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ABOUT CAREER STUDY:

Career Study is a forward-thinking educational platform designed to empower students across
India, with a special focus on the Northeast region. Recognized as a "' Startup"
under the Assam Startup Policy 2016 by the Government of Assam and
officially registered under the MSME, Government of India.

At Career Study, we believe in creating opportunities, fostering growth, and
... | 1nspiring success—one student at a time.

ABOUT THE FOUNDER:

Probir Modak, the founder of Career Study, is an educator and entrepreneur
from Silcoorie Camp and currently residing in Silchar, Kathal Road, Probir
brings over 8 years of teaching experience and a deep passion for empowering
students. His journey began at Assam University, Silchar.

Probir’s achievements are deeply rooted in the unwavering support of his family,
especially his mother (MAA), whose encouragement and guidance have been
pivotal in his journey. Armed with a Master’s degree in Economics from Assam University,
Silchar.

SUPPORT US:

PLAY STORE — CAREER STUDY
YOUTUBE - CAREER STUDY
FACEBOOK - CAREER STUDY
WHATSAPP — CAREER STUDY

LEARN. GROW. SUCCEED.
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EDU-DSM-151
INTRODUCTION TO EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

Credit: 3, Contact Hours: 45

Full Marks = 100 [ESE: 70, CCA: 30]

UNIT-1: PHILOSOPHY AND EDUCATION
- Philosophy of Education - Meaning, Nature, Scope and Functions

- Philosophy and Education —Relationship and Importance of Philosophy of Education

UNIT-2: INDIAN SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHY
- A brief outline of Indian and western school of Philosophy of Education

- Implication of Samkshya,Vedanta, Budhhism,Jainism, and Yoga Philosophy in Education with
reference to Aims of Education, Curriculum, Methods of Teaching and Discipline

UNIT-3 WESTERN SCHOOLS OF PHILOSOPHY
- Educational Thought and Practices in Ancient Greece (Athens and Sparta) and Rome
- Aims and Features

- Idealism, realism, naturalism, pragmatism, and Its Educational Implicationin Aims, Curricula,
Method of Teaching, and Discipline

UNIT-4: EDUCATIONAL THOUGHTS OF INDIAN PHILOSOPHERS
- Tagore

- Gandhi

- Aurobindo

-Krishnamurthy

(A Brief Study of the Thoughts of the Above Indian Thinkers in Relation to Aims of Education,
Curriculum, Teaching Methods, Teacher and Discipline)

UNIT-5: EDUCATIONAL THOUGHTS OF WESTERN PHILOSOPHERS
- Plato

- Rousseau

- John Dewey

- Frobel

(A Brief Study of the Thoughts of the Above Western Thinkers in Relation to Aims of Education,
Curriculum, Teaching Methods, Teacher and Discipline)
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ONE MARK:

UNIT -1

Q: What is the meaning of philosophy?
A: Philosophy means the love of wisdom or pursuit of knowledge.

Q: What is educational philosophy?
A: Educational philosophy studies the purpose, process, and nature of education.

Q: Write one scope of educational philosophy.
A: It guides curriculum development and teaching methods.

Q: What is the nature of educational philosophy?
A: It is normative, reflective, and analytical in nature.

Q: How is philosophy related to education?
A: Philosophy provides a foundation and direction to education.

Q: Name one function of educational philosophy.
A: One function is to define educational aims and objectives.

Q: What is the origin of the word 'Philosophy'?
A: It comes from the Greek words "Philo" (love) and "Sophia" (wisdom).

Q: Write one importance of philosophy in education.
A: It helps to form a clear vision of educational goals.

Q: Who is known as the father of idealism in philosophy?
A: Plato.

Q: What does educational philosophy reflect?
A: It reflects the values and beliefs of a society.

Q: Mention one area covered by the scope of educational philosophy.
A: It covers teacher-student relationships.

Q: Give one example of how philosophy influences education.
A: Philosophy decides what knowledge is worth teaching.

Q: Write one characteristic of philosophy.
A: It is logical and critical in nature.

Q: What is the role of philosophy in selecting teaching methods?
A: It helps in choosing methods that match educational goals.

Q: What does philosophy analyze in education?
A: It analyzes the meaning and value of education.

Q: Mention one branch of philosophy related to education.
A: Epistemology (theory of knowledge).

Q: What is one outcome of studying educational philosophy?
A: It develops critical and reflective thinking in teachers.
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Q: Name a famous Indian philosopher in education.
A: Swami Vivekananda.

Q: Which philosophy focuses on real-life experiences in education?
A: Pragmatism.

Q: What does philosophy provide to the education system?
A: A strong theoretical foundation.

TWO MARK:

1. Q: Whatis the literal meaning of philosophy?
A: The word "philosophy" comes from the Greek words "Philo" meaning love and "Sophia"
meaning wisdom. So, philosophy means the love of wisdom or knowledge.

2. Q: Define philosophy in your own words.
A: Philosophy is a way of thinking deeply about life, knowledge, values, reality, and the
universe. It helps us understand the meaning and purpose of life.

3. Q: What is the meaning of educational philosophy?
A: Educational philosophy is the study of the purpose, process, and ideal form of education.
It discusses how education should be given and what its goals should be.

4. Q: Mention any two functions of educational philosophy.
A: Educational philosophy helps in deciding the aims of education and guides teachers in
choosing suitable teaching methods.

5. Q: Whatis the scope of educational philosophy?
A: The scope of educational philosophy includes curriculum development, teaching methods,
educational aims, discipline, and teacher-student relationships.

6. Q:How is education influenced by philosophy?
A: Philosophy shapes education by setting goals, guiding the curriculum, and determining
what values should be taught in schools.

7. Q:Whatis the relationship between philosophy and education?
A: Philosophy and education are closely related. Philosophy provides the foundation, while
education is the practical form of applying philosophical ideas.

8. Q: Why is educational philosophy important for teachers?
A: It helps teachers understand the purpose of education, how to teach, and what values to
promote in the classroom.

9. Q: What does the nature of philosophy mean?
A: The nature of philosophy means that it is reflective, analytical, logical, and deals with
fundamental truths of life and knowledge.

10. Q: How does philosophy help in curriculum design?
A: Philosophy helps to select meaningful and valuable content for students and aligns the
curriculum with educational aims.
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11. Q: What is the role of philosophy in deciding educational aims?
A: Philosophy defines what kind of person education should produce. It sets long-term goals
for the development of individuals and society.

12. Q: What is the analytical function of philosophy?
A: It means examining and evaluating concepts, beliefs, and educational practices to find
truth and meaning.

13. Q: What is the normative function of philosophy in education?
A: It sets the norms, values, and ideals that education should follow to build a better society.

14. Q: How does philosophy help in value education?
A: Philosophy teaches moral and ethical values, which are important for students to become
good human beings.

15. Q: What is the aim of studying educational philosophy?
A: The aim is to develop understanding about the nature of education and guide learners
toward wisdom and ethical living.

16. Q: What is meant by a reflective approach in philosophy?
A: A reflective approach means thinking deeply and critically about issues, experiences, and
beliefs to gain clarity.

17. Q: Mention any two branches of philosophy relevant to education.
A: Epistemology (knowledge) and Axiology (values and ethics) are important branches of
philosophy that affect education.

18. Q: How does epistemology influence education?
A: Epistemology deals with knowledge and learning. It helps in deciding what knowledge is
worth teaching.

19. Q: What is the role of axiology in education?
A: Axiology helps in value education. It teaches students to respect others, be honest, and
live ethically.

20. Q: How does philosophy help in understanding the learner?
A: Philosophy promotes holistic development, focusing on the emotional, moral, physical,
and intellectual growth of learners.

21. Q: How does philosophy affect teacher behavior?
A: Philosophy helps teachers develop patience, understanding, and a clear vision of their role
in student development.

22. Q: What is metaphysics in educational philosophy?
A: Metaphysics deals with the nature of reality. In education, it helps understand the true
purpose of life and learning.

23. Q: How is philosophy different from education?
A: Philosophy is the theory or foundation, while education is the practical process of
implementing those theories.

24. Q: What is meant by the philosophical foundation of education?
A: It means that all educational decisions—like aims, methods, and content—should be
based on sound philosophical thinking.
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25. Q: How can philosophy guide the evaluation system in education?
A: Philosophy suggests fair and meaningful ways to assess student progress and encourages
continuous learning over rote testing.

26. Q: What is the importance of philosophy in modern education?
A: It helps adapt education to changing social values, new knowledge, and the needs of a
democratic and global society.

27. Q: Name two Indian philosophers who influenced education.
A: Swami Vivekananda and Mahatma Gandhi are two Indian thinkers who gave valuable
ideas on education.

