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officially registered under the MSME, Government of India.  

 

At Career Study, we believe in creating opportunities, fostering growth, and 
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ABOUT THE FOUNDER: 

Probir Modak, the founder of Career Study, is an educator and entrepreneur 

from Silcoorie Camp and currently residing in Silchar, Kathal Road, Probir 

brings over 8 years of teaching experience and a deep passion for empowering 
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especially his mother (MAA), whose encouragement and guidance have been 
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ENGDSM-251 

Essays and Short Stories 

Unit I: Introduction to Essays and Short Stories:  

i. Essay as a Literary Genre  

ii. Features of Prose writing  

iii. Types of Prose, Biography, Autobiography  

iv. Elements of short story: Theme, Conflict, Plot, Setting, Point of View, Character  

 

Unit II: The Essay 1:  

i. Sir Francis Bacon : “Of Revenge”  

ii. Charles Lamb: "The Two Races Of Men"  

 

Unit III: The Essay 2:  

i. W.E.B. du Bois : “Strivings of the Negro People”  

ii. Subroto Bagchi : From Go Kiss the World: “Learning to Listen” (p. 145-150) and “Who Is a Good 

Leader?” (p. 150-155)  

 

Unit IV: The Short Story 1:  

i. Rabindranath Tagore: “The Kabuliwala”  

ii. R. K. Narayan: “Gateman’s Gift”  

 

Unit V: The Short Story 2:  

i. O Henry: “The Cop and the Anthem”  

ii. Tolstoy: “The Imp and the Peasant’s Bread”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – I 

CHAPTER – 1 

Q.What is an essay? 

A.An essay is a short piece of nonfiction writing that explores a particular topic or theme. 

 

Q. What are the key characteristics of an essay? 

A. Essays are typically characterized by their use of rhetorical devices, personal perspective, and 

exploratory tone. 

 

Q.Who is considered the father of the essay? 

A. Michel de Montaigne is often considered the father of the essay, as he popularized the genre in 

the 16th century. 

 

Q.What is the difference between a personal essay and an academic essay? 

A. Personal essays focus on the writer's individual experiences and emotions, while academic essays 

focus on analyzing and interpreting external sources and ideas. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of an essay? 

A. The purpose of an essay can vary, but common goals include exploring a topic, persuading the 

reader, or expressing the writer's opinion. 

 

Q.What are some common types of essays? 

A.Common types of essays include narrative essays, descriptive essays, expository essays, persuasive 

essays, and analytical essays. 

 

Q.How does an essay differ from other forms of nonfiction writing? 

A.Essays are distinct from other forms of nonfiction writing, such as articles or reports, in their use of 

rhetorical devices and personal perspective. 

 

Q.What is the role of the writer's voice in an essay? 

A.The writer's voice plays a crucial role in an essay, as it helps to establish the tone and persuade the 

reader. 

 



 

 

Q.How does an essay typically begin? 

A. Essays often begin with a hook or a provocative statement that grabs the reader's attention and 

sets the tone for the rest of the piece. 

 

Q.What is the importance of revision in the essay-writing process? 

A. Revision is essential in the essay-writing process, as it allows the writer to refine their ideas, clarify 

their language, and strengthen their argument. 

 

Q.What is the relationship between the essay and other literary genres? 

A. The essay is a flexible and hybrid genre that often incorporates elements from other literary 

genres, such as poetry, fiction, and drama. 

 

Q.How does the essay use rhetorical devices to persuade the reader? 

A.Essays use a range of rhetorical devices, including metaphor, analogy, and allusion, to persuade the 

reader and create a convincing argument. 

 

Q.What is the role of the reader in the essay-writing process? 

A.The reader plays a crucial role in the essay-writing process, as the writer must consider the reader's 

needs, expectations, and perspectives when crafting their argument. 

 

Q.How does the essay balance objectivity and subjectivity? 

A.Essays often balance objectivity and subjectivity by using evidence and research to support the 

writer's personal perspective and opinions. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the essay's structure and organization? 

A. The essay's structure and organization are crucial in creating a clear and convincing argument, as 

they help the writer to build a logical and coherent case. 

 

Q.How does the essay use transitions and connections to create a cohesive argument? 

A.Essays use transitions and connections, such as transitional phrases and sentences, to create a 

cohesive argument and guide the reader through the writer's reasoning. 

 

Q.What is the role of evidence and research in the essay-writing process? 



 

 

A.Evidence and research play a crucial role in the essay-writing process, as they help the writer to 

build a convincing argument and support their claims. 

 

Q.How does the essay address counterarguments and opposing viewpoints? 

A.Essays often address counterarguments and opposing viewpoints by acknowledging and 

responding to them, which helps to strengthen the writer's argument and create a more convincing 

case. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the essay's conclusion? 

A.The essay's conclusion is significant, as it provides a final thought or call to action, and helps to 

reinforce the writer's main argument. 

 

Q.How does the essay contribute to ongoing conversations and debates? 

A. Essays often contribute to ongoing conversations and debates by providing new insights, 

perspectives, and arguments, which help to advance our understanding of a particular topic or issue. 

 

Q.What is the primary purpose of an essay? 

A.The primary purpose of an essay is to explore and express the writer's thoughts, opinions, and 

perspectives on a particular topic. 

 

Q.What is the difference between a narrative essay and a descriptive essay? 

A. A narrative essay tells a story, while a descriptive essay describes a person, place, or object. 

 

Q. What is the role of imagery in an essay? 

A. Imagery helps to create vivid and sensory descriptions, drawing the reader into the writer's world. 

 

Q.How does an essay use evidence to support its claims? 

A.An essay uses evidence, such as statistics, expert opinions, and personal experiences, to support its 

claims and create a convincing argument. 

 

Q.What is the significance of the essay's title? 

A. The title of an essay provides a glimpse into the writer's main argument or theme, and helps to 

grab the reader's attention. 

 



 

 

Q. How does an essay use rhetorical questions to engage the reader? 

A.Rhetorical questions encourage the reader to think critically and engage with the writer's 

argument. 

 

Q.What is the role of tone in an essay? 

A.Tone helps to establish the writer's attitude and perspective, creating a connection with the reader. 

 

Q. How does an essay use allusion to create depth and context? 

A. Allusions reference other texts, events, or cultural icons, adding depth and context to the writer's 

argument. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the essay's conclusion? 

A.The conclusion provides a final thought or call to action, reinforcing the writer's main argument. 

 

Q.How does an essay contribute to ongoing conversations and debates? 

A.Essays provide new insights, perspectives, and arguments, advancing our understanding of a 

particular topic or issue. 

 

Q. Briefly explain this topic, Essay. 

Ans:The Evolution of the Essay 

The essay has a rich and varied history, spanning centuries and continents. From its origins in ancient 

Greece and Rome, to its development in 16th-century Europe, the essay has evolved into a diverse 

and flexible genre. Today, essays can be found in a wide range of forms and styles, from personal 

reflections and memoirs, to critical analyses and arguments. 

 

The Characteristics of the Essay 

So, what defines an essay? While essays can take many forms, they typically share certain 

characteristics. These include: 

- A focus on exploration and discovery, rather than persuasion or argument 

- A personal and reflective tone, which often incorporates the writer's own experiences and 

perspectives 

- A use of rhetorical devices, such as metaphor and analogy, to create vivid and engaging prose 

- A flexible and adaptable structure, which can take many forms and shapes 

 



 

 

The Role of the Writer's Voice 

The writer's voice is a crucial element of the essay, as it helps to establish the tone and create a 

connection with the reader. In an essay, the writer's voice can take many forms, from formal and 

objective, to personal and reflective. Effective essays often use the writer's voice to create a sense of 

intimacy and immediacy, drawing the reader into the writer's world and experiences. 

 

The Importance of Revision 

Revision is an essential part of the essay-writing process, as it allows the writer to refine their ideas, 

clarify their language, and strengthen their argument. Through revision, writers can ensure that their 

essays are clear, concise, and effective, making a lasting impression on their readers. 

 

The Relationship Between the Essay and Other Genres 

The essay is a hybrid and flexible genre, which often incorporates elements from other literary 

genres. For example, essays may use narrative techniques, such as storytelling and dialogue, to 

create vivid and engaging prose. They may also incorporate elements of poetry, such as imagery and 

metaphor, to create a rich and evocative texture. 

The Role of the Reader 

The reader plays a crucial role in the essay-writing process, as the writer must consider the reader's 

needs, expectations, and perspectives when crafting their argument. Effective essays often use 

rhetorical devices, such as address and invocation, to create a sense of connection and engagement 

with the reader. 

 

The Significance of the Essay's Structure and Organization 

The essay's structure and organization are crucial in creating a clear and convincing argument. 

Effective essays often use a range of structural devices, such as transitions and connections, to guide 

the reader through the writer's reasoning and create a cohesive and logical case. 

 

The Use of Evidence and Research 

Evidence and research play a crucial role in the essay-writing process, as they help the writer to build 

a convincing argument and support their claims. Effective essays often use a range of evidence, such 

as statistics, expert opinions, and personal experiences, to create a rich and persuasive case. 

 

The Role of Counterarguments and Opposing Viewpoints 

Counterarguments and opposing viewpoints play an important role in the essay-writing process, as 

they help the writer to anticipate and respond to potential criticisms and objections. Effective essays 

often use counterarguments and opposing viewpoints to create a more nuanced and persuasive 

case. 



 

 

 

The Significance of the Essay's Conclusion 

The essay's conclusion is a crucial element, as it provides a final thought or call to action, and helps 

to reinforce the writer's main argument. Effective conclusions often use rhetorical devices, such as 

repetition and emphasis, to create a lasting impression on the reader. 

 

The Contribution of the Essay to Ongoing Conversations and Debates 

Essays often contribute to ongoing conversations and debates by providing new insights, 

perspectives, and arguments. Effective essays can help to advance our understanding of a particular 

topic or issue, and can even challenge and subvert dominant discourses and power structures. 

 

CHAPTER – 2 

Q.What is the primary language used in prose writing? 

A.Ordinary language is used in prose writing. 

 

Q.How is prose writing typically organized? 

A. Prose writing is typically organized into paragraphs. 

 

Q. What tone does prose writing often aim to create? 

A. Prose writing often aims to create a realistic tone. 

 

Q. What is the role of imagery in prose writing? 

A.Imagery is used to create vivid descriptions and draw the reader into the writer's world. 

 

Q. How does prose writing develop characters? 

A. Prose writing develops characters through description, dialogue, and action. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of plot in prose writing? 

A. Plot creates tension and resolution, engaging the reader in the story. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use themes and symbolism? 

A.Themes and symbolism add depth and meaning to the writing. 



 

 

Q.What is the role of style and tone in prose writing? 

A. Style and tone create a unique voice and atmosphere in the writing. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of prose writing? 

A. Prose writing can entertain, inform, persuade, or reflect. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use figurative language? 

A.Figurative language adds depth, complexity, and creativity to the writing. 

 

Q.What is the role of syntax and grammar in prose writing? 

A.Syntax and grammar provide the structure and framework for effective communication. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use vocabulary? 

A.Prose writing uses a wide range of vocabulary to create vivid descriptions and convey complex 

ideas. 

 

A.What is the purpose of pacing and tension in prose writing? 

A.Pacing and tension create drama and suspense, engaging the reader in the story. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use dialogue? 

A.Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict. 

 

Q. What is the role of setting in prose writing? 

A.Setting creates a sense of time and place, drawing the reader into the writer's world. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use symbolism? 

A. Symbolism adds depth and meaning to the writing, conveying complex ideas and themes. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of foreshadowing in prose writing? 

A. Foreshadowing creates suspense and tension, hinting at events that will unfold later in the story. 

 



 

 

Q.How does prose writing use imagery and description? 

A. Imagery and description create vivid and immersive experiences, drawing the reader into the 

writer's world. 

 

Q.What is the role of tone and atmosphere in prose writing? 

A.Tone and atmosphere create a specific emotional response, drawing the reader into the writer's 

world. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use point of view? 

A. Point of view determines how the reader experiences the story, and can be used to create 

suspense, empathy, or surprise. 

 

Q.What is the primary characteristic of prose writing? 

A.Prose writing is characterized by its ordinary language and lack of a regular rhythm or meter. 

 

Q.What is the role of paragraphs in prose writing?  

A.Paragraphs provide a clear and logical structure to prose writing, separating ideas and creating a 

visual break for the reader. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use imagery?  

A.Prose writing uses imagery to create vivid descriptions and draw the reader into the writer's world, 

using sensory details to evoke emotions and ideas. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of character development in prose writing? 

A.Character development creates believable and relatable characters, allowing the reader to become 

invested in their stories and experiences. 

 

Q. How does prose writing use symbolism?  

A. Symbolism adds depth and meaning to prose writing, conveying complex ideas and themes 

through objects, colors, or other elements. 

 

Q.What is the role of tone and atmosphere in prose writing?  

A.Tone and atmosphere create a specific emotional response, drawing the reader into the writer's 

world and shaping their interpretation of the text. 



 

 

Q.How does prose writing use dialogue?  

A.Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict, providing insight into 

the characters' thoughts, feelings, and motivations. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of pacing and tension in prose writing?  

A. Pacing and tension create drama and suspense, engaging the reader in the story and controlling 

the speed at which they experience the narrative. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use point of view? 

A. Point of view determines how the reader experiences the story, and can be used to create 

suspense, empathy, or surprise, influencing the reader's interpretation of the text. 

 

Q.What is the role of setting in prose writing? 

A10: Setting creates a sense of time and place, drawing the reader into the writer's world and 

providing context for the characters' experiences. 

 

Q.What is the significance of figurative language in prose writing?  

A.Figurative language adds depth, complexity, and creativity to prose writing, conveying complex 

ideas and emotions through metaphors, similes, and other literary devices. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use foreshadowing?  

A.Foreshadowing creates suspense and tension, hinting at events that will unfold later in the story 

and adding depth and complexity to the narrative. 

 

Q. What is the role of syntax and grammar in prose writing?  

A.Syntax and grammar provide the structure and framework for effective communication, creating 

clear and concise sentences that convey the writer's intended meaning. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use vocabulary?  

A.Prose writing uses a wide range of vocabulary to create vivid descriptions and convey complex 

ideas, selecting words that precisely convey the writer's intended meaning. 

 

Q.What is the significance of realism in prose writing?  



 

 

A.Realism creates a believable and immersive experience, drawing the reader into the writer's world 

and providing a truthful representation of life. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use stream-of-consciousness narration?  

A.Stream-of-consciousness narration creates a fluid and unstructured narrative, mirroring the natural 

flow of thoughts and feelings in the human mind. 

 

Q.What is the role of symbolism in prose writing? 

A. Symbolism adds depth and meaning to prose writing, conveying complex ideas and themes 

through objects, colors, or other elements that carry meaning beyond their literal interpretation. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use irony?  

A. Irony creates a contrast between what is expected and what actually occurs, adding complexity 

and depth to the narrative. 

 

Q.What is the significance of imagery in prose writing?  

A. Imagery creates vivid descriptions and sensory experiences, drawing the reader into the writer's 

world and evoking emotions and ideas. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use humor?  

A.Humor adds tone and atmosphere to prose writing, creating a lighthearted and entertaining 

experience for the reader. 

 

Q.What is the role of satire in prose writing?  

A.Satire critiques societal norms and conventions, using irony and humor to comment on current 

events and issues. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use magical realism?  

A. Magical realism combines realistic descriptions of everyday life with magical or fantastical 

elements, creating a unique and captivating narrative. 

 

Q. What is the significance of narrative voice in prose writing?  

A.Narrative voice determines the tone and perspective of the narrative, influencing how the reader 

interprets the story. 



 

 

Q. How does prose writing use epistolary format?  

A.Epistolary format uses letters, diaries, or other documents to tell the story, creating an intimate 

and personal narrative. 

 

Q.What is the role of symbolism in character development?  

A.Symbolism adds depth and complexity to character development, using objects, colors, or other 

elements to convey character traits and motivations. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use foreshadowing to create suspense?  

A.Foreshadowing creates suspense by hinting at events that will unfold later in the story, keeping the 

reader engaged and invested. 

 

Q.What is the significance of setting in creating atmosphere?  

A.Setting creates atmosphere by establishing the time and place of the narrative, influencing the 

reader's emotional response. 

 

Q How does prose writing use humor to critique societal norms?  

A.Humor critiques societal norms by using irony and satire to comment on current events and issues. 

 

Q.What is the role of imagery in creating a sense of place?  

A. Imagery creates a sense of place by using vivid descriptions of setting, establishing the time and 

place of the narrative. 

 

Q.How does prose writing use narrative structure to create tension?  

A. Narrative structure creates tension by controlling the pace and flow of the narrative, keeping the 

reader engaged and invested. 

 

Q. Briefly explain the topic features of prose writing. 

Ans: Clarity 

Clarity in prose writing refers to the ability of the writing to convey meaning in a clear and concise 

manner. It involves using simple and straightforward language, avoiding ambiguity and confusion, 

and providing enough context for the reader to understand the message. Clear writing helps to 

engage the reader, convey complex ideas, and achieve the writer's purpose. 

 



 

 

Clarity is essential in prose writing because it enables the reader to understand the message, idea, or 

story being conveyed. When writing is clear, the reader can focus on the content rather than 

struggling to decipher the meaning. Clear writing also helps to build trust and credibility with the 

reader, making it more likely that they will engage with the writing and respond positively. 

Coherence 

Coherence in prose writing refers to the logical connection between ideas, sentences, and 

paragraphs. It involves using transitional words and phrases, repetition, and other devices to link 

ideas together and create a smooth flow of thought. Coherent writing helps to guide the reader 

through the text, making it easier for them to follow the argument or narrative. 

Coherence is achieved in prose writing through the use of various devices, including transitional 

words and phrases (e.g. "however," "in addition"), repetition (e.g. repeating key terms or phrases), 

and other cohesive devices (e.g. pronouns, synonyms). Writers can also use headings, subheadings, 

and other formatting techniques to help organize the text and create a clear structure. 

Cohesion 

Cohesion in prose writing refers to the use of language devices to create a sense of unity and 

connection between different parts of the text. It involves using devices such as repetition, 

synonyms, and pronouns to create a sense of continuity and flow. Cohesive writing helps to engage 

the reader and create a sense of immersion in the text. 

