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American Literature

Unit 1: The History and Culture of the United States of America: 

1) The Gold Rush and American Dream 

2) The American Revolutionary War and the Declaration of Independence 

3) The framing of the Constitution, Lincoln and the Civil war 

4) Harlem Renaissance 

Unit 2: Poetry 

1) Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Brahma” 

2) Robert Frost: “The Road Not Taken” 

3) Emily Dickinson: “Because I could not Stop for Death” 

4) Langston Hughes: “Mother to Son” 

Unit 3: Novel 

1) Ernest Hemingway: The Old Man and the Sea 

Unit 4: Drama 

1) Arthur Millar: All My Sons 

Unit 5: Short Stories 

1) Edgar Allan Poe: “The Purloined letter” 

2) Alice Walker: “Everyday Use” 





UNIT – 1

Q.What was the California Gold Rush?

A.A mass migration of people to California in search of gold, from 1848 to 1855.

Q. What was the impact of the Gold Rush on American society?

A. It led to rapid population growth, economic expansion, and the transformation of the 
American West.

Q. What is the American Dream?

A. The idea that anyone can achieve success, prosperity, and happiness through hard work 
and determination.

Q.How did the Gold Rush reflect the American Dream?

A. It represented the idea of instant wealth and success, symbolizing the American Dream's 
promise of upward mobility.

Q. How did the Gold Rush influence American literature?

A. It inspired works such as Mark Twain's "Roughing It" and Bret Harte's "The Luck of 
Roaring Camp".

Q.What themes did Gold Rush literature often explore?

A.The pursuit of wealth, the American Dream, and the clash between individualism and 
community.

Q. What did the Gold Rush symbolize in American culture?

A.The idea of limitless opportunity and the promise of a better life.

Q.What is the lasting legacy of the Gold Rush on American society?

A.It shaped the country's values, economy, and identity, cementing the idea of the American 
Dream.



Q. How did the Gold Rush change the demographics of California?

A. It led to a massive influx of people from diverse backgrounds, transforming California into 
a multicultural society.

Q.What was the impact of the Gold Rush on Native American populations?

A.It led to displacement, violence, and significant loss of land and cultural heritage.

Q.  How did the Gold Rush stimulate economic growth in the United States?

A. It attracted investment, spurred innovation, and created new industries and jobs.

Q. What was the impact of the Gold Rush on the development of San Francisco?

A. It transformed San Francisco into a thriving commercial center and major city.

Q.  How did the Gold Rush influence American folklore and mythology?

A.It created legends of instant wealth, rugged individualism, and the "Wild West".

Q. What is the symbolic significance of the Gold Rush in American culture?

A.It represents the idea of limitless opportunity, risk-taking, and the pursuit of wealth.

Q. How did Mark Twain's experiences during the Gold Rush influence his writing?

A. His experiences shaped his humorous and satirical writings about the American West.

Q.What Gold Rush-themed literature reflects the tensions between individualism and 
community?

A. Works like Bret Harte's "The Outcasts of Poker Flat" explore these tensions.

Q.What was the main reason for the American colonies' separation from Britain?

A. Taxation without representation.

Q.Which British law sparked widespread protests and boycotts in the colonies?

A.The Stamp Act.



Q.  What was the first battle of the Revolutionary War?

A.The Battle of Lexington and Concord.

Q. Which battle marked a decisive turning point in the war?

A.The Battle of Saratoga.

Q. Who wrote the Declaration of Independence?

A. Thomas Jefferson.

Q.What are the three main principles stated in the Declaration of Independence?

A. Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.

Q.  What was the outcome of the Revolutionary War?

A. The colonies gained independence from Britain.

Q. How did the Revolutionary War shape American identity?

A. It established the values of liberty, democracy, and self-governance.

Q. Who was the commander-in-chief of the Continental Army?

A.George Washington.

Q.Who was a key Founding Father and advocate for independence?

A.Benjamin Franklin.

Q.What was the bloodiest battle of the Revolutionary War?

A. The Battle of Bunker Hill.

Q. Which battle marked the final victory of the Continental Army?

A.The Battle of Yorktown.



Q. How many individuals signed the Declaration of Independence?

A: 56.

Q. Who was the first person to sign the Declaration of Independence?

A: John Hancock.

Q. How did the Revolutionary War influence the abolition of slavery in some states?

A: It highlighted the contradictions between slavery and the ideals of liberty.

Q.What was the impact of the Revolutionary War on Native American populations?

A: It led to further displacement, violence, and marginalization.

Q. What roles did women play in the Revolutionary War?

A: They served as spies, nurses, and managed households.

Q. Who was a notable female patriot and writer during the Revolutionary War?

A: Abigail Adams.

Q.  How did the Revolutionary War shape American politics and government?

A: It established the principles of democracy, federalism, and individual rights.

Q.What is the ongoing significance of the Revolutionary War in American culture?

A: It symbolizes the struggle for freedom, self-governance, and the American Dream.

Q.What was the main purpose of the Constitutional Convention in 1787?

A: To revise the Articles of Confederation and create a new framework for the US 
government.

Q.Who were the key drafters of the US Constitution?

A: James Madison, Benjamin Franklin, and Alexander Hamilton.



Q.What is the significance of the system of checks and balances in the Constitution?

A: It prevents any one branch of government from becoming too powerful.

Q.  Who was Abraham Lincoln, and what was his role in American history?

A: He was the 16th President of the United States, leading the country through the Civil War 
and ultimately abolishing slavery.

Q. What was the main issue that Lincoln faced during his presidency?

A: The secession of Southern states and the resulting Civil War.

Q.What is the significance of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address?

A: It redefined the purpose of the Civil War and honored the sacrifices of fallen soldiers.

Q.  What were the main causes of the American Civil War?

A: Slavery, states' rights, and economic and cultural differences between the North and 
South.

Q.Which battle was the bloodiest single-day battle in American history?

A: The Battle of Antietam.

Q.What was the significance of the Emancipation Proclamation?

A: It declared freedom for all slaves in Confederate territory.

Q. What was the main goal of the Reconstruction Era after the Civil War?

A: To rebuild and reorganize the South, ensuring the rights of formerly enslaved individuals.

Q.Who were the main leaders of the Reconstruction Era?

A: Presidents Andrew Johnson and Ulysses S. Grant, as well as Congressional Republicans.



Q.What was the significance of the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the 
Constitution?

A: They abolished slavery, established citizenship and equal protection for former slaves, and 
protected voting rights.

Q.Which battle was the turning point of the Civil War?

A: The Battle of Gettysburg.

Q.What was the turning point of the war in the Western Theater?

A: The Battle of Vicksburg.

Q.Which battle marked the final fall of the Confederacy?

A: The Battle of Appomattox Court House.

Q. What was Lincoln's main goal as President during the Civil War?

A: To preserve the Union and end slavery.

Q.How did Lincoln's leadership style contribute to his success?

A: He was known for his strong communication skills, empathy, and willingness to listen.

Q.  What was the main challenge faced by the Reconstruction Era?

A: Rebuilding and reorganizing the South while ensuring the rights of formerly enslaved 
individuals.

Q.How did the Freedmen's Bureau assist newly freed slaves?

A: It provided food, clothing, and medical care, as well as helped to establish schools and 
settle labor disputes.

Q. What is the ongoing significance of the Civil War in American society?

A: It continues to shape American identity, politics, and culture, with ongoing debates about 
racism, inequality, and social justice.



Q.How did the Civil War lay the groundwork for the Civil Rights Movement?

A: It established the principle of equal rights under the law, paving the way for future 
struggles for racial equality.

Q.What was the Harlem Renaissance?

A: A cultural and intellectual movement that celebrated African American art, literature, and 
music.

Q.What sparked the Harlem Renaissance?

A: The Great Migration of African Americans from the South to urban centers in the North.

Q.Who was Langston Hughes?

A: A renowned poet, novelist, and playwright who explored the African American 
experience.

Q. Who was Zora Neale Hurston?

A: An anthropologist, novelist, and playwright who celebrated African American folklore 
and culture.

Q. What literary movement emerged during the Harlem Renaissance?

A: The New Negro Movement, which emphasized racial pride and self-expression.

Q.Who was Aaron Douglas, and what was his contribution to the Harlem Renaissance?

A: A painter and illustrator who created iconic works that reflected African American culture 
and identity.

Q. What music genre emerged during the Harlem Renaissance?

A: Jazz, which became a symbol of African American creativity and expression.

Q. Who was Duke Ellington, and what was his role in the Harlem Renaissance?

A: A renowned jazz musician, composer, and bandleader who performed at the Cotton Club.



Q. How did the Harlem Renaissance impact American culture?

A: It challenged racist stereotypes, celebrated African American identity, and paved the way 
for future generations of black artists.

Q.What is the ongoing significance of the Harlem Renaissance?

A: It continues to inspire artistic innovation, social justice movements, and cultural pride.

Q. What was the significance of Langston Hughes's poem "The Negro Speaks of 
Rivers"?

A: It explored themes of identity, culture, and the African diaspora.

Q.What was the impact of Zora Neale Hurston's novel "Their Eyes Were Watching 
God"?

A: It challenged racist stereotypes and celebrated African American culture and identity.

Q. How did the Harlem Renaissance influence the Civil Rights Movement?

A: It laid the groundwork for future social justice movements by celebrating African 
American identity and challenging racism.

Q.What was the impact of the Harlem Renaissance on American literature?

A: It expanded the literary canon to include African American voices and perspectives.

Q. Who was Countee Cullen, and what was his contribution to the Harlem 
Renaissance?

A: A poet, playwright, and novelist who explored themes of identity, love, and social justice.

Q.Who was Bessie Smith, and what was her impact on the Harlem Renaissance?

A: A blues singer who became an iconic figure of the Harlem Renaissance, celebrated for her 
powerful voice and emotional performances.

Q.Who was Jacob Lawrence, and what was his contribution to the Harlem 
Renaissance?



A: A painter who created vibrant and powerful works that explored African American history 
and culture.

Q.What was the significance of Aaron Douglas's artwork in the Harlem Renaissance?

A: His paintings and illustrations celebrated African American culture and identity, and 
helped to define the visual aesthetic of the movement.

Q. Who was Duke Ellington, and what was his role in the Harlem Renaissance?

A: A renowned jazz musician, composer, and bandleader who performed at the Cotton Club 
and helped to define the sound of jazz.

Q.What was the significance of the Cotton Club in the Harlem Renaissance?

A: A legendary nightclub that showcased African American music, dance, and performance, 
and helped to launch the careers of many famous entertainers.

Q. How did the Harlem Renaissance influence the Black Arts Movement of the 1960s?

A: It laid the groundwork for future generations of African American artists and writers, and 
helped to establish a sense of cultural pride and identity.

Q.What is the ongoing significance of the Harlem Renaissance in American culture?

A: It continues to inspire artistic innovation, social justice movements, and cultural pride, and 
serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of diversity and inclusion.

Q. Brief note on the Gold Rush and the American Dream.

Ans.The Gold Rush (1848-1855)

The California Gold Rush was a significant event in American history that drew thousands of 
people to the West Coast in search of gold and wealth. The Gold Rush represented a chance 
for people to start anew, escape economic hardship, and pursue the American Dream.

The American Dream is a concept that represents the idea of upward mobility, prosperity, and 
happiness. It is rooted in the notion that anyone, regardless of their background or 
circumstances, can achieve success and a better life through hard work and determination.



Connection between the Gold Rush and the American Dream The Gold Rush embodied 
the American Dream in several ways:

1. Opportunity: The Gold Rush offered a chance for people to start anew and pursue wealth 
and prosperity.

2. Upward mobility: The Gold Rush represented a chance for people to improve their 
economic status and achieve a better life.

3. Individualism: The Gold Rush encouraged individualism, as people took risks and worked 
hard to achieve their goals.

4. Perseverance: The Gold Rush required perseverance, as people faced numerous challenges 
and hardships in pursuit of their dreams.

Impact on American Society:

The Gold Rush had a significant impact on American society, contributing to:

1. Westward expansion: The Gold Rush spurred westward expansion, as people moved to the 
West Coast in search of gold and new opportunities.

2. Economic growth: The Gold Rush stimulated economic growth, as new businesses, 
industries, and infrastructure developed to support the mining industry.

3. Immigration: The Gold Rush attracted immigrants from around the world, contributing to 
the diversity of American society.

4. Shaping the American identity: The Gold Rush helped shape the American identity, 
reinforcing values such as individualism, hard work, and perseverance.

The California Gold Rush of 1848-1855 was a pivotal event in American history, drawing 
thousands of people to the West Coast in search of gold and wealth. This mass migration was 
fueled by the promise of instant riches and a better life.

The American Dream is a concept that represents the idea of upward mobility, prosperity, and 
happiness. It is rooted in the notion that anyone, regardless of their background or 
circumstances, can achieve success and a better life through hard work and determination.

Psychological Analysis

The Gold Rush also had a profound psychological impact on those who participated:



1. Hope and optimism: The Gold Rush inspired hope and optimism, as people believed that 
they could achieve a better life through hard work and determination.

2. Risk-taking: The Gold Rush encouraged risk-taking, as people took bold steps to pursue 
their dreams and achieve success.