28. Q: What is the role of philosophy in lifelong learning?
A: Philosophy promotes the habit of thinking, questioning, and learning throughout life,
which is essential in today's world.

29. Q: How does education serve as an instrument of social change through philosophy?
A: Philosophy guides education to promote justice, equality, and social harmony, bringing
positive change in society.

30. Q: How does the philosophical approach help in solving educational problems?
A: It helps in analyzing problems deeply and finding meaningful, value-based solutions for
long-term success.

BOARD ANSWER:

Q1. Define Philosophy. Discuss the Meaning, Nature, and Scope of Educational Philosophy.

Introduction

Philosophy is a deep and systematic way of thinking about life, reality, knowledge, and values. It
helps us understand the world and our role in it. When applied to education, philosophy becomes a
guiding light that shapes how and why we teach. Educational philosophy provides direction to the
aims, curriculum, methods, and overall purpose of education.

Meaning of Philosophy
The word Philosophy is derived from two Greek words:
e "Philo" means love

e "Sophia" means wisdom
So, philosophy means “love of wisdom.”

Philosophy is the study of general and fundamental questions related to life, existence, knowledge,
values, reason, and human behavior. It helps people understand the purpose of life and how to live it
meaningfully.
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Meaning of Educational Philosophy

Educational Philosophy refers to the application of philosophical ideas in the field of education. It is
a branch of philosophy that deals with the nature and purpose of education. It answers important
guestions such as:

e Whatis the aim of education?
e What should be taught?
¢ How should students be taught?

In simple words, educational philosophy is a guide for teachers, learners, and education systems to
make teaching and learning more meaningful and valuable.

Nature of Educational Philosophy
The nature of educational philosophy can be explained as follows:

1. Philosophical Base of Education:
Educational philosophy provides the foundation for all educational activities. Every decision
in education—such as curriculum design, teaching methods, and learning goals—is based on
a philosophical viewpoint.

2. Practical and Theoretical:
It includes both practical (how to teach, what to teach) and theoretical (why to teach)
aspects. This balance makes education both effective and meaningful.

3. Dynamic in Nature:
Educational philosophy changes with time, society, and culture. What was important 100
years ago may not be relevant today. Thus, it keeps evolving.

4. Problem-Solving Nature:
Educational philosophy helps in solving educational problems by analyzing them deeply. It
provides logical and moral solutions.

5. Interdisciplinary Approach:
Educational philosophy is linked with sociology, psychology, politics, and economics. It helps
education connect with real-life situations.

Scope of Educational Philosophy
The scope of educational philosophy is wide and includes the following areas:

1. Aims of Education:
It decides what should be the purpose of education—whether it is for personal growth,
social service, employment, or moral development.

2. Curriculum:
Educational philosophy helps in choosing subjects, topics, and activities that match the goals
of education.
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3. Teaching Methods:
It suggests how teaching should take place—whether through discussion, lecture, project
work, or activity-based methods.

4. Role of Teacher:
It defines the teacher’s role—not just as a knowledge giver, but as a guide, motivator, and
moral leader.

5. Discipline:
Educational philosophy guides how discipline should be maintained in class—with love,
understanding, or strict rules.

6. Student Development:
It focuses on the all-round development of students—mental, emotional, moral, and
physical.

7. Evaluation and Assessment:
It decides how students should be tested—only through exams or through projects,
behavior, and creativity.

8. Educational Institutions:
It helps in building the values and culture of schools and colleges.

Importance of Educational Philosophy

1. Gives Direction to Education:
Without philosophy, education-becomes aimless. Educational philosophy sets clear goals.

2. Helps in Curriculum Development:
It helps in choosing the right subjects and learning materials.

3. Improves Teaching Methods:
Different philosophies suggest different methods. For example, pragmatism supports
learning by doing, while idealism supports teaching through moral values.

4. Makes Education Meaningful:
It links education with life. It helps students understand the value of what they are learning.

5. Helps in Solving Educational Problems:
Educational philosophy offers solutions to classroom and system-level issues.

6. Builds the Personality of Learners:
It develops thinking, creativity, and moral values among students.

Q2. Explain the relationship between Philosophy and Education with suitable examples.

Introduction

Philosophy and education are two deeply connected fields. They influence each other and grow
together. Philosophy is the foundation of education, and education is the practical form of
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philosophy. Philosophy provides the vision, and education is the tool to bring that vision to life. To
understand this relationship better, we must first know the meaning of both terms.

Meaning of Philosophy

The word philosophy comes from the Greek words "Philo" (love) and "Sophia" (wisdom), meaning
"love of wisdom". Philosophy helps us ask deep questions about life, the universe, truth, values, and
human nature. It is the art of thinking and reasoning in a systematic and logical way. A philosopher
tries to find answers to questions such as:

e Whatis the purpose of life?
e Whatis truth?

e Whatis good or bad?

Meaning of Education

Education is the process of learning, gaining knowledge, developing skills, and shaping behavior. It
helps individuals grow mentally, emotionally, socially, and morally. Education is not only about
reading books or passing exams; it is about becoming a good human being who can live a meaningful
and productive life in society.

Relationship Between Philosophy and Education

The relationship between philosophy and education is like that of a soul and body, or roots and tree.
The following points explain this relationship:

1. Philosophy Provides Aims of Education

Philosophy helps in setting goals or aims for education. Every education system is based on a
particular philosophy. For example:

e Idealism focuses on moral and spiritual values. So, its aim of education is character
development.

e Pragmatism believes in learning by doing. So, its aim of education is preparing students for
real-life experiences.

Thus, philosophy guides education in deciding why we educate people.

2. Education is the Practical Side of Philosophy

Philosophy deals with ideas, while education brings those ideas into action. If philosophy is the
theory, then education is the practice. For example:

e If a philosophy says “children learn better through experiences,” education will design
activities, projects, and field trips.
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This shows that education helps to apply the ideas of philosophy in the real world.

3. Philosophy Guides the Curriculum

The curriculum of any school or college reflects its philosophical beliefs. Different philosophies
suggest different subjects and teaching methods. For example:

e Naturalism says nature is the best teacher, so its curriculum focuses on science and
observation.

e Idealism promotes literature, moral education, and spiritual subjects.

Hence, the philosophy of a nation or school decides what to teach.

4. Philosophy Decides the Teaching Methods
Different philosophies give importance to different ways of teaching.
e Realism prefers demonstration and experiments.
e Existentialism supports free thinking and open discussions.
e Pragmatism encourages group work, learning by doing, and practical knowledge.

Thus, philosophy shapes the how to teach part of education.

5. Philosophy Shapes the Role of the Teacher

According to different philosophies, the role of the teacher also changes.
e Inidealism, the teacher is a moral guide and role model.
e In naturalism, the teacher is a silent observer.
e In pragmatism, the teacher is a facilitator and friend.

This shows that the teacher’s responsibility is deeply influenced by philosophy.

6. Philosophy Builds Educational Values and Discipline

Philosophy also teaches the values that education should promote, such as honesty, discipline,
respect, and freedom. It decides how discipline should be maintained in class.

e Some philosophies promote strict discipline.
e Others focus on self-control and freedom.

In both cases, the rules of behavior in education come from philosophical thoughts.

Examples of Philosophy and Education Working Together
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1. Mahatma Gandhi’s Philosophy and Education:
Gandhiji’s educational philosophy was “Nai Talim” (Basic Education). He believed in learning
by doing, self-reliance, and moral development. He included spinning, gardening, and
craftwork in schools.

2. Rabindranath Tagore’s Philosophy:
Tagore believed in freedom, creativity, and learning from nature. His school Santiniketan was
based on this idea. Education happened in the lap of nature, through music, art, and open
discussion.

These examples show how philosophy gives a shape and soul to education.

Importance of the Relationship

The connection between philosophy and education is important because:
e It gives clarity to educational aims.
e It helps in designing a balanced curriculum.
e It makes teachers aware of their duties and roles.

e It helps students develop a complete personality—intellectual, emotional, social, and moral.
Q3. What are the major functions of Philosophy in the field of education?

Introduction

Philosophy plays a very important role in education. It gives direction, meaning, and a proper
structure to the whole education system. The word ‘philosophy’ means love for wisdom, and in
education, it acts like a guiding light. Without philosophy, education would not have a clear aim or
method. It helps teachers, students, and education planners to understand what should be taught,
how it should be taught, and why it should be taught.

Philosophy does not just stay in books—it enters classrooms, schools, and teaching practices. Let’s
understand the major functions of philosophy in the field of education.

1. Provides Aims and Objectives of Education

The first and most important function of philosophy in education is to decide its aims and objectives.
Different philosophers have different views on what education should achieve.

e Idealism believes in spiritual development and moral values.
e Naturalism focuses on individual freedom and learning from nature.
e Pragmatism encourages problem-solving and learning by doing.