Cohesion is important in prose writing because it helps to create a sense of unity and connection 

between different parts of the text. When writing is cohesive, the reader can more easily follow the 

argument or narrative, and the text feels more polished and professional. Cohesion also helps to 

create a sense of style and tone, making the writing more engaging and memorable. 

Tone 

Tone in prose writing refers to the attitude or feeling conveyed by the writing. It involves using 

language, imagery, and other devices to create a particular mood or atmosphere. Tone can be formal 

or informal, serious or playful, and it helps to engage the reader and create a sense of connection 

with the writer. 

Tone is created in prose writing through the use of various devices, including language (e.g. word 

choice, syntax), imagery (e.g. descriptive language, metaphors), and other literary devices (e.g. irony, 

humor). Writers can also use tone to create a particular mood or atmosphere, such as a sense of 

tension or excitement. 

Point of View 

Point of view in prose writing refers to the perspective from which the story is told. It involves using 

pronouns, verb tense, and other devices to create a particular narrative voice. Point of view can be 

first person (e.g. "I"), third person limited (e.g. "he" or "she"), or third person omniscient (e.g. "they" 

or "the narrator). 

There are several types of point of view, including first person, third person limited, and third person 

omniscient. First person point of view involves using the pronoun "I" to tell the story from the 

perspective of a character within the narrative. Third person limited point of view involves using the 

pronouns "he" or "she" to tell the story from the perspective of a single character. Third person 



 

 

omniscient point of view involves using the pronoun "they" or "the narrator" to tell the story from an 

outside perspective, often with access to the thoughts and feelings of multiple characters. 

Imagery 

Imagery in prose writing refers to the use of language to create vivid sensory experiences. It involves 

using descriptive language to appeal to the reader's senses, such as sight, sound, touch, taste, and 

smell. Imagery helps to create a rich and immersive reading experience, engaging the reader's 

imagination and emotions. 

1.Clarity: Clear and concise language that conveys meaning easily. 

2. Coherence: Logical connection between ideas, sentences, and paragraphs. 

3. Cohesion: Use of language devices to create a sense of unity and connection. 

4. Tone: Attitude or feeling conveyed by the writing, created through language and imagery. 

5. Point of View: Perspective from which the story is told, influencing the narrative voice. 

6. Imagery: Use of language to create vivid sensory experiences, engaging the reader's imagination. 

7. Syntax: Arrangement of words and phrases to create sentences, influencing clarity and flow. 

8. Figurative Language: Use of literary devices like metaphor, simile, and personification to create 

vivid descriptions. 

9. Pacing: Control of the speed at which the story unfolds, creating tension, suspense, or relaxation. 

10. Style: Unique voice and narrative technique used by the writer, influencing the reader's 

experience. 

 

CHAPTER – 3 

Q.What is a novel? 

A. A novel is a book-length work of fiction that explores themes, characters, and plot. 

 

Q.What is a short story? 

A. A short story is a brief work of fiction that typically explores a single theme, character, or plot. 

 

Q.What is an essay? 

A. An essay is a nonfiction piece that explores a topic, theme, or issue, often using personal 

experience and evidence. 

 

Q.What is a memoir? 

A. A memoir is a nonfiction work that focuses on the author's personal experiences and memories. 



 

 

Q.What is a biography? 

A.A biography is a nonfiction work that tells the story of someone's life, often highlighting their 

achievements and experiences. 

 

Q. What is a descriptive piece? 

A. A descriptive piece is a type of prose that uses vivid language to describe a person, place, object, 

or experience. 

 

Q. What is a narrative piece? 

A. A narrative piece is a type of prose that tells a story, often using characters, plot, and setting. 

 

Q.What is an expository piece? 

A. An expository piece is a type of prose that explains or describes a topic, often providing 

information and evidence. 

 

Q.What is a persuasive piece? 

A.A persuasive piece is a type of prose that aims to convince the reader of a particular point of view 

or opinion. 

 

Q.What is a reflective piece? 

A.A reflective piece is a type of prose that explores the author's thoughts, feelings, and experiences, 

often using personal reflection and analysis. 

 

Q.What is a historical fiction piece? 

A.A historical fiction piece is a type of prose that combines historical facts with fictional elements. 

 

Q.What is a science fiction piece? 

A.A science fiction piece is a type of prose that explores the consequences of scientific or 

technological advancements. 

 

Q. What is a fantasy piece? 

A. A fantasy piece is a type of prose that involves supernatural or magical elements. 

 



 

 

Q.What is a mystery piece? 

A. A mystery piece is a type of prose that involves solving a puzzle or uncovering a hidden truth. 

 

Q.What is a romance piece? 

A. A romance piece is a type of prose that focuses on the emotional journey of the characters, often 

with a happy ending. 

 

Q.What is a horror piece? 

A. A horror piece is a type of prose that aims to evoke fear, anxiety, or unease in the reader. 

 

Q. What is a travelogue? 

A.A travelogue is a type of prose that describes the author's travels and experiences in different 

places. 

 

Q.What is a personal essay? 

A.A personal essay is a type of prose that explores the author's personal experiences, thoughts, and 

feelings. 

 

Q.What is a critical essay? 

A. A critical essay is a type of prose that analyzes and interprets a text, often evaluating its meaning 

and significance. 

 

Q.What is a humorous piece? 

A.A humorous piece is a type of prose that aims to entertain and amuse the reader, often using wit, 

irony, and satire.  

 

Q.What is an autobiography? 

A.An autobiography is a biography written by the person themselves. 

 

Q.What is a authorized biography? 

A.An authorized biography is written with the permission and cooperation of the subject. 

 

Q.What is an unauthorized biography? 



 

 

A. An unauthorized biography is written without the permission or cooperation of the subject. 

 

Q. What is a historical biography? 

A.A historical biography focuses on the life of a historical figure, often exploring their impact on 

history. 

 

Q.What is a literary biography? 

A. A literary biography focuses on the life of a writer or literary figure, often exploring their literary 

works. 

 

Q. What is a celebrity biography? 

A.A celebrity biography focuses on the life of a famous person, often exploring their career and 

personal life. 

 

Q.What is a memoir biography? 

A.A memoir biography is a personal narrative that focuses on a specific aspect or period of the 

subject's life. 

 

Q.What is a collective biography? 

A. A collective biography is a collection of biographies about multiple individuals, often with a shared 

theme or connection. 

 

Q. What is an oral biography? 

A. An oral biography is based on interviews and oral testimonies, often providing a unique and 

personal perspective. 

 

Q.What is a psychological biography? 

A.A psychological biography explores the subject's psychological motivations and experiences, often 

using psychological theories and analysis. 

 

Q. What is a full autobiography? 

A.A full autobiography is a comprehensive and detailed account of the author's entire life. 

 



 

 

Q.What is a partial autobiography? 

A.A partial autobiography focuses on a specific aspect or period of the author's life. 

 

Q.What is a memoir? 

A. A memoir is a personal narrative that focuses on a specific theme, experience, or period of the 

author's life. 

 

Q. What is a confessional autobiography? 

A.A confessional autobiography is a candid and introspective account of the author's life, often 

exploring their personal struggles and flaws. 

 

Q.What is a historical autobiography? 

A.A historical autobiography provides a firsthand account of historical events and experiences, often 

offering a unique perspective on the past. 

 

Q. What is a reflective autobiography? 

A.A reflective autobiography explores the author's thoughts, feelings, and experiences, often using 

reflection and analysis to gain insight. 

 

Q.What is a thematic autobiography? 

A. A thematic autobiography focuses on a specific theme or issue, such as identity, morality, or social 

justice. 

 

Q.What is a episodic autobiography? 

A. An episodic autobiography consists of a series of vignettes or episodes from the author's life, often 

highlighting key experiences and events. 

 

Q.What is a introspective autobiography? 

A.An introspective autobiography explores the author's inner thoughts, feelings, and experiences, 

often using self-reflection and analysis. 

 

Q. What is a analytical autobiography? 

A.An analytical autobiography uses analysis and reflection to explore the author's life and 

experiences, often identifying patterns and themes. 



 

 

 

Q.Write a short note on types of prose 

Ans:- Prose can be broadly classified into several types: 

1. Narrative Prose: Tells a story, either fictional or non-fictional, with a beginning, middle, and end. 

Examples: novels, short stories, biographies. 

2. Descriptive Prose: Describes a person, place, object, or experience in vivid detail. Examples: 

travelogues, descriptive essays. 

3. Expository Prose: Explains or describes a topic, providing information and facts. Examples: essays, 

articles, textbooks. 

4. Persuasive Prose: Aims to convince the reader of a particular point of view or opinion. Examples: 

editorials, persuasive essays. 

5. Creative Prose: A hybrid of narrative and descriptive prose, often experimental in style. Examples: 

magical realism, stream-of-consciousness writing. 

These categories are not mutually exclusive, and many prose works blend elements from multiple 

types. 

1.Narrative Prose 

Narrative prose tells a story, either fictional or non-fictional, with a beginning, middle, and end. This 

type of prose is often characterized by: 

 

- A clear structure, including exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution 

- Well-developed characters, including protagonists, antagonists, and supporting characters 

- A clear plot, including conflicts, twists, and turns 

- A narrative voice, which can be first person, third person limited, or third person omniscient 

 

Examples of narrative prose include: 

- Novels 

- Short stories 

- Biographies 

- Memoirs 

- Historical fiction 

 

2.Descriptive Prose 

Descriptive prose describes a person, place, object, or experience in vivid detail. This type of prose is 

often characterized by: 



 

 

- Sensory language, including descriptions of sights, sounds, smells, tastes, and textures 

- Figurative language, including metaphors, similes, and personification 

- A focus on creating a mental image or atmosphere 

- A narrative voice that is often more lyrical or poetic than narrative prose 

 

Examples of descriptive prose include: 

- Travelogues 

- Descriptive essays 

- Nature writing 

- Food writing 

- Architecture writing 

 

3.Expository Prose 

Expository prose explains or describes a topic, providing information and facts. This type of prose is 

often characterized by: 

- A clear and concise structure, including an introduction, body, and conclusion 

- A focus on conveying information and facts 

- A narrative voice that is often more formal and objective than narrative or descriptive prose 

- The use of evidence, including statistics, examples, and expert opinions 

 

Examples of expository prose include: 

- Essays 

- Articles 

- Textbooks 

- Academic writing 

- Technical writing 

 

4.Persuasive Prose 

Persuasive prose aims to convince the reader of a particular point of view or opinion. This type of 

prose is often characterized by: 

- A clear and concise structure, including an introduction, body, and conclusion 

- A focus on persuading the reader through logic, emotion, and evidence 



 

 

- A narrative voice that is often more engaging and persuasive than expository prose 

- The use of rhetorical devices, including repetition, metaphors, and allusions 

 

Examples of persuasive prose include: 

- Editorials 

- Persuasive essays 

- Speeches 

- Advertisements 

- Marketing materials 

 

5.Creative Prose 

Creative prose is a hybrid of narrative and descriptive prose, often experimental in style. This type of 

prose is often characterized by: 

- A focus on exploring new forms and styles 

- A blending of genres, including fiction, nonfiction, and poetry 

- A focus on language and form, rather than traditional narrative structures 

- A narrative voice that is often more innovative and expressive than traditional prose 

 

Examples of creative prose include: 

- Magical realism 

- Stream-of-consciousness writing 

- Experimental fiction 

- Prose poetry 

- Hybrid forms, such as prose-poetry or fiction-nonfiction blends. 

 

Q. Write a short note on autobiography. 

A. An autobiography is a written account of a person's life, written by themselves. It is a first-person 

narrative that covers the author's life experiences, events, and relationships. Autobiographies can be 

written in various styles, from formal to informal, and can include a wide range of topics, such as 

childhood memories, career milestones, personal struggles, and relationships. 

Characteristics of Autobiography 

Autobiographies have several key characteristics that distinguish them from other types of writing: 



 

 

 

- First-person narrative: Autobiographies are written in the first person, from the author's own 

perspective. 

- Personal experiences: Autobiographies are based on the author's personal experiences and 

memories. 

- Reflection and insight: Autobiographies often include the author's reflections and insights on their 

life experiences and events. 

- Historical context: Autobiographies can provide a unique perspective on historical events and 

cultural context. 

- Subjective perspective: Autobiographies are written from the author's subjective perspective, which 

can be influenced by their biases, memories, and emotions. 

 

Types of Autobiography 

There are several types of autobiographies, including: 

- Memoirs: Memoirs are a type of autobiography that focuses on a specific aspect or period of the 

author's life. 

- Personal narratives: Personal narratives are autobiographical accounts that focus on the author's 

personal experiences and emotions. 

- Life stories: Life stories are autobiographical accounts that cover the author's entire life or a 

significant portion of it. 

- Self-written biographies: Self-written biographies are autobiographical accounts that are written in 

a more formal and objective style. 

 

Purpose of Autobiography 

Autobiographies serve several purposes, including: 

- Personal reflection: Autobiographies provide a unique opportunity for authors to reflect on their life 

experiences and events. 

- Historical record: Autobiographies can provide a valuable historical record of the author's life and 

times. 

- Inspiration and education: Autobiographies can inspire and educate readers by providing a unique 

perspective on the author's life experiences and events. 

- Therapeutic benefits: Writing an autobiography can have therapeutic benefits for the author, 

allowing them to process their emotions and experiences. 

 

Examples of Autobiography 

There are many famous examples of autobiographies, including: 



 

 

- "The Autobiography of Malcolm X": This autobiography is a classic example of a memoir that covers 

the author's life experiences and events. 

- "The Diary of a Young Girl": This autobiography is a personal narrative that covers the author's 

experiences during World War II. 

- "Long Walk to Freedom": This autobiography is a life story that covers the author's entire life, 

including his experiences as a anti-apartheid activist. 

- "The Story of My Life": This autobiography is a self-written biography that covers the author's life 

experiences and events. 

 

Q. Write a short note on biography. 

A biography is a written account of a person's life, written by someone else. It is a third-person 

narrative that covers the subject's life experiences, events, and relationships. Biographies can be 

written in various styles, from formal to informal, and can include a wide range of topics, such as the 

subject's childhood, career, relationships, and achievements. 

Characteristics of Biography 

Biographies have several key characteristics that distinguish them from other types of writing: 

- Third-person narrative: Biographies are written in the third person, using pronouns such as "he," 

"she," and "they" to refer to the subject. 

- Comprehensive coverage: Biographies aim to provide a comprehensive account of the subject's life, 

covering their entire life span or a significant portion of it. 

- Research and interviews: Biographers often conduct research and interviews with people who knew 

the subject to gather information and insights. 

- Objectivity: Biographers aim to maintain objectivity and avoid bias, presenting a balanced and 

accurate account of the subject's life. 

- Analysis and interpretation: Biographers often analyze and interpret the subject's life, providing 

insights into their thoughts, feelings, and experiences. 

 

Types of Biographies 

There are several types of biographies, including: 

- Authorized biography: An authorized biography is written with the subject's permission and 

cooperation. The biographer may have access to the subject's personal papers, letters, and other 

documents. 

- Unauthorized biography: An unauthorized biography is written without the subject's permission or 

cooperation. The biographer may rely on secondary sources, such as newspaper articles, books, and 

interviews with people who knew the subject. 



 

 

- Historical biography: A historical biography focuses on the subject's historical significance and 

impact. It may explore the subject's role in shaping historical events or their influence on 

contemporary society. 

- Literary biography: A literary biography focuses on the subject's literary career and works. It may 

explore the subject's writing style, themes, and influences, as well as their relationships with other 

writers and literary figures. 

 

Purpose of Biography 

Biographies serve several purposes, including: 

- To provide a comprehensive and accurate account of the subject's life: Biographies aim to provide a 

detailed and accurate account of the subject's life, covering their achievements, challenges, and 

relationships. 

- To offer insights into the subject's thoughts, feelings, and experiences: Biographies can provide a 

unique perspective on the subject's inner life, offering insights into their motivations, desires, and 

fears. 

- To analyze the subject's impact and legacy: Biographies can explore the subject's impact on society, 

culture, or history, as well as their legacy and influence on future generations. 

- To entertain and engage readers with a compelling story: Biographies can be engaging and 

entertaining, offering a compelling story that draws readers in and keeps them interested. 

 

CHAPTER – 4 

Q. Discuss this topic. 

1. Plot 

- A series of events that make up the narrative 

- Typically includes an exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution 

 

2. Character 

- The people or animals that drive the plot forward 

- Can be protagonist (main character), antagonist (opponent), or supporting characters 

 

3. Setting 

- The time and place in which the story takes place 

- Can be used to establish mood, influence character behavior, and provide context 

 



 

 

4. Theme 

- The underlying message or idea that the story conveys 

- Can be explored through character development, plot, and setting 

 

5. Point of View (POV) 

- The perspective from which the story is told 

- Can be first person (I), third person limited (he/she), or third person omniscient (all-knowing) 

 

6. Conflict 

- The problem or challenge that the protagonist faces 

- Can be internal (within the character) or external (outside the character) 

 

7. Symbolism 

- The use of objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or concepts 

- Can add depth and meaning to the story 

 

8. Imagery 

- The use of language to create vivid sensory experiences 

- Can help to establish setting, mood, and atmosphere 

 

9. Tone 

- The attitude or mood that the story conveys 

- Can be influenced by the author's voice, language, and narrative structure 

 

10. Style 

- The unique way in which the author tells the story 

- Can be influenced by the author's voice, language, and narrative structure 

 

11. Pacing 

- The speed at which the story unfolds 

- Can be influenced by the author's use of dialogue, description, and action 



 

 

12. Dialogue 

- The conversation between characters 

- Can be used to reveal character, advance the plot, and create tension or conflict. 

 

Q.What is the plot of a short story? 

A. The plot is the series of events that make up the narrative. 

 

Q. What are the key elements of a plot? 

A.Exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. 

 

Q. What is the role of character in a short story? 

A. Characters drive the plot forward and interact with each other. 

 

Q. What types of characters are there in a short story? 

A. Protagonist (main character), antagonist (opponent), and supporting characters. 

 

Q.What is the setting of a short story? 

A.The time and place in which the story takes place. 

 

Q. How does setting influence the story? 

A. Setting can establish mood, influence character behavior, and provide context. 

 

Q. What is the theme of a short story? 

A.The underlying message or idea that the story conveys. 

 

Q.How is theme developed in a short story? 

A.Through character development, plot, and setting. 