3. Resilience: The Gold Rush required resilience, as people faced numerous challenges and 
setbacks in pursuit of their goals.

4. Self-reliance: The Gold Rush promoted self-reliance, as people took responsibility for their 
own lives and destinies.

Critique

While the Gold Rush embodied many aspects of the American Dream, it also had significant 
drawbacks:

1. Environmental degradation: The Gold Rush led to significant environmental degradation, 
as mining activities damaged ecosystems and polluted waterways.

2.Displacement of Native Americans: The Gold Rush led to the displacement of Native 
American communities, as miners and settlers encroached on their lands.

3. Exploitation of workers: The Gold Rush led to the exploitation of workers, as miners and 
laborers were often subjected to poor working conditions and low wages.

Conclusion

The Gold Rush was a pivotal event in American history that embodied many aspects of the 
American Dream. While it offered opportunities for wealth and prosperity, it also had 
significant drawbacks, including environmental degradation, displacement of Native 
Americans, and exploitation of workers. Nevertheless, the Gold Rush remains an important 
symbol of American values such as individualism, hard work, and perseverance.

Q. Brief note on Framing of the Constitution, Abraham Lincoln, and the Civil War.

Ans. 1. The Framing of the Constitution

- The Constitutional Convention took place in 1787, where the Founding Fathers drafted the 
US Constitution.

- The Constitution established the framework of the federal government, including the 
separation of powers, checks and balances, and individual rights.

- The Constitution was ratified in 1788, and it has since been amended 27 times.



Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War

- Abraham Lincoln was the 16th President of the United States, serving from 1861 until his 
assassination in 1865.

- Lincoln led the country through the American Civil War, which was fought between the 
Union (the Northern states) and the Confederacy (the Southern states) from 1861 to 1865.

- The Civil War was fought over issues including slavery, states' rights, and economic and 
cultural differences between the North and South.

- Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, declaring freedom for all slaves in 
Confederate territory.

- The Union ultimately won the war, and the Confederacy was dissolved. Lincoln's leadership 
and commitment to preserving the Union and ending slavery have made him one of the most 
revered figures in American history.

Key Connections

- The Constitution's failure to explicitly address slavery contributed to the tensions leading up 
to the Civil War.

- Lincoln's leadership during the Civil War was guided by his commitment to upholding the 
Constitution and preserving the Union.

- The Civil War Amendments (the 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments) were passed during and 
after the war, aimed at abolishing slavery, establishing citizenship and equal protection under 
the law, and protecting voting rights.

2.Framing of the Constitution

- 1787: Constitutional Convention drafts the US Constitution

- Established federal government framework, individual rights, and separation of powers

- Ratified in 1788, amended 27 times

Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War

- 1861-1865: Lincoln leads the Union through the Civil War

- War fought over slavery, states' rights, and economic/cultural differences

- Emancipation Proclamation (1863): freed slaves in Confederate territory

- Union won, Confederacy dissolved, slavery abolished

Key Connections



- Constitution's failure to address slavery contributed to Civil War tensions

- Lincoln's leadership guided by commitment to Constitution and Union

- Civil War Amendments (13th, 14th, 15th) aimed at abolishing slavery, establishing 
citizenship/equal protection, and protecting voting rights.

The Framing of the Constitution took place in 1787, a pivotal moment in American history. 
The Constitutional Convention brought together influential figures like George Washington, 
James Madison, and Benjamin Franklin to draft the US Constitution.

The Constitution established the framework of the federal government, including:

1. Separation of Powers: Division of power among the legislative, executive, and judicial 
branches.

2. Checks and Balances: System of limitations and controls to prevent any one branch from 
dominating the others.

3. Individual Rights: Protection of individual liberties, such as freedom of speech and 
assembly.

Abraham Lincoln and the Civil war

Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States, played a crucial role in shaping the 
country's future. His leadership during the Civil War (1861-1865) was instrumental in 
preserving the Union and ending slavery.

Causes of the Civil War

The Civil War was fought over several key issues:

1. Slavery: Disagreements over the expansion and abolition of slavery.

2. States' Rights: Debates over the balance of power between the federal government and 
individual states.

3. Economic and Cultural Differences: Divisions between the industrialized North and 
agricultural South.

Lincoln's Leadership



Lincoln's commitment to preserving the Union and ending slavery guided his decisions 
during the war:

1. Emancipation Proclamation. (1863): Declared freedom for all slaves in Confederate 
territory.

2. Gettysburg Address (1863): Honored the fallen Union soldiers and reiterated the principles 
of equality and liberty.

Key Connections

The Framing of the Constitution, Abraham Lincoln, and the Civil War are interconnected in 
several ways:

1. Constitutional Failures: The Constitution's failure to explicitly address slavery contributed 
to the tensions leading up to the Civil War.

2. Lincoln's Constitutionalism: Lincoln's leadership was guided by his commitment to 
upholding the Constitution and preserving the Union.

3. Civil War Amendments: The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments, passed during and after 
the war, aimed to abolish slavery, establish citizenship and equal protection, and protect 
voting rights.

Conclusion

The Framing of the Constitution, Abraham Lincoln's leadership, and the Civil War are pivotal 
moments in American history. Understanding the complex relationships between these events 
provides valuable insights into the country's development and the ongoing struggles for 
equality, justice, and freedom.

Q. Brief note on Harlem Renaissance.

Ans. The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural and intellectual movement that took place in the 
African American community in Harlem, New York, in the 1920s and 1930s.

Key Features

1. Literary Movement: The Harlem Renaissance was characterized by a flourishing of 
African American literature, with writers such as Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and 
Countee Cullen.



2. Artistic Innovation: The movement saw significant innovation in the visual arts, music, and 
theater, with artists such as Aaron Douglas, Jacob Lawrence, and Duke Ellington.

3. Cultural Expression: The Harlem Renaissance was a celebration of African American 
culture, with a focus on the experiences, traditions, and perspectives of the African American 
community.

4. Racial Pride: The movement promoted racial pride and self-expression, challenging racist 
stereotypes and advocating for social justice.

Key Figures

1. Langston Hughes: Poet, novelist, and playwright who was a central figure in the Harlem 
Renaissance.

2. Zora Neale Hurston: Anthropologist, novelist, and playwright who was a prominent figure 
in the movement.

3. Duke Ellington: Musician and composer who was a leading figure in the Harlem jazz 
scene.

4. Aaron Douglas: Artist and illustrator who was known for his vibrant and expressive works.

Legacy

The Harlem Renaissance had a profound impact on American culture, contributing to:

1. African American Cultural Identity: The movement helped to establish a distinct African 
American cultural identity.

2. Civil Rights Movement: The Harlem Renaissance laid the groundwork for the Civil Rights 
Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.

3. American Literary Canon: The movement expanded the American literary canon, 
introducing new voices and perspectives.

4. Cultural Exchange: The Harlem Renaissance facilitated cultural exchange between African 
American and European American communities.

Cultural and intellectual movement in the African American community in Harlem, New 
York (1920s-1930s)

Key Features

1. Literary movement with notable writers

2. Artistic innovation in visual arts, music, and theater



3. Celebration of African American culture and experiences

4. Promotion of racial pride and self-expression

Key Figures

1. Langston Hughes (poet, novelist, playwright)

2. Zora Neale Hurston (anthropologist, novelist, playwright)

3. Duke Ellington (musician, composer)

4. Aaron Douglas (artist, illustrator)

Legacy

1. Established African American cultural identity

2. Laid groundwork for Civil Rights Movement

3. Expanded American literary canon

4. Facilitated cultural exchange between African American and European American 
communities

The Harlem Renaissance emerged in the 1920s and 1930s, a time of great social change and 
cultural upheaval in the United States. The movement was fueled by the Great Migration of 
African Americans from the rural South to urban centers in the North.

1. Literary Movement: The Harlem Renaissance saw a surge in African American literary 
production, with writers like Langston Hughes, Zora Neale Hurston, and Countee Cullen.

2. Artistic Innovation: The movement was characterized by experimentation and innovation 
in the visual arts, music, and theater.

3. Celebration of African American Culture: The Harlem Renaissance was a celebration of 
African American culture, history, and experiences.

4. Racial Pride and Self-Expression: The movement promoted racial pride and self-
expression, challenging racist stereotypes and advocating for social justice.

5. Langston Hughes: Poet, novelist, and playwright who was a central figure in the Harlem 
Renaissance.

6.Zora Neale Hurston: Anthropologist, novelist, and playwright who was a prominent figure 
in the movement.

7. Duke Ellington: Musician and composer who was a leading figure in the Harlem jazz 
scene.



8. Aaron Douglas: Artist and illustrator who was known for his vibrant and expressive works.

Themes

1. Racial Identity: The Harlem Renaissance explored themes of racial identity, challenging 
racist stereotypes and promoting self-expression.

2. Cultural Heritage: The movement celebrated African American cultural heritage, including 
music, art, and literature.

3. Social Justice: The Harlem Renaissance advocated for social justice, challenging racism 
and inequality.

Legacy

1. Established African American Cultural Identity: The Harlem Renaissance helped establish 
a distinct African American cultural identity.

2. Contributed to Civil Rights Movement: The movement laid the groundwork for the Civil 
Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s.

3. Expanded American Literary Canon: The Harlem Renaissance expanded the American 
literary canon, introducing new voices and perspectives.

4. Influenced Future Artistic Movements: The movement influenced future artistic 
movements, including the Black Arts Movement of the 1960s and 1970s.



UNIT – 2

CHATPTER – 1

"Brahma":

Q.What is the central theme of Emerson's poem "Brahma"?

A: The unity and interconnectedness of all things, inspired by Eastern philosophy.

Q. What is the tone of the poem "Brahma"?

A: Contemplative, reflective, and mystical.

Q. What does the figure of Brahma represent in the poem?

A: The ultimate reality, the universe, and the cycle of birth and death.

Q.What is the significance of the "me" and "thee" in the poem?

A: They represent the individual self and the universal self, highlighting the connection 
between the two.

Q.  What philosophical tradition influenced Emerson's poem "Brahma"?

A: Eastern philosophy, particularly Hinduism and Buddhism.

Q.How does the poem reflect Emerson's Transcendentalist beliefs?

A: It emphasizes the individual's connection to the universe and the importance of intuition 
and spiritual experience.

Q.What is notable about Emerson's use of language in "Brahma"?

A: Its simplicity, clarity, and use of imagery to convey complex philosophical ideas.

Q.What poetic device does Emerson use to create a sense of timelessness and unity?



A: Symbolism, metaphor, and repetition.

Q. What is the meaning of the line "When me they fly, I am the wings"?

A: It suggests that the individual self is not separate from the universe, but an integral part of 
it.

Q.How does the poem's use of paradox contribute to its meaning?

A: It highlights the contradictions and mysteries of life, encouraging the reader to embrace 
the complexity of existence.

Q.  What inspired Emerson to write "Brahma"?

A: His interest in Eastern philosophy, particularly Hinduism and Buddhism, and his desire to 
explore the nature of reality.

Q.How did Emerson's personal experiences influence his writing of "Brahma"?

A: His experiences with loss and grief, as well as his struggles with spirituality and identity.

Q. What is the structure of the poem "Brahma"?

A: It consists of eight stanzas, with a loose, lyrical rhythm and no regular rhyme scheme.

Q.How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning?

A: Its fluid, organic structure reflects the poem's themes of unity, interconnectedness, and the 
cyclical nature of life.

Q. What is the significance of the image of the "web" in the poem?

A: It represents the interconnectedness of all things, and the idea that individual actions have 
consequences that ripple out into the world.

Q.How does the poem explore the theme of identity?

A: It suggests that the individual self is not fixed or separate, but rather an integral part of the 
larger universe.



Q.What is the significance of the image of the "scales" in the poem?

A: It represents the balance and harmony that exist in the universe.

Q. How does Emerson use natural imagery to convey spiritual ideas?

A: He uses images from nature, such as the sun, moon, and stars, to represent the divine and 
the interconnectedness of all things.

Q. What is the central message of the poem "Brahma"?

A: That the individual self is not separate from the universe, but an integral part of it.

Q.How does the poem encourage the reader to live in the present moment?

A: It suggests that the present moment is all that truly exists, and that the reader should let go 
of attachments to the past and future.

Q. What is distinctive about Emerson's writing style in "Brahma"?

A: His use of simple, direct language to convey complex spiritual ideas.

Q.How does Emerson's use of metaphor contribute to the poem's meaning?

A: It allows him to convey complex ideas and emotions in a way that is both powerful and 
subtle.

Q.  What was the historical context in which Emerson wrote "Brahma"?

A: The mid-19th century, a time of great social and cultural change in America.

Q. How did Emerson's poem reflect the spiritual and philosophical trends of his time?

A: It reflected the growing interest in Eastern spirituality and the idea of a universal, 
interconnected reality.

Q.Briefly  analysis  the poem Brahma. 

Or 

Write the theme of the poem



Or

write the sumury of the poem

Or 

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the poem

Ans: In the first stanza of ‘Brahma’ the speaker, Brahma, begins by telling the reader that if 
they have any presumptions about life or death, they’re wrong. He says that if a “red slayer” 
thinks they have killed someone or if the “slain” think they are dead, then they clearly don’t 
understand how “he” works. The phrase “red sayer” is a reference to the god of death.