For example, in Indian philosophy, education aims at self-realization, while Western philosophies may
focus more on individualism or scientific thinking.
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Thus, philosophy gives education a purpose and answers the question: Why should we educate?

2. Designs Curriculum

Philosophy helps in developing and designing the curriculum for schools and colleges. The content
of education depends on the values and beliefs of a particular philosophy.

o If a philosophy gives importance to science and technology, those subjects will be given
priority in the curriculum.

e If a philosophy gives importance to moral and spiritual development, subjects like ethics,
religion, and literature will be included.

For example, in Gandhiji’s Basic Education (Nai Talim), craftwork and vocational skills were included
in the curriculum because of his belief in self-reliance and dignity of labor.

Hence, philosophy guides what should be taught.

3. Suggests Teaching Methods

Philosophy also influences the methods of teaching. Different philosophical schools suggest different
ways to teach students.

e Idealism prefers lectures, storytelling, and discussion.

e Realism promotes observation and experimentation.

e Pragmatism encourages activity-based and problem-solving methods.
e Existentialism supports student freedom and self-learning.

So, the way a teacher teaches in class is mostly based on some philosophical idea. Philosophy helps
in answering the question: How should we teach?

4. Guides the Role of the Teacher

Philosophy shapes the role and responsibilities of a teacher. The image of the teacher changes
depending on the philosophical approach.

e Inldealism, the teacher is a role model and moral guide.
e In Naturalism, the teacher is a friendly guide, not someone who forces learning.
e In Pragmatism, the teacher is a facilitator who helps students solve problems.

Thus, philosophy defines who a teacher is and how they should behave and interact with students.

5. Helps in Character Formation and Discipline

Another important function of philosophy is to focus on character formation, discipline, and moral

development. It helps students become good human beings.
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e Philosophy teaches values like honesty, kindness, cooperation, respect, and responsibility.
e |t helps in forming rules for behavior and discipline in school.

For example, the philosophy of Buddhism teaches peace, compassion, and non-violence which can
be applied in schools to create a peaceful learning environment.

Thus, philosophy helps education to promote values and ethical behavior.

6. Brings Unity and Direction in Education

Philosophy helps in bringing unity and consistency in the education system. It prevents education
from becoming a collection of random subjects and topics. It gives direction and structure so that
every part of education works together for a clear goal.

For example:

e The aim, curriculum, teaching method, discipline, and evaluation—all can be planned
according to a certain philosophy like constructivism or humanism.

In this way, philosophy makes education more systematic and meaningful.

7. Promotes Critical Thinking and Reflection

Philosophy encourages critical thinking, questioning, and reflection—skills that are very important in
education. It teaches students not to blindly accept information but to think deeply about it.

e Students learn to ask why, how, and-what if questions.
e They are motivated to explore and understand different perspectives.

For example, Socratic questioning is a method used in philosophy to help learners think logically and
come to their own conclusions.

So, philosophy trains both teachers and students to become lifelong learners and thinkers.

8. Supports Inclusive and Holistic Education

Modern philosophies promote inclusive education, where all children—regardless of abilities, caste,
gender, or background—get equal learning opportunities.

e Philosophies like humanism and existentialism talk about respecting every individual.
e This encourages schools to support children with special needs and diverse learning styles.

Hence, philosophy supports education that is fair, just, and holistic.

Q4. How does Educational Philosophy help in shaping curriculum, teaching methods, and
discipline?
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Introduction

Educational philosophy is the heart of education. It gives direction, purpose, and structure to the
teaching-learning process. It answers some of the most important questions in education: What
should be taught? How should it be taught? How should students be guided and disciplined?
Educational philosophy helps in shaping three main areas of education: curriculum, teaching
methods, and discipline. Without a strong philosophical base, education becomes aimless and
disorganized.

Let’s now understand how educational philosophy influences each of these areas.

1. Role of Educational Philosophy in Curriculum Formation

The curriculum is the total set of subjects, experiences, and activities designed for students. It is not
just a list of topics—it reflects a deeper vision of what education means. Philosophy plays a very
important role in deciding what should be included in the curriculum.

a) Philosophy decides what to teach
Different schools of philosophy suggest different types of knowledge to be taught:
¢ Idealism focuses on subjects like literature, moral science, religion, and philosophy.
e Realism gives more importance to science, mathematics, and physical education.
e Pragmatism supports learning by doing, so it promotes activities, experiments, and life skills.

e Naturalism believes in studying nature, child psychology, and experiences from the
environment.

b) Curriculum and values

Philosophy ensures that the curriculum is not only academic but also value-based. It includes
subjects and activities that help in the development of values like honesty, discipline, cooperation,
and empathy.

c) Modern curriculum development

In modern times, the philosophy of humanism and constructivism have influenced curriculum
development by making it more learner-centered, inclusive, and flexible. Subjects are now chosen
keeping in mind the needs, interests, and abilities of students.

So, the curriculum is deeply shaped by the beliefs and values of educational philosophy.

2. Role of Philosophy in Shaping Teaching Methods

Teaching methods are the ways in which a teacher delivers the curriculum to the students. The
choice of teaching methods is based on the teacher’s view of how students learn best. This is again
rooted in philosophy.

a) Philosophy influences teaching style
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e Idealism supports lectures, storytelling, discussion, and question-answer methods because it
believes in the power of ideas and imagination.

e Realism encourages observation, experiment, and demonstration.

e Pragmatism promotes group work, project method, learning by doing, and problem-solving
activities.

e Existentialism encourages individual freedom, open discussions, and personalized learning.
b) Child-centered methods

Modern philosophy supports child-centered education where the teacher acts as a guide and not a
dictator. Teaching is now more interactive, inclusive, and focused on active participation of students.

c) Innovative and blended methods

With the influence of educational philosophy, new methods like blended learning, peer tutoring,
collaborative learning, and use of technology are being used. These approaches are guided by the
belief that students learn better when they are active, engaged, and emotionally involved.

Hence, philosophy decides how the teacher should teach, how the student should learn, and how
both should interact in the classroom.

3. Role of Philosophy in Discipline

Discipline means maintaining order, respect, and self-control in the classroom. Educational
philosophy helps in understanding the purpose of discipline and how it should be maintained.

a) Types of discipline based on philosophy

e Idealism believes in moral discipline. The teacher is a role model, and students are guided to
follow ethical behavior.

e Naturalism does not support strict discipline. It promotes self-discipline by giving freedom to
the child to learn from natural consequences.

e Realism supports discipline based on rules, consequences, and practical behavior.

e Existentialism encourages students to take responsibility for their actions and make free
choices.

b) Modern approach to discipline

Modern educational philosophy promotes positive discipline. It avoids punishment and focuses on
building mutual respect between teachers and students. The idea is to guide, not to control.

c) Value-based discipline

Philosophy helps in creating a school environment where discipline is based on values like respect,
responsibility, honesty, and cooperation. Teachers are trained to understand student behavior and
deal with it patiently.

So, philosophy provides a framework for maintaining healthy and effective discipline in educational
settings.
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4. Educational Philosophy Builds a Holistic System

Philosophy not only shapes individual areas like curriculum or teaching but connects all parts of the
education system. The aim of education, what is taught, how it is taught, how students behave—all
are linked together through educational philosophy.

For example, if the aim is overall personality development, the curriculum will include subjects like
moral science, art, and physical education; the teaching will be participative; and discipline will focus
on self-control rather than fear.

Thus, philosophy helps in creating a complete, balanced, and meaningful educational experience for
students.

Q5. Why is the study of Philosophy important for teachers and educators?

Introduction

Philosophy and education are closely related. Philosophy helps us to think clearly and deeply about
the purpose and process of education. For teachers and educators, philosophy is like a guiding light.
It helps them understand what they are teaching, why they are teaching it, and how they should
teach. Studying philosophy gives teachers a strong foundation to make decisions in the classroom,
solve problems, and improve the quality of teaching and learning.

Let us understand in detail why the study of philosophy is so important for teachers and educators.

1. Helps in Understanding the Aim of Education

Philosophy helps teachers to understand the real purpose of education. Different philosophers like
Plato, Rousseau, Gandhi, and Tagore had different views on what education should achieve. For
example:

e Plato believed that education helps develop reason and justice.
e Gandhi believed in education through work and moral values.
e Tagore focused on freedom and creativity in learning.

By studying philosophy, teachers can understand these different aims and choose the right goals for
their students. This helps them make their teaching more meaningful.

2. Guides the Selection of Curriculum

Philosophy influences what should be taught in schools. It helps in selecting subjects and content
that match the developmental needs of students. For example:

e |dealism supports moral and spiritual subjects.

e Realism supports science and physical education.
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e Pragmatism supports activity-based and practical subjects.