 

Q. What is point of view in a short story? 

A.The perspective from which the story is told. 

 



 

 

Q.What types of POV are there? 

A.First person (I), third person limited (he/she), and third person omniscient (all-knowing). 

 

Q. What is conflict in a short story? 

A.The problem or challenge that the protagonist faces. 

 

Q.What types of conflict are there? 

A.Internal (within the character) and external (outside the character). 

 

Q.What is symbolism in a short story? 

A.The use of objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or concepts. 

 

Q.Why is symbolism used in short stories? 

A.To add depth and meaning to the story. 

 

Q.What is imagery in a short story? 

A.The use of language to create vivid sensory experiences. 

 

Q.Why is imagery used in short stories? 

A.To establish setting, mood, and atmosphere. 

 

Q.What is tone in a short story? 

A.The attitude or mood that the story conveys. 

 

Q.How is tone created in a short story? 

A.Through the author's voice, language, and narrative structure. 

 

Q.What is style in a short story? 

A.The unique way in which the author tells the story. 

 

Q. What influences an author's style? 



 

 

A. The author's voice, language, and narrative structure. 

 

Q.What is pacing in a short story? 

A.The speed at which the story unfolds. 

 

Q.How is pacing controlled in a short story? 

A.Through the author's use of dialogue, description, and action. 

 

Q.What is dialogue in a short story? 

A. The conversation between characters. 

 

Q.Why is dialogue used in short stories? 

A.To reveal character, advance the plot, and create tension or conflict. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of the exposition in a plot? 

A.To introduce the setting, characters, and situation. 

 

Q.What is the climax of a plot? 

A. The most intense or critical moment in the story. 

 

Q.What is character development? 

A. The process of revealing character traits, motivations, and backstory. 

 

Q.What is a dynamic character? 

A. A character who changes or grows throughout the story. 

 

Q.What is the difference between setting and atmosphere? 

A.Setting refers to the physical location, while atmosphere refers to the mood or feeling created by 

the setting. 

 

Q.How does setting influence character behavior? 



 

 

A.Setting can shape character motivations, actions, and decisions. 

 

Q. What is the difference between theme and moral? 

A.Theme is the underlying message, while moral is a specific lesson or teaching. 

 

Q. How is theme developed through character development? 

A.Character development can reveal themes through character traits, motivations, and actions. 

 

Q.  What is the difference between first person and third person limited POV? 

A.First person POV is told from the protagonist's perspective, while third person limited POV is told 

from an outside perspective, but limited to a single character's thoughts. 

 

Q.What are the advantages of using an omniscient POV? 

A.An omniscient POV allows the reader to see multiple characters' thoughts and motivations, 

creating a broader understanding of the story. 

 

Q. What is internal conflict? 

A. Conflict that occurs within a character's mind or heart. 

 

Q.What is external conflict? 

A.Conflict that occurs between a character and an outside force, such as another character, nature, 

or society. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of symbolism in a story? 

A.To add depth, meaning, and complexity to the narrative. 

 

Q. How does symbolism relate to theme? 

A.Symbolism can be used to represent and reinforce the theme of a story. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of imagery in a story? 

A. To create vivid sensory experiences and engage the reader's imagination. 

 



 

 

Q.How does imagery contribute to atmosphere? 

A.Imagery can help create a specific mood or feeling, drawing the reader into the story. 

 

Q.What is the difference between tone and mood? 

A.Tone refers to the author's attitude, while mood refers to the feeling created in the reader. 

 

Q.How does tone influence the reader's response? 

A. Tone can shape the reader's emotional response and interpretation of the story. 

 

Q.What is the relationship between style and tone? 

A.Style can contribute to tone, as the author's use of language and narrative structure can create a 

specific attitude or mood. 

 

Q.How does style influence the reader's experience? 

A.Style can engage the reader's imagination, create a specific atmosphere, and shape their 

interpretation of the story. 

 

Q.What is the purpose of pacing in a story? 

A. To control the speed at which the story unfolds, creating tension, suspense, or relaxation. 

 

Q. How does pacing influence the reader's response? 

A.Pacing can shape the reader's emotional response, creating a sense of urgency, excitement, or 

calm. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of dialogue in a story? 

A. To reveal character, advance the plot, and create tension or conflict. 

 

Q.How does dialogue contribute to character development? 

A. Dialogue can reveal character traits, motivations, and backstory, making characters more 

believable and relatable. 

 

Q.What is a plot twist? 



 

 

A.A sudden turn of events that changes the direction of the story. 

 

Q.What is a red herring? 

A.A false clue that misleads the reader and distracts from the true plot. 

 

Q.What is a character arc? 

A.The transformation or growth that a character undergoes throughout the story. 

 

Q. What is a character flaw? 

A. A weakness or imperfection that makes a character more believable and relatable. 

 

Q.What is a vivid description of setting? 

A.A detailed and sensory description of the physical environment. 

 

Q. What is the importance of setting in a story? 

A.Setting provides context, establishes mood, and influences character behavior. 

 

Q.What is a theme statement? 

A.A concise statement that summarizes the main idea or message of the story. 

 

Q.What is the difference between theme and message? 

A.Theme is the underlying idea, while message is the explicit statement or moral. 

 

Q. What is a POV shift? 

A.A change in the narrative perspective, from one character's point of view to another. 

 

Q.What are the advantages of using a multiple POV? 

A. Multiple POV allows the reader to see different characters' thoughts and motivations, creating a 

more complex and nuanced story. 

 

Q.What is a conflict resolution? 



 

 

A. The outcome or solution to the conflict, which can be positive, negative, or neutral. 

 

Q.What is the importance of conflict in a story? 

A. Conflict creates tension, drives the plot, and tests the characters' abilities and resolve. 

 

Q. What is a symbol? 

A. An object, color, or other element that represents an abstract idea or concept. 

 

Q. What is the purpose of symbolism in a story? 

A.Symbolism adds depth, meaning, and complexity to the narrative, inviting the reader to interpret 

and reflect. 

 

Q.What is sensory imagery? 

A.Imagery that appeals to the senses, such as sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell. 

 

Q. What is the importance of imagery in a story? 

A. Imagery creates vivid descriptions, establishes atmosphere, and engages the reader's imagination. 

 

Q.What is a tone shift? 

A.A change in the author's attitude or mood, which can be subtle or dramatic. 

 

Q.What is the importance of tone in a story? 

A.Tone influences the reader's emotional response, interpretation, and connection to the story. 

 

Q. What is a writing style? 

A. The unique way in which an author uses language, structure, and narrative techniques. 

 

Q.What is the importance of style in a story? 

A.Style engages the reader, creates atmosphere, and conveys the author's message and theme. 

 

Q. What is a pacing technique? 



 

 

A. A method used to control the speed at which the story unfolds, such as dialogue, description, or 

action. 

 

Q.What is the importance of pacing in a story? 

A.Pacing creates tension, suspense, or relaxation, influencing the reader's emotional response and 

engagement. 

 

Q.What is a dialogue tag? 

A. A word or phrase that indicates who is speaking, such as "said" or "asked." 

 

Q.What is the importance of dialogue in a story? 

A.Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict, making the story 

more engaging and believable. 

 

Q.What is a plot hole? 

A.A gap or inconsistency in the plot that can confuse or distract the reader. 

 

Q.What is a cliffhanger? 

A. A plot twist or ending that leaves the reader in suspense, eager to find out what happens next. 

 

Q.What is a character's backstory? 

A.The character's history and experiences before the start of the story. 

 

Q.What is a character's motivation? 

A.The reason or driving force behind a character's actions and decisions. 

 

Q.What is a setting's atmosphere? 

A. The mood or feeling created by the setting, which can influence the reader's emotional response. 

 

Q.What is the importance of setting in a historical fiction story? 

A. Setting provides historical context, establishes the time period, and influences character behavior. 

 



 

 

Q.What is a theme's significance? 

A.The importance or relevance of the theme to the reader's life or the world around them. 

 

Q.What is the difference between a theme and a moral lesson? 

A.A theme is a broader idea or message, while a moral lesson is a specific teaching or guidance. 

 

Q. What is a POV character? 

A.The character through whose eyes the story is told, and whose thoughts and feelings are revealed. 

 

Q.What are the advantages of using a non-linear POV? 

A.A non-linear POV can create suspense, surprise, or complexity, and allow the reader to piece 

together the story. 

 

Q. What is an internal conflict? 

A. A conflict that occurs within a character's mind or heart, such as a moral dilemma or personal 

struggle. 

 

Q. What is the importance of conflict resolution? 

A.Conflict resolution provides closure, resolves tension, and reveals character growth or change. 

 

Q. What is a symbol's meaning? 

A.The abstract idea or concept that the symbol represents, which can be interpreted in different 

ways. 

 

Q.What is the importance of symbolism in a literary work? 

A. Symbolism adds depth, complexity, and meaning to the narrative, inviting the reader to interpret 

and reflect. 

 

Q. What is vivid imagery? 

A.Imagery that is detailed, sensory, and evocative, creating a strong mental picture. 

 

Q.What is the importance of imagery in a descriptive passage? 



 

 

A. Imagery helps to create a vivid and immersive description, engaging the reader's senses and 

imagination. 

 

Q.What is a tone's impact? 

A.Tone influences the reader's emotional response, interpretation, and connection to the story. 

 

Q. What is the importance of tone in a humorous story? 

A. Tone creates the comedic effect, using irony, sarcasm, or wit to engage the reader and create 

humor. 

 

Q. What is a writing style's significance? 

A. Style distinguishes the author's voice, creates atmosphere, and engages the reader. 

 

Q.What is the importance of style in a literary work? 

A.Style contributes to the narrative's aesthetic value, inviting the reader to appreciate the author's 

craft and artistry. 

 

Q.What is a pacing technique's purpose? 

A. To control the speed at which the story unfolds, creating tension, suspense, or relaxation. 

 

Q.What is the importance of pacing in a thriller? 

A.Pacing creates suspense and tension, keeping the reader engaged and invested in the story. 

 

Q. What is a dialogue's function? 

A. Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict. 

 

Q.What is the importance of dialogue in a character-driven story? 

A. Dialogue helps to develop character, revealing their thoughts, feelings, and motivations through 

their conversations. 

 

Q. What is a plot thread? 

A.A subplot or secondary storyline that intersects with the main plot. 



 

 

Q.What is a plot twist? 

A.An unexpected turn of events that surprises the reader and changes the direction of the story. 

 

Q. What is a character's emotional arc? 

A.The transformation or growth that a character undergoes emotionally throughout the story. 

 

Q.What is a character's backstory? 

A. The character's history and experiences before the start of the story. 

 

Q.What is a setting's cultural context? 

A.The social, historical, and cultural background that influences the characters and events. 

 

Q.What is the importance of setting in a science fiction story? 

A. Setting establishes the futuristic or speculative world, influencing the characters and plot. 

 

Q. What is a theme's universality? 

A.The extent to which the theme applies to readers' lives and experiences. 

 

Q.What is the difference between a theme and a message? 

A. A theme is a broader idea or message, while a message is a specific teaching or guidance. 

 

Q.  What is a POV shift? 

A. A change in the narrative perspective, from one character's point of view to another. 

 

Q.What are the advantages of using a multiple POV? 

A.Multiple POV allows the reader to see different characters' thoughts and motivations, creating a 

more complex and nuanced story. 

 

Q. What is an internal conflict? 

A. A conflict that occurs within a character's mind or heart, such as a moral dilemma or personal 

struggle. 

 



 

 

Q.What is the importance of conflict resolution? 

A. Conflict resolution provides closure, resolves tension, and reveals character growth or change. 

 

Q. What is a symbol's connotation? 

A.The emotional or cultural association that the symbol evokes. 

 

Q.What is the importance of symbolism in a literary work? 

A.Symbolism adds depth, complexity, and meaning to the narrative, inviting the reader to interpret 

and reflect. 

 

Q. What is sensory imagery? 

A.Imagery that appeals to the senses, such as sight, sound, touch, taste, and smell. 

 

Q.What is the importance of imagery in a descriptive passage? 

A. Imagery helps to create a vivid and immersive description, engaging the reader's senses and 

imagination. 

 

Q.What is a tone's impact on the reader? 

A. Tone influences the reader's emotional response, interpretation, and connection to the story. 

 

Q.What is the importance of tone in a humorous story? 

A. Tone creates the comedic effect, using irony, sarcasm, or wit to engage the reader and create 

humor. 

 

Q.What is a writing style's significance? 

A. Style distinguishes the author's voice, creates atmosphere, and engages the reader. 

 

Q.What is the importance of style in a literary work? 

A.Style contributes to the narrative's aesthetic value, inviting the reader to appreciate the author's 

craft and artistry. 

 

Q. What is a pacing technique's purpose? 



 

 

A. To control the speed at which the story unfolds, creating tension, suspense, or relaxation. 

 

Q. What is the importance of pacing in a thriller? 

A. Pacing creates suspense and tension, keeping the reader engaged and invested in the story. 

 

Q.What is a dialogue's function? 

A. Dialogue reveals character, advances the plot, and creates tension or conflict. 

 

Q.What is the importance of dialogue in a character-driven story? 

A.Dialogue helps to develop character, revealing their thoughts, feelings, and motivations through 

their conversations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 2 

CHAPTER – 1 

"Of Revenge" by Francis Bacon 

 

Q: What is the main argument made by Francis Bacon in his essay "Of Revenge"? 

A: Bacon argues that revenge is a futile and destructive pursuit that can lead to more harm than 

good. He claims that revenge can create a cycle of violence and retaliation, and that it is often 

motivated by pride and a desire for power rather than a genuine desire for justice. 

 

Q: What does Bacon suggest is a better approach than seeking revenge? 

A: Bacon suggests that forgiveness and mercy are often more effective and noble than seeking 

revenge. He argues that forgiveness can help to break the cycle of violence and create a sense of 

peace and closure. 

 

Q: What literary device does Bacon use to make his argument more persuasive? 

A: Bacon uses rhetorical questions, metaphors, and allusions to make his argument more persuasive 

and engaging. For example, he asks, "Doth any man doubt, that if there were taken out of men's 

minds vain opinions, flattering hopes, false valuations, and the like, but it would leave the minds of 

men poor, and bare, and unfurnished?" 

 

Q: What is the tone of Bacon's essay "Of Revenge"? 

A: The tone of Bacon's essay is reflective, philosophical, and cautionary. He warns against the 

dangers of seeking revenge and encourages readers to consider the consequences of their actions. 

 

Q: How does Bacon use examples to support his argument? 

A: Bacon uses historical and literary examples to illustrate the futility and dangers of seeking revenge. 

For example, he cites the story of Maximilian, who was driven to madness and destruction by his 

desire for revenge. 

 

Q: What does Bacon mean by "a kind of wild justice"? 

A: Bacon describes revenge as "a kind of wild justice" because it is a primitive and unregulated form 

of justice that is driven by emotion rather than reason. He argues that true justice should be based 

on reason, law, and morality, rather than personal vendettas. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to contemporary issues? 



 

 

A: Bacon's essay remains relevant today because it addresses universal human emotions and 

conflicts. The desire for revenge is a fundamental human impulse that can lead to violence, 

destruction, and chaos. Bacon's essay encourages readers to think critically about the consequences 

of their actions and to seek more constructive and peaceful solutions to conflicts. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the sweetest revenge is a noble silence"? 

A: The phrase "the sweetest revenge is a noble silence" suggests that the best way to respond to 

injury or injustice is not to seek revenge, but to remain silent and dignified. This approach allows the 

individual to maintain their integrity and avoid being drawn into a cycle of violence and retaliation. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to the concept of forgiveness? 

A: Bacon's essay suggests that forgiveness is a more noble and effective approach than seeking 

revenge. He argues that forgiveness can help to break the cycle of violence and create a sense of 

peace and closure. 

 

Q: What role does pride play in Bacon's discussion of revenge? 

A: Bacon suggests that pride is a major motivator for seeking revenge. He argues that people often 

seek revenge because they feel that their pride or honor has been injured, and that they need to 

restore their reputation or sense of self-worth. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to the concept of morality? 

A: Bacon's essay raises important questions about morality and the nature of right and wrong. He 

argues that seeking revenge is often motivated by a desire for personal satisfaction rather than a 

genuine concern for justice or morality. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "revenge is a kind of idol"? 

A: The phrase "revenge is a kind of idol" suggests that seeking revenge can become an all-consuming 

and obsessive pursuit. Bacon argues that this obsession can lead people to sacrifice their own well-

being and morality in pursuit of revenge. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to contemporary debates about punishment and justice? 

A: Bacon's essay remains relevant to contemporary debates about punishment and justice. He argues 

that punishment should be focused on rehabilitation and restorative justice rather than revenge or 

retribution. This approach is consistent with many modern theories of punishment and justice. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the end of revenge is not to punish, but to ease"? 



 

 

A: The phrase "the end of revenge is not to punish, but to ease" suggests that the ultimate goal of 

seeking revenge is often to alleviate one's own emotional pain and suffering rather than to punish 

the offender. Bacon argues that this approach is misguided and that true justice should be focused 

on punishment and rehabilitation rather than personal satisfaction. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to the concept of emotions? 

A: Bacon's essay suggests that emotions, such as anger and hatred, can drive people to seek revenge. 

He argues that these emotions can cloud people's judgment and lead them to act impulsively and 

irrationally. 

 

Q: What role does reason play in Bacon's discussion of revenge? 

A: Bacon argues that reason should play a central role in decision-making, including decisions about 

whether or not to seek revenge. He suggests that people should use reason to calm their emotions 

and make more rational decisions. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to the concept of morality and ethics? 

A: Bacon's essay raises important questions about morality and ethics, particularly in relation to the 

concept of revenge. He argues that seeking revenge is often morally and ethically questionable, and 

that it can lead to harm and suffering for all parties involved. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "revenge is a fruitless and unsatisfying pursuit"? 

A: The phrase "revenge is a fruitless and unsatisfying pursuit" suggests that seeking revenge is 

ultimately unfulfilling and unsatisfying. Bacon argues that revenge may provide temporary 

satisfaction, but it ultimately leads to more harm and suffering in the long run. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to contemporary debates about conflict resolution? 

A: Bacon's essay remains relevant to contemporary debates about conflict resolution. He argues that 

seeking revenge is often not an effective way to resolve conflicts, and that more constructive 

approaches, such as forgiveness and reconciliation, may be more effective in the long run. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the best revenge is to live well"? 