He tells the reader that he is “subtle” and moves through the world without limitations. 
Emerson creates an additional rhythm in these lines with the repetition of the word “slay” in 
its various forms. 

Brahma is more of a spirit than a physical human being. As seen through the phrase “I keep, 
and pass, and turn again.” This refers to his ability to move between life and death easily. 

Now, in the third stanza of ‘Brahma’, he turns away from what he can do on his own, to 
speak on how he is considered by humanity. He tells the reader that those who “leave me out” 
are playing a dangerous game. They have made a poor decision to think this way. The reason 
for this is outlined in the next lines. 

Brahma, he states, is the reason that anything and everything happens He is the “doubter and 
the doubt” and the hymn sung by the faithful. When anyone succeeds, it is also because of 
him. In the last lines of this section, he refers to the “Brahmin,” the highest social caste. 
Members of this group are responsible for maintaining sacred knowledge and today make up 
about 5% of the population of India. 

In these last lines Brahma tells the reader that even those deemed most important by 
humanity, and the other strong gods, want what he has. He has an “abode” that includes all of 
the world, and it is enviable. He speaks about the “strong gods” such as Agni the god of fire, 
and Yama, the god of war (mentioned in the first stanza). The speaker also refers to the 
“sacred Seven,” the highest holy persons in Hinduism. Both groups seek to draw closer to 
Brahma. 

Brahma speaks directly to the reader in the last two lines. He tells “you” to “Find” him and 
“turn” your back “on heaven”. It is Brahma, the idea and spirit, that one should pursue, not 
the idealized heavenly end to one’s life. “You” are only a “meek lover of the god” and should 
do as he says. 



‘Brahma’ by Ralph Waldo Emerson was written in 1856 and is a four stanza poem that is 
separated into sets of four lines, known as quatrains. The lines follow a specific rhyme 
scheme that conforms to the pattern of ABAB CDCD, and so on, changing end sounds as 
Emerson saw fit. 

Repetition is one of the most important techniques used in ‘Brahma’. It can be seen through 
the use and reuse of words such as “slay” in the first stanza, as well as general use of 
alliteration. It occurs when words are used in succession, or at least appear close together, and 
begin with the same letter. For example, “Shadow,” “sunlight” and “same”  in the second 
stanza and “doubter” and “doubt” in the third.

CHAPTER – 2

"The Road Not Taken"

Q.What is the central theme of "The Road Not Taken"?

A: The poem explores the idea of choice and its consequences, as well as the human tendency 
to wonder what would have happened if we had chosen differently.

Q.What is the tone of the poem?

A: Contemplative, reflective, and slightly melancholic.

Q. What does the road symbolize in the poem?

A: The road represents the choices we make in life, and the different paths we can take.

Q.What is the significance of the fork in the road?

A: The fork represents the moment of choice, where the speaker must decide which path to 
take.

Q. What poetic device does Frost use to create a sense of tension and uncertainty?

A: Imagery, metaphor, and symbolism, which create a sense of complexity and ambiguity.



Q.How does Frost's use of rhyme and meter contribute to the poem's meaning?

A: The rhyme and meter create a sense of order and structure, which contrasts with the 
speaker's uncertainty and indecision.

Q.  Who is the speaker in the poem?

A: The speaker is an unnamed traveller who is faced with a choice between two roads.

Q.What is the speaker's attitude towards the choice he makes?

A: The speaker is ambivalent, and wonders what would have happened if he had chosen the 
other road.

Q. What is the poem's message about choice and regret?

A: The poem suggests that our choices have consequences, and that we will always wonder 
what would have happened if we had chosen differently.

Q.How does the poem relate to the human experience?

A: The poem captures the universal human experience of making choices and living with the 
consequences, as well as the tendency to wonder what could have been.

Q.What does the poem say about the nature of choice?

A: The poem suggests that choice is a fundamental aspect of human experience, and that our 
choices have consequences that shape who we become.

Q.How does the poem portray the idea of regret?

A: The poem portrays regret as a natural consequence of choice, and suggests that we will 
always wonder what would have happened if we had chosen differently.

Q. What does the forest symbolize in the poem?

A: The forest symbolizes the unknown, and the possibilities that lie ahead.

Q.What is the significance of the leaves and grass in the poem?



A: The leaves and grass symbolize the passage of time, and the idea that our choices can 
shape the course of our lives.

Q. How does Frost use imagery to create a sense of atmosphere in the poem?

A: Frost uses vivid and descriptive language to create a sense of atmosphere, drawing the 
reader into the world of the poem.

Q.What is the effect of Frost's use of metaphor in the poem?

A: Frost's use of metaphor creates a sense of depth and complexity, allowing the reader to 
interpret the poem in multiple ways.

Q. When was "The Road Not Taken" first published?

A: The poem was first published in 1916, in Frost's collection "Mountain Interval".

Q.How did the poem reflect the cultural and social trends of its time?

A: The poem reflected the growing interest in individualism and self-reliance, as well as the 
increasing awareness of the complexities and uncertainties of modern life.

Q. What is the significance of "The Road Not Taken" in American literature?

A: The poem is considered one of the most iconic and influential poems in American 
literature, and is widely studied and admired for its exploration of themes such as choice, 
regret, and the human condition.

Q.How has the poem been interpreted and reinterpreted over time?

A: The poem has been interpreted in many different ways over time, with some readers 
seeing it as a celebration of individualism and self-reliance, while others have interpreted it as 
a commentary on the illusions of choice and the inevitability of fate.

Q.What did Frost intend to convey through the poem?

A: Frost intended to explore the idea of choice and its consequences, as well as the human 
tendency to wonder what could have been.

Q.Did Frost intend for the poem to be autobiographical?



A: No, Frost did not intend for the poem to be autobiographical, although it is often 
interpreted as such.

Q. What is the structure of the poem?

A: The poem consists of four stanzas, each with five lines, and follows a loose rhyme 
scheme.

Q.How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning?

A: The poem's structure creates a sense of balance and order, which contrasts with the 
speaker's uncertainty and indecision.

Q. What does the road symbolize in the poem?

A: The road symbolizes the choices we make in life, and the different paths we can take.

Q.Why did Frost choose to use a road as a symbol?

A: Frost chose to use a road as a symbol because it is a common and relatable image that can 
represent the choices and journeys, we make in life.

Q. What can we infer about the speaker's character from the poem?

A: We can infer that the speaker is introspective, uncertain, and perhaps regretful about the 
choices they have made.

Q.How does the speaker's character relate to the poem's themes?

A: The speaker's character illustrates the human tendency to wonder what could have been, 
and to question the choices we make in life.

Q.What is the significance of the poem's final line, "I took the one less traveled by, / 
And that has made all the difference"?

A: The final line suggests that the speaker's choice has made a significant difference in their 
life, although it is unclear whether this difference is positive or negative.

Q.How does the poem's ending relate to its themes?

A: The poem's ending reinforces the idea that our choices have consequences, and that we 
must live with the decisions we make.



Q.Briefly  analysis  the poem The road not taken.

Or 

Write the theme of the poem

Or

write the sumury of the poem

Or 

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the poem

Ans: Written in 1915 in England, "The Road Not Taken" is one of Robert Frost's—and the 
world's—most well-known poems. Although commonly interpreted as a celebration of 
rugged individualism, the poem actually contains multiple different meanings. The speaker in 
the poem, faced with a choice between two roads, takes the road "less traveled," a decision 
which he or she supposes "made all the difference." However, Frost creates enough subtle 
ambiguity in the poem that it's unclear whether the speaker's judgment should be taken at face 
value, and therefore, whether the poem is about the speaker making a simple but impactful 
choice, or about how the speaker interprets a choice whose impact is unclear.

The speaker, walking through a forest whose leaves have turned yellow in autumn, comes to 
a fork in the road. The speaker, regretting that he or she is unable to travel by both roads 
(since he or she is, after all, just one person), stands at the fork in the road for a long time and 
tries to see where one of the paths leads. However, the speaker can't see very far because the 
forest is dense and the road is not straight.

The speaker takes the other path, judging it to be just as good a choice as the first, and 
supposing that it may even be the better option of the two, since it is grassy and looks less 
worn than the other path. Though, now that the speaker has actually walked on the second 
road, he or she thinks that in reality the two roads must have been more or less equally worn-
in.

Reinforcing this statement, the speaker recalls that both roads were covered in leaves, which 
had not yet been turned black by foot traffic. The speaker exclaims that he or she is in fact 
just saving the first road, and will travel it at a later date, but then immediately contradicts 
him or herself with the acknowledgement that, in life, one road tends to lead onward to 
another, so it's therefore unlikely that he or she will ever actually get a chance to return to that 
first road.



The speaker imagines him or herself in the distant future, recounting, with a sigh, the story of 
making the choice of which road to take. Speaking as though looking back on his or her life 
from the future, the speaker states that he or she was faced with a choice between two roads 
and chose to take the road that was less traveled, and the consequences of that decision have 
made all the difference in his or her life.

In "The Road Not Taken," the speaker describes him or herself as facing a choice between 
which of two roads to take. The speaker's choice functions as an extended metaphor for all 
the choices that the speaker—and all people—must make in life. Through the speaker's 
experience, the poem explores the nature of choices, and what it means to be a person forced 
to choose (as all people inevitably are).

The poem begins with the speaker recounting the experience of facing the choice of which 
road to take. The speaker's first emotion is "sorrow," as he or she regrets the reality that 
makes it impossible to "travel both" roads, or to experience both things. The poem makes 
clear that every choice involves the loss of opportunity and that choices are painful because 
they must be made with incomplete information. The speaker tries to gather as much 
information as possible by looking "down one [road] as far as I could," but there is a limit to 
what the speaker can see, as the road is "bent," meaning that it curves, leaving the rest of it 
out of sight. So, the speaker, like anyone faced with a choice, must make a choice, but can't 
know enough to be sure which choice is the right one. The speaker, as a result, is paralyzed: 
"long I stood" contemplating which road to choose.

The speaker does eventually choose a road based on which one appears to have been less 
traveled, but the poem shows that making that choice doesn't actually solve the speaker's 
problem. Immediately after choosing a road, the speaker admits that the two roads were 
"worn ... really about the same" and that both roads "equally lay" without any leaves "trodden 
black" by passersby. So, the speaker has tried to choose the road that seemed less traveled, 
but couldn't tell which road was actually less traveled. By making a choice, the speaker will 
now never get the chance to experience the other road and can never know which was less 
traveled. The speaker hides from this psychic pain by announcing that he or she is just saving 
"the first [road] for another day!" But, again, reality sets in: "I doubted if I should ever come 
back." Every choice may be a beginning, but it is also an ending, and having to choose cuts 
off knowledge of the alternate choice, such that the person choosing will never know if they 
made the "right" choice.

The poem ends with the speaker imagining the far future, when he or she thinks back to this 
choice and believes that it made "all the difference." But the rest of the poem has shown that 
the speaker doesn't (and can never) know what it would have been like to travel down that 
other road—and can't even know if the road taken was indeed the one less traveled. And, 
further, the final line is a subtle reminder that the only thing one can know about the choices 



one makes in life is that they make “all the difference”—but how, or from what, neither the 
poem nor life provide any answer.

CHAPTER – 3

"Because I Could Not Stop for Death":

Q. What is the central theme of the poem?

A: The poem explores the theme of mortality and the afterlife.

Q.What is the tone of the poem?

A: The tone is calm, reflective, and slightly ironic.

Q. What poetic device does Dickinson use to personify Death?

A: Dickinson uses metaphor to personify Death as a courteous suitor.

Q.How does Dickinson's use of imagery contribute to the poem's meaning?

A: Dickinson's imagery creates a sense of calmness and serenity, which contrasts with the 
traditional fears associated with death.

Q.What does the carriage symbolize in the poem?

A: The carriage symbolizes the journey of life and the transition to death.

Q.What is the significance of the "house that seemed / A swelling of the ground"?

A: The house symbolizes the grave, and the "swelling of the ground" suggests the natural and 
inevitable process of death.

Q.  How does Dickinson personify Death in the poem?

A: Dickinson personifies Death as a polite and courteous suitor who takes the speaker on a 
journey.



Q.What is the effect of personifying Death in this way?

A: It creates a sense of familiarity and acceptance, rather than fear and resistance.

Q. What is the speaker's attitude towards Death in the poem?

A: The speaker seems to accept Death as a natural part of life, and is even somewhat curious 
about the afterlife.

Q.How does the speaker's perspective on Death relate to the poem's themes?

A: The speaker's perspective reinforces the idea that Death is a natural and inevitable part of 
life, and that it should be accepted rather than feared.

Q.What is the significance of the "fields of gazing grain" in the poem?

A: The fields of grain symbolize the cycle of life and death, and the idea that death is a 
natural part of the natural world.

Q.How does Dickinson use the image of the "setting sun" to convey the idea of 
mortality?

A: The setting sun symbolizes the end of life, and the idea that death is a natural part of the 
cycle of life.

Q. What is the structure of the poem?

A: The poem consists of six stanzas, with a loose iambic meter and a unique rhyme scheme.

Q.How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning?