Teachers who study philosophy can plan better lessons, choose better materials, and design a
balanced curriculum for their students.

3. Improves Teaching Methods

Teaching methods are not the same for every student. Philosophy helps teachers understand
different ways of teaching based on the needs, interests, and abilities of learners.

For example:
e Pragmatism suggests learning by doing (project method).
e Naturalism supports freedom and learning from nature.
e Idealism supports storytelling and moral discussion.

With this knowledge, teachers can use a variety of teaching methods and make learning enjoyable
and effective.

4. Builds Strong Teacher-Student Relationships

Philosophy teaches teachers about human nature, behavior, and emotions. It helps them understand
the minds of students, their strengths, weaknesses, and learning styles. This helps in:

e Creating a friendly and respectful environment in the classroom.
e Encouraging student participation.
e Solving behavior problems with love and understanding.

A teacher with philosophical knowledge knows how to treat every child with dignity and care.

5. Helps in Discipline and Classroom Management

A good teacher must know how to maintain discipline. Philosophy gives ideas about how discipline
should be practiced:

e Some philosophies believe in strict discipline.
e Others promote self-discipline and freedom with responsibility.

Teachers who study philosophy use positive methods of discipline. They understand the reasons
behind misbehavior and try to correct students with patience rather than punishment.

6. Develops Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving Skills

Philosophy teaches how to think logically and ask important questions. It develops the teacher’s
ability to:
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e Think clearly and critically.
e Solve classroom problems.
e Take wise decisions about students’ needs.

For example, when a student is not learning well, a teacher with philosophical thinking will not
blame the child but will try to find the reason and help accordingly.

7. Encourages Lifelong Learning and Professional Growth

Philosophy inspires teachers to grow both personally and professionally. It teaches that education is
a never-ending process. A teacher should always:

e Keep learning new things.
o Reflect on their teaching.
e Tryto become better every day.

This attitude of continuous improvement comes from philosophical thinking.

8. Promotes Moral and Ethical Values

Education is not just about knowledge. It is also about character. Philosophy helps teachers to:
e Teach honesty, respect, cooperation, and responsibility.
e Become role models for students.
e Understand their moral duties toward students and society.

A teacher who has studied philosophy becomes more ethical and fairer in their decisions and actions.

9. Helps in Facing Modern Educational Challenges

Today’s classrooms are full of diversity—students from different backgrounds, with different abilities.
Teachers often face challenges like:

e Inclusive education.
e Use of technology.
e Student stress and lack of motivation.

Philosophy helps teachers face these issues with confidence. It gives them a deeper understanding of
educational goals and how to adapt to changing times.

10. Encourages Democratic and Inclusive Attitude

Philosophy promotes respect for each child’s individuality. It encourages equality and justice. A
philosophical teacher:
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e Welcomes every student regardless of caste, gender, religion, or ability.
e Supports inclusive education.
e Encourages student voice and participation.

This makes the classroom more democratic and student-friendly.
Q6. Discuss how educational practices are influenced by different philosophical outlooks.

Introduction

Philosophy plays a vital role in shaping educational practices. It provides a set of ideas and beliefs
about life, knowledge, values, and human development. Different philosophical outlooks give
different answers to basic educational questions like:

e  What should be taught?

e How should it be taught?

e Whatis the role of the teacher and student?
e Whatis the aim of education?

Each philosophy of education influences curriculum, teaching methods, discipline, student-teacher
relationship, and evaluation. Let us understand how different philosophical approaches shape
educational practices.

1. Idealism and Its Influence on Education

Idealism is a philosophy that believes in the power of ideas, values, and the human mind. According
to idealists like Plato, truth and goodness are eternal and education should help students discover
these truths.

Influences on Educational Practices:
e Aims of Education: Focus on self-realization, spiritual and moral development.
e Curriculum: Gives importance to literature, philosophy, religion, ethics, and the arts.
e Teaching Methods: Uses discussion, questioning, storytelling, and moral education.

e Role of Teacher: The teacher is a role model and guides students toward moral and
intellectual development.

e Discipline: Emphasis on self-discipline and moral values.

Example: In an idealist classroom, students learn through stories of great thinkers and are
encouraged to think about right and wrong.

2. Realism and Its Influence on Education
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Realism focuses on the world as it is. It believes that knowledge comes through our senses and
experience. Realists like Aristotle believed education should be based on observable facts and
practical life.

Influences on Educational Practices:
e Aims of Education: Prepare learners to face the real world and solve real-life problems.
e  Curriculum: Emphasizes science, mathematics, social studies, and practical skills.
e Teaching Methods: Observation, experiments, demonstrations, and field visits.

¢ Role of Teacher: Acts as a guide and facilitator who presents facts and supports learning
through experience.

¢ Discipline: Promotes logical thinking and consequences for actions.

Example: In a realist classroom, students may perform science experiments to understand the laws
of nature.

3. Pragmatism and Its Influence on Education

Pragmatism believes that truth is what works. It supports learning by doing and adapting education
to the needs of the child. Thinkers like John Dewey supported this view.

Influences on Educational Practices:
¢ Aims of Education: Development of problem-solving ability, social skills, and adaptability.
e  Curriculum: Dynamic and flexible. Focuseson subjectsthat have practical use.
o Teaching Methods: Activity-based learning, project work, problem-solving tasks, group work.
¢ Role of Teacher: Facilitator and co-learner who encourages students to discover knowledge.
e Discipline: Comes through participation and responsibility.

Example: In a pragmatist classroom, students may work on a project-like designing a school garden.

4. Naturalism and Its Influence on Education

Naturalism believes in nature and considers it as the best teacher. Thinkers like Rousseau believed
that children should grow freely in a natural environment without interference.

Influences on Educational Practices:
e Aims of Education: Develop the natural abilities and individuality of the child.

e  Curriculum: Based on the interests and needs of the child. Includes physical education,
natural sciences, arts, and crafts.

e Teaching Methods: Learning by experience, exploration, and nature walks.

e Role of Teacher: Observer and guide who provides opportunities for natural development.
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e Discipline: No forced discipline; self-discipline through freedom and experience.

Example: In a naturalist classroom, students may go outside and observe plants and animals as part
of their learning.

5. Existentialism and Its Influence on Education

Existentialism focuses on the individual and personal freedom. It believes that education should help
students find meaning in their lives.

Influences on Educational Practices:
e Aims of Education: Self-discovery, personal choice, and individual development.
e  Curriculum: Flexible; includes literature, art, ethics, and philosophy.
e Teaching Methods: Dialogue, self-reflection, and creative expression.
¢ Role of Teacher: Supporter who helps students explore their own values and identity.
¢ Discipline: Based on responsibility and freedom of choice.

Example: In an existentialist classroom, students may choose their own topics for discussion and be
encouraged to express their personal thoughts.

6. Progressivism and Its Influence on Education

Progressivism is based on the belief that education should focus on-the child rather than the subject
matter. It supports learning through experience and prepares students for democratic life.

Influences on Educational Practices:
e Aims of Education: Prepare children for social living and lifelong learning.
e  Curriculum: Based on real-life problems, social studies, and environmental awareness.
e Teaching Methods: Experiential learning, projects, discussions, and teamwork.
¢ Role of Teacher: Facilitator who supports child-centered education.
e Discipline: Encourages cooperation and self-control.

Example: In a progressive classroom, students may study social issues and take part in community
activities.
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UNIT-1I

ONE MARK:

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Q: Name one major Indian school of philosophy that emphasizes self-realization.
A: Vedanta.

Q: Which Indian philosophy believes in the concept of the Eightfold Path?
A: Buddhism.

Q: What is the main aim of education in Jainism?
A: Liberation of the soul.

Q: Which Indian philosophy advocates the control of the body and mind through discipline?
A: Yoga.

Q: Samkhya philosophy is primarily associated with which two principles?
A: Purusha (spirit) and Prakriti (matter).

Q: What is the focus of education according to Vedanta philosophy?
A: Attainment of spiritual knowledge.

Q: In Buddhism, what is the ultimate goal of life and education?
A: Nirvana.

Q: Which Indian philosophy promotes non-violence (Ahimsa) as a core value?
A: Jainism.

Q: Which practice in Yoga philosophy supports concentration and mental discipline?
A: Meditation (Dhyana).

Q: What does "Vedanta" literally mean?
A: End of the Vedas.

Q: Which philosophy teaches that suffering arises from desire?
A: Buddhism.

Q: In Samkhya, which element represents consciousness?
A: Purusha.

Q: Name one teaching method encouraged in Yoga philosophy.
A: Self-discipline and practice (Sadhana).

Q: According to Vedanta, what is Maya?
A: lllusion or false perception of the world.