A: The phrase "the best revenge is to live well" suggests that the best way to respond to adversity or 

injury is not to seek revenge, but to focus on living a good and fulfilling life. Bacon argues that this 

approach is more constructive and satisfying than seeking revenge. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to the concept of personal growth? 



 

 

A: Bacon's essay suggests that seeking revenge can hinder personal growth and development. He 

argues that focusing on revenge can consume a person's thoughts and emotions, preventing them 

from moving forward and improving themselves. 

 

Q: What role does forgiveness play in Bacon's discussion of revenge? 

A: Bacon argues that forgiveness is a more noble and effective approach than seeking revenge. He 

suggests that forgiveness can help to heal emotional wounds and promote personal growth and 

development. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to the concept of social justice? 

A: Bacon's essay raises important questions about social justice, particularly in relation to the 

concept of revenge. He argues that seeking revenge can perpetuate cycles of violence and harm, 

rather than promoting justice and equality. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "revenge is a dish that is best served cold"? 

A: The phrase "revenge is a dish that is best served cold" suggests that revenge is often more 

effective when it is planned and executed calmly and rationally, rather than impulsively and 

emotionally. Bacon argues that this approach is often more destructive and harmful than 

constructive and satisfying. 

 

Q: How does Bacon's essay relate to contemporary debates about restorative justice? 

A: Bacon's essay remains relevant to contemporary debates about restorative justice. He argues that 

seeking revenge is often not an effective way to promote justice and healing, and that more 

constructive approaches, such as forgiveness and reconciliation, may be more effective in the long 

run. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the revenge of the wise is to forget"? 

A: The phrase "the revenge of the wise is to forget" suggests that the best way to respond to 

adversity or injury is not to seek revenge, but to forget and move forward. Bacon argues that this 

approach is more constructive and satisfying than seeking revenge. 

 

Q.Write the theme of the Essay Of Revenge. 

Or 

write the sumury of the Essay 

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the Essays 



 

 

Ans: In his essay "Of Revenge", Francis Bacon argues that revenge is a natural desire that can be 

controlled but not extinguished. He believed that revenge is a wild and animalistic behavior that has 

no place in a society governed by law.  

 

Of Revenge by Francis Bacon is a short but meaningful essay that carries the author personal views 

about the great upsurge of nowadays society that is “revenge”. Bacon starts the essay by calling 

revenge as animalistic behavior by using the words “wild justice” for it. By such contrast, he describes 

the whole picture of the animal and human life. The more one’s nature turns toward for taking 

revenge, the more he is taking the law into his hands. If one commits a crime or does some harm to 

anybody, he/she is offending and violating the law but when the victim counterattacks, it make the 

law of no use. The law is useless when a person tries to take revenge himself. Undoubtedly by taking 

revenge, the wrongdoer and the counter-attacker are equal and at the same level. There is no 

difference between both, apparently. Bacon highlights the point that revenge is totally against the 

law. By ignoring or forgiving the wrong done to one by other makes a person superior to other as it is 

the quality of kings and prince to forgive others. By forbearing others, one makes a respectable place 

in the society. 

 

By quoting Salomon, a wisest Jewish philosopher, Bacon designates the quality of wise men that a 

secret of their glory is they always ignore the wrongs from others. To him, wise men don’t think 

about past. For what is done, is gone that cannot be changed. But the wise men focus on the present 

and they learn through their previous experiences and apply them in the present. Why should one 

care about the past as they have much to do about present and future? Forgive, forget, and move 

on. 

 

Bacon interestingly illustrates that why will a person do wrong to someone? What could be possible 

reasons behind? Is he/she doing wrong for the sake of wrong? If so, then why? The answer is given 

by bacon himself. One doesn’t do wrong with others for the sake of wrongs but to gain and acquire 

himself certain profit ( that could me of money or something else), or a particular pleasure (just like a 

sadist enjoys sufferings of others), or it might be to avail some respect and honor, or could be 

anything like that. Bacon, then, argues that why should I become mad at a person who loves himself 

more than me? This is then not a well-to-do workout to do. And if a person does wrong because it is 

his nature then these people are like “thorn” and “briar” (bushes) which can only puncture and cut. 

So, let them do, don’t complain. 

 

Bacon, moreover, points out that if one makes himself engross in revenge that has no legal remedy, 

“the most tolerable sort of revenge”, then the one looking to avenge should make sure that there is 

no rule or law to rebuke him. Bacon suggested that the person taking revenge should make his 

enemies informed as it might make the opposition party repent. It is more delightful to make one 

repent than to hurt. But if you take revenge silently by not provoking them, you will be a coward 

which is like an arrow that could hit anyone in the dark. 

Bacon extends his argument about the wrongs that cannot be pardoned. These wrongs usually come 

from our beloved friend, as one can forgive the enemy form whom we can expect such wrongs but 

these sorts of friend are like snakes who stabs at your back and doesn’t give you a moment to 



 

 

understand what they have done to you. The author quoted the Cosmos, the Duke of Florence that 

we have read that we are commanded to forgive our enemies, but we have never read that we are 

commanded to forgive our friends. But still, bacon says, we should not be so much inclined toward 

avenging them. As we are satisfied to take all good deeds from God but why are we not happy to 

take evil from him, too? So, we should forgive even our friends and consider them an evil from the 

God. 

 

A person who is always in sickness to take revenge and searching for a good moment to take will 

keep his wound evergreen and will never let them cure. In such condition, the only loss is to the 

sufferer which would otherwise heal and move on and focusing more on his present and future than 

to remain buried in his past. 

 

Bacon, lastly, ends the essay by arguing that public revenge, on the most past for bad leader or rules 

is fortunate. He gives examples of the public death of Caesar, Partinax (a Roman emperor), and 

Henry the Third of France. In public act of revenge, there is a huge lesson for the public and rest of 

people as it set an example for other while the private revenge, on the other hand, makes a person, 

who nourishes evil desires for others, to live a life of witches. Such life is full of rascal so they end, 

unfortunately. 

 

 

Q. Q.Briefly  analysis  the Essay Of Revenge. 

Ans: In the essay, of Revenge, Bacon presents the extremely reasonable argument contrary to the 

private revenge and recognizes “public revenge on the most part is fortunate”. He calls revenge a 

“wild justice”. Such contrast is made by him to show the animalistic nature of revenge. It is 

characteristic of an animal to avenge not of humans as they are entitled to forgive and show 

compassion to fellow beings. Bacon’s essays are characterized as brief but highly comprehensible. 

Just as by a single statement of wild justice, he presents the whole picture of human and animal life. 

 

Moreover, Bacon argues that the first wrong is overseen by law, but avenging it is out of the law. To 

avenge is a distortion of the law. 

 

This essay appeals to one’s wisdom of ethical supremacy when the author points out that the wise 

man is the one who ignores the wrongs of other done to him as he has much more to do in present 

and future rather than considering his past matters. As wrongs in the past cannot be changed 

because they are irrevocable, one should move on. 

 

Bacon explains a logical argument for why should one look for to harm others? As one doesn’t go 

wrong for the wrong sake. To him, one might get some profit by harming others, or some pleasure 

like a sadist or to achieve some honor. If these could be the reasons to do wrong with others then 

one should not avenge them as you cannot hate someone because they love themselves more than 



 

 

you. Further, if someone is doing wrong because of their ill-nature then they are just like “thorns and 

briars that can only cut and scratch”. Forgive them, and move on. 

 

By taking revenge, Bacon argues, one takes the law into his hands. Law becomes useless if one tries 

to take revenge. But such type of revenge is bearable which has no lawful remedy. One should make 

sure, Bacon warns, that there is then no law to punish. Along with this, one should make the 

opposition informed before avenging them. This might make them sorry which is more worth than 

harming them. 

 

We can forgive the wrongs done by enemies because we expect them to do so, but what about the 

wrongs that are done to us by our beloved friend, are such wrongs forgivable? Bacon seems to 

change his opinion against taking revenge by quoting Cosmus, the Duke of Florence, that we are 

commanded to forgive enemies but we are never commanded to forgive friends. But immediately 

after this he quotes Job and stands upon his argument that ‘we are satisfied and happy to take all 

goods from God than why we are not happy to take all evil’? Such friends should be considered as 

evil from God and shouldn’t be avenged. 

 

Bacon is totally against private revenge but suggests that public act of revenge are for the most part 

fortunate as it set an example for all. On the other hand, private revenge is unfortunate. The person 

who takes revenge lives a life of witches and his wound never heals. 

 

CHAPTER – 2 

"The Two Races of Men" by Charles 

 

Q: What is the main theme of "The Two Reach of Men"? 

A: The main theme of the essay is the contrast between the reach of human knowledge and the 

reach of human imagination. 

 

Q: What does Charles mean by "the reach of men"? 

A: Charles means the extent or scope of human knowledge, understanding, and achievement. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the reach of men is limited"? 

A: The phrase suggests that human knowledge and understanding are limited by their own nature 

and scope. 

 

Q: How does Charles contrast the reach of human knowledge and imagination? 



 

 

A: Charles contrasts the reach of human knowledge, which is limited by its own nature and scope, 

with the reach of human imagination, which is unlimited and can conceive of infinite possibilities. 

 

Q: What is the importance of imagination in human life, according to Charles? 

A: According to Charles, imagination is essential to human life because it allows us to conceive of 

possibilities beyond our current knowledge and understanding. 

 

Q: How does Charles's essay relate to the concept of human potential? 

A: Charles's essay suggests that human potential is limited only by our imagination and that we have 

the capacity to achieve great things if we can conceive of them. 

 

Q: What is the tone of Charles's essay? 

A: The tone of Charles's essay is reflective, philosophical, and inspiring. 

 

Q: What does Charles mean by "the reach of men's knowledge"? 

A: Charles means the extent or scope of human understanding and awareness of the world around 

us. 

 

Q: How does Charles describe the limitations of human knowledge? 

A: Charles describes the limitations of human knowledge as being bounded by our senses, our 

experiences, and our understanding. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the reach of men's imagination is infinite"? 

A: The phrase suggests that human imagination has no limits and can conceive of infinite 

possibilities. 

 

Q: How does Charles illustrate the power of human imagination? 

A: Charles illustrates the power of human imagination through examples of artistic, scientific, and 

literary achievements. 

 

Q: What is the relationship between human knowledge and imagination, according to Charles? 

A: According to Charles, human knowledge and imagination are interconnected, with imagination 

building on knowledge and knowledge informing imagination. 

 



 

 

Q: How does Charles's essay relate to the concept of creativity? 

A: Charles's essay suggests that creativity is a fundamental aspect of human imagination and that it 

allows us to generate new ideas and possibilities. 

 

Q: What is the importance of balancing knowledge and imagination, according to Charles? 

A: According to Charles, balancing knowledge and imagination is essential for achieving a deeper 

understanding of the world and for making progress in various fields. 

 

Q: How does Charles's essay relate to the concept of human progress? 

A: Charles's essay suggests that human progress is driven by the interplay between knowledge and 

imagination, with imagination pushing the boundaries of what is possible. 

 

Q: What is the main theme of "The Two Reach of Men"? 

A: The main theme is the contrast between the reach of human knowledge and the reach of human 

imagination. 

 

Q: What does Charles mean by "the reach of men"? 

A: The reach of men refers to the extent or scope of human knowledge, understanding, and 

achievement. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the reach of men is limited"? 

A: The phrase suggests that human knowledge and understanding are limited by their own nature 

and scope. 

 

Q: What is the importance of imagination in human life, according to Charles? 

A: Imagination is essential to human life as it allows us to conceive of possibilities beyond our current 

knowledge and understanding. 

 

Q: What is the tone of Charles's essay? 

A: The tone is reflective, philosophical, and inspiring. 

 

Q: What does Charles mean by "the reach of men's imagination is infinite"? 

A: The phrase suggests that human imagination has no limits and can conceive of infinite 

possibilities. 



 

 

Q: How does Charles illustrate the power of human imagination? 

A: Charles illustrates the power of human imagination through examples of artistic, scientific, and 

literary achievements. 

 

Q: What is the relationship between human knowledge and imagination, according to Charles? 

A: Human knowledge and imagination are interconnected, with imagination building on knowledge 

and knowledge informing imagination. 

 

Q: Who wrote "The Two Reach of Men"? 

A: Charles 

 

Q: What is the essay about? 

A: The contrast between human knowledge and imagination 

 

Q: What is the reach of men? 

A: The extent of human knowledge and understanding 

 

Q: What limits human knowledge? 

A: Its own nature and scope 

 

Q: What is the role of imagination? 

A: To conceive of possibilities beyond current knowledge 

 

Q: What is the tone of the essay? 

A: Reflective, philosophical, and inspiring 

 

Q: What is the significance of imagination? 

A: It has no limits and can conceive of infinite possibilities 

 

Q: How does imagination relate to knowledge? 

A: Imagination builds on knowledge and knowledge informs imagination 

 



 

 

Q: What is the main idea of the essay? 

A: The contrast between the limited reach of human knowledge and the infinite reach of human 

imagination 

 

Q: What is the author's message? 

A: To emphasize the importance of imagination in human life. 

 

Q: What does Charles mean by "the reach of men's knowledge"? 

A: The extent or scope of human understanding and awareness of the world. 

 

Q: How does Charles describe the limitations of human knowledge? 

A: As being bounded by our senses, experiences, and understanding. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the reach of men's imagination is infinite"? 

A: It suggests that human imagination has no limits and can conceive of infinite possibilities. 

 

Q: How does Charles illustrate the power of human imagination? 

A: Through examples of artistic, scientific, and literary achievements. 

 

Q: What is the relationship between human knowledge and imagination, according to Charles? 

A: They are interconnected, with imagination building on knowledge and knowledge informing 

imagination. 

 

Q: What is the main idea of the essay? 

A: The contrast between the limited reach of human knowledge and the infinite reach of human 

imagination. 

 

Q: What is the author's message? 

A: To emphasize the importance of imagination in human life and its potential to achieve great 

things. 

 

Q: How does Charles's essay relate to the concept of creativity? 



 

 

A: It suggests that creativity is a fundamental aspect of human imagination and is essential for 

achieving great things. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the essay's title, "The Two Reach of Men"? 

A: It highlights the contrast between the limited reach of human knowledge and the infinite reach of 

human imagination. 

 

Q. Briefly analysis the Essay The two reach of Men 

Or  

Write the theme of the Essay 

Or 

write the summary of the Essay 

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the Essays 

Ans: The human species, according to the best theory I can form of is composed of two distinct races, 

the men who borrow, and the men who lend. To these two original diversities may be reduced all 

those impertinent classifications of Gothic and Celtic tribes, white men, black men, red men. All the 

dwellers upon earth, "Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites," flock hither, and do naturally fall in with 

one or other of these primary distinctions. The infinite superiority of the former, which I choose to 

designate as the great race, is discernible in their figure, port, and a certain instinctive sovereignty. 

The latter are born degraded. "He shall serve his brethren." There is something in the air of one of 

this cast, lean and suspicious; contrasting with the open, trusting, generous manners of the other. 

 

Observe who have been the greatest borrowers of all ages -- Alcibiades, Falstaff, Sir Richard Steele -- 

our late incomparable Brinsley what a family likeness in all four! What a careless, even deportment 

hath your borrower! what rosy gills! what a beautiful reliance on Providence doth he manifest, -- 

taking no more thought than lilies! What contempt for money, -- accounting it (yours and mine 

especially) no better than dross What a liberal confounding of those pedantic distinctions of meum 

and tuum! or rather, what a noble simplification of language (beyond Tooke), resolving these 

supposed opposites into one clear, intelligible pronoun adjective! What near approaches doth he 

make to the primitive community, to the extent of one half of the principle at least! -- 

 

He is the true taxer who "calleth all the world up to be taxed;" and the distance is as vast between 

him and one of us, as subsisted betwixt the Augustan Majesty and the poorest obolary Jew that paid 

it tribute-pittance at Jerusalem! -- His exactions, too, have such a cheerful, voluntary air! So far 

removed from your sour parochial or state-gatherers, -- those ink-horn varlets, who carry their want 

of welcome in their faces! He cometh to you with a smile, and troubleth you with no receipt; 

confining himself to no set season. Every day is his Candlemas, or his Feast of Holy Michael. He 

applieth the lene tormentum of a pleasant look to your purse,which to that gentle warmth expands 



 

 

her silken leaves, as naturally as the cloak of the traveller, for which sun and wind contended! He is 

the true Propontic which never ebbeth! The sea which taketh handsomely at each man's hand. In 

vain the victim, whom he delighteth to honour, struggles with destiny; he is in the net. Lend 

therefore cheerfully, O man ordained to lend -- that thou lose not in the end, with thy worldly penny, 

the reversion promised. Combine not preposterously in thine own person the penalties of Lazarus 

and of Dives! -- but, when thou seest the proper authority coming, meet it smilingly, as it were half-

way. Come, a handsome sacrifice! See how light he makes of it! Strain not courtesies with a noble 

enemy. 

 

Reflections like the foregoing were forced upon my mind by the death of my old friend, Ralph Bigod, 

Esq., who departed this life on Wednesday evening; dying, as he had lived, without much trouble. He 

boasted himself a descendant from mighty ancestors of that name, who heretofore held ducal 

dignities in this realm. In his actions and sentiments, he belied not the stock to which he pretended. 

Early in life he found himself invested with ample revenues; which, with that noble disinterestedness 

which I have noticed as inherent in men of the great race, he took almost immediate measures 

entirely to dissipate and bring to nothing: for there is something revolting in the idea of a king 

holding a private purse; and the thoughts of Bigod were all regal. Thus furnished, by the very act of 

disfurnishment; getting rid of the cumbersome luggage of riches, more apt (as one sings) 

 

In his periegesis, or triumphant progress throughout this island, it has been calculated that he laid a 

tythe part of the inhabitants under contribution. I reject this estimate as greatly exaggerated: -- but 

having had the honour of accompanying my friend, divers times, in his perambulations about this 

vast city, I own I was greatly struck at first with the prodigious number of faces we met, who claimed 

a sort of respectful acquaintance with us. He was one day so obliging as to explain the phenomenon. 

 

It seems, these were his tributaries; feeders of his exchequer; gentlemen, his good friends (as he was 

leased to express himself), to whom he had occasionally been beholden for a loan. Their multitudes 

did no way disconcert him. He rather took a pride in numbering them; and, with Comus, seemed 

pleased to be "stocked with so fair a herd." 