A: The poem's structure creates a sense of slow and deliberate movement, which reinforces 
the idea of a journey towards death.

Q.  How does Dickinson portray Death as a suitor in the poem?

A: Dickinson portrays Death as a polite and courteous suitor who takes the speaker on a 
journey, emphasizing the idea that death is a natural and inevitable part of life.

Q.What is the effect of portraying Death in this way?



A: It creates a sense of familiarity and acceptance, rather than fear and resistance, and 
emphasizes the idea that death is a natural part of life.

Q.What does the poem suggest about the afterlife?

A: The poem suggests that the afterlife is a place of eternity and timelessness, where the 
speaker will be reunited with Death.

Q.How does the poem's portrayal of the afterlife relate to its themes?

A: The poem's portrayal of the afterlife reinforces the idea that death is a natural and 
inevitable part of life, and that it is a transition to a new state of existence.

Q.What is the irony in the poem's title?

A: The title "Because I Could Not Stop for Death" is ironic because the speaker is actually 
stopped by Death, rather than being unable to stop.

Q.How does Dickinson use ambiguity to create uncertainty in the poem?

A: Dickinson uses ambiguous language and imagery to create uncertainty about the nature of 
death and the afterlife.

Q. Who is the speaker in the poem?

A: The speaker is an unnamed woman who is taken on a journey by Death.

Q.What can we infer about the speaker's character from the poem?

A: We can infer that the speaker is introspective, curious, and somewhat detached from the 
world around her.

Q. What is the theme of mortality in the poem?

A: The theme of mortality is explored through the speaker's encounter with Death, and the 
idea that death is a natural and inevitable part of life.

Q.How does Dickinson use the symbol of the "carriage" to convey the idea of mortality?

A: The carriage symbolizes the journey of life, and the idea that death is a transition to a new 
state of existence.



Q. What poetic device does Dickinson use to create a sense of intimacy and familiarity 
with Death?

A: Dickinson uses personification to create a sense of intimacy and familiarity with Death.

Q.How does Dickinson's use of imagery contribute to the poem's atmosphere?

A: Dickinson's imagery creates a sense of calmness and serenity, which contrasts with the 
traditional fears associated with death.

Q.Briefly  analysis  the poem Because I could not stop for death

Or 

Write the theme of the poem

Or

write the sumury of the poem

Or 

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the poem

Ans: Because I could not stop for death" is one of Emily Dickinson's most celebrated poems 
and was composed around 1863. In the poem, a female speaker tells the story of how she was 
visited by "Death," personified as a "kindly" gentleman, and taken for a ride in his carriage. 
This ride appears to take the speaker past symbols of the different stages of life, before 
coming to a halt at what is most likely her own grave. The poem can be read both as the 
anticipation of a heavenly Christian afterlife and as something altogether bleaker and more 
down-to-earth. Much of its power comes from its refusal to offer easy answers to life's 
greatest mystery: what happens when people die.

I couldn't stop for "Death," so instead he came to get me. I climbed in his carriage, which 
held just the two of us—as well as Eternal Life.

We drove unhurriedly, with Death in no rush. I had left all my work and pleasures behind, in 
order to be respectful of his gentlemanly nature

We went by a school, where children played during their break time, arranged in a circle. 
Then we passed fields of crops—which seemed to stare—and the sun as it set in the sky.

Actually, we didn't pass the sun—it passed us. As it did so, dew formed, shivering and cold. I 
was cold too, as I was only wearing a thin gown and a lightweight scarf.



Our next stop was at what looked like a house, except it was partly buried in the ground. I 
could just about see the roof; even the ceiling was in the ground.

Since that day, centuries have passed. That said, it feels as though less than a day has gone by 
since then—the day that I realized that Death's horses were headed in the direction of 
eternity.

Because I could not stop for death” is an exploration of both the inevitability of death and the 
uncertainties that surround what happens when people actually die. In the poem, a woman 
takes a ride with a personified “Death” in his carriage, by all likelihood heading towards her 
place in the afterlife. The poem’s matter-of-fact tone, which underplays the fantastical nature 
of what is happening, quickly establishes this journey as something beyond the speaker’s 
control. It's not clear if the speaker is already dead, or she is traveling towards death. Either 
way, her death is presented as something natural, strange, and inescapable.

Indeed, the poem’s opening lines make this clear. The speaker herself couldn’t “stop for 
Death”—and not many people would—but “Death” has every intention of stopping for her. 
Notably, “Death” here is presented as something of a gentleman, “kindly” stopping his 
carriage so that the speaker can climb in. This suggests a certain comfort with, or at least 
acceptance of, dying on the part of the speaker, even as what this process actually entails 
remains mysterious.

Also, in the carriage is “Immortality.” It’s not clear if this is another personified figure—a 
kind of chaperone—or something more abstract. But the presence of “Immortality” does 
speak to one of humanity’s deepest questions: what happens when to people when they die?

“Immortality” is ambiguous here. Its presence could support the Christian idea of the 
afterlife—which some critics feel runs throughout Dickinson’s poems. Or, by contrast, 
“Immortality” could be somewhat ironic, hinting at the permanent nothingness that awaits in 
death. Either way, such is the eternal inevitability of “Death” that he himself is in “no haste.” 
That is, he doesn’t need to hurry to make death happen, because it is an automatic fact of life. 
In fact, the whole journey has the air of unhurried purpose, as though reaching the destination 
is a given and that therefore rushing is unnecessary. The carriage stops by a school, fields, 
and perhaps even the speaker’s own grave (stanza five). These seem to represent different 
stages of life, starting from childhood and preceding—like the journey itself—to the 
inevitable final destination.



To underscore the poem’s sense of awe surrounding the mysteries of death, the final stanza is 
filled with ambiguity and contradiction. The speaker explains that the carriage passed these 
sights “Centuries” ago, but that the entire time that has elapsed also feels “shorter than a 
Day.” In the grand scheme of eternity, hundreds of years might indeed feel like a blip on the 
radar. This contradiction thus highlights the difficulty of imagining eternity. Life is measured 
by time, moving through different stages as people age; people sense the story of their lives 
unfolding as time goes on. But in death, the perception of time—indeed, all perception—
ceases to exist. Unless, of course, there is an afterlife, an idea which the poem seems open to 
but inconclusive about.

Indeed, it’s in large part this inconclusiveness that makes the poem so powerful. On the one 
hand, “Death’s” kind and calm treatment of the woman could signal the comfort of a 
Christian afterlife—entrance to heaven and an eternity in God’s presence. But more darkly, 
the way that the poem plays with ideas of immortality and eternity can also be read as 
nothing more than the dark nothingness of death itself—that life, when it’s gone, is gone for 
good.

CHAPTER – 4

"Mother to Son":

Q. What is the central theme of the poem?

A: The poem explores the theme of perseverance and hope in the face of adversity.

Q.What is the tone of the poem?

A: The tone is determined, hopeful, and encouraging.

Q. Who is the speaker in the poem?

A: The speaker is a mother who is advising her son on how to navigate the challenges of life.

Q.What is the mother's message to her son?

A: The mother tells her son that life has not been easy for her, but she has persevered and 
encourages him to do the same.

Q. What is the significance of the "crystal stair" in the poem?



A: The crystal stair symbolizes a life of ease and luxury, which the mother has not had.

Q.How does Hughes use the image of the "tacks" and "splinters" to convey the idea of 
hardship?

A: The tacks and splinters represent the obstacles and challenges that the mother has faced in 
her life.

Q. What poetic device does Hughes use to create a sense of intimacy and familiarity?

A: Hughes uses free verse and a conversational tone to create a sense of intimacy and 
familiarity.

Q.How does Hughes's use of metaphor contribute to the poem's meaning?

A: Hughes's metaphors, such as the "crystal stair" and the "tacks" and "splinters", create vivid 
and powerful images that convey the idea of hardship and perseverance.

Q. What was the historical context in which the poem was written?

A: The poem was written during the Harlem Renaissance, a time of great cultural and artistic 
flowering in African American communities.

Q.How does the poem reflect the experiences and concerns of African Americans during 
this time period?

A: The poem reflects the experiences and concerns of African Americans during this time 
period, including the struggle for equality and the importance of perseverance in the face of 
adversity.

Q.What is the main message that the mother conveys to her son in the poem?

A: The mother's main message is that life is not easy, but with determination and 
perseverance, one can overcome obstacles and achieve success.

Q.How does the mother's message relate to the theme of hope and resilience?

A: The mother's message emphasizes the importance of hope and resilience in the face of 
adversity, encouraging her son to keep moving forward despite the challenges he may face.

Q. What does the "crystal stair" symbolize in the poem?



A: The crystal stair symbolizes a life of ease, luxury, and opportunity, which the mother has 
not had.

Q.How does the crystal stair relate to the idea of the "American Dream"?

A: The crystal stair can be seen as a representation of the American Dream, which promises a 
life of prosperity and happiness to those who work hard and persevere.

Q. What is the structure of the poem?

A: The poem consists of 20 lines, with no regular rhyme or meter.

Q.How does the poem's structure contribute to its meaning?

A: The poem's structure creates a sense of flow and continuity, mirroring the mother's 
conversation with her son and emphasizing the idea of perseverance and determination.

Q. What is the historical significance of the poem?

A: The poem is significant because it reflects the experiences and concerns of African 
Americans during the Harlem Renaissance, a time of great cultural and artistic flowering.

Q.How does the poem relate to the Civil Rights Movement?

A: The poem's themes of hope, resilience, and determination in the face of adversity 
resonated with the Civil Rights Movement, which sought to challenge racial segregation and 
inequality.

Q.  What literary device does Hughes use to create a sense of intimacy and familiarity?

A: Hughes uses free verse and a conversational tone to create a sense of intimacy and 
familiarity.

Q.How does Hughes's use of imagery contribute to the poem's meaning?

A: Hughes's imagery creates vivid and powerful images that convey the idea of hardship and 
perseverance, emphasizing the importance of hope and resilience.

Q.What is the tone of the poem?

A: The tone is determined, hopeful, and encouraging, with a sense of weariness and 
frustration.



Q.How does the tone relate to the poem's themes?

A: The tone reinforces the idea of perseverance and determination in the face of adversity, 
and emphasizes the importance of hope and resilience.

Q. What does the mother symbolize in the poem?

A: The mother symbolizes strength, resilience, and determination, as well as the struggles and 
hardships faced by African Americans.

Q.How does the mother's character relate to the poem's themes?

A: The mother's character reinforces the idea of perseverance and determination in the face of 
adversity, and emphasizes the importance of hope and resilience.

Q. What is notable about the language used in the poem?

A: The language is simple, direct, and powerful, with a strong emphasis on rhythm and 
cadence.

Q. How does the language contribute to the poem's meaning?

A: The language creates a sense of intimacy and familiarity, and emphasizes the idea of 
perseverance and determination in the face of adversity.

Q. What are the major themes of the poem?

A: The major themes are perseverance, determination, hope, and resilience in the face of 
adversity.

Q. How do the themes relate to the poem's historical context?

A: The themes reflect the experiences and concerns of African Americans during the Harlem 
Renaissance, and emphasize the importance of hope and resilience in the face of racism and 
inequality.

Q.What is the style of the poem?

A: The style is free verse, with a strong emphasis on rhythm and cadence.



Q.How does the style contribute to the poem's meaning?

A: The style creates a sense of flow and continuity, mirroring the mother's conversation with 
her son and emphasizing the idea of perseverance and determination.

Q.Briefly  analysis  the poem Mother to Son

Or 

Write the theme of the poem

Or

write the sumury of the poem

Or 

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the poem

Ans: Mother to Son” is a poem by Langston Hughes. It was first published in 1922 in The 
Crisis, a magazine dedicated to promoting civil rights in the United States, and was later 
collected in Hughes’s first book The Weary Blues (1926). The poem describes the difficulties 
that Black people face in a racist society, alluding to the many obstacles and dangers that 
racism throws in their way—obstacles and dangers that white people don’t have to face. At 
the same time, the poem argues that Black people can overcome these difficulties through 
persistence, resilience, and mutual support.

“Mother to Son” is a dramatic monologue about surviving in the face of American racism. 
The speaker gives her son advice about how to improve his lot in a racist society through an 
extended metaphor about climbing a set of stairs. While white people can climb up a “crystal 
stair”—meaning they enjoy a smooth and easy ascent—Black people are forced to take a 
dangerous and dark staircase. In this way, the speaker argues that racism makes it much more 
difficult for Black people to succeed in society. At the same time, she suggests that they can 
overcome many obstacles through perseverance and mutual support.

The speaker of “Mother to Son” distinguishes between two different kinds of staircases—
and, by extension, between two different kinds of paths through life. On the one hand, there’s 
the staircase that she’s had to climb—which is dangerous and falling apart, with loose tacks 
and splinters. Sometimes the staircase has even been “dark.” On the other hand, there’s a 
“crystal stair.” Crystals are smooth, shiny, and beautiful; they suggest glamor and wealth. In 
other words, the “crystal stair” is basically the opposite of the staircase the speaker has had to 
climb. Where her staircase is in disrepair, the crystal staircase is lovely and inviting. Where 
she has had to struggle to improve her life, the people who climb the “crystal stair” have no 
trouble getting where they way to go.