Q: What type of discipline is emphasized in Jain educational philosophy?
A: Moral and ethical discipline.

Q: In which philosophy is the principle of cause and effect (Karma) strongly emphasized?
A: Jainism and Buddhism.

Q: Which philosophy is closely linked with Patanjali’s Yoga Sutras?
A: Yoga philosophy.
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18. Q: What is the method of teaching in Buddhist education?
A: Discussion and meditation.

19. Q: Which Indian school of philosophy is dualistic in nature?
A: Samkhya.

20. Q: What is the role of a teacher in Vedanta philosophy?
A: A guide to help students attain self-realization.

TWO MARK:

1. What is the main aim of education according to Vedanta philosophy?

Vedanta philosophy believes that the main aim of education is self-realization. It teaches that
knowledge should help a person understand the inner self (Atman) and connect with the Supreme
Reality (Brahman).

2. What are the key features of Samkhya philosophy?

Samkhya is a dualistic philosophy that talks about two realities—Purusha (spirit) and Prakriti
(matter). Education according to Samkhya aims at understanding this distinction and achieving
liberation through knowledge.

3. Explain the goal of education in Buddhism.
In Buddhism, the main goal of education is to help individuals attain Nirvana, which means freedom
from suffering and desire. Education should focus on ethical conduct, mindfulness, and wisdom.

4. What is the role of a teacher in Jainism?
In Jain philosophy, a teacher is a spiritual guide who helps students follow the path of non-violence,
self-discipline, and right knowledge. The teacher should be an example of moral living.

5. How does Yoga philosophy view the purpose of education?
Yoga philosophy says that education should help control the body, mind, and senses. The ultimate
purpose is to unite the individual soul with the universal soul through physical and mental discipline.

6. What does Vedanta say about curriculum in education?
Vedanta suggests a curriculum that includes spiritual texts like the Upanishads, moral stories, and
subjects that develop reasoning, devotion, and awareness of the self.

7. How is discipline practiced in Buddhist education?
Discipline in Buddhism is based on the Five Precepts. Students are taught to be kind, honest, and
mindful. Meditation is used to develop self-control and inner peace.

8. What kind of teaching methods are suggested by Jainism?
Jainism promotes teaching methods that involve dialogue, self-study, and reflection. It encourages
teachers to use logic and reason, without violence or force.

9. How is curriculum designed according to Samkhya philosophy?
The curriculum should include both physical sciences (to understand Prakriti) and spiritual
knowledge (to understand Purusha). It should lead to discrimination between the two.

10. What is the importance of physical education in Yoga philosophy?
Yoga philosophy highlights the role of physical education for developing strength, flexibility, and
concentration. Practices like Asanas and Pranayama are part of the curriculum.
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11. Why is self-discipline important in Jain educational thought?
Jainism believes that self-discipline is key to achieving liberation. Education teaches students to
control desires, practice honesty, and follow the path of non-violence.

12. What method of learning is used in Buddhist education?
Buddhist education uses discussion, questioning, and meditation. It encourages experiential learning
where students reflect on their actions and thoughts.

13. How does Samkhya explain knowledge?
Samkhya explains that true knowledge comes from separating Purusha (consciousness) from Prakriti
(matter). Education helps in realizing this difference through reasoning and meditation.

14. What does Vedanta say about the nature of the world?
Vedanta considers the world as Maya (illusion). Education should help students look beyond this
illusion and realize the eternal truth of the soul.

15. Why is non-violence important in Jain education?
Jainism teaches that all living beings have souls. Education should make students sensitive to the
lives of others and practice non-violence in thought, word, and action.

16. What is the role of meditation in Yoga education?
Meditation is used to develop concentration and inner peace. It helps the learner control the mind
and prepare for self-realization.

17. How does Buddhism promote ethical education?
Buddhism teaches the Eightfold Path, which includes right action, right speech, and right livelihood.
Education focuses on moral values and responsible behavior.

18. Explain the teaching method in Vedantic education.
Vedanta uses dialogue between teacher and student (like in the Upanishads). It involves questioning,
discussion, and deep thinking to reach higher knowledge.

19. What are the aims of education in Jain philosophy?
Jainism aims to purify the soul by reducing karma. Education helps in achieving this by teaching self-
control, compassion, and detachment.

20. What does Yoga philosophy say about mental development?
Yoga gives importance to mental training through meditation, Pranayama (breathing exercises), and
concentration. Education should help in achieving inner calmness.

21. Why is spiritual knowledge emphasized in Indian philosophies?
Indian philosophies see education as a way to achieve liberation. Spiritual knowledge helps in
understanding the true nature of the self and the universe.

22. How does Buddhist philosophy handle discipline in education?
Buddhist education teaches discipline through the practice of mindfulness and ethical behavior. The
focus is on controlling the mind and leading a good life.

23. What is the significance of Yoga in daily education?
Yoga helps students improve physical health, reduce stress, and increase concentration. It promotes
a balanced development of body, mind, and spirit.
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24. How is Prakriti explained in Samkhya philosophy?
Prakriti is the physical and material world. Education should help students understand that true
peace lies in detaching from material things and focusing on spiritual growth.

25. How do Indian philosophies view the teacher-student relationship?
The teacher is seen as a guide who helps the student in their spiritual journey. Respect, trust, and
personal connection are important in this relationship.

26. What is the role of reasoning in Jain education?
Jain philosophy supports logical reasoning and critical thinking. Education should develop the power
to think clearly and make ethical decisions.

27. What is ‘Purusha’ in Samkhya?
Purusha is the pure consciousness or soul. It is separate from the material body and mind. Education
should help in realizing the Purusha.

28. How does Vedanta influence moral education?
Vedanta teaches that the soul is divine. Moral education should help students respect all beings and
follow a life of honesty, kindness, and truth.

29. How does Yoga help in emotional development?
Through breathing exercises, meditation, and self-control, Yoga helps in managing emotions like
anger, fear, and stress. It brings peace of mind.

30. Why is Indian philosophy still important in modern education?
Indian philosophy promotes holistic education. It focuses on values, character-building, self-
realization, and harmony—qualities still needed today.

BOARD ANSWER:

Q1. Discuss the educational implications of Samkhya philosophy with reference to aims of
education, curriculum, methods of teaching, and discipline.

Introduction to Samkhya Philosophy

Samkhya is one of the oldest and most significant philosophical schools in Indian thought. It was
founded by Maharishi Kapila. The word Samkhya means number or enumeration. It is a dualistic
philosophy that believes in two eternal realities—Purusha (consciousness) and Prakriti (matter or
nature). Samkhya explains the evolution of the world and human life based on the interaction
between these two elements.

In education, Samkhya has deep implications. It focuses on self-realization and the development of
inner consciousness, which are also central goals of education.

Aims of Education According to Samkhya Philosophy

Samkhya philosophy emphasizes spiritual development and liberation (moksha) as the ultimate goal
of life. Based on this, education should help a person:
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1. Achieve Liberation (Moksha) — The ultimate aim is freedom from ignorance and suffering by
realizing the true self (Purusha). Education must guide learners toward this spiritual goal.

2. Develop Discrimination (Viveka) — Learners should develop the ability to distinguish
between the real (Purusha) and the unreal (Prakriti). Education must sharpen reasoning and
wisdom.

3. Balance Physical and Mental Growth — Since Samkhya acknowledges both matter and
consciousness, it supports balanced development of body, mind, and soul.

4. Promote Knowledge (Jnana) — It stresses the importance of knowledge for overcoming
ignorance and bondage.

Thus, education should not just prepare students for material success but also for inner peace and
liberation.

% Curriculum Based on Samkhya Philosophy

The curriculum should be holistic, focusing on physical, mental, and spiritual education. It must be
carefully designed to help students rise above ignorance and develop true knowledge.

1. Philosophy and Ethics — Subjects like logic, Indian philosophy, moral science, and spiritual
texts should be included.

2. Yoga and Meditation — To control the body and mind, yoga practices and meditation
techniques should be taught regularly.

3. Sciences and Nature Studies —Since Samkhya explains the evolution of the universe through
nature (Prakriti), natural sciences can be taught to understand the material world.

4. Self-Knowledge Subjects — Learners should study scriptures like the Upanishads, Bhagavad
Gita, and Samkhya Karika to understand the self and the path to liberation.

5. Art and Culture — Subjects that support self-expression like music, painting, and literature
should be added to help connect with inner feelings.

Hence, the curriculum is not only academic but also spiritual and practical, encouraging complete
development.

Methods of Teaching Based on Samkhya Philosophy

Samkhya supports a thoughtful and reflective approach to teaching. The methods should help the
learner awaken their inner consciousness.

1. Discussion and Dialogue — The teacher should use discussion to help students reason and
reflect. Question-and-answer methods encourage the development of Viveka.