 

With such sources, it was a wonder how he contrived to keep his treasury always empty. He did it by 

force of an aphorism, which he had often in his mouth, that "money kept longer than three days 

stinks." So, he made use of it while it was fresh. A good part he drank away (for he was an excellent 

toss-pot), some he gave away, the rest he threw away, literally tossing and hurling it violently from 

him -- as boys do burrs, or as if it had been infectious, -- into ponds, or ditches, or deep holes, -- 

inscrutable cavities of the earth ; -- or he would bury it (where he would never seek it again) by a 

river's side under some hank, which (he would facetiously observe) paid no interest -- but out away 

from him it must go peremptorily, as Hagar's offspring into the wilderness, while it was sweet. He 

never missed it. The streams were perennial which fed his fisc. When new supplies became 

necessary, the first person that had the felicity to fall in with him, friend or stranger, was sure to 

contribute to the deficiency. For Bigod had an undeniable way with him. He had a cheerful, open 

exterior, a quick, jovial eye, a bald forehead, just touched with grey (cana fides). He anticipated no 

excuse, and found none. And, waiving for a while my theory as to the great race, I would put it to the 



 

 

most untheorising reader, who may at times have disposable coin in his pocket, whether it is not 

more repugnant to the kindliness of his nature to refuse such a one as I am describing, than to say no 

to a poor petitionary rogue (your bastard borrower), who, by his mumping visnomy, tells you, that he 

expects nothing better; and, therefore, whose preconceived notions and expectations you do in 

reality so much less shock in the refusal. 

 

When I think of this man; his fiery glow of heart: his swell of feeling: how magnificent, how ideal he 

was; how great at the midnight hour; and when I compare with him the companions with whom I 

have associated since, I grudge the saving of a few idle ducats, and think that I am fallen into the 

society of lenders, and little men. 

 

To one like Elia, whose treasures are rather cased in leather covers than closed in iron coffers, there 

is a class of alienators more formidable than that which I have touched upon: I mean our borrowers 

of books--those mutilators of collections, spoilers of the symmetry of shelves, and creators of odd 

volumes. There is Comberbatch, matchless in his depredations! That foul gap in the bottom shelf 

facing you, like a great eyetooth knocked out -- (you are now with me in my little back study in 

Bloomsbury, reader!)--with the huge Switzer-like tomes on each side (like the Guildhall giants, in 

their reformed posture, guardant of nothing) once held the tallest of my folios, Opera Bonaventurae, 

choice and massy divinity, to which its two supporters (school divinity also, but of a lesser calibre,-- 

Bellarmine, and Holy Thomas), showed but as dwarfs, -- itself an Ascapart! -- that Comberbatch 

abstracted upon the faith of a theory he holds, which is more easy, I confess, for me to suffer by than 

to refute, namely, that "the title to property in a book (my Bonaventure, for instance), is in exact ratio 

to the claimant's powers of understanding and appreciating the same." Should he go on acting upon 

this theory, which of our shelves is safe? 

 

The slight vacuum in the left-hand case -- two shelves from the ceiling -- scarcely distinguishable but 

by the quick eye of a loser -- was whilom the commodious resting-place of Brown on Urn Burial. C. 

will hardly allege that he knows more about that treatise than I do, who introduced it to him, and 

was indeed the first (of the moderns) to discover its beauties -- but so have I known a foolish lover to 

praise his mistress in the presence of a rival more qualified to carry her off than himself -- Just below, 

Dodsley's dramas want their fourth volume, where Vittoria Corombona is! The remainder nine are as 

distasteful as Priam's refuse sons, when the Fates borrowed Hector. Here stood the Anatomy of 

Melancholy, in sober state.There loitered the Complete Angler; quiet as in life, by some stream side. -

- In yonder nook, John Buncle, a widower-volume, with "eyes closed," mourns his ravished mate. 

 

One justice I must do my friend, that if he sometimes, like the sea, sweeps away a treasure, at 

another time, sea-like, he throws up as rich an equivalent to match it. I have a small under-collection 

of this nature (my friend's gatherings in his various calls), picked up, he has forgotten at what odd 

places, and deposited with as little memory as mine. I take in these orphans, the twice-deserted. 

These proselytes of the gate are welcome as the true Hebrews. There they stand in conjunction; 

natives, and naturalised. The latter seem as little disposed to inquire out their true lineage as I am. -- 

I charge no warehouse-room for these deodands, nor shall ever put myself to the ungentlemanly 

trouble of advertising a sale of them to pay expenses. 



 

 

UNIT – 3 

CHAPTER – 1 

"Strivings of the Negro People" by W.E.B. Du Bois 

 

Q: Who is the author of "Strivings of the Negro People"? 

A: W.E.B. Du Bois 

 

Q: What is the main theme of the essay? 

A: The struggles and aspirations of Negro people in America. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the essay? 

A: Reflective, critical, and hopeful. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the essay? 

A: It highlights the importance of understanding and addressing the struggles faced by Negro people 

in America. 

 

Q: What is the main argument made by Du Bois in the essay? 

A: That Negro people in America is striving for equality, justice, and self-determination. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois describe the experience of being a Negro in America? 

A: He describes it as an experience of double consciousness, where one is both American and Negro. 

 

Q: What is the importance of education in the essay? 

A: Education is seen as a key factor in the uplift and empowerment of Negro people. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois envision the future of Negro people in America? 

A: He envisions a future where Negro people are equal and free, and where they can contribute fully 

to American society. 

 

Q: What is the concept of "double consciousness" in the essay? 



 

 

A: Double consciousness refers to the experience of being both American and Negro, and the tension 

between these two identities. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois describe the impact of slavery on Negro people? 

A: He describes it as a legacy of oppression, exploitation, and dehumanization. 

 

Q: What is the importance of cultural heritage in the essay? 

A: Du Bois emphasizes the importance of preserving and celebrating Negro cultural heritage, 

including music, art, and literature. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois envision the role of Negro people in American society? 

A: He envisions Negro people as full and equal participants in American society, contributing their 

unique perspectives and talents. 

 

Q: What is the tone of Du Bois's critique of white America? 

A: His critique is critical, yet hopeful, emphasizing the need for white America to recognize and 

address its own racism. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois see the relationship between Negro people and the American Dream? 

A: He sees Negro people as striving for the American Dream, but facing significant barriers and 

obstacles due to racism. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the essay's title, "Strivings of the Negro People"? 

A: The title emphasizes the agency and aspirations of Negro people, highlighting their struggles and 

achievements. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois describe the Negro's relationship with America? 

A: He describes it as a relationship of "double consciousness", where the Negro is both American and 

Negro. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the phrase "the problem of the twentieth century"? 

A: The phrase refers to the problem of the color line, which Du Bois saw as the central issue of the 

twentieth century. 

 



 

 

Q: How does Du Bois envision the solution to the problem of the color line? 

A: He envisions a solution that involves the recognition of Negro rights and the elimination of racial 

prejudice. 

 

Q: What is the role of education in Du Bois's vision for Negro uplift? 

A: Education is seen as a key factor in the uplift and empowerment of Negro people, allowing them 

to compete on an equal footing with whites. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois describe the impact of racism on Negro people? 

A: He describes it as a crushing weight that limits their opportunities and stifles their potential. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the essay's conclusion, which emphasizes the importance of Negro 

self-reliance? 

A: The conclusion emphasizes the need for Negro people to take control of their own destiny and 

work towards their own uplift. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois's essay relate to the broader context of American history and society? 

A: The essay is a powerful critique of American racism and a call to action for Negro rights and 

equality. 

 

Q: What is the main argument of Du Bois's essay? 

A: That Negro people are striving for equality, justice, and self-determination in the face of systemic 

racism. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois describe the Negro's experience in America? 

A: He describes it as an experience of "double consciousness", where the Negro is both American 

and Negro. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Du Bois's concept of the "Talented Tenth"? 

A: The Talented Tenth refers to the top 10% of Negro leaders who are educated and equipped to lead 

the race. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois envision the role of Negro leaders in the struggle for equality? 



 

 

A: He envisions Negro leaders as playing a key role in advocating for Negro rights and promoting 

Negro self-reliance. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Du Bois's critique of Booker T. Washington's accommodationist 

approach? 

A: Du Bois critiques Washington's approach as being too conciliatory and compromising, arguing 

instead for a more militant approach to achieving Negro rights. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois's essay relate to the NAACP and the Civil Rights Movement? 

A: Du Bois's essay was influential in shaping the NAACP's agenda and the broader Civil Rights 

Movement. 

 

Q: What is the ongoing relevance of Du Bois's essay today? 

A: The essay remains relevant today due to its powerful critique of systemic racism and its ongoing 

impact on American society. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois describe the impact of slavery on Negro people? 

A: He describes it as a legacy of oppression, exploitation, and dehumanization. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Du Bois's concept of "Pan-Africanism"? 

A: Pan-Africanism refers to the idea of global solidarity among people of African descent. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois envision the relationship between Negro people and Africa? 

A: He envisions a connection between Negro people in America and their African heritage. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Du Bois's critique of white supremacy? 

A: His critique highlights the ways in which white supremacy perpetuates racism and oppression. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois's essay relate to the Harlem Renaissance? 

A: The essay was influential in shaping the intellectual and artistic agenda of the Harlem Renaissance. 

 

Q: What is the ongoing impact of Du Bois's essay on American society? 

A: The essay remains influential in shaping discussions of racism, equality, and social justice. 



 

 

Q: How does Du Bois's essay relate to contemporary debates about systemic racism? 

A: The essay provides a powerful critique of systemic racism and its ongoing impact on American 

society. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Du Bois's legacy as a scholar and activist? 

A: His legacy highlights the importance of intellectual activism and the ongoing struggle for racial 

equality. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois describe the Negro's struggle for identity? 

A: He describes it as a struggle to reconcile their American and African identities. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Du Bois's concept of "the veil"? 

A: The veil refers to the racial divide between black and white America. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois's essay relate to the concept of intersectionality? 

A: The essay highlights the ways in which racism intersects with other forms of oppression. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Du Bois's critique of liberal reform? 

A: His critique highlights the limitations of liberal reform in addressing systemic racism. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois's essay relate to contemporary debates about reparations? 

A: The essay provides a historical context for understanding the ongoing impact of slavery and 

racism. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Du Bois's legacy as a founder of the NAACP? 

A: His legacy highlights the importance of grassroots activism and organizing for racial justice. 

 

Q: How does Du Bois's essay relate to the concept of critical race theory? 

A: The essay provides a foundational text for understanding the ways in which racism is embedded in 

American society. 

 

Q: What is the ongoing relevance of Du Bois's essay for contemporary social justice movements? 



 

 

A: The essay remains relevant due to its powerful critique of systemic racism and its ongoing impact 

on American society. 

 

Q.Briefly  analysis  the Essay Strivings of the Negro People 

Or  

Write the theme of the Essay 

Or 

write the summary of the Essay 

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the Essays 

Ans: This chapter presents an essay by W. E. B. Du Bois on the strivings of the American Negro. He 

cites the double-consciousness of the Negro, the sense of always looking at one's self through the 

eyes of others, of measuring one's soul by the tape of a world that looks on in amused contempt and 

pity 

 

This refers to the moment when, still a young boy, Du Bois realises that although he is just like 

everyone else (“like … in heart and life and longing”), he is excluded from the white world by “a vast 

veil”. The piece explores what this means. It’s a plea and a treatise on the treatment of African-

Americans, a reasoned argument on the value to both “races” of recognising and appreciating each 

other. It’s also an analysis of the failure of the hope and promise of emancipation over the three 

decades between 1865 and the writing of the article in 1897. 

 

I found the analysis telling. He explores the trajectory of hope and action decade by decade, 

pinpointing the failures. But he starts with the observation that no matter how hard a black person 

might study and work, might even do better than their white peers, “he” always faced a wall that was 

“relentlessly narrow, tall and unscalable to sons of night 

 

Then he turns to emancipation which had taken place thirty years before, and observes that “the 

freedman has not yet found freedom in his promised land”. In the first decade there was “merely a 

prolongation of the vein search for freedom”, but as the second decade dawned there was an 

awareness of another possibility, the ballot. With enthusiasm, black men “started with renewed zeal 

to vote themselves into the kingdom” but “the decade fled away” bringing nothing but “suppressed 

votes, stuffed ballot-boxes, and election outrages that nullified his vaunted right of suffrage”. (You get 

the gist, I’m sure, given recent history.) 

 

However, another idea also raised its head in this second decade, ‘the ideal of “book-learning”’ 

(education). Again, he resorts to biblical language (though apparently he was agnostic, if not atheist): 

 



 

 

It didn’t achieve the desired goal, but it did something, “it changed the child of emancipation to the 

youth with dawning self-consciousness, self-realization, self-respect”. People started to understand 

and analyse their burden. And what did they find? Poverty, yes – “to be a poor man is hard, but to be 

a poor race in a land of dollars is the very bottom of hardships”. And ignorance. But also “the red 

stain of bastardy, which two centuries of systematic legal defilement of Negro women had stamped 

upon his race”. This meant, he writes, “not only the loss of ancient African chastity, but also the 

hereditary weight of a mass of filth from white whoremongers and adulterers, threatening almost 

the obliteration of the Negro home”. A social and moral degradation. 

 

At this point, Du Bois turns to discuss the “shadow of a vast despair”, the shadow being “prejudice”. 

It’s interesting, because he suggests that prejudice is ‘the natural defense of culture against 

barbarism, learning against ignorance, purity against crime, the “higher” against the “lower” races’. 

“The Negro” would support, he continues, “this strange prejudice as is founded on just homage to 

civilization, culture, righteousness, and progress”. BUT, the black man is Still, they press on with hope 

– not for “nauseating patronage” but for ‘a higher synthesis of civilization and humanity, a true 

progress, with … the chorus “Peace, good will to men.”’ 

 

So, he gets to the third decade suggesting the attempts and strivings of the first two were of “a 

credulous race childhood”. The ballot, education and freedom (“of life and limb”… “to work and 

think”) are still needed, but through “work, culture and liberty” must be fostered the “traits and 

talents of the Negro, not in opposition to, but in conformity with, the greater ideals of the American 

republic, in order that someday, on American soil, two world races may give each to each those 

characteristics which both so sadly lack”. His arguments become somewhat idealised but his point is 

valid – that African Americans had much to offer the nation. 

 

Interestingly, his Wikipedia article tells how his 1935 history of Reconstruction which argued for the 

active and constructive role played by black people in this period ran counter to the “orthodox 

interpretation” of white historians (surprised?). It was virtually ignored until the late 1960s when it 

‘ignited a “revisionist” trend’ in Reconstruction historiography. By the 21st century, his book had 

become a foundational text in these studies! 

 

A very interesting man, whose legacy continues for his forward, clear thinking about the social and 

psychological mechanisms of race. 

 

CHAPTER – 2 

Part 1 

"Learning to Listen" by Subrata Bagchi 

 

Q: Who is the author of "Learning to Listen"? 



 

 

A: Subrata Bagchi 

 

Q: What is the main theme of the story? 

A: The main theme is the importance of listening and understanding others. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the title "Learning to Listen"? 

A: The title highlights the importance of listening as a skill that needs to be learned. 

 

Q: Who is the protagonist of the story? 

A: The protagonist is a young manager who learns the importance of listening. 

 

Q: What is the turning point in the story? 

A: The turning point is when the protagonist realizes the importance of listening to his team 

members. 

 

Q: What is the message conveyed through the story? 

A: The message is that listening is a crucial skill for effective communication and leadership. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to real-life situations? 

A: The story is relatable to real-life situations where effective listening is crucial for personal and 

professional success. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story? 

A: The tone is reflective and inspirational. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending? 

A: The ending highlights the positive impact of learning to listen on personal and professional 

relationships. 

 

Q: How does the story promote personal growth and development? 

A: The story promotes personal growth and development by highlighting the importance of self-

awareness and effective communication. 



 

 

Q: What is the author's purpose in writing the story? 

A: The author's purpose is to emphasize the importance of listening in personal and professional 

relationships. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the consequences of not listening? 

A: The story illustrates the consequences of not listening, such as misunderstandings and strained 

relationships. 

 

Q: What is the role of the protagonist's mentor in the story? 

A: The protagonist's mentor plays a crucial role in teaching him the importance of listening. 

 

Q: How does the story promote effective communication? 

A: The story promotes effective communication by highlighting the importance of listening actively 

and empathetically. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's setting? 

A: The story's setting, a corporate environment, highlights the importance of listening in professional 

relationships. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to the author's personal experiences? 

A: The story may be related to the author's personal experiences as a corporate leader and his 

observations on the importance of listening. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the author's narration? 

A: The tone of the author's narration is reflective, conversational, and inspirational. 

 

Q: How does the story encourage readers to reflect on their own listening skills? 

A: The story encourages readers to reflect on their own listening skills by highlighting the benefits of 

effective listening. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's message in today's fast-paced world? 

A: The story's message is significant in today's fast-paced world, where effective communication and 

listening are crucial for personal and professional success. 



 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the importance of empathy in listening? 

A: The story illustrates the importance of empathy in listening by showing how the protagonist's 

mentor actively tries to understand others' perspectives. 

 

Q: What is the role of self-awareness in the story? 

A: Self-awareness plays a crucial role in the story as the protagonist recognizes his own limitations 

and learns to listen more effectively. 

 

Q: How does the story promote a growth mindset? 

A: The story promotes a growth mindset by showing the protagonist's willingness to learn and 

improve his listening skills. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's message for leaders and managers? 

A: The story's message is significant for leaders and managers as it highlights the importance of 

listening in effective leadership and team management. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the benefits of active listening? 

A: The story illustrates the benefits of active listening, such as improved relationships, increased 

understanding, and better decision-making. 

 

Q: What is the role of feedback in the story? 

A: Feedback plays a crucial role in the story as the protagonist receives feedback from his mentor and 

team members, helping him to improve his listening skills. 

 

Q: How does the story promote a culture of openness and transparency? 

A: The story promotes a culture of openness and transparency by highlighting the importance of 

listening and encouraging open communication. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's message for personal relationships? 

A: The story's message is significant for personal relationships as it highlights the importance of 

listening in building and maintaining strong relationships. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the importance of patience in listening? 