These two staircases aren’t meant to be taken literally. Rather, they're part of an extended 
metaphor for the unequal opportunities and challenges that Black people face in American 
society. Where white people have an easier and smoother course toward realizing their 
dreams, the poem argues, Black people like the speaker and her son have to fight through 
difficult, dangerous challenges just to reach the same level.

The speaker is realistic and straightforward about these difficulties; she doesn’t sugar-coat 
anything. She doesn’t suggest that racism will end; she never imagines, in this conversation 
with her son, at least, a world without the obstacles and dangers that she has endured. But she 
is also persistent, even triumphant. Despite everything, she announces, “I’se been a-climbin’ 
on.” In other words, the speaker believes that she and her son can still lead successful lives, 
despite the obstacles in their way. And she offers the poem to her son as encouragement: she 
wants to him follow her example, to be as persistent and determined as she’s been.

The poem's first line and title make it clear that the speaker here is a mother talking to her 
son. The opening word and caesura—"Well,"—then make it sound like this speech is coming 
mid-conversation, perhaps as a response to something the son has said; it feels as if the 
mother is saying, "Look here." In any case, it's obvious right away that the speaker wants her 
child to pay close attention to what she's about to tell him.

Knowing the poem's context helps clarify what's going on here: Langston Hughes was a 
leading figure of the Harlem Renaissance, an explosion of Black artistic output in New York 
in the 1920s. His work frequently focused on everyday Black experiences, and this poem is 
no different.

The mother here is giving her son advice about how to survive and thrive in a racist society, 
and she bases this advice on her own life. She uses an extended metaphor of a rough staircase 
to emphasize how hard she’s had to fight in order to be successful. That said, the poem 
doesn't explicitly mention race, which allows its message to be taken as a broader call for 
perseverance in the face of hardship as well.

Back to that metaphor. The mother begins, in line 2, by proclaiming: “Life for me ain’t been 
no crystal stair.” The line repeats at the end of the poem, in line 20, and thus serves as a kind 
of refrain: it frames the poem, offering critical context for understanding the speaker’s 
advice. The “crystal stair” symbolizes the privilege and power that white people enjoy in a 
racist society. Crystals are smooth, glamorous, and beautiful. The symbol thus suggests that 
white people can achieve their dreams without many obstacles: they climb easily toward their 
goals.



UNIT – 3

"The Old Man and the Sea":

Q. What is the central theme of the novel?

A: The central theme is the struggle between humanity and nature, as well as the human 
search for meaning and purpose.

Q.Who is the protagonist of the novel?

A: The protagonist is Santiago, an aging fisherman who embarks on a journey to catch a giant 
marlin.

Q. What are Santiago's key characteristics?

A: Santiago is determined, courageous, and humble, with a deep respect for nature and a 
strong sense of pride.

Q.How does Santiago's age and experience affect his character?

A: Santiago's age and experience have made him wise and introspective, but also weary and 
aware of his own mortality.

Q. What does the marlin symbolize in the novel?

A: The marlin symbolizes the power and majesty of nature, as well as the elusive and often 
unattainable nature of human goals.

Q.Why is the marlin so important to Santiago?

A: The marlin represents a chance for Santiago to prove himself and regain his dignity, as 
well as to connect with something greater than himself.



Q. What is the significance of the shark attack on the marlin?

A: The shark attack represents the destructive and indifferent nature of the universe, as well 
as the inevitability of loss and decline.

Q.How does Santiago respond to the shark attack?

A: Santiago responds with sadness and resignation, but also with a sense of acceptance and 
understanding.

Q. What is distinctive about Hemingway's writing style in the novel?

A: Hemingway's writing style is simple, direct, and concise, with a focus on concrete, 
descriptive details.

Q. How does the novel's style contribute to its themes?

A: The novel's style creates a sense of simplicity, clarity, and directness, which reinforces the 
themes of simplicity, courage, and resilience.

Q. What is the significance of the sea in the novel?

A: The sea symbolizes the power and mystery of nature, as well as the human search for 
meaning and purpose.

Q.How does Hemingway use imagery to describe the natural world?

A: Hemingway uses vivid and descriptive imagery to create a sense of the natural world's 
beauty, power, and complexity.

Q.What is the significance of the old man's journey out to sea?

A: The journey represents the old man's search for meaning, purpose, and redemption.

Q.How does the journey affect the old man's physical and emotional state?

A: The journey exhausts the old man physically, but also revitalizes him emotionally and 
spiritually.

Q. What is the nature of the relationship between Santiago and the marlin?



A: The relationship is one of respect, admiration, and even love, as Santiago comes to see the 
marlin as a noble and worthy adversary.

Q.How does the relationship between Santiago and the marlin reflect the human 
relationship with nature?

A: The relationship reflects the human desire to connect with and understand nature, as well 
as the need to respect and admire its power and beauty.

Q. What is the significance of perseverance in the novel?

A: Perseverance is a key theme, as Santiago's determination and refusal to give up ultimately 
allow him to achieve his goal and find a sense of pride and fulfillment.

Q.How does Santiago's perseverance reflect his character and values?

A: Santiago's perseverance reflects his courage, resilience, and determination, as well as his 
commitment to his values and principles.

Q. What is the significance of the novel's ending, in which Santiago returns to shore 
with the marlin's skeleton?

A: The ending represents Santiago's acceptance of his fate and the natural order of things, as 
well as his pride and sense of accomplishment.

Q.How does the ending reflect the novel's themes and symbolism?

A: The ending reinforces the themes of perseverance, respect for nature, and the human 
search for meaning and purpose, and provides a powerful symbol of Santiago's journey and 
transformation.

Q. What is distinctive about Hemingway's writing style in the novel?

A: Hemingway's writing style is characterized by simplicity, clarity, and a focus on concrete, 
descriptive details.

Q.How does Hemingway's writing style contribute to the novel's themes and 
symbolism?

A: Hemingway's writing style creates a sense of directness, simplicity, and honesty, which 
reinforces the novel's themes of perseverance, respect for nature, and the human search for 
meaning and purpose.



Q.What does the marlin symbolize in the novel?

A: The marlin symbolizes strength, courage, and perseverance, as well as the elusive and 
often unattainable nature of human goals.

Q.How does the marlin's size and strength reflect its symbolism?

A: The marlin's massive size and strength make it a formidable opponent, symbolizing the 
challenges and obstacles that humans face in life.

Q. What is the nature of the old man's relationship with the sea?

A: The old man has a deep respect and affinity for the sea, which he sees as a source of life, 
sustenance, and spiritual renewal.

Q.How does the old man's relationship with the sea reflect his character and values?

A: The old man's relationship with the sea reflects his humility, respect for nature, and 
commitment to his values and principles.

Q. What is the significance of redemption in the novel?

A: Redemption is a key theme, as the old man seeks to redeem himself and prove his worth 
through his journey and struggle with the marlin.

Q.How does the old man's quest for redemption reflect his character and values?

A: The old man's quest for redemption reflects his determination, courage, and commitment 
to his values and principles, as well as his desire to make amends for past mistakes and 
failures.

Q. What is the significance of the sharks in the novel?

A: The sharks symbolize the destructive and indifferent nature of the universe, as well as the 
inevitability of loss and decline.

Q.How do the sharks reflect the novel's themes and symbolism?

A: The sharks reinforce the themes of mortality, impermanence, and the human struggle 
against nature, and provide a powerful symbol of the destructive forces that shape human life.



Q. What is notable about Hemingway's use of imagery in the novel?

A: Hemingway's imagery is vivid, concrete, and descriptive, creating a powerful sense of the 
natural world and the old man's experience.

Q.How does Hemingway's use of imagery contribute to the novel's themes and 
symbolism?

A: Hemingway's imagery creates a sense of immediacy and intimacy, drawing the reader into 
the old man's world and reinforcing the novel's themes of perseverance, respect for nature, 
and the human search for meaning and purpose.

Q. What is the old man's physical state at the beginning of the novel?

A: The old man is weak, tired, and injured, reflecting his advanced age and years of hardship.

Q.How does the old man's physical state affect his emotional state?

A: The old man's physical state contributes to his feelings of despair, loneliness, and 
isolation.

Q. What is the significance of the old man's age in the novel?

A: The old man's age represents his accumulated experience, wisdom, and weariness, as well 
as his proximity to death.

Q.How does the old man's age affect his relationship with the natural world?

A: The old man's age allows him to see the natural world with a sense of perspective and 
appreciation, and to recognize the interconnectedness of all living things.

Q. What is the symbolic significance of the sea in the novel?

A: The sea represents the vast, unpredictable, and often cruel nature of the universe, as well 
as the old man's connection to the natural world.

Q. How does the sea affect the old man's emotional state?

A: The sea has a calming and meditative effect on the old man, allowing him to connect with 
his own emotions and the natural world.

Q. What is the significance of loneliness in the novel?



A: Loneliness is a major theme, reflecting the old man's isolation and disconnection from the 
world around him.

Q.How does the old man's loneliness affect his relationship with the marlin?

A: The old man's loneliness allows him to form a deep and intimate connection with the 
marlin, which becomes a symbol of his own struggles and aspirations.

Q. What is the significance of the novel's ending, in which the old man returns to shore 
with the marlin's skeleton?

A: The ending represents the old man's acceptance of his fate and the natural order of things, 
as well as his pride and sense of accomplishment.

Q.How does the ending reflect the novel's themes and symbolism?

A: The ending reinforces the themes of perseverance, respect for nature, and the human 
search for meaning and purpose, and provides a powerful symbol of the old man's journey 
and transformation.

Q.Briefly  analysis  the story the old man and the sea

Or 

Write the theme of the story

Or

write the sumury of the story

Or 

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the story

Ans: The Old Man and the Sea is the story of an epic struggle between an old, seasoned 
fisherman and the greatest catch of his life. For eighty-four days, Santiago, an aged Cuban 
fisherman, has set out to sea and returned empty-handed. So conspicuously unlucky is he that 
the parents of his young, devoted apprentice and friend, Manolin, have forced the boy to 
leave the old man in order to fish in a more prosperous boat. Nevertheless, the boy continues 
to care for the old man upon his return each night. He helps the old man tote his gear to his 
ramshackle hut, secures food for him, and discusses the latest developments in American 
baseball, especially the trials of the old man’s hero, Joe DiMaggio. Santiago is confident that 
his unproductive streak will soon come to an end, and he resolves to sail out farther than 
usual the following day.



On the eighty-fifth day of his unlucky streak, Santiago does as promised, sailing his skiff far 
beyond the island’s shallow coastal waters and venturing into the Gulf Stream. He prepares 
his lines and drops them. At noon, a big fish, which he knows is a marlin, takes the bait that 
Santiago has placed one hundred fathoms deep in the waters. The old man expertly hooks the 
fish, but he cannot pull it in. Instead, the fish begins to pull the boat.

Unable to tie the line fast to the boat for fear the fish would snap a taut line, the old man bears 
the strain of the line with his shoulders, back, and hands, ready to give slack should the 
marlin make a run. The fish pulls the boat all through the day, through the night, through 
another day, and through another night. It swims steadily northwest until at last it tires and 
swims east with the current. The entire time, Santiago endures constant pain from the fishing 
line. Whenever the fish lunges, leaps, or makes a dash for freedom, the cord cuts Santiago 
badly. Although wounded and weary, the old man feels a deep empathy and admiration for 
the marlin, his brother in suffering, strength, and resolve.

On the third day the fish tires, and Santiago, sleep-deprived, aching, and nearly delirious, 
manages to pull the marlin in close enough to kill it with a harpoon thrust. Dead beside the 
skiff, the marlin is the largest Santiago has ever seen. He lashes it to his boat, raises the small 
mast, and sets sail for home. While Santiago is excited by the price that the marlin will bring 
at market, he is more concerned that the people who will eat the fish are unworthy of its 
greatness.

As Santiago sails on with the fish, the marlin’s blood leaves a trail in the water and attracts 
sharks. The first to attack is a great mako shark, which Santiago manages to slay with the 
harpoon. In the struggle, the old man loses the harpoon and lengths of valuable rope, which 
leaves him vulnerable to other shark attacks. The old man fights off the successive vicious 
predators as best he can, stabbing at them with a crude spear he makes by lashing a knife to 
an oar, and even clubbing them with the boat’s tiller. Although he kills several sharks, more 
and more appear, and by the time night falls, Santiago’s continued fight against the 
scavengers is useless. They devour the marlin’s precious meat, leaving only skeleton, head, 
and tail. Santiago chastises himself for going “out too far,” and for sacrificing his great and 
worthy opponent. He arrives home before daybreak, stumbles back to his shack, and sleeps 
very deeply.

The next morning, a crowd of amazed fishermen gathers around the skeletal carcass of the 
fish, which is still lashed to the boat. Knowing nothing of the old man’s struggle, tourists at a 
nearby café observe the remains of the giant marlin and mistake it for a shark. Manolin, who 
has been worried sick over the old man’s absence, is moved to tears when he finds Santiago 
safe in his bed. The boy fetches the old man some coffee and the daily papers with the 
baseball scores, and watches him sleep. When the old man wakes, the two agree to fish as 
partners once more. The old man returns to sleep and dreams his usual dream of lions at play 
on the beaches of Africa.