2. Observation and Analysis — Students should be trained to observe the world and analyze
natural and human behavior through critical thinking.

3. Self-Study and Introspection — Learners must be encouraged to read, reflect, and meditate.
This helps them understand their true nature.
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4. Teacher as a Guide (Guru) — The teacher should act as a mentor who shows the path to self-
realization, rather than just giving information.

5. Yoga Practices — These should be part of the teaching process to control the senses and
mind.

Teaching should promote awareness, clarity, and independence of thought in students.

Discipline in Education According to Samkhya Philosophy

Discipline in Samkhya is not enforced from outside but comes from inner awareness. It is self-
discipline, guided by knowledge and control over desires.

1. Self-Control — Learners must be trained to control their senses and emotions. This is
essential for spiritual progress.

2. Regular Practice — Students should practice yoga, meditation, and good habits daily to
strengthen their willpower.

3. Moral Development — Truth, non-violence, cleanliness, and patience should be encouraged
through behavior and practice.

4. Freedom with Responsibility — Students must be given freedom to think but guided to use it
responsibly.

The goal is to build character and self-awareness, not just external behavior management.

Educational Environment Inspired by Samkhya

The learning environment should be calm, spiritual, and focused on contemplation. It should
encourage:

e Peaceful surroundings for study and meditation
e Respect for the teacher
e Equality among students

e Individual growth based on each student’s level of awareness

Q2. Explain the Vedanta philosophy and its contribution to the field of education. Highlight its
influence on curriculum, teaching methods, and the aims of education.

Introduction to Vedanta Philosophy

Vedanta is one of the most important and widely followed schools of Indian philosophy. The word
Vedanta means "the end of the Vedas" — it refers to the teachings found in the concluding part of the
Vedas, especially the Upanishads. The key texts of Vedanta include the Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita,
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and the Brahma Sutras. Important thinkers of Vedanta philosophy are Adi Shankaracharya,
Ramanujacharya, and Madhvacharya.

Vedanta is a spiritual and idealistic philosophy, which believes that Brahman (Supreme Reality) is
the only truth, and the individual soul (Atman) is not different from Brahman. The world is temporary
and full of illusions (Maya). The main goal of life is to realize the unity of Atman and Brahman.

Aims of Education According to Vedanta

Vedanta philosophy gives a spiritual aim to education. According to it, education should help the
learner grow morally, mentally, and spiritually. The important aims are:

1. Self-Realization (Atma Jnana) — The highest aim of education is to help a person realize their
true self and understand their divine nature.

2. Moral and Spiritual Development — Education should help learners become kind, honest,
disciplined, and spiritually aware individuals.

3. Liberation (Moksha) — The ultimate goal is liberation from the cycle of birth and death
through knowledge and detachment.

4. Development of Inner Qualities — Qualities like concentration, peace, patience, love, and
self-control are essential. Education should develop these in students.

5. Harmony with Nature and Society — Vedanta teaches that all living beings are part of the
same universal spirit. So, education should develop values like unity, equality, and respect for
all.

Thus, education based on Vedanta aims at complete development—physical, intellectual, emotional,
and spiritual.

Influence on Curriculum

The curriculum suggested by Vedanta is not limited to academic knowledge. It focuses on spiritual
and value-based education. The important elements of the curriculum are:

1. Spiritual and Moral Education — Scriptures like the Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads, and other
sacred texts should be included to teach moral values and spiritual ideas.

2. Yoga and Meditation — Regular practice of yoga and meditation is essential to control the
mind and develop concentration and peace.

3. Character Building Subjects — Subjects that focus on building virtues like honesty,
compassion, and humility should be included.

4. Science and Arts — Along with spiritual knowledge, practical knowledge of science, arts, and
vocational skills should also be part of the curriculum.

5. Language and Culture — Study of Sanskrit and Indian cultural heritage is encouraged to
connect students with their roots and values.

Thus, the curriculum is holistic and focuses on both material and spiritual development.
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€ Teaching Methods Based on Vedanta

The teaching methods under Vedanta are learner-centered and focus on personal growth. Some of
the key teaching methods are:

1. Dialogue and Discussion — Like in ancient Gurukuls, learning should happen through
dialogue between teacher and student (Guru-Shishya Parampara), promoting understanding
and reflection.

2. Maeditation and Reflection — Students should be encouraged to meditate and reflect on their
experiences to realize their true self.

3. Role of the Teacher (Guru) — The teacher is not just an instructor but a guide and role model
who leads the student on the path of truth and self-realization.

4. Self-Study (Swadhyaya) — Students should be encouraged to read scriptures and understand
their meanings through their own thinking.

5. Storytelling and Moral Lessons — Stories from Indian epics like Ramayana and Mahabharata
are used to teach life values and ideals.

This approach builds a deep bond between the student and teacher and helps in the spiritual
transformation of the learner.

Discipline in Vedanta-Based Education

Vedanta emphasizes self-discipline over external control. The learner should develop the ability to
control desires and emotions through inner strength. Important aspects of discipline are:

1. Self-Control (Indriya Nigraha) — Learners must learn to control their senses and avoid
distractions.

2. Peaceful Environment — A calm and respectful atmosphere is essential for inner growth and
learning.

3. Regular Practice — Yoga, prayer, and meditation must be practiced daily to build inner
discipline.

4. Respect for Teacher and Knowledge — Students must obey and respect their teacher, as the
teacher is seen as a spiritual guide.

Such discipline helps in building a strong moral character and a focused mind.

Contribution of Vedanta to Indian Education

Vedanta philosophy has deeply influenced traditional Indian education. The ancient Gurukula system
was based on Vedantic ideals. Some major contributions include:

e Focus on holistic development

e Emphasis on values and spiritual education
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e Personal connection between teacher and student
e Moral training through storytelling and example
e Respect for knowledge and wisdom

Modern education can benefit greatly by adopting some of these values and combining them with
scientific learning.

Q3. Describe how Buddhist philosophy influences educational aims, discipline, and methods. How
is moral and value education emphasized in Buddhism?

@ Introduction to Buddhist Philosophy

Buddhism is a major school of Indian philosophy founded by Gautama Buddha in the 6th century
BCE. It is both a philosophy and a way of life that teaches people how to overcome suffering and live
peacefully. The main teachings of Buddhism are based on the Four Noble Truths and the Eightfold
Path. These teachings guide individuals to develop wisdom, morality, and mental discipline.

In education, Buddhist philosophy promotes values like compassion, kindness, self-discipline,
mindfulness, and non-violence. It believes that education should help a person become free from
ignorance, desire, and hatred and lead a life full of peace and understanding.

Educational Aims According to Buddhism

Buddhist philosophy gives great importance to the development of the mind and character. The main
aims of education according to Buddhism are:

1. Removal of Ignorance (Avidya) — Education should help remove ignorance and guide the
learner towards truth and understanding.

2. Development of Moral Character — A major aim is to build a good moral character by
developing values like honesty, kindness, and self-control.

3. Spiritual and Mental Development — Education should help the learner develop
concentration, awareness, and mental peace through meditation and reflection.

4. Freedom from Suffering (Dukkha) — Education must guide individuals on the path of wisdom
and help them reduce their sufferings by overcoming desires and ego.

5. Social Harmony — Education should promote compassion and non-violence, helping students
become responsible citizens who contribute to peace in society.

Thus, the aim is not just academic learning but full development of the human personality —
mentally, morally, and spiritually.

Methods of Teaching in Buddhism
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Buddhist philosophy supports simple and effective teaching methods that focus on understanding,
self-reflection, and inner transformation. Some of the key teaching methods are:

1. Dialogue and Questioning (Socratic Method) — Buddha himself used discussions and
questions to teach his disciples. This method encourages students to think and understand
deeply.

2. Maeditation and Mindfulness (Dhyana and Smriti) — Regular practice of meditation helps
students improve concentration, reduce stress, and understand themselves better.

3. Example and Living Practice — Teachers should set a good example through their own
behavior. Students learn better when they see values in action.

4. Storytelling and Parables (Jataka Tales) — Buddha’s teachings often used moral stories to
make difficult concepts simple and memorable. These stories help in value education.

5. Self-Observation and Reflection — Students are encouraged to observe their thoughts and
actions and learn from their experiences.

6. Discussion in Groups (Sangha-based Learning) — Group discussions promote cooperation,
mutual respect, and sharing of ideas.

These methods are learner-centered and focus on self-awareness, moral development, and inner
peace.

Discipline in Buddhist Education

Discipline in Buddhism is not enforced by punishment, but by self-awareness and self-control. The
aim is to develop internal discipline through understanding the consequences of actions. Important
aspects include:

1. Self-Discipline (Vinaya) — Students are encouraged to follow self-imposed rules and control
their behavior through mindfulness.