 

 

A: The story illustrates the importance of patience in listening by showing how the protagonist's 

mentor takes the time to listen to others. 

 

Q: What is the role of intuition in the story? 

A: Intuition plays a role in the story as the protagonist's mentor uses his intuition to sense the 

emotions and needs of others. 

 

Q: How does the story promote a sense of community? 

A: The story promotes a sense of community by highlighting the importance of listening and 

understanding in building strong relationships. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's message for conflict resolution? 

A: The story's message is significant for conflict resolution as it highlights the importance of listening 

in resolving conflicts and improving relationships. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the benefits of listening in decision-making? 

A: The story illustrates the benefits of listening in decision-making by showing how the protagonist's 

mentor makes informed decisions by listening to others. 

 

Q: What is the role of emotional intelligence in the story? 

A: Emotional intelligence plays a crucial role in the story as the protagonist's mentor uses his 

emotional intelligence to understand and empathize with others. 

 

Q: How does the story promote a growth mindset in leaders? 

A: The story promotes a growth mindset in leaders by showing how the protagonist's mentor is open 

to learning and improvement. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's message for team building? 

A: The story's message is significant for team building as it highlights the importance of listening in 

building trust and collaboration among team members. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the importance of self-reflection in listening? 

A: The story illustrates the importance of self-reflection in listening by showing how the protagonist 

reflects on his own listening skills. 



 

 

Q: What is the role of mindfulness in the story? 

A: Mindfulness plays a role in the story as the protagonist's mentor is mindful of his own thoughts 

and emotions, allowing him to listen more effectively. 

 

Q: How does the story promote a sense of empathy and compassion? 

A: The story promotes a sense of empathy and compassion by highlighting the importance of 

understanding and relating to others. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's message for communication in the workplace? 

A: The story's message is significant for communication in the workplace as it highlights the 

importance of listening in effective communication. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the benefits of listening in building trust? 

A: The story illustrates the benefits of listening in building trust by showing how the protagonist's 

mentor builds trust with others through active listening. 

 

Q: What is the role of active listening in the story? 

A: Active listening plays a crucial role in the story as it allows the protagonist's mentor to fully 

understand and respond to others. 

 

Q: How does the story promote a sense of responsibility in leaders? 

A: The story promotes a sense of responsibility in leaders by showing how the protagonist's mentor 

takes responsibility for listening and responding to others. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's message for personal growth and development? 

A: The story's message is significant for personal growth and development as it highlights the 

importance of self-awareness, empathy, and effective communication. 

 

Part 2 

"Who is a Good Leader" by Subrata Bagchi 

 

Q: What are the essential qualities of a good leader according to the author? 

A: The author emphasizes qualities like listening, empathy, self-awareness, and humility. 



 

 

Q: How does the author define leadership? 

A: The author defines leadership as the ability to inspire and empower others. 

 

Q: What is the significance of self-awareness in leadership? 

A: Self-awareness allows leaders to understand their strengths, weaknesses, and emotions, leading 

to more effective decision-making. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of empathy in leadership? 

A: The author highlights the need for leaders to understand and relate to others' perspectives and 

emotions. 

 

Q: What is the role of humility in leadership? 

A: Humility allows leaders to listen, learn, and grow, leading to more effective leadership. 

 

Q: How does the author differentiate between a good leader and a bad leader? 

A: A good leader inspires and empowers, while a bad leader dictates and controls. 

 

Q: What is the significance of communication in leadership? 

A: Effective communication is crucial for leaders to inspire, motivate, and empower their teams. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of responsibility in leadership? 

A: Leaders must take responsibility for their actions, decisions, and impact on others. 

 

Q: What is the author's message for aspiring leaders? 

A: The author encourages aspiring leaders to cultivate self-awareness, empathy, humility, and 

effective communication skills. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of emotional intelligence in leadership? 

A: Emotional intelligence helps leaders understand and manage their own emotions and those of 

their team members. 

 

Q: What is the role of vision in leadership, according to the author? 



 

 

A: A clear vision inspires and motivates teams, and helps leaders make decisions that align with their 

goals. 

 

Q: How does the author differentiate between a leader and a manager? 

A: A leader inspires and empowers, while a manager plans and organizes. 

 

Q: What is the significance of trust in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Trust is essential for building strong relationships and achieving common goals. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of accountability in leadership? 

A: Leaders must be accountable for their actions, decisions, and results. 

 

Q: What is the role of feedback in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Feedback helps leaders learn, grow, and improve their performance. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of resilience in leadership? 

A: Resilience helps leaders navigate challenges, adapt to change, and maintain their motivation and 

focus. 

 

Q: What is the author's message for leaders facing challenges and setbacks? 

A: The author encourages leaders to learn from their mistakes, stay positive, and maintain their focus 

on their goals. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of continuous learning in leadership? 

A: Continuous learning helps leaders stay up-to-date with the latest trends, technologies, and best 

practices. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of diversity and inclusion in leadership? 

A: The author highlights the need for leaders to foster a culture of diversity, equity, and inclusion. 

 

Q: What is the role of adaptability in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Adaptability enables leaders to respond effectively to changing circumstances and navigate 

uncertainty. 



 

 

Q: How does the author differentiate between a transactional leader and a transformational 

leader? 

A: A transactional leader focuses on tasks and transactions, while a transformational leader inspires 

and empowers their team. 

 

Q: What is the significance of integrity in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Integrity is essential for building trust, credibility, and strong relationships with team members and 

stakeholders. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of work-life balance in leadership? 

A: The author highlights the need for leaders to maintain a healthy work-life balance to avoid 

burnout and maintain their well-being. 

 

Q: What is the role of gratitude in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Gratitude helps leaders cultivate a positive mindset, appreciate their team members, and build 

strong relationships. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of forgiveness in leadership? 

A: Forgiveness enables leaders to let go of grudges, resolve conflicts, and maintain positive 

relationships. 

 

Q: What is the author's message for leaders who have made mistakes or failed? 

A: The author encourages leaders to learn from their mistakes, take responsibility, and use failure as 

an opportunity for growth. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of empathy in leadership? 

A: The author highlights the need for leaders to understand and share the feelings of their team 

members. 

 

Q: What is the role of self-awareness in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Self-awareness enables leaders to understand their strengths, weaknesses, and emotions, leading 

to more effective decision-making. 

 

Q: How does the author differentiate between a leader and a boss? 



 

 

A: A leader inspires and empowers, while a boss dictates and controls. 

 

Q: What is the significance of communication in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Effective communication is crucial for leaders to inspire, motivate, and empower their teams. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of accountability in leadership? 

A: Leaders must be accountable for their actions, decisions, and results. 

 

Q: What is the role of resilience in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Resilience enables leaders to navigate challenges, adapt to change, and maintain their motivation 

and focus. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of continuous learning in leadership? 

A: Continuous learning enables leaders to stay up-to-date with the latest trends, technologies, and 

best practices. 

 

Q: What is the author's message for aspiring leaders? 

A: The author encourages aspiring leaders to cultivate self-awareness, empathy, and effective 

communication skills. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of building strong relationships in leadership? 

A: Building strong relationships is crucial for leaders to inspire, motivate, and empower their teams. 

 

Q: How does the author define a good leader? 

A: A good leader is someone who inspires, motivates, and empowers their team. 

 

Q: What are the key qualities of a good leader, according to the author? 

A: The key qualities include self-awareness, empathy, effective communication, and accountability. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of vision in leadership? 

A: A clear vision inspires and motivates teams, and helps leaders make decisions that align with their 

goals. 



 

 

Q: What is the role of integrity in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Integrity is essential for building trust, credibility, and strong relationships with team members and 

stakeholders. 

 

Q: How does the author differentiate between a transactional leader and a transformational 

leader? 

A: A transactional leader focuses on tasks and transactions, while a transformational leader inspires 

and empowers their team. 

 

Q: What is the significance of emotional intelligence in leadership, according to the author? 

A: Emotional intelligence helps leaders understand and manage their own emotions and those of 

their team members. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of adaptability in leadership? 

A: Adaptability enables leaders to respond effectively to changing circumstances and navigate 

uncertainty. 

 

Q: What is the author's message for leaders facing challenges and setbacks? 

A: The author encourages leaders to learn from their mistakes, stay positive, and maintain their focus 

on their goals. 

 

Q: How does the author emphasize the importance of gratitude in leadership? 

A: Gratitude helps leaders cultivate a positive mindset, appreciate their team members, and build 

strong relationships. 

 

Q. Briefly analysis the Essay Go Kiss the World 

Or  

Write the theme of the Essay 

Or 

write the summary of the Essay 

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the Essays 



 

 

Ans: The speech delivered by Subroto Bagchi tells us his words of wisdom and the lessons taught to 

him by his parents. The lessons are directed at lighting the meaning of success and are related to the 

events from Bagchi’s life. 

 

Subroto’s father was a District Employment Officer in Koraput, Orissa, and Subroto was their fifth and 

the last child. Koraput was a district without electricity and water did not use to run through taps. 

There were no primary schools due to which Subroto’s schooling was done at home only. Subroto’s 

mother had come as a refugee from East Bengal and was raised by a widow. 

 

The houses which the government gave to the Bagchi family rarely had fences. Subroto along with 

his mother used to to make the fences with twigs and decorate the house with little plant seedlings. 

When other people asked Subroto’s mother that what’s the need to beautify a government house, 

she replied them that she has to create a bloom in a dessert and for that, she has to leave every 

place given to her more beautiful than what she had inherited. Subroto calls this his first lesson in 

success, “It is not what you create for yourself, it is what you leave behind that defines success.*.” 

 

Subroto’s mother started developing cataract in her eyes when he was very small. That time his 

eldest brother has got a teaching job in Bhubaneswar University and was also preparing for civil 

services examination. It was decided that Subroto’s mother and he will move to Bhubaneswar too for 

the eldest brother’s cooking purposes. This was the first time that Subroto saw electricity in houses 

and water coming from taps. Subroto’s daily job there was to read the Oriya script newspaper from 

head-to-toe for his mother. While reading the newspaper, Subroto used to feel a sense of larger 

connectedness with the world that made up another lesson for him which meant to be connected 

with a larger world. 

 

During that time, India was at war with Pakistan and Lal Bahadur Shastri’s words “Jai Jawan Jai Kissan 

“sparked the country into unitedness. Subroto Bagchi felt the need to become a hero and dreamt of 

catching a terrorist to read his news on the newspaper’s first page. He decided to spend hours 

guarding the university’s water tank, imagining that a terrorist would come to poison it and he would 

be the one to catch him. His imagination became another lesson for him, a lesson that taught him 

that if he can imagine a future, he can create it and if he can create it, others will live it. 

 

In the next few years, Subroto’s mother’s eyesight deteriorated. Therefore, she went under 

operation and saw Subroto’s face for the first time. Subroto still pleases every time he remembers his 

mother’s words that praised him. Within few weeks of getting her vision back, Subroto’s mother 

developed corneal ulcer and became blind in both eyes. She lived 32 years with her blindness but 

never even complained once. When Subroto asked her what did she see with those blind eyes, his 

mother replied that she do not see darkness but only sees the light. Till 80 years of age, Subroto’s 

mother performed her morning yoga every day, cleaned her room and washed her clothes own too 

even after being blind. This way Subroto’s mother taught him another lesson – Succes is not to see 

the word but about seeing the light. 

 



 

 

As Subroto grew up, he got a job as a clerk in a government office, became a management trainee 

and finally settled with a job in IT industry for which he moved to the USA in 1992. During this time 

his father was living a retired life with his brother when he suffered third-degree burns and was 

admitted to the Safdarjung Hospital, Delhi. Safdarjung Hospital was a poorly maintained place with 

untidiness and overworked nurses. Subroto had returned to see his father, one morning he realised 

that the blood bottle is empty and air could have entered his body. Therefore, Subroto asked the 

nurse to replace it but got the reply to do it himself by the tired, overworked nurse. When the nurse 

finally agreed to change it, Subroto was surprised to see the man who himself was on his deathbed 

was asking his nurse that why she hadn’t gone home yet. That day Subroto learned that there’s no 

limit to how much a person can concern for another person and the limit of inclusion he can create. 

Subroto’s father died the following day but left his principles behind. 

 

Subroto’s father was the believer of British Raj and doubted the capability of post-Independence 

political parties to govern the country whereas Subroto’s mother believed the exact opposite. When 

she was young, she has garlanded Subhash Chandra Bose and had learned to spin khadi and using 

swords and daggers. Although Subroto’s parents had different ideologies but still they lived together, 

this taught Subroto another lesson that success is not the ability to create a dogmatic end state but a 

process of continuous thinking. 

 

Subroto’s Mother died due to a paralytic stroke at the age of 82 in Bhubaneswar hospital. Subroto 

Bagchi had come from the USA to see her and remained in the hospital for two weeks. His mother 

was not getting better but was neither getting worse. Subroto eventually has to return to work and 

therefore, was leaving. He bowed down his head to kiss his mother’s face before leaving and in a 

paralytic state his mother replied him to not to kiss her but to kiss the world. The words “Go, Kiss the 

World” were said by Subroto’s mother to him on her deathbed. Subroto’s mother had come to India 

as a refugee and was raised by a widow, her husband’s salary was just Rs300, and she had lost her 

eyesight but still was telling the author to go, kiss the world. 

 

Go, Kiss the World” is a Welcome Address given to the IIM Banglore students by the famous 

entrepreneur Subroto Bagchi. In the speech, Subroto is telling the audience the principles taught to 

him by his parents, the lessons that define success and, in his childhood, Subroto Bagchi and his 

brothers were not allowed to call their driver by his name due to one of the lessons taught to their 

father. The lesson which taught them to treat small people with more respect as according to their 

father, it is more important to respect your subordinates than your seniors. 

 

As said by Subroto Bagchi in his speech, “Go, Kiss the World” which he delivered on 2nd July 2003 to 

the students of IIM, Banglore, Koraput was a district with no primary schools. There was no 

electricity in the whole district, and Bagchi had never seen a single fan running in it. The presence of 

water flowing in the taps was also not there. If put together, we can also conclude that Koraput was a 

very less developed town during Bagchi’s childhood. 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 4 

CHAPTER – 1 

"The Kabuliwala" by Rabindranath Tagore: 

 

Q: Who is the author of "The Kabuliwala"? 

A: Rabindranath Tagore 

 

Q: What is the story about? 

A: The story is about a Kabuliwala (a dry fruit seller from Kabul) who befriends a young girl named 

Mini. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Kabuliwala's character? 

A: The Kabuliwala represents a symbol of kindness, generosity, and fatherly love. 

 

Q: What is the relationship between the Kabuliwala and Mini? 

A: The Kabuliwala and Mini form a bond, with the Kabuliwala treating Mini like his own daughter. 

 

Q: Why does the Kabuliwala go to jail? 

A: The Kabuliwala goes to jail for committing a crime, but the story doesn't specify what the crime is. 

 

Q: How does Mini's family react to the Kabuliwala's friendship with Mini? 

A: Mini's family is initially wary of the Kabuliwala but eventually warms up to him. 

 

Q: What is the theme of the story? 

A: The theme of the story is the power of human connection and the importance of kindness and 

compassion. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the dry fruits that the Kabuliwala gives to Mini? 

A: The dry fruits symbolize the Kabuliwala's kindness and generosity towards Mini. 

 

Q: What is the setting of the story? 



 

 

A: The story is set in Calcutta, India. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Kabuliwala's backstory? 

A: The Kabuliwala's backstory reveals his motivations and emotions, making him a more relatable 

and sympathetic character. 

 

Q: How does the Kabuliwala's relationship with Mini change over time? 

A: The Kabuliwala's relationship with Mini deepens over time, as he becomes a surrogate father 

figure to her. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the Kabuliwala's gifts to Mini? 

A: The gifts symbolize the Kabuliwala's love and affection for Mini, as well as his desire to provide for 

her. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of loneliness? 

A: The story portrays the theme of loneliness through the character of the Kabuliwala, who is a 

stranger in a foreign land. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending? 

A: The story's ending highlights the bittersweet nature of the Kabuliwala's relationship with Mini, as 

well as the passing of time. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of cultural differences? 

A: The story explores the theme of cultural differences through the contrast between the 

Kabuliwala's Afghan culture and Mini's Indian culture. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story? 

A: The tone of the story is nostalgic, melancholic, and introspective. 

 

Q: How does the Kabuliwala's character challenge stereotypes? 

A: The Kabuliwala's character challenges stereotypes by portraying a Muslim Afghan man as kind, 

gentle, and compassionate. 

 



 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Kabuliwala's songs? 

A: The Kabuliwala's songs symbolize his cultural heritage and his emotional connection to Mini. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of memory? 

A: The story explores the theme of memory through the Kabuliwala's recollections of his daughter 

and his homeland. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the Kabuliwala's dry fruits? 

A: The dry fruits symbolize the Kabuliwala's livelihood, his cultural heritage, and his gifts to Mini. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of separation? 

A: The story portrays the theme of separation through the Kabuliwala's separation from his daughter 

and his homeland. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's title? 

A: The title "The Kabuliwala" highlights the Kabuliwala's identity as a stranger in a foreign land. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of human connection? 

A: The story explores the theme of human connection through the bond between the Kabuliwala and 

Mini. 

 

Q: What is the message of the story? 

A: The message of the story is that human connections can transcend cultural and geographical 

boundaries. 

 

Q: How does the Kabuliwala's character represent the universal human experience? 

A: The Kabuliwala's character represents the universal human experience of longing, love, and 

separation. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Kabuliwala's meetings with Mini? 

A: The meetings symbolize the Kabuliwala's connection to his daughter and his homeland. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of nostalgia? 



 

 

A: The story portrays the theme of nostalgia through the Kabuliwala's recollections of his past. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the Kabuliwala's gifts to Mini? 

A: The gifts symbolize the Kabuliwala's love, kindness, and generosity. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of identity? 

A: The story explores the theme of identity through the Kabuliwala's struggles to maintain his 

cultural identity in a foreign land. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending? 

A: The ending highlights the Kabuliwala's acceptance of his circumstances and his continued love for 

Mini. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of sacrifice? 

A: The story portrays the theme of sacrifice through the Kabuliwala's willingness to give up his own 

desires for the sake of others. 

 

Q: What is the message of the story about human relationships? 

A: The message is that human relationships can transcend boundaries and provide comfort and 

solace. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of loneliness and isolation? 