UNIT – 4

"All My Sons":

Q.What is the central theme of the play?

A: The central theme is the American Dream and its illusions, as well as the consequences of 
prioritizing personal gain over moral responsibility.

Q.What is the setting of the play?

A: The play is set in the Keller family's backyard in August 1947.

Q. What is Joe Keller's character like?

A: Joe Keller is a successful businessman who has prioritized his own interests over moral 
responsibility, leading to tragic consequences.

Q.What is Chris Keller's character like?

A: Chris Keller is Joe's son, who is idealistic and wants to do the right thing, but is also naive 
and struggling to come to terms with his family's past.

Q.What is the main conflict of the play?

A: The main conflict is the revelation that Joe Keller knowingly sold defective plane parts to 
the military during World War II, leading to the deaths of 21 pilots.

Q.How does the play's plot relate to its themes?

A: The plot reinforces the themes of the American Dream and its illusions, as well as the 
consequences of prioritizing personal gain over moral responsibility.



Q.What is the significance of the tree in the Keller's backyard?

A: The tree symbolizes the family's past and the secrets that they have kept hidden.

Q.What is the significance of the letter that Ann Deever writes to Chris?

A: The letter symbolizes the truth about Joe Keller's past and the consequences of his actions.

Q. What is the historical context of the play?

A: The play is set in the aftermath of World War II, when the United States was experiencing 
a period of economic growth and social change.

Q.How does the play reflect the concerns and values of its time?

A: The play reflects the concerns and values of its time by exploring the tensions between 
personal gain and moral responsibility, as well as the illusions of the American Dream.

Q.What motivates Joe Keller's actions throughout the play?

A: Joe Keller's actions are motivated by his desire to protect his family and business, even if 
it means sacrificing his moral principles.

Q.What motivates Chris Keller's actions throughout the play?

A: Chris Keller's actions are motivated by his desire to do the right thing and uncover the 
truth about his family's past.

Q. What is the significance of the theme of guilt and responsibility in the play?

A: The theme of guilt and responsibility highlights the consequences of prioritizing personal 
gain over moral responsibility and the importance of taking responsibility for one's actions.

Q.What is the significance of the theme of the American Dream in the play?

A: The theme of the American Dream highlights the illusions and disillusionments of the 
post-war era, as well as the tension between individual success and moral responsibility.

Q. What is the dramatic structure of the play?

A: The play is structured around the revelation of Joe Keller's past and the consequences that 
follow, building towards a tragic conclusion.



Q. How does the play's dramatic structure contribute to its themes and character 
development?

A: The play's dramatic structure creates a sense of tension and inevitability, highlighting the 
consequences of Joe Keller's actions and the importance of taking responsibility for one's 
actions.

Q. What is the symbolic significance of the broken tree in the Keller's backyard?

A: The broken tree symbolizes the broken relationships and moral principles that have been 
destroyed by Joe Keller's actions.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the letter that Ann Deever writes to Chris?

A: The letter symbolizes the truth about Joe Keller's past and the consequences of his actions, 
as well as the importance of honesty and transparency.

Q. How does the play reflect the social and economic changes of the post-war era?

A: The play reflects the social and economic changes of the post-war era by exploring the 
tensions between individual success and moral responsibility, as well as the illusions and 
disillusionments of the American Dream.

Q.How does the play critique the values and ideals of the post-war era?

A: The play critiques the values and ideals of the post-war era by highlighting the 
consequences of prioritizing personal gain over moral responsibility and the importance of 
taking responsibility for one's actions.

Q.What is Kate Keller's role in the play?

A: Kate Keller is Joe's wife and Chris's mother, who is struggling to come to terms with the 
past and the consequences of her husband's actions.

Q.What is Ann Deever's significance in the play?

A: Ann Deever is the daughter of Joe's former business partner, who has been affected by 
Joe's actions and serves as a catalyst for the revelation of the truth.

Q.  What is the significance of the theme of denial in the play?

A: The theme of denial highlights the ways in which characters avoid confronting the truth 
and the consequences of their actions.



Q.What is the significance of the theme of guilt in the play?

A: The theme of guilt emphasizes the importance of taking responsibility for one's actions 
and the consequences of avoiding that responsibility.

Q.  How does the play's use of flashbacks contribute to its dramatic structure?

A: The play's use of flashbacks provides background information and highlights the 
consequences of Joe's actions, building towards the tragic conclusion.

Q.What is the significance of the play's ending?

A: The play's ending is significant because it highlights the devastating consequences of Joe's 
actions and the importance of taking responsibility for one's actions.

Q. What is the symbolic significance of the Keller's backyard?

A: The Keller's backyard symbolizes the family's attempts to create a sense of normalcy and 
tranquility, despite the secrets and lies that are hidden beneath the surface.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the broken tree?

A: The broken tree symbolizes the broken relationships and moral principles that have been 
destroyed by Joe's actions.

Q.  How does the play reflect the post-war era's emphasis on consumerism and 
materialism?

A: The play critiques the post-war era's emphasis on consumerism and materialism by 
highlighting the empty, superficial lives of the Keller family.

Q.What is the significance of the play's exploration of the American Dream?

A: The play's exploration of the American Dream highlights the tension between individual 
success and moral responsibility, as well as the illusions and disillusionments of the post-war 
era.

Q.What is the relationship between Joe and Chris Keller?

A: Joe and Chris have a complex and strained relationship, with Chris struggling to come to 
terms with his father's past actions.



Q. What is the relationship between Kate and Ann Deever?

A: Kate and Ann have a tense and awkward relationship, with Kate struggling to accept 
Ann's presence in their lives.

Q. What is the significance of the theme of secrecy in the play?

A: The theme of secrecy highlights the ways in which characters hide the truth from 
themselves and others, leading to devastating consequences.

Q.What is the significance of the theme of responsibility in the play?

A: The theme of responsibility emphasizes the importance of taking responsibility for one's 
actions and the consequences of avoiding that responsibility.

Q.  How does the play's use of tension and suspense contribute to its dramatic 
structure?

A: The play's use of tension and suspense builds towards the tragic conclusion, highlighting 
the devastating consequences of Joe's actions.

Q.What is the significance of the play's climax?

A: The play's climax is significant because it highlights the devastating consequences of Joe's 
actions and the importance of taking responsibility for one's actions.

Q. What is the symbolic significance of the Keller's house?

A: The Keller's house symbolizes the family's attempts to create a sense of normalcy and 
tranquility, despite the secrets and lies that are hidden beneath the surface.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the broken fence?

A: The broken fence symbolizes the broken relationships and moral principles that have been 
destroyed by Joe's actions.

Q. How does the play reflect the post-war era's emphasis on patriotism and 
nationalism?

A: The play critiques the post-war era's emphasis on patriotism and nationalism by 
highlighting the ways in which these ideals can be used to justify immoral actions.



Q.What is the significance of the play's exploration of the impact of war on individuals 
and society?

A: The play's exploration of the impact of war on individuals and society highlights the 
devastating consequences of war and the importance of taking responsibility for one's actions.

Q.What is the significance of Joe Keller's character?

A: Joe Keller's character represents the American Dream gone wrong, highlighting the 
consequences of prioritizing personal gain over moral responsibility.

Q.What is the significance of Chris Keller's character?

A: Chris Keller's character represents the idealism and morality that is lost when individuals 
prioritize personal gain over moral responsibility.

Q. What is the significance of the theme of morality in the play?

A: The theme of morality emphasizes the importance of taking responsibility for one's actions 
and the consequences of avoiding that responsibility.

Q.What is the significance of the theme of family in the play?

A: The theme of family highlights the ways in which family relationships can be both 
supportive and destructive.

Q. How does the play's use of dramatic irony contribute to its dramatic structure?

A: The play's use of dramatic irony creates tension and suspense, highlighting the devastating 
consequences of Joe's actions.

Q.What is the significance of the play's ending?

A: The play's ending is significant because it highlights the devastating consequences of Joe's 
actions and the importance of taking responsibility for one's actions.

Q. What is the symbolic significance of the apple tree in the Keller's backyard?

A: The apple tree symbolizes the family's attempts to create a sense of normalcy and 
tranquility, despite the secrets and lies that are hidden beneath the surface.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the newspaper article about Joe's trial?



A: The newspaper article symbolizes the public exposure of Joe's crimes and the 
consequences of his actions.

Q. How does the play reflect the post-war era's emphasis on social conformity?

A: The play critiques the post-war era's emphasis on social conformity by highlighting the 
ways in which individuals can become trapped in societal expectations.

Q.What is the significance of the play's exploration of the impact of capitalism on 
individuals and society?

A: The play's exploration of the impact of capitalism on individuals and society highlights the 
ways in which the pursuit of wealth and power can lead to moral compromise and devastating 
consequences.

Q.Briefly  analysis  the story All my sons

Or 

Write the theme of the story

Or

write the sumury of the story

Or 

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the story

Ans: The curtain rises on Joe Keller reading the newspaper in his backyard in a small town 
soon after the end of World War II. A strong wind the night before has toppled an apple tree 
that was planted to honor Larry Keller, Joe and Kate’s son. A neighbor, Frank Lubey, visits 
and says that Kate has asked him to use Larry’s horoscope to determine whether November 
25, the day Larry disappeared, was a “fortunate day.” Another neighbor, Dr. Jim Bayliss, 
engages in conversation with Joe, too.

A young woman named Ann (Annie) Deever arrived the night before and sleeps inside. Ann 
is staying in Larry’s room and used to be Larry’s girlfriend. Sue Bayliss and Lydia Lubey 
also appear and converse with their husbands. A boy named Bert pretends to be a police 
officer that Joe hires, and he imagines a jail in Joe’s basement.

Chris Keller, Joe and Kate’s other son, enters and tells Joe that he saw Kate in the yard the 
night before when the tree fell and that she ran into the house, crying. They agree that Kate 
clings to the hope that Larry will return, but they both acknowledge that it’s impossible. Chris 
tells Joe that he has invited Ann to visit because they are in love and intend to marry. When 



Kate appears, she describes a vision she had of Larry flying his aircraft over their house, 
calling for his mama. When Kate admits that she can’t handle the reality of Larry’s death, Joe 
and Chris agree that they will tell Kate about the impending wedding that evening at dinner 
after a few drinks.

When Ann joins them in the yard, Jim asks about her father in prison. It is revealed that 
Ann’s father, Steve Deever, and Joe were business partners. Three years earlier, their factory 
built aircraft engines for the Air Force. When it was discovered that someone had knowingly 
shipped cracked engines that resulted in the deaths of twenty-one American pilots, Steve 
Deever was found guilty, but Joe was exonerated because he wasn’t in the plant the day the 
faulty engines were shipped. The entire play revolves around this past event. Ann accepts 
Chris’s marriage proposal and listens to Chris’s own war story. At the end of Act One, Ann 
gets a phone call from her brother, George, who has just visited Steve in prison. George will 
arrive soon to talk to Ann, but no one knows why.

Chris saws the broken apple tree in the beginning of Act Two. Sue and Ann discuss marriage, 
and Sue criticizes Chris’s idealism. She suggests that everyone knows that Joe was guilty, 
too. Jim has gone to pick up George from the train station and returns, warning Joe that 
George is angry and means to start trouble. George has come to confront Joe and to bring 
Ann home. When George appears, he and Chris talk about work. George is wearing his 
father’s hat and confesses to Ann that they have treated Steve poorly by not communicating 
with him and not believing his story of what really happened at the factory. Steve told his son 
the truth, that Joe gave the order to ship the cracked engines and then faked being sick so as 
not to come to the factory that day. George wants to confront Joe directly, but Ann talks him 
into waiting. Lydia is happy to see George because they were once romantically involved.

When Joe appears, he inquiries about Steve and offers him a job at the plant when he is 
released from prison, but George makes it clear that Steve hates Joe and anyone else who 
profited from the war. When Kate claims that Joe hasn’t been sick in fifteen years, George 
immediately recognizes the lie about having the flu, which was his excuse for not being at 
work the day of the incident. Joe tries to correct Kate’s slip, but it’s too late. Suddenly, Frank 
appears to tell them that Larry’s horoscope reveals that he might still be alive, which only 
reinforces Kate’s delusion. Chris calls the idea insane, but Kate holds fast, and George wants 
to leave with Ann. In a moment of clarity, Kate reveals to her son, Chris, that she knows 
about Joe’s role in the munition’s shipment. Stunned by the truth, Chris explodes at his father 
in fury.

Act Three takes place in the dead of night. Chris has driven away, and Kate sits on the porch 
alone. Jim appears and reassures her that Chris will return. He also tells Kate that he’s known 
all along about Joe’s guilt. Kate tries to explain to Joe that Chris believes in more than money 
and family, a value that Joe cannot agree with. Joe claims that he’d kill himself if there was 
something more important than family. Ann appears with a letter from Larry, a piece of 



evidence that she’s been holding back from the family. Ann wants Kate to free Chris from the 
lie about Larry, but since Kate refuses, she must share the truth. Chris appears and apologizes 
to Ann for being a coward. He can no longer be in Joe’s business and will find a new life in 
Cleveland. His idealism has turned into cynicism.