2. Right Conduct (Shila) — Buddhism teaches five basic moral rules like truthfulness, non-
violence, and not stealing. These guide a student’s behavior.

3. Peaceful Environment — A calm, respectful, and distraction-free environment is essential for
learning.

4. Role of the Teacher (Acharya) — The teacher should act as a guide, not as a strict authority.
Students should respect the teacher and follow their guidance out of trust, not fear.

5. Non-Punitive Discipline — Mistakes should be corrected with understanding, not harsh
punishment. Reflection and moral guidance are used instead.

Buddhist discipline helps students become responsible, kind, and peaceful individuals.

Moral and Value Education in Buddhism

Buddhism strongly emphasizes moral and ethical education. It believes that without values,

education has no meaning. Some ways in which value education is promoted are:
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1. The Five Precepts (Panch Shila) — These are moral guidelines which include:
o Do not harm any living being
o Do not steal
o Donotlie
o Do not engage in wrongful sexual behavior

o Do not consume intoxicants
These are taught as part of moral training.

2. Compassion (Karuna) — Students are taught to feel kindness and sympathy for others.
Helping others is encouraged.

3. Loving-kindness (Metta) — This teaches students to develop love and care for all beings, even
those who are different.

4. Right Speech and Right Action — Learners are guided to speak truthfully and act morally in all
situations.

5. Tolerance and Patience — Value education includes accepting others’ differences, resolving
conflicts peacefully, and being patient in difficulties.

6. Detachment and Simplicity — Students learn to avoid materialism and focus on simple living
and high thinking.

These values are taught not just through books, but by example, discussion, and real-life practice.

Contribution of Buddhism to Education

Buddhist philosophy has played a huge role in shaping Indian education historically. Great centers of
learning like Nalanda and Vikramshila followed Buddhist principles and attracted students from
across the world. Some key contributions are:

e Promoting moral and spiritual education

e Emphasizing meditation and mindfulness

e Introducing peaceful discipline

e Encouraging simple living and mental development
e Promoting gender and caste equality in education

Modern education systems can learn a lot from Buddhism, especially in the areas of value education,
peace education, and stress-free learning.

Q4. What are the educational contributions of Jainism? Discuss with reference to curriculum,
discipline, and teaching methods.
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€ Introduction to Jainism

Jainism is one of the oldest religions and philosophical systems that originated in India. It was
founded by Lord Mahavira, the 24th Tirthankara, in the 6th century BCE. Jain philosophy believes in
non-violence, truth, self-discipline, and liberation of the soul through right knowledge, right faith,
and right conduct.

In the field of education, Jainism provides a moral and value-based approach. It focuses not only on
acquiring knowledge but also on developing a person’s character, self-control, and spiritual
awareness. Jain educational philosophy aims at liberation of the soul from worldly attachments
through learning and righteous living.

€ Aims of Education According to Jainism

Jainism gives more importance to spiritual development than material success. The main aims of
education as per Jain philosophy are:

1. Liberation of the Soul (Moksha) — The ultimate aim is to free the soul from all worldly bonds
by developing right knowledge and right actions.

2. Moral and Ethical Development — Education should teach the values of honesty, non-
violence, self-restraint, and truthfulness.

3. Development of Discipline and Simplicity — Learners should be taught to live a simple and
disciplined life, avoiding luxuries and harmful habits.

4. Self-Control and Detachment — Jainism teaches that education should help individuals
control their desires and live with detachment.

5. Knowledge for Right Living — Education is not just for earning money but for learning how to
live peacefully and ethically in society.

Thus, Jain education focuses on the complete development of a person’s soul, character, and
behavior.

Curriculum in Jain Educational Philosophy

The curriculum in Jain education is mainly spiritual and moral in nature, although it also includes
intellectual development. Key features include:

1. Religious and Moral Teachings — The Jain curriculum includes study of Jain scriptures like
Agamas and stories of Tirthankaras that promote moral behavior and truth.

2. Spiritual Studies — Topics related to soul (atma), karma, liberation (moksha), and non-
attachment are part of the curriculum to guide learners towards the spiritual path.

3. Character Development — Lessons focus on five vows:

o Ahimsa (Non-violence)

o Satya (Truth)
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o Asteya (Non-stealing)
o Brahmacharya (Celibacy)

o Aparigraha (Non-possessiveness)
These are taught from a young age to build a strong moral foundation.

4. Practical Knowledge — Along with moral subjects, students also learned mathematics, logic,
grammar, and language in ancient Jain educational institutions.

5. Physical and Mental Discipline — Yoga, meditation, and silence (maun) were practiced to
improve mental strength.

Hence, Jain curriculum is a balance of spiritual learning, moral values, intellectual knowledge, and
discipline.

€ Discipline in Jain Education

Discipline holds a central place in Jainism. It is based on self-control and inner strength, not on
punishment or fear. Important features of discipline in Jain educational thought include:

1. Self-Discipline — Students are expected to control their desires and live a simple, clean, and
disciplined life.

2. Ahimsa (Non-violence) — Learners must not harm any living being, not even in thoughts or
words. This promotes peace and respect in educational spaces.

3. Rules of Conduct — Jain students followed strict rules like silence during certain hours,
regular fasting, and meditation to improve self-control.

4. Respect for Teachers — Teachers are seen as spiritual guides, and students are trained to
respect and obey them.

5. Moral Accountability — Learners are taught to take responsibility for their own actions and
behavior.

Discipline, as per Jain philosophy, is more about developing inner purity, patience, and mindfulness,
which leads to self-regulated learning.

Teaching Methods in Jainism

Jain educational methods are practical, moral-based, and spiritually guided. The methods aim at
both intellectual understanding and personal transformation. Some of the key methods include:

1. Oral Teaching (Shravana) — In ancient times, knowledge was passed orally through listening
and memorizing. Students listened to their gurus with deep concentration.

2. Dialogue and Questioning (Vaad-Vivaad) — Teachers used discussions and debates to
sharpen students’ thinking and clear their doubts.

3. Meditation and Reflection — Meditation was used to improve concentration, control
emotions, and develop inner peace.
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4. Use of Stories and Parables — Jain literature is full of moral stories (like stories of
Tirthankaras) that were used to teach values in a simple way.

5. Example of the Teacher — Teachers practiced what they preached. Their personal lifestyle
was itself a lesson for the students.

6. Silent Learning — Silence was used as a method to control speech and develop deep thinking.

7. Repetition and Memory Techniques — Students were trained to memorize religious texts and
hymns for mental discipline.

These methods are still relevant today, especially in value education, peace studies, and character
development programs.

@ Contribution of Jainism to Indian Education

Jainism has contributed greatly to the development of moral education, value-based learning, and
peaceful discipline in Indian education. Jain monks established many learning centers and libraries in
ancient India.

e Jainism promoted education for all, regardless of caste or gender in some cases.
e It developed a vast body of literature and grammar.
e It encouraged learning as a means to spiritual growth, not just for material success.

Even today, Jain educational institutions follow simple living, value-based curriculum, and
emphasize non-violence, cleanliness, and discipline.

Q5. Discuss the role of Yoga philosophy in education. How does it help in the physical, mental, and
spiritual development of students?

Introduction to Yoga Philosophy

Yoga is one of the six classical schools of Indian philosophy. It was systematized by Maharshi
Patanjali in his famous text “Yoga Sutras.” The word "Yoga" comes from the Sanskrit root “Yuj,”
meaning to unite—the union of the individual soul with the supreme soul. Yoga is not just physical
exercise; it is a complete philosophy that focuses on the harmonious development of body, mind,
and soul.

In education, Yoga plays a very important role in helping students achieve balance, focus, peace, and
discipline. It encourages a holistic approach to life and learning, which includes physical health,
mental stability, emotional balance, and spiritual growth.

Aims of Education According to Yoga Philosophy

Yoga philosophy gives importance to inner development along with academic achievement. The
major aims of education based on Yoga philosophy are:
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1. Self-realization — Education should help students realize their inner potential and connect
with their true self.

2. Holistic Development — Education must focus on all aspects of development: physical,
mental, emotional, and spiritual.

3. Control of Mind and Body — Students should learn to control their thoughts, emotions, and
actions through discipline and awareness.

4. Moral and Ethical Growth — Education should develop virtues like truthfulness, non-
violence, contentment, self-control, and patience.

5. Preparation for Life — Yoga-based education prepares students to face challenges in life with
confidence, calmness, and clarity.

Thus, the aim of education in Yoga philosophy is to build a strong, balanced, and peaceful
personality.