A: The story portrays the theme of loneliness and isolation through the Kabuliwala's experiences as a 

stranger in a foreign land. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the Kabuliwala's memories of his daughter? 

A: The memories symbolize the Kabuliwala's love and longing for his daughter and his homeland. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of cultural exchange? 

A: The story explores the theme of cultural exchange through the interactions between the 

Kabuliwala and Mini. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the Kabuliwala's dry fruit shop? 



 

 

A: The shop symbolizes the Kabuliwala's livelihood and his connection to his cultural heritage. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of hope and resilience? 

A: The story portrays the theme of hope and resilience through the Kabuliwala's determination to 

survive and thrive in a foreign land. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's title in relation to the themes? 

A: The title "The Kabuliwala" highlights the Kabuliwala's identity and his experiences as a stranger in 

a foreign land. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of the human condition? 

A: The story explores the theme of the human condition through the Kabuliwala's experiences of 

love, loss, and longing. 

 

Q: What is the message of the story about the importance of human connection? 

A: The message is that human connection is essential for survival and that it can transcend 

boundaries and provide comfort and solace. 

 

Q. Briefly analysis the Essay Kabuliwallah 

Or  

Write the theme of the Essay 

Or 

write the summary of the Essay 

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the Essays 

Ans:- Kabuliwallah” opens with the narrator describing his five-year-old daughter, Mini. She “can’t 

stop talking for a minute” and is frequently scolded by her mother for it. The narrator, on the other 

hand, thinks that it’s “unnatural” when Mini is quiet, and so he spends a lot of time talking to her 

and answering her many questions. One morning, Mini chats with her father while he’s working on 

an adventure novel. She looks out the window and spots a Kabuliwallah named Rahamat and starts 

calling to him. However, when he comes over, Mini runs into another room, convinced that his large 

bags are full of children, not goods. 

A few days later, the narrator finds Mini sitting next to Rahamat and talking to him with a pile of 

raisins and nuts in her lap. The narrator tells Rahamat not to give her any more treats and gives him a 

half-rupee, which Rahamat takes. Later, Mini’s mother scolds Mini for having a half-rupee, which 

Mini says Rahamat gave her. The narrator saves Mini “from her mother’s wrath” and brings her 



 

 

outside where she tells him that Rahamat has come by almost every day to listen to her talk. Among 

the numerous jokes they have together, one starts with Rahamat telling Mini, “don’t ever go off to 

your svasur-bari” Mini doesn’t understand what this means because the narrator and his wife are 

“progressive people” who “don’t keep talking to [their] young daughter about her future marriage,” 

and so she innocently asks him if he is going to his. Rahamat jokingly shakes a fist and says he’ll 

“settle him,” making Mini laugh. 

 

It is autumn, which the narrator associates with kings setting out “on their world-conquests,” which 

further reminds him that he has never left Calcutta even though he longs to explore the world. He 

has an active imagination and frequently imagines distant lands, but he is “a rooted sort of 

individual” and whenever he does leave his “familiar spot” he will “practically collapse.” Because of 

this, the narrator is happy to spend a morning just listening to Rahamat’s stories of Afghanistan and 

traveling. Mini’s mother is very different: she is scared of the outside world and imagines it is full of 

extreme dangers. Unhappy with Rahamat, a complete stranger, spending so much time with Mini, 

she warns the narrator to keep an eye on him. When the narrator tells her there is nothing to worry 

about, she talks about the possibility of Mini being kidnapped and sold into slavery. Rahamat, 

however, continues to come and the narrator continues to enjoy seeing him with Mini. 

Rahamat is preparing to go home. Part of these preparations is to go all around Calcutta and collect 

money that customers owe him, but he always makes time in the evening to stop at the narrator’s 

house to talk with Mini. One morning, the narrator hears something going on in the streets and looks 

out the window to see Rahamat, covered in blood, being led down the street in handcuffs. The 

narrator runs outside, and Rahamat tells him that he got into a physical altercation with a customer 

who had refused to pay and, during the fight, he stabbed the customer. Mini comes out and asks 

Rahamat if he’s being taken to his śvaśur-bāṛi, and he says that he is. Rahamat is sent to jail. It does 

not take long for Mini to forget Rahamat and find new friends, first with the groom (someone who 

takes care of horses) and then with girls her age. She stops visiting her father’s study and the 

narrator says he “dropped her,” as well. 

A few years later, the narrator and his wife are preparing for Mini’s wedding day. The house is full of 

people setting things up and the narrator has isolated himself in his study. Rahamat suddenly arrives 

and tells the narrator he had been released from jail the day before, which reminds the narrator of 

his crime and sets him on edge. The narrator tells Rahamat that they are busy and he will have to go, 

but Rahamat asks if he can see Mini. Once again the narrator tries to brush him off and Rahamat 

prepares to leave, but as he walks out the door he asks the narrator to give Mini some grapes, nuts, 

and raisins he brought for her as a reminder of their past friendship. The narrator gets some money 

to pay Rahamat for them, but he refuses payment and tells the narrator that he had come with his 

own daughter “in mind,” not to do business. 

Rahamat pulls “a crumpled piece of paper” out of the breast pocket of his shirt and shows the 

narrator the handprint of his daughter, Parvati, that he carries with him while he travels for work. 

Seeing it, the narrator “forgot then that he was an Afghan raisin-seller and I was a Bengali Babu,” 

instead recognizing that “he was a father just as I am a father.” This changes the narrator’s mind 

about sending Rahamat away and instead he calls Mini down. When she comes in, she’s “dressed as 

a bride” and acts shy and uncomfortable. Rahamat tries to joke with her as he used to, asking if she’s 

going to her śvaśur-bāṛi, but instead of laughing and asking questions, Mini “blushed […] and looked 

away.” The narrator’s “heart ache[s].” 



 

 

When Mini leaves, Rahamat suddenly realizes that his daughter, like Mini, will have grown up and be 

different from the little girl he once knew. As Rahamat thinks about Afghanistan and his daughter, the 

narrator pulls out some money and asks Rahamat to use it to get home. He tells Rahamat that, “by 

your blessed reunion, Mini will be blessed.” Giving Rahamat the money means that Mini’s wedding 

party is not as grand as it might have been, but the narrator is happy with it, believing that “the 

ceremony was lit by a kinder, more gracious light.” 

 

CHAPTER – 2 

"A Gentleman's Gift" by R.K. Narayan: 

 

Q: Who is the author of "A Gentleman's Gift"? 

A: R.K. Narayan 

 

Q: What is the main theme of the story? 

A: The theme is the irony of a well-intentioned gift gone wrong. 

 

Q: What is the plot of the story? 

A: The story revolves around a gentleman who gives a gift to a poor man, but the gift ultimately 

causes trouble for the recipient. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story? 

A: The tone is humorous and satirical. 

 

Q: What message does the story convey? 

A: The story highlights the importance of considering the consequences of one's actions, even with 

the best of intentions. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the title "A Gentleman's Gift"? 

A: The title emphasizes the gentleman's well-meaning but misguided gesture. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the character of the gentleman? 

A: The gentleman is portrayed as well-intentioned but naive and somewhat condescending. 

 



 

 

Q: What is the role of irony in the story? 

A: Irony plays a significant role in the story, as the gentleman's gift ultimately causes trouble for the 

recipient. 

 

Q: What is the setting of the story? 

A: The story is set in the fictional town of Malgudi, India. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the gift itself? 

A: The gift is a symbol of the gentleman's condescending attitude towards the poor. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the social class differences? 

A: The story highlights the vast social class differences between the gentleman and the poor 

recipient. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the gentleman's character? 

A: The gentleman's tone is patronizing and condescending. 

 

Q: How does the story use humor to critique social norms? 

A: The story uses humor to critique the social norms of condescension and patronage. 

 

Q: What message does the story convey about charity? 

A: The story conveys that charity should be done thoughtfully and with consideration for the 

recipient's needs. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the character of the poor recipient? 

A: The poor recipient is portrayed as humble and grateful, but also struggling to make ends meet. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending? 

A: The ending highlights the unintended consequences of the gentleman's gift and the importance of 

considering the recipient's needs. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of social responsibility? 



 

 

A: The story highlights the importance of considering the consequences of one's actions on others. 

 

Q: What is the role of satire in the story? 

A: Satire is used to critique the social norms of condescension and patronage. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the character of the narrator? 

A: The narrator is portrayed as observant and insightful, providing commentary on the events of the 

story. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's title in relation to the themes? 

A: The title "A Gentleman's Gift" highlights the irony of the gentleman's well-intentioned but 

misguided gesture. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of cultural differences? 

A: The story highlights the cultural differences between the gentleman and the poor recipient. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story's ending? 

A: The ending has a tone of irony and unexpected consequences. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to R.K. Narayan's other works? 

A: The story is characteristic of Narayan's style, exploring themes of social commentary and satire. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's message about the importance of considering others? 

A: The message highlights the importance of empathy and understanding in our interactions with 

others. 

 

Q: How does the story use symbolism to convey its themes? 

A: The gift itself is a symbol of the gentleman's condescending attitude. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's use of irony? 

A: Irony highlights the unexpected consequences of the gentleman's actions. 

 



 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of social status? 

A: The story critiques the social norms of condescension and patronage. 

 

Q: What is the role of the gentleman's character in the story? 

A: The gentleman's character serves as a commentary on social class differences. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of relationships? 

A: The story highlights the complexities of relationships between people of different social classes. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's setting in Malgudi? 

A: The setting provides a backdrop for exploring Indian social norms and culture. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to contemporary social issues? 

A: The story remains relevant today, commenting on issues of social class, condescension, and 

empathy. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending in terms of character development? 

A: The ending highlights the gentleman's lack of self-awareness and understanding. 

 

Q: How does the story use humor to critique social norms? 

A: Humor is used to highlight the absurdity of the gentleman's actions. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's title in relation to the gentleman's character? 

A: The title highlights the gentleman's condescending attitude and misguided generosity. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of power dynamics? 

A: The story critiques the power imbalance between the gentleman and the poor recipient. 

 

Q: What is the role of social commentary in the story? 

A: Social commentary is used to critique the social norms and class differences in Indian society. 

 



 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of morality? 

A: The story raises questions about morality and the motivations behind the gentleman's actions. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's use of language? 

A: The language is simple, yet effective in conveying the themes and social commentary. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to R.K. Narayan's other works, such as "The Guide"? 

A: The story shares similar themes and elements of social commentary found in "The Guide". 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending in terms of social commentary? 

A: The ending highlights the need for empathy and understanding in bridging social class differences. 

 

Q: How does the story use characterization to convey its themes? 

A: The characters are well-developed and serve to illustrate the themes of social class, 

condescension, and empathy. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's exploration of the human condition? 

A: The story highlights the complexities and flaws of human nature, particularly in relation to social 

class differences. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of self-awareness? 

A: The story critiques the gentleman's lack of self-awareness and understanding of his own 

motivations. 

 

Q: What is the role of symbolism in the story? 

A: Symbolism is used to convey themes and ideas, such as the gift representing the gentleman's 

condescending attitude. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to contemporary issues of social justice? 

A: The story remains relevant today, commenting on issues of social class, inequality, and empathy. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's use of irony and humor? 



 

 

A: Irony and humor are used to critique social norms and highlight the absurdity of the gentleman's 

actions. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of relationships and connections? 

A: The story highlights the complexities of relationships between people of different social classes. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending in terms of the gentleman's character 

development? 

A: The ending highlights the gentleman's lack of growth or self-awareness. 

 

Q: How does the story use social commentary to critique Indian society? 

A: Social commentary is used to critique the social norms and class differences in Indian society. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's exploration of the complexities of human relationships? 

A: The story highlights the complexities and nuances of relationships between people of different 

social classes. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of social inequality? 

A: The story critiques the social norms and class differences that perpetuate inequality. 

 

Q: What is the role of the narrator in the story? 

A: The narrator provides an objective perspective on the events of the story. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to R.K. Narayan's other works, such as "The Man-Eater of Malgudi"? 

A: The story shares similar themes and elements of social commentary found in "The Man-Eater of 

Malgudi". 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's use of foreshadowing? 

A: Foreshadowing is used to hint at the unintended consequences of the gentleman's actions. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of redemption? 

A: The story does not offer a clear path to redemption for the gentleman, highlighting the complexity 

of his character. 



 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending in terms of the themes? 

A: The ending highlights the importance of empathy and understanding in bridging social class 

differences. 

 

Q: How does the story use literary devices to convey its themes? 

A: Literary devices such as symbolism, irony, and foreshadowing are used to convey the themes of 

the story. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's exploration of the human condition? 

A: The story highlights the complexities and flaws of human nature, particularly in relation to social 

class differences. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of moral ambiguity? 

A: The story critiques the gentleman's actions, highlighting the moral ambiguity of his behavior. 

 

Q: What is the role of the poor recipient in the story? 

A: The poor recipient serves as a foil to the gentleman, highlighting the class differences and social 

inequality. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to contemporary issues of social and economic inequality? 

A: The story remains relevant today, commenting on issues of social and economic inequality. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's use of understatement? 

A: Understatement is used to highlight the gentleman's lack of self-awareness and understanding. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of the power of small actions? 

A: The story highlights the unintended consequences of the gentleman's small actions. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending in terms of the gentleman's character? 

A: The ending highlights the gentleman's lack of growth or self-awareness. 

 

Q: How does the story use satire to critique social norms? 



 

 

A: Satire is used to critique the social norms and class differences that perpetuate inequality. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's exploration of the complexities of social relationships? 

A: The story highlights the complexities and nuances of relationships between people of different 

social classes. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of social status and prestige? 

A: The story critiques the social norms and class differences that perpetuate inequality. 

 

Q: What is the role of the narrator's tone in the story? 

A: The narrator's tone is objective and observational, providing a commentary on the events of the 

story. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to R.K. Narayan's other works, such as "The Bachelor of Arts"? 

A: The story shares similar themes and elements of social commentary found in "The Bachelor of 

Arts". 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's use of imagery? 

A: Imagery is used to create vivid descriptions of the characters and setting, highlighting the social 

class differences. 

 

Q: How does the story portray the theme of personal growth and development? 

A: The story critiques the gentleman's lack of personal growth and self-awareness. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending in terms of the themes? 

A: The ending highlights the importance of empathy and understanding in bridging social class 

differences. 

 

Q: How does the story use literary devices to convey its themes? 

A: Literary devices such as symbolism, irony, and imagery are used to convey the themes of the story. 

 

Q. Briefly analysis the Essay "A Gentleman's Gift" 

Or  



 

 

Write the theme of the Essat 

Or 

write the sumury of the Essay 

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the Essays 

Ans: This is a short story about the post-retirement life of Govind Singh, a ex-serviceman who now 

worked as a  gateman  for twenty-five years at Engladia’s. His job followed a simple daily routine of 

watching the staff headed by the General Manager enter and exit the office. When he realized that 

he could no longer perform his duties due to his senses dulling with age he chose to retire from the 

job with a pension. Over the course of his tenure at the job Govind Singh had come to deify the 

General Manager with his two brief encounters at the start and the end being the highlights of his 

working life. Again, Govind’s life had fallen into the steady humdrum of daily activity with the 

monthly ritual of collecting his pension from the office accountant being the high point of the month. 

One day, Govind Singh discovers his inner artist quite accidentally while mending a neighbourhood 

child’s doll.He became quite good at this clay model making and derived much joy and satisfaction 

from the admiring people. Govind now began a new routine of taking some little clay model gift for 

his former General Manager whom he adored so much.All was going well until one day he received a 

registered letter which filled him with an unusual dread as he equated registered letters with bearers 

of bad news. Afraid to open the letter he would go from person to person asking them to reveal the 

contents of it without opening it leading people to doubt his sanity. One day he approached a 

compounder who suggested to Govind Singh that an X-ray machine might be the solution to his 

problem and gave him the address of the local X-ray institute. When Govind  Singh asks the assistant 

at the institute to use the X-ray machine to reveal the contents of the letter, the assistant is 

concerned for Govind’s mental health and suggests he go home and rest, and return when he is 

well.This incident at the X-ray institute causes Govind to snap, and he starts believing that he is mad 

just as the people who look at him funny seem to believe.His erratic behaviour causes him to destroy 

his latest clay model at home and also vandalize the neighborhood streetlight by smashing the bulb 

with a stone.This causes the local police constable to take him into custody for causing a commotion, 

and on the way to the police station the office accountant recognizes Govind and the unopened 

letter in his hand. 

 

The accountant tells Govind Singh that in appreciation of his monthly clay gifts for the General 

Manager he had been awarded Rs. 100.The accountant also assures Govind Singh that he is not mad, 

and he should resume his clay model making hobby. However, the next time Govind Singh comes to 

collect his pension at the office, he tells the accountant that he no longer indulges in clay model 

making as it is “not an occupation for a sane man”. 

 

he would give him a military salute. He sincerely served the company for twenty five (25) years. Then 

he begged to be pensioned off. The company commended his service and gave him a pension of 

rupees twelve (12) a month for life. He lived peacefully; his wife also earned little money as a 

servant. Every month Singh went to the company and got the pension from the clerk. 



 

 

One day Singh made a new discovery about himself. A child brought him a doll for repair. He repaired 

it and started making dolls out of clay. This skill with which he made beautiful dolls made many 

people admire him. His models made a miniature reflection of the world. He showed his loyalty to 

the Sahib of the company by making a present of his handwork to him. 

 

One fine day Singh received a registered letter. He was afraid that this might be the news of stoppage 

of his pension. The letter worried him and drove him mad. One day the police arrested him for 

breaking streetlights. Even at that time he had not opened the letter. 

 

On the way to police station the accountant of the company met him by chance. He told Singh about 

the content of the letter. It was Sahib's commendation of his artistic models with a reward of rupees 

hundred. The accountant tore to open the letter and gave him the cheque. The accountant secured 

the release of Singh. There after Singh never made toys again. 

 

This story reveals the gateman as an unforgettable character. His simplicity and loyalty, his pride, his 

blameless career, his gift of making toys, his misfortune and his deliverance are brought out in this 

short story 

 

Conclusion: The writer R K Narayan through a short funny story teaches how fear affects normal 

human behaviour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 5 

CHAPTER – 1 

"The Cop and the Anthem" by O. Henry 

 

Q: Who is the main character of the story? 