When Joe reappears, another fight ensues. Joe tells Chris to throw away the family money if 
he considers it dirty. Chris admits that he worshiped Joe blindly and now sees the world for 
what it is. Ann chooses to share Larry’s letter, which contains the revelation that finally 
breaks this family in half. In the letter, Larry confesses to committing suicide in response to 
Joe’s crime. Joe responds to this news by quietly claiming that he now understands and goes 
inside to shoot himself. The play ends with Kate holding Chris, trying to comfort him, and 
telling him that he must go on living.



UNIT – 5

"The Purloined Letter"

Q. What is the central mystery of the story?

A: The central mystery is the theft of a letter from the Queen's boudoir and the subsequent 
search for it by the Prefect of Police.

Q.Who is the protagonist of the story?

A: The protagonist is C. Auguste Dupin, a brilliant detective who is called upon to solve the 
mystery.

Q. What is Dupin's character like?

A: Dupin is a brilliant, analytical, and intuitive detective who uses his powers of observation 
and deduction to solve the mystery.

Q.What is the Prefect's character like?

A: The Prefect is a competent but conventional thinker who is stumped by the mystery and 
requires Dupin's expertise to solve it.

Q.How does Dupin solve the mystery?

A: Dupin solves the mystery by using his powers of observation and deduction to figure out 
where the letter is hidden.

Q.What is the significance of the letter's hiding place?

A: The letter's hiding place is significant because it is in plain sight, yet cleverly concealed, 
reflecting the cunning and cleverness of the thief.



Q.What is the theme of the story?

A: The theme of the story is the power of human ingenuity and the importance of thinking 
outside the box to solve complex problems.

Q.How does the story explore the theme of deception?

A: The story explores the theme of deception by highlighting the ways in which the thief uses 
misdirection and cleverness to conceal the letter.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the letter?

A: The letter symbolizes the power of knowledge and information, as well as the danger of 
secrets and hidden truths.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the Minister's actions?

A: The Minister's actions symbolize the corrupting influence of power and the dangers of 
unchecked ambition.

Q. What is notable about Poe's writing style in the story?

A: Poe's writing style is notable for its clarity, precision, and analytical tone, which reflects 
Dupin's character and approach to problem-solving.

Q. How does the story's structure contribute to its themes and plot?

A: The story's structure, which involves a series of nested narratives, contributes to its themes 
of deception and misdirection, as well as its plot, which involves a complex and cleverly 
constructed mystery.

Q.What is the significance of Dupin's character in the story?

A: Dupin's character is significant because he represents the power of human reason and 
analytical thinking in solving complex problems.

Q.What is the Minister's character like?

A: The Minister is a cunning and clever character who uses his intelligence and charm to 
deceive others and achieve his goals.

Q.What is the theme of deception in the story?



A: The theme of deception highlights the ways in which characters use misdirection and 
cleverness to conceal the truth and achieve their goals.

Q.How does the story explore the theme of power?

A: The story explores the theme of power by highlighting the ways in which characters use 
their intelligence, charm, and position to manipulate and control others.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the letter's contents?

A: The letter's contents are symbolic of the power of knowledge and information, as well as 
the danger of secrets and hidden truths.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the Minister's ring?

A: The Minister's ring is symbolic of his wealth, power, and status, as well as his corruption 
and deceit.

Q. What is notable about Poe's use of language in the story?

A: Poe's use of language is notable for its clarity, precision, and analytical tone, which 
reflects Dupin's character and approach to problem-solving.

Q.How does the story's structure contribute to its themes and plot?

A: The story's structure, which involves a series of nested narratives, contributes to its themes 
of deception and misdirection, as well as its plot, which involves a complex and cleverly 
constructed mystery.

Q. What is the historical context of the story?

A: The story was written in 1844, during the height of Poe's career as a writer and editor.

Q.How does the story reflect the cultural and social values of its time?

A: The story reflects the cultural and social values of its time by highlighting the importance 
of reason, analytical thinking, and intellectual curiosity.

Q. What is the literary significance of "The Purloined Letter"?

A: The story is significant because it is one of the first modern detective stories, and it 
establishes many of the conventions of the genre.



Q.How does the story influence later literary works?

A: The story influences later literary works by establishing the character of the brilliant and 
analytical detective, and by exploring themes of deception, power, and intellectual curiosity.

Q.What motivates Dupin to solve the mystery of the purloined letter?

A: Dupin is motivated by his intellectual curiosity and his desire to prove his analytical 
abilities.

Q.What motivates the Minister to steal the letter?

A: The Minister is motivated by his desire for power and control, as well as his need to 
conceal his own secrets and scandals.

Q. What is the thematic significance of the story's title, "The Purloined Letter"?

A: The title highlights the central mystery of the story and emphasizes the themes of 
deception, secrecy, and intellectual curiosity.

Q.How does the story explore the theme of identity?

A: The story explores the theme of identity by highlighting the ways in which characters use 
deception and secrecy to conceal their true identities and motivations.

Q.  What is the symbolic significance of the letter itself?

A: The letter symbolizes the power of knowledge and information, as well as the danger of 
secrets and hidden truths.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the Minister's apartment?

A: The Minister's apartment symbolizes his wealth, power, and status, as well as his 
corruption and deceit.

Q. What literary device does Poe use to create suspense and tension in the story?

A: Poe uses the literary device of dramatic irony to create suspense and tension, as the reader 
is aware of the letter's location before Dupin reveals it.

Q.How does Poe use foreshadowing in the story?



A: Poe uses foreshadowing to hint at the Minister's guilt and the letter's location, creating a 
sense of tension and suspense.

Q. What is the historical context of the story's publication?

A: The story was published in 1844, during the height of Poe's career as a writer and editor.

Q.How does the story reflect the cultural and social values of its time?

A: The story reflects the cultural and social values of its time by highlighting the importance 
of reason, analytical thinking, and intellectual curiosity.

Q. What is the literary significance of "The Purloined Letter"?

A: The story is significant because it is one of the first modern detective stories, and it 
establishes many of the conventions of the genre.

Q.How does the story influence later literary works?

A: The story influences later literary works by establishing the character of the brilliant and 
analytical detective, and by exploring themes of deception, power, and intellectual curiosity.

Q.What is the significance of the narrator's character in the story?

A: The narrator's character serves as a foil to Dupin's, highlighting the latter's exceptional 
analytical abilities.

Q.What is the Minister's motivation for stealing the letter?

A: The Minister steals the letter to gain power and control over the Queen, using the letter's 
contents to blackmail her.

Q.What is the theme of the story's exploration of the human psyche?

A: The story explores the human psyche by highlighting the complexities of human 
motivation, the power of analytical thinking, and the dangers of unchecked ambition.

Q.How does the story critique the social hierarchy of Poe's time?

A: The story critiques the social hierarchy of Poe's time by highlighting the corruption and 
deceit that can occur among the powerful and wealthy.



Q.What is the symbolic significance of the letter's seal?

A: The letter's seal symbolizes the power and authority of the Queen, as well as the Minister's 
attempt to usurp that power.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the Minister's dress?

A: The Minister's dress symbolizes his wealth, status, and power, as well as his attempt to 
conceal his true nature.

Q. What literary device does Poe use to create a sense of tension and suspense?

A: Poe uses the literary device of cliffhanging to create a sense of tension and suspense, 
ending each section of the story with a dramatic revelation.

Q.How does Poe use imagery in the story?

A: Poe uses imagery to create a vivid and atmospheric setting, drawing the reader into the 
world of the story and highlighting the characters' emotions and motivations.

Q. What is the historical context of the story's publication?

A: The story was published in 1844, during the height of Poe's career as a writer and editor.

Q.How does the story reflect the cultural and social values of its time?

A: The story reflects the cultural and social values of its time by highlighting the importance 
of reason, analytical thinking, and intellectual curiosity.

Q. What is the literary significance of "The Purloined Letter"?

A: The story is significant because it is one of the first modern detective stories, and it 
establishes many of the conventions of the genre.

Q.How does the story influence later literary works?

A: The story influences later literary works by establishing the character of the brilliant and 
analytical detective, and by exploring themes of deception, power, and intellectual curiosity.

Q.Briefly  analysis  the story "The Purloined Letter

Or 



Write the theme of the story

Or

write the sumury of the story

Or 

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the story

Ans: In a small room in Paris, an unnamed narrator, who also narrates “The Murders in the 
Rue Morgue,” sits quietly with his friend, c.Auguste Dupin. He ponders the murders in the 
Rue Morgue, which Dupin solved in that story. Monsieur G——, the prefect of the Paris 
police, arrives, having decided to consult Dupin again. The prefect presents a case that is 
almost too simple: a letter has been taken from the royal apartments. The police know who 
has taken it: the Minister D——, an important government official. According to the prefect, 
a young lady possessed the letter, which contains information that could harm a powerful 
individual. When the young lady was first reading the letter, the man whom it concerned 
came into the royal apartments. Not wanting to arouse his suspicion, she put it down on a 
table next to her. The sinister Minister D—— then walked in and noted the letter’s contents. 
Quickly grasping the seriousness of the situation, he produced a letter of his own that 
resembled the important letter. He left his own letter next to the original one as he began to 
talk of Parisian affairs. Finally, as he prepared to leave the apartment, he purposely retrieved 
the lady’s letter in place of his own. Now, the prefect explains, the Minister D—— possesses 
a great deal of power over the lady.

Dupin asks whether the police have searched the Minister’s residence, arguing that since the 
power of the letter derives from its being readily available, it must be in his apartment. The 
prefect responds that they have searched the Minister’s residence but have not located the 
letter. He recounts the search procedure, during which the police systematically searched 
every inch of the hotel. In addition, the letter could not be hidden on the Minister’s body 
because the police have searched him as well. The prefect mentions that he is willing to 
search long and hard because the reward offered in the case is so generous. Upon Dupin’s 
request, the prefect reads him a physical description of the letter. Dupin suggests that the 
police search again.

One month later, Dupin and the narrator are again sitting together when the prefect visits. The 
prefect admits that he cannot find the letter, even though the reward has increased. The 
prefect says that he will pay 50,000 francs to anyone who obtains the letter for him. Dupin 
tells him to write a check for that amount on the spot. Upon receipt of the check, Dupin hands 
over the letter. The prefect rushes off to return it to its rightful owner, and Dupin explains 
how he obtained the letter.

Dupin admits that the police are skilled investigators according to their own principles. He 
explains this remark by describing a young boy playing “even and odd.” In this game, each 
player must guess whether the number of things (usually toys) held by another player is even 



or odd. If the guesser is right, he gets one of the toys. If he is wrong, he loses a toy of his 
own. The boy whom Dupin describes plays the game well because he bases his guesses on 
the knowledge of his opponent. When he faces difficulty, he imitates the facial expression of 
his opponent, as though to understand what he thinks and feels. With this knowledge, he 
often guesses correctly. Dupin argues that the Paris police do not use this strategy and 
therefore could not find the letter: the police think only to look for a letter in places where 
they themselves might hide it.

Dupin argues that the Minister D—— is intelligent enough not to hide the letter in the nooks 
and crannies of his apartment—exactly where the police first investigate. He describes to the 
narrator a game of puzzles in which one player finds a name on a map and tells the other 
player to find it as well. Amateurs, says Dupin, pick the names with the smallest letters. 
According to Dupin’s logic, the hardest names to find are actually those that stretch broadly 
across the map because they are so obvious.

With this game in mind, Dupin recounts the visit he made to the Minister’s apartment. After 
surveying the Minister’s residence, Dupin notices a group of visiting cards hanging from the 
mantelpiece. A letter accompanies them. It has a different exterior than that previously 
described by the prefect, but Dupin also observes that the letter appears to have been folded 
back on itself. He becomes sure that it is the stolen document. In order to create a reason for 
returning to the apartment, he purposely leaves behind his snuffbox. When he goes back the 
next morning to retrieve it, he also arranges for someone to make a commotion outside the 
window while he is in the apartment. When the Minister rushes to the window to investigate 
the noise, Dupin replaces the stolen letter with a fake. He justifies his decision to leave 
behind another letter by predicting that the Minister will embarrass himself when he acts in 
reliance upon the letter, he falsely believes he still possesses. Dupin remarks that the Minister 
once wronged him in Vienna and that he has pledged not to forget the insult. Inside the fake 
letter, then, Dupin inscribes, a French poem that translates into English, “So baneful a 
scheme, if not worthy of Atreus, is worthy of Thyestes.”

Along with “The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” “The Purloined Letter” establishes a new 
genre of short fiction in American literature: the detective story. Poe considered “The 
Purloined Letter” his best detective story, and critics have long identified the ways in which it 
redefines the mystery genre—it turns away from action toward intellectual analysis, for 
example. As opposed to the graphic violence of “The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” which 
features bodily mutilation and near decapitation by a wild animal, “The Purloined Letter” 
focuses more dryly on the relationship between the Paris police and Dupin, between the 
ineffectual established order and the savvy private eye. When the narrator opens the story by 
reflecting upon the gruesome murders in the Rue Morgue that Dupin has helped to solve, Poe 
makes it clear that the prior story is on his mind. Poe sets up the cool reason of “The 
Purloined Letter” in opposition to the violence of “The Murders in the Rue Morgue.” The 
battered and lacerated bodies of “The Murders in the Rue Morgue” are replaced by the 
bloodless, inanimate stolen letter. However, just as the Paris police are unable to solve the 



gory crime of passion in “The Murders in the Rue Morgue,” they are similarly unable to 
solve this apparently simple mystery, in which the solution is hidden in plain sight.

CHAPTER – 2

"Everyday Use":

Q. What is the central theme of the essay?

A: The central theme is the importance of understanding and appreciating one's cultural 
heritage.

Q.Who is the narrator of the essay?

A: The narrator is the mother of the two main characters, Maggie and Dee.

Q.  What is Dee's character like?

A: Dee is portrayed as educated, confident, and disconnected from her cultural heritage.

Q.What is Maggie's character like?

A: Maggie is portrayed as shy, insecure, and deeply connected to her cultural heritage.

Q. What is the symbolic significance of the quilts?

A: The quilts symbolize the family's cultural heritage and the connection to their past.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the butter churn?

A: The butter churn symbolizes the family's history and the connection to their ancestors.

Q.What is the theme of cultural heritage in the essay?

A: The theme of cultural heritage highlights the importance of understanding and 
appreciating one's cultural roots.

Q.What is the theme of identity in the essay?



A: The theme of identity explores the tension between Dee's desire for self-improvement and 
her disconnection from her cultural heritage.

Q. What is notable about Walker's writing style in the essay?

A: Walker's writing style is notable for its use of vivid imagery, simple language, and a 
strong narrative voice.

Q.How does the essay's structure contribute to its themes and character development?

A: The essay's structure, which is divided into sections and told from the mother's 
perspective, contributes to the themes of cultural heritage and identity, and highlights the 
characters' complex relationships.

Q.  What is the historical context of the essay?

A: The essay was written in 1973, during the height of the Civil Rights Movement and the 
Black Power movement.

Q.How does the essay reflect the cultural and social values of its time?

A: The essay reflects the cultural and social values of its time by highlighting the importance 
of cultural heritage and identity, and critiquing the ways in which African American culture 
was being erased or co-opted.

Q.What is the mother's character like in the essay?

A: The mother is portrayed as strong, wise, and deeply connected to her cultural heritage.

Q.What is the significance of Dee's name change to Wangero?

A: Dee's name change to Wangero symbolizes her rejection of her cultural heritage and her 
attempt to create a new identity for herself.

Q.What is the theme of cultural appropriation in the essay?

A: The theme of cultural appropriation highlights the ways in which dominant cultures often 
co-opt and erase the cultural practices and traditions of marginalized cultures.

Q.What is the theme of family and tradition in the essay?



A: The theme of family and tradition highlights the importance of preserving cultural heritage 
and tradition within families and communities.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the dasher?

A: The dasher symbolizes the family's cultural heritage and the connection to their ancestors.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the yard?

A: The yard symbolizes the family's history and the connection to their land and community.

Q. What is notable about Walker's use of dialogue in the essay?

A: Walker's use of dialogue is notable for its ability to reveal character and highlight the 
tensions and conflicts within the family.

Q.How does the essay's structure contribute to its themes and character development?

A: The essay's structure, which is divided into sections and told from the mother's 
perspective, contributes to the themes of cultural heritage and identity, and highlights the 
characters' complex relationships.

Q. How does the essay reflect the cultural and social values of the 1970s?

A: The essay reflects the cultural and social values of the 1970s by highlighting the 
importance of cultural heritage and identity, and critiquing the ways in which African 
American culture was being erased or co-opted.

Q.What is the significance of the essay's publication in 1973?

A: The essay's publication in 1973 marked an important moment in the development of 
African American literature and the celebration of African American culture and identity.

Q. What is the literary significance of "Everyday Use"?

A: "Everyday Use" is a landmark essay in African American literature, celebrated for its 
powerful exploration of cultural heritage, identity, and family.

Q.How does the essay influence later literary works?



A: "Everyday Use" influences later literary works by establishing the importance of exploring 
cultural heritage and identity in African American literature, and by providing a powerful 
model for storytelling and character development.

Q.What is Maggie's role in the essay?

A: Maggie is the younger sister of Dee, and her role in the essay is to highlight the contrast 
between her own connection to their cultural heritage and Dee's rejection of it.

Q.What is the significance of Dee's relationship with her mother?

A: Dee's relationship with her mother is significant because it highlights the tension between 
Dee's desire for self-improvement and her rejection of her cultural heritage.

Q.What is the theme of cultural identity in the essay?

A: The theme of cultural identity highlights the importance of understanding and appreciating 
one's cultural heritage, and the consequences of rejecting or ignoring it.

Q.What is the theme of family dynamics in the essay?

A: The theme of family dynamics highlights the complex relationships within families, 
particularly between mothers and daughters, and the ways in which cultural heritage can both 
unite and divide family members.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the quilts in the essay?

A: The quilts symbolize the family's cultural heritage and the connection to their ancestors, as 
well as the tension between preserving tradition and embracing change.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the house in the essay?

A: The house symbolizes the family's history and the connection to their land and 
community, as well as the tension between preserving tradition and embracing change.

Q. What is notable about Walker's use of imagery in the essay?

A: Walker's use of imagery is notable for its vivid and evocative descriptions of the natural 
world, which highlight the connection between the characters and their environment.

Q.How does the essay's structure contribute to its themes and character development?



A: The essay's structure, which is divided into sections and told from the mother's 
perspective, contributes to the themes of cultural heritage and identity, and highlights the 
characters' complex relationships.

Q. How does the essay reflect the cultural and social values of the Civil Rights 
Movement?

A: The essay reflects the cultural and social values of the Civil Rights Movement by 
highlighting the importance of preserving and celebrating African American cultural heritage.

Q.What is the significance of the essay's publication in the 1970s?

A: The essay's publication in the 1970s marked an important moment in the development of 
African American literature and the celebration of African American culture and identity.

Q. What is the literary significance of "Everyday Use"?

A: "Everyday Use" is a landmark essay in African American literature, celebrated for its 
powerful exploration of cultural heritage, identity, and family.

Q.How does the essay influence later literary works?

A: "Everyday Use" influences later literary works by establishing the importance of exploring 
cultural heritage and identity in African American literature, and by providing a powerful 
model for storytelling and character development.

Q.What is the significance of the mother's character in the essay?

A: The mother's character is significant because she represents the connection to the family's 
cultural heritage and the importance of preserving tradition.

Q. What is the significance of Dee's character in the essay?

A: Dee's character is significant because she represents the tension between preserving 
cultural heritage and embracing change, as well as the consequences of rejecting one's 
cultural roots.

Q.What is the theme of cultural preservation in the essay?

A: The theme of cultural preservation highlights the importance of preserving cultural 
heritage and tradition, particularly in the face of change and modernization.



Q.What is the theme of identity formation in the essay?

A: The theme of identity formation highlights the ways in which individuals form and 
negotiate their identities, particularly in relation to their cultural heritage.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the churn in the essay?

A: The churn symbolizes the family's cultural heritage and the connection to their ancestors, 
as well as the importance of preserving tradition.

Q.What is the symbolic significance of the yard in the essay?

A: The yard symbolizes the family's history and the connection to their land and community, 
as well as the tension between preserving tradition and embracing change.

Q. What is notable about Walker's use of narrative voice in the essay?

A: Walker's use of narrative voice is notable for its ability to convey the mother's perspective 
and highlight the complexities of her relationships with her daughters.

Q.How does the essay's structure contribute to its themes and character development?

A: The essay's structure, which is divided into sections and told from the mother's 
perspective, contributes to the themes of cultural heritage and identity, and highlights the 
characters' complex relationships.

Q. How does the essay reflect the cultural and social values of the African American 
community in the 1970s?

A: The essay reflects the cultural and social values of the African American community in 
the 1970s by highlighting the importance of preserving cultural heritage and tradition.

Q.What is the significance of the essay's publication in the context of the African 
American literary movement?

A: The essay's publication is significant because it marks an important moment in the 
development of African American literature and the celebration of African American culture 
and identity.

Q. What is the literary significance of "Everyday Use"?

A: "Everyday Use" is a landmark essay in African American literature, celebrated for its 
powerful exploration of cultural heritage, identity, and family.



Q.How does the essay influence later literary works?

A: "Everyday Use" influences later literary works by establishing the importance of exploring 
cultural heritage and identity in African American literature, and by providing a powerful 
model for storytelling and character development.

Q.Briefly  analysis  the story Everyday Use

Or 

Write the theme of the story

Or

write the sumury of the story

Or 

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the story

Ans: Mama decides that she will wait in the yard for her daughter Dee’s arrival. Mama 
knows that her other daughter, Maggie, will be nervous throughout Dee’s stay, self-conscious 
of her scars and burn marks and jealous of Dee’s much easier life. Mama fantasizes about 
reunion scenes on television programs in which a successful daughter embraces the parents 
who have made her success possible. Sometimes Mama imagines reuniting with Dee in a 
similar scenario, in a television studio where an amiable host brings out a tearful Dee, who 
pins orchids on Mama’s dress. Whereas Mama is sheepish about the thought of looking a 
white man in the eye, Dee is more assertive. Mama’s musing is interrupted by Maggie’s 
shuffling arrival in the yard. Mama remembers the house fire that happened more than a 
decade ago, when she carried Maggie, badly burned, out of the house. Dee watched the 
flames engulf the house she despised.

Back then, Mama believed that Dee hated Maggie, until Mama and the community raised 
enough money to send Dee to school in Augusta. Mama resented the intimidating world of 
ideas and education that Dee forced on her family on her trips home. Mama never went to 
school beyond second grade. Maggie can read only in a limited capacity. Mama looks 
forward to Maggie’s marriage to John Thomas, after which Mama can peacefully relax and 
sing hymns at home.

When Dee arrives, Mama grips Maggie to prevent her from running back into the house. Dee 
emerges from the car with her boyfriend, Hakim-a-barber. Mama disapproves of the strange 
man’s presence and is equally disapproving of Dee’s dress and appearance. Hakim-a-barber 
greets and tries to hug Maggie, who recoils.

Dee gets a camera from the car and takes a few pictures of Mama and Maggie in front of their 
house. She then puts the camera on the backseat and kisses Mama on the forehead, as Hakim-



a-barber awkwardly tries to shake Maggie’s hand. Dee tells her mother that she has changed 
her name to Wangero Leewanika Kemanjo to protest being named after the people who have 
oppressed her. Mama tells Dee that she was in fact named after her Aunt Dicie, who was 
named after Grandma Dee, who bore the name of her mother as well. Mama struggles with 
the pronunciation of Dee’s new African name. Dee says she doesn’t have to use the new 
name, but Mama learns to say it, although she is unable to master Hakim’s name. Mama says 
that he must be related to the Muslims who live down the road and tend beef cattle and also 
greet people by saying “Asalamalakim.” Hakim-a-barber says he accepts some of their 
doctrines but is not into farming or herding.

Mama wonders whether Hakim-a-barber and Dee are married. Sitting down to eat, Hakim-a-
barber states that he does not eat collard greens or pork. Dee, however, eats heartily, 
delighted by the fact that the family still uses the benches her father made. Hopping up, she 
approaches the butter churn in the corner and asks Mama if she can have its top, which had 
been carved by Uncle Buddy. Dee wants the dasher too, a device with blades used to make 
butter. Hakim-a-barber asks if Uncle Buddy whittled the “dash” as well, to which Maggie 
replies that it was Aunt Dee’s first husband, Stash, who made it. Dee praises Maggie’s 
memory and wraps the items. Mama grips the handle of the dasher, examining the ruts and 
worn areas made by her relative’s hands.

Dee ransacks the trunk at the foot of Mama’s bed, reappearing with two quilts made by her 
mother, aunt, and grandmother. The quilts contain small pieces of garments worn by relatives 
all the way back to the Civil War. Dee asks her mother for the quilts. Mama hears Maggie 
drop something in the kitchen and then slam the door. Mama suggests that Dee take other 
quilts, but Dee insists, wanting the ones hand-stitched by her grandmother. Mama gets up and 
tries to tell Dee more about the garments used to make the quilts, but Dee steps out of reach. 
Mama reveals that she had promised Maggie the quilts. Dee gasps, arguing that Maggie 
won’t appreciate the quilts and isn’t smart enough to preserve them. But Mama hopes that 
Maggie does, indeed, designate the quilts for everyday use.

Dee says that the priceless quilts will be destroyed. Mama says that Maggie knows how to 
quilt and can make more. Maggie shuffles in and, trying to make peace, offers Dee the quilts. 
When Mama looks at Maggie, she is struck by a strange feeling, similar to the spirit she feels 
sometimes in church. Impulsively, she hugs Maggie, pulls her into the room, snatches the 
quilts out of Dee’s hands, and places them in Maggie’s lap. She tells Dee to take one or two 
of the other quilts. As Dee and Hakim-a-barber leave, Dee informs Mama that Mama does 
not understand her own heritage. Kissing Maggie, Dee tells her to try and improve herself 
and that it’s a new day for black Americans. Mama and Maggie watch the car drive off, then 
sit in the quiet of the yard until bedtime.
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