A: Soapy, a homeless man. 

 

Q: What is Soapy's goal at the beginning of the story? 

A: To get arrested and spend the winter in jail. 

 

Q: Why does Soapy want to get arrested? 

A: To escape the cold winter and have a warm place to stay. 

 

Q: What is the role of the cop in the story? 

A: The cop is trying to arrest Soapy, but Soapy's efforts to get arrested are thwarted. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the anthem in the story? 

A: The anthem is a symbol of patriotism and respect, and Soapy's reaction to it reveals his softer side. 

 

Q: What is the twist at the end of the story? 

A: Soapy is overcome with emotion while listening to the anthem and decides not to get arrested. 

 

Q: What does the story say about the human condition? 

A: The story highlights the complexities of human nature and the contradictions between our desires 

and actions. 

 

Q: What is the author's message about the importance of dignity? 

A: The author suggests that dignity is important, and Soapy's reaction to the anthem reveals his own 

sense of dignity. 

 

Q: How does the story use irony? 



 

 

A: The story uses irony in that Soapy, who wants to get arrested, is unable to do so, while the cop is 

trying to arrest him. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story? 

A: The tone of the story is humorous, ironic, and poignant. 

 

Q: What is the setting of the story? 

A: The story takes place on a cold winter evening in New York City. 

 

Q: How does Soapy's character change throughout the story? 

A: Soapy's character changes from a carefree and cynical homeless man to someone who is touched 

by the anthem and decides not to get arrested. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the cold winter evening? 

A: The cold winter evening symbolizes the harsh realities of life and the difficulties faced by the 

homeless. 

 

Q: How does the author use foreshadowing in the story? 

A: The author uses foreshadowing when Soapy hears the anthem and is moved by it, hinting at his 

change of heart. 

 

Q: What is the theme of the story? 

A: The theme of the story is the complexity of human nature and the power of art and patriotism to 

transform people. 

 

Q: How does the story critique societal norms? 

A: The story critiques societal norms by highlighting the struggles of the homeless and the arbitrary 

nature of law enforcement. 

 

Q: What is the significance of Soapy's name? 

A: Soapy's name is significant because it is a nickname that reflects his homeless status and his 

struggles to survive. 

 



 

 

Q: How does the author use humor in the story? 

A: The author uses humor in the story through Soapy's antics and his failed attempts to get arrested. 

 

Q: What is the message of the story about redemption? 

A: The story suggests that redemption is possible, even for someone like Soapy who has hit rock 

bottom. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of identity? 

A: The story explores the theme of identity through Soapy's struggles to define himself and find his 

place in society. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the anthem's lyrics? 

A: The anthem's lyrics are significant because they evoke a sense of patriotism and nostalgia in 

Soapy, highlighting his emotional vulnerability. 

 

Q: How does the author use symbolism in the story? 

A: The author uses symbolism through the anthem, the cold winter evening, and Soapy's ragged 

clothes to convey themes and emotions. 

 

Q: What is the author's commentary on social class? 

A: The author comments on social class by highlighting the struggles of the homeless and the 

arbitrary nature of law enforcement. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of loneliness? 

A: The story explores the theme of loneliness through Soapy's isolation and disconnection from 

society. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the cop's character? 

A: The cop's character is significant because he represents the authority and societal norms that 

Soapy is trying to navigate. 

 

Q: How does the author use irony in the story's ending? 

A: The author uses irony in the story's ending by having Soapy, who wanted to get arrested, decide 

not to get arrested after being moved by the anthem. 



 

 

Q: What is the story's message about the power of art? 

A: The story suggests that art, in this case the anthem, has the power to transform and move people. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of personal growth? 

A: The story explores the theme of personal growth through Soapy's transformation from a cynical 

homeless man to someone who is touched by the anthem. 

 

Q: What is the author's use of language like in the story? 

A: The author's use of language is descriptive, witty, and engaging, with a touch of sarcasm. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to the social issues of the time? 

A: The story relates to the social issues of poverty, homelessness, and police brutality during the 

early 20th century. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's title? 

A: The title "The Cop and the Anthem" highlights the two main elements of the story: the cop who is 

trying to arrest Soapy, and the anthem that changes Soapy's heart. 

 

Q: How does the author use characterization in the story? 

A: The author uses characterization to create a vivid and memorable portrait of Soapy, highlighting 

his flaws and vulnerabilities. 

 

Q: What is the story's message about the importance of human connection? 

A: The story suggests that human connection is essential for personal growth and transformation, as 

seen in Soapy's reaction to the anthem. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of redemption through art? 

A: The story explores the theme of redemption through art by showing how the anthem has a 

transformative effect on Soapy. 

 

Q: What is the author's commentary on the justice system? 

A: The author comments on the justice system by highlighting its arbitrariness and the ways in which 

it can fail to address the root causes of social problems. 



 

 

Q: How does the story relate to O. Henry's other works? 

A: The story relates to O. Henry's other works in its use of wit, irony, and surprise endings to explore 

themes of social justice and personal transformation. 

 

Q: What is the author's use of symbolism in the story? 

A: The author uses symbolism through the anthem, the cop, and the winter evening to convey 

themes of redemption, authority, and isolation. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of social isolation? 

A: The story explores the theme of social isolation through Soapy's loneliness and disconnection 

from society. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's ending? 

A: The story's ending is significant because it highlights Soapy's transformation and newfound sense 

of purpose. 

 

Q: How does the author use foreshadowing in the story? 

A: The author uses foreshadowing through Soapy's reactions to the anthem, hinting at his eventual 

transformation. 

 

Q: What is the story's message about the power of music? 

A: The story suggests that music has the power to transform and uplift people, as seen in Soapy's 

reaction to the anthem. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to the concept of personal identity? 

A: The story relates to the concept of personal identity through Soapy's struggles to define himself 

and find his place in society. 

 

Q: What is the author's commentary on the human condition? 

A: The author comments on the human condition by highlighting the complexities and vulnerabilities 

of human nature. 

 

Q: How does the story explore the theme of hope and redemption? 



 

 

A: The story explores the theme of hope and redemption through Soapy's transformation and 

newfound sense of purpose. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the story's title in relation to its themes? 

A: The title "The Cop and the Anthem" highlights the two main elements of the story that drive its 

themes of redemption, authority, and personal transformation. 

 

Q. Briefly analysis the Essay the Cop Anthem 

Or  

Write the theme of the Essay 

Or 

write the sumury of the Essay 

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the Essays 

Ans: The Cop and the Anthem" is a short story written by O. Henry. The story was about a homeless 

man named Soapy. Soapy was staying at a park in Madison Square. As the winter approached, Soapy 

thought of finding a better place to stay. Soapy desired to get three months of food and stay on 

Blackwell's Island. So, he thought of different plans to get caught by the policeman. 

 

Soapy's first plan was to have a delicious dinner at a high-class restaurant and then say that he had 

no money. With this plan in mind, Soapy came to a restaurant where only the wealthy people came 

every evening. Unfortunately, the head waiter noticed Soapy's shattered shoes and sent him out. As 

a result, his first attempt failed. 

 

Then Soapy left Broadway. Soapy noticed a shop on the corner of Sixth Avenue. He thought of 

executing his second plan. So he took a cobblestone and threw it at the glass door. People came 

rushing, and a cop was the first one to arrive. He inquired who had done that. Soapy voluntarily 

came forward and confessed that he had broken the glass. But the policeman refused to arrest 

because those who commit wrong would not surrender in front of the cops. Finally, his second 

attempt also got failed. 

 

Later, Soapy saw an ordinary restaurant across the street. He thought of executing his third plan. So 

he entered the restaurant, but no one was bothered about his broken shoes and torn clothes. He 

ordered food and ate well. Finally, he told the waiter he had no money to pay the bill. Two of the 

waiters threw him out of the restaurant. He had failed in his third attempt. 

Soapy made his fourth plan by pretending to be a drunkard. But, unfortunately, the cop 

misunderstood Soapy as a college boy, and hence he left him. 



 

 

Later, Soapy saw an umbrella man buying a newspaper. He then thought of executing his fifth plan. 

Soapy took the umbrella and strolled from there. The umbrella man followed him and said to Soapy 

that it was his umbrella. But Soapy refused to give the umbrella and told him to call a cop. However, 

the man refused to call the cop because the umbrella did not belong to him. Later Soapy felt sad and 

dejected because all his attempts had failed. 

 

Finally, Soapy thought of returning to the park. At that time, he saw an old church, and it was his 

childhood home. Soapy heard a "Sabbath anthem" coming out through the window. The anthem had 

made a remarkable transformation in his life. The anthem made him recall his past life. At that 

moment, Soapy decided to fight against the challenges of life. Most noteworthy, Soapy decided to 

find work from the very next day. Just then, a cop came there, and he asked Soapy what he was 

doing there. Soapy then began to argue with him. However, the cop took him in front of the judge 

the next morning. The judge gave him three months of prison on Blackwell's Island. 

 

CHAPTER – 2 

"The Imp and the Peasant's Bread" by Leo Tolstoy: 

 

Q: Who is the main character of the story? 

A: The main character is a poor peasant who is struggling to survive. 

 

Q: What is the role of the imp in the story? 

A: The imp is a mischievous spirit who tries to tempt the peasant into giving him his last loaf of 

bread. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the peasant's bread? 

A: The bread represents the peasant's last possession and his means of survival. 

 

Q: How does the peasant respond to the imp's temptation? 

A: The peasant resists the imp's temptation and refuses to give him the bread. 

 

Q: What is the imp's punishment for trying to tempt the peasant? 

A: The imp is punished by being forced to carry a heavy load of bread. 

 

Q: What is the moral lesson of the story? 

A: The moral lesson is that one should be content with what they have and not be tempted by evil. 



 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of self-control? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of self-control through the peasant's ability to resist the imp's 

temptation. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the imp in the story? 

A: The imp represents temptation and evil, while the peasant represents goodness and self-control. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to Tolstoy's views on morality? 

A: The story relates to Tolstoy's views on morality by emphasizing the importance of self-control, 

kindness, and generosity. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story? 

A: The tone of the story is moralistic and cautionary, with a hint of humor. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the peasant's kindness to the imp? 

A: The peasant's kindness to the imp shows that he is a good and compassionate person. 

 

Q: How does the imp's character change throughout the story? 

A: The imp's character changes from being mischievous and tempting to being punished and 

humbled. 

 

Q: What is the role of fate in the story? 

A: Fate plays a role in the story as the imp's punishment is determined by his own actions. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of karma? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of karma as the imp's bad actions lead to his punishment. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the bread in the story? 

A: The bread symbolizes the peasant's hard work and self-sufficiency. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to Tolstoy's views on the importance of living a simple life? 



 

 

A: The story relates to Tolstoy's views on the importance of living a simple life by highlighting the 

peasant's contentment with his simple life. 

 

Q: What is the message of the story about the dangers of temptation? 

A: The message of the story is that temptation can lead to trouble and punishment, and that it is best 

to resist temptation. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of personal responsibility? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of personal responsibility as the imp is held accountable for his 

actions. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story's ending? 

A: The tone of the story's ending is one of justice and moral satisfaction. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of cause and effect? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of cause and effect as the imp's actions lead to his punishment. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the peasant's forgiveness of the imp? 

A: The peasant's forgiveness of the imp shows that he is a kind and compassionate person. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to Tolstoy's views on the importance of forgiveness? 

A: The story relates to Tolstoy's views on the importance of forgiveness by highlighting the peasant's 

forgiveness of the imp. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the imp's punishment? 

A: The imp's punishment symbolizes the consequences of bad behavior. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of justice? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of justice as the imp is punished for his bad behavior. 

 

Q: What is the message of the story about the importance of kindness? 

A: The message of the story is that kindness is an important virtue that can lead to positive 

consequences. 



 

 

Q: How does the story relate to Tolstoy's views on the importance of living a moral life? 

A: The story relates to Tolstoy's views on the importance of living a moral life by highlighting the 

peasant's moral behaviour. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story's moral lesson? 

A: The tone of the story's moral lesson is one of seriousness and importance. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of moral growth? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of moral growth as the imp learns from his punishment and 

becomes a better being. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the peasant's simple life? 

A: The peasant's simple life symbolizes a life of contentment, hard work, and moral virtue. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of humility? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of humility through the peasant's humble and kind nature. 

 

Q: What is the role of luck in the story? 

A: Luck plays a role in the story as the imp's punishment is determined by chance. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to Tolstoy's views on the importance of living in the present? 

A: The story relates to Tolstoy's views on the importance of living in the present by highlighting the 

peasant's focus on his daily life. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the bread in relation to the peasant's life? 

A: The bread symbolizes the peasant's hard work, self-sufficiency, and simple pleasures. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of gratitude? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of gratitude through the peasant's appreciation for his simple life 

and the bread he has. 

 

Q: What is the message of the story about the importance of self-reflection? 



 

 

A: The message of the story is that self-reflection is important for personal growth and moral 

development. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to Tolstoy's views on the importance of spiritual growth? 

A: The story relates to Tolstoy's views on the importance of spiritual growth by highlighting the 

peasant's spiritual and moral development. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story's ending? 

A: The tone of the story's ending is one of peace, contentment, and moral satisfaction. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of moral integrity? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of moral integrity through the peasant's refusal to give in to the 

imp's temptation. 

 

Q: What is the significance of the imp's transformation? 

A: The imp's transformation symbolizes the possibility of change and redemption through moral 

growth. 

 

Q: How does the story relate to Tolstoy's views on the importance of compassion? 

A: The story relates to Tolstoy's views on the importance of compassion by highlighting the peasant's 

kindness and forgiveness towards the imp. 

 

Q: What is the symbolism of the peasant's home? 

A: The peasant's home symbolizes a place of warmth, comfort, and moral safety. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of moral responsibility? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of moral responsibility through the peasant's actions and 

decisions. 

 

Q: What is the message of the story about the importance of honesty? 

A: The message of the story is that honesty is an important virtue that can lead to positive 

consequences. 

 



 

 

Q: How does the story relate to Tolstoy's views on the importance of living a virtuous life? 

A: The story relates to Tolstoy's views on the importance of living a virtuous life by highlighting the 

peasant's moral behaviour and decisions. 

 

Q: What is the tone of the story's moral lesson? 

A: The tone of the story's moral lesson is one of seriousness, importance, and moral urgency. 

 

Q: How does the story illustrate the concept of moral wisdom? 

A: The story illustrates the concept of moral wisdom through the peasant's wise and compassionate 

decisions. 

 

Q. Briefly analysis the Essay the Imp and the Peasant's Bread 

Or  

Write the theme of the Essay 

Or 

write the summary of the Essay 

Or  

Discuss the main idea or central idea of the Essays 

Ans:- One day early morning, a poor peasant went to plow his field and took his breakfast with him, 

he put his coat around the breakfast and hid it under a bush, and started his work. After a while 

when he felt hungry, he went to the bush to have his breakfast but his breakfast was missing. The 

peasant searched for it but it was nowhere to be found. The peasant was confused as he saw no one 

there but someone must have stolen it. It was an imp who stole his breakfast while the peasant was 

plowing. The imp was sitting behind the bush, he wanted to hear the peasant swear. He was waiting 

to see him call on the name of the Devil. 

 

But the peasant didn’t swear at anybody. He only said, “After all, I shall not die of hunger! No doubt, 

whoever took the bread, needed it. May it do him good.” The peasant went to the well, drank some 

water, and began plowing again. 

 

The imp went back to the Devil, his master, and reported what had happened. The Devil grew angry 

with the imp and blamed him for not being able to do his job properly. He further said that if the imp 

did not get the better of that peasant within three years, he would be thrown into the holy water. 

The imp was so frightened that he hurried back to the earth. He wanted to make up for his failure. 

He thought of a plan to get the better of the poor peasant. The imp changed himself into a working 

man and went to work with the poor peasant. The first year, he advised the peasant to sow corn in a 

low-lying damp place and the peasant took the imp’s advice. 



 

 

It happened to be a very dry year. The hot sun burnt up the crops of the other peasants but the poor 

peasant had a very good crop. He had enough for his needs and much to spare. The next year, the 

imp advised the peasant to sow on the hill. Again, the peasant accepted the imp’s advice, and this 

year, it rained very heavily. The crops of the other peasants were beaten down but the peasant’s crop 

on the hill was a fine one. Now he had even more grain to spare. He did not know what to do with it 

all. The imp asked the peasant to make vodka from it. He showed the peasant how he could make 

vodka from the grain. The peasant made vodka and began to drink it. 

 

Then the imp reported to the Devil about his success. The Devil said that he would himself go to the 

earth and see it. When the Devil went to the peasant’s house, he saw that the peasant had invited 

his wealthy friends and his wife was offering the drink to the guests. But as she took it round, she fell 

against a table. A glassful of vodka splashed onto the floor and the peasant shouted angrily at his 

wife. 

 

The imp was happy that the information he gave to the master was correct and he saw it himself. 

Just then, a poor peasant came there, he was on his way from work and was feeling very thirsty. 

Though he had not been invited, he hoped that he too would be given some vodka. But the host 

didn’t offer him any rather he said dryly, “I cannot find a drink for everyone who comes here.” This 

pleased the Devil even more. The Devil saw that the peasant and his friends were drinking and telling 

nice lies about each other. They had another glass and started behaving like foxes, trying to please 

each other. 

 

 As they had more drinks, their talk became rougher and wilder. Soon they started fighting like 

wolves. They hit one another on the nose. The peasant also joined them. After taking another glass 

each, they started behaving like pigs. They made strange noises. When the guests started leaving, the 

host went out to bid them goodbye. He fell down on his nose in the mud, he lay there making noises 

like a pig. 

 

The Devil was very pleased with the imp. He thought that in preparing vodka, the imp first added to 

it the blood of foxes, then of wolves, and lastly of pigs. That was why first the peasants behaved like 

foxes, then like wolves, and in the end like pigs but the imp told the Devil that he had not done any 

such thing. He had only made certain that the peasant had more grains than he needed. When a 

man has more than he needs, the blood of wild animals automatically springs up in man. The Devil 

was so pleased with the imp that he gave him a position of high honor. 

 

The story very well depicts the nature of humans. The poor man was satisfied with what he had but, 

when he got more than what he needed, he started finding ways of getting pleasure out of the 

excess. The story also brings out the light the ill effects of alcohol. The poor man was good and gentle 

but was turned into a beast because of alcohol. 
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