% Physical Development Through Yoga

Yoga includes various physical postures (called Asanas) that help in the healthy development of the
body. Some benefits of Yoga in physical development are:

e Improves flexibility, strength, and posture.

e Boosts immunity and energy levels.

e Helps in better digestion, blood circulation, and respiration.

e Reduces tiredness and physical stress.

e Builds body awareness and teaches students how to care for their bodies.

Regular practice of Yoga makes students fit, active, and energetic, which helps them to concentrate
better in studies and take part in school activities.

Mental Development Through Yoga

Yoga is very helpful for mental clarity and emotional control. It includes techniques like Pranayama
(breathing exercises) and Dhyana (meditation) which calm the mind and improve brain function.
Benefits include:

e Better concentration and memory.

e Reduction in anxiety, stress, and depression.

e Improved attention span and thinking ability.

e Helps in developing a positive attitude and emotional stability.

When students practice breathing exercises and meditation regularly, they become more focused,
calm, and confident. This improves both their academic and personal life.
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@ Spiritual Development Through Yoga

Spiritual development means knowing oneself, living with inner peace, and realizing the higher
purpose of life. Yoga teaches:

¢ Inner peace and harmony.

e Detachment from ego, anger, and greed.

e Connection with the universal spirit through meditation and self-discipline.
e Cultivation of virtues like kindness, forgiveness, and selfless service.

Through spiritual development, students become more compassionate, tolerant, and responsible.
They begin to live with purpose, mindfulness, and positivity.

% Curriculum Based on Yoga Philosophy
A Yoga-based curriculum includes both academic subjects and life-skill development. It involves:
e Daily practice of Yoga postures, breathing, and meditation.
e Lessons on moral values and ethical living.
e Education about healthy lifestyle, diet, and positive habits.
e Inclusion of peace education and mindfulness practices.

Such a curriculum helps students become physically fit, mentally alert, emotionally strong, and
morally upright.

Teaching Methods Inspired by Yoga
Yoga philosophy encourages active, disciplined, and reflective learning. Teaching methods include:
e Silent reflection and meditation at the beginning and end of class.
e Use of calm voice, patience, and love by the teacher.
e Encouraging students to observe their behavior and emotions.
e Promoting self-study (Swadhyaya) and learning by doing.
e Focus on values, attitude, and awareness, not just marks.

Yoga-inspired methods make learning peaceful, meaningful, and transformative.

Role of Teachers in Yoga Philosophy

In Yoga philosophy, the teacher (Guru) plays the role of a guide, mentor, and spiritual friend. A
teacher is expected to:

e Lead by example with a disciplined and moral life.
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e Inspire students with love, respect, and dedication.
e Help students discover their true potential.
e Create a positive and stress-free learning environment.

Such teachers become role models and help students grow into good human beings.
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ONE MARK:

UNIT -1l

1. Who is known as the father of Idealism?
Ans: Plato

2 What was the main aim of education in Sparta?
Ans: Military training and discipline

3 Which city-state in Ancient Greece focused on intellectual development?
Ans: Athens

4. What type of education did Ancient Rome emphasize?
Ans: Civic and moral education

5. Which Western philosophy emphasizes “real-world” facts and objects?
Ans: Realism

6. Which philosophy believes that nature should be the guiding force in education?
Ans: Naturalism

7. Name the philosopher associated with Pragmatism.
Ans: John Dewey

8. Idealism gives more importance to which aspect — mind or body?
Ans: Mind

9. Which philosophy supports learning by doing?
Ans: Pragmatism

10. What was the aim of education according to Idealism?
Ans: Self-realization and moral development

11. Who was the founder of Realism in education?
Ans: Aristotle

12. Which philosophy promotes scientific and observable learning?
Ans: Realism

13. Naturalism believes education should be free from what?
Ans: Artificial control and restrictions

14. What is the method of teaching in Pragmatism?
Ans: Project method and learning by experience

15. Which philosophy believes in change and adaptation in learning?
Ans: Pragmatism

16. What is the main aim of Naturalistic education?
Ans: Development according to natural growth

17. Who introduced the concept of "Learning by Doing"?
Ans: John Dewey
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18. Which philosophy focuses on spiritual and eternal truth?
Ans: Idealism

19. Which type of discipline is preferred in Naturalism?
Ans: Free and natural discipline

20. What is the core belief of Realism?
Ans: Knowledge is based on facts and experience

TWO MARK:

1. What was the focus of education in Athens?
In Athens, education focused on the all-round development of individuals, especially in philosophy,
arts, literature, and politics. It encouraged critical thinking and intellectual growth.

2. What was the aim of education in Sparta?
Spartan education aimed at creating strong and disciplined soldiers. It emphasized physical strength,
obedience, and military training from a young age.

3. How did education in Rome differ from Greece?
Roman education emphasized moral values, civic duties, and preparing students to become
responsible citizens. It was more practical and administrative compared to Greece.

4. Define Idealism in education.
Idealism is a philosophy that gives importance to mind, ideas, and spiritual values. In education, it
promotes moral and intellectual development over physical development.

5. What is the main belief of Realism in education?
Realism believes that knowledge comes from the real world through experience and senses. It
emphasizes learning facts and understanding reality.

6. What is Naturalism in educational philosophy?
Naturalism is a child-centered philosophy that suggests education should follow the natural
development of the child without strict control or artificial rules.

7. Explain the core principle of Pragmatism.
Pragmatism focuses on learning by doing and believes that knowledge should be useful in real life. It
supports problem-solving and experiential learning.

How is discipline maintained in a pragmatic classroom?
In Pragmatism, discipline is self-directed. Students are involved in decision-making, and discipline
arises naturally through meaningful activities.

8. What type of curriculum is suggested by Idealism?
Idealism prefers a curriculum based on moral values, literature, philosophy, and spiritual education.
It emphasizes subjects that develop reasoning and ethics.

9. Mention the teaching method used in Naturalism.
Naturalism supports learning through nature and experience. It encourages observation, exploration,
and self-learning over rigid formal teaching.
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10. What is the role of a teacher in Idealism?
The teacher is a role model and guide in Idealism. They help students discover truth, wisdom, and
moral values through discussion and reflection.

11. How does Realism influence curriculum design?
Realism includes science, mathematics, and practical subjects in the curriculum. It emphasizes real-
world knowledge and facts.

12. What is the teaching method in Realism?
Realism uses observation, experimentation, and demonstration methods. It promotes factual
learning and the scientific approach.

13. How does Naturalism view the child?
Naturalism sees the child as naturally good and capable of learning from the environment. It
promotes freedom and natural growth in learning.

14. What is the role of the teacher in Pragmatism?
In Pragmatism, the teacher is a facilitator and guide. They help students solve real-life problems and
learn through projects and group work.

15. What is the main aim of education according to Realism?
Realism aims to develop practical and rational thinking in students so that they can deal with the real
world efficiently.

16. How does Idealism influence discipline?
Idealism supports strict discipline based on moral values and self-control. Students are taught to
follow high ethical standards.

17. What are the key features of Naturalistic education?
It emphasizes learning through nature, freedom of the child, and real-life experiences. Formal
education is minimized.

18. Name two methods used in Pragmatist classrooms.
Project method and problem-solving method are commonly used in Pragmatism for practical
learning.

19. How does Realism affect teaching-learning material?
Realism promotes the use of real objects, audio-visual aids, and science models to make learning
more factual and effective.

20. What is the aim of education in Pragmatism?
Pragmatism aims to develop practical life skills, critical thinking, and adaptability in changing
situations.

21. Explain the role of discipline in Naturalism.
Naturalism supports free discipline where students are not punished but guided naturally. It
promotes self-control through experience.

22. Why is Idealism considered spiritual in nature?
Idealism focuses on the development of inner qualities like truth, beauty, and goodness. It believes
that spiritual development is the highest goal of education.
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23. How does Pragmatism view knowledge?
Pragmatism sees knowledge as ever-changing and practical. It should be tested through experiences
and adapted to real-life situations.

24. Mention two features of education in Ancient Rome.
Roman education emphasized moral values and trained students for public service and
administration.

25. How did Sparta prepare students through education?
Sparta trained students to be warriors by emphasizing physical education, discipline, and obedience
from early childhood.

26. What kind of subjects are emphasized in Naturalistic curriculum?
Subjects related to nature, environment, and practical life experiences are emphasized, avoiding
strict textbooks and rote learning.

27. How does Idealism affect the role of education?
Idealism sees education as a process to bring out the best in an individual by focusing on eternal
values and inner development.

28. What type of classroom environment is preferred in Pragmatism?
A flexible and activity-based classroom where students participate actively, solve problems, and work
in teams is preferred.

29. How does Naturalism shape the aims of education?
Naturalism believes in educating the child according to their natural growth, interests, and
developmental stages.

BOARD ANSWER:

1. Compare and contrast the educational systems of Athens and Sparta in ancient Greece. What
were their aims and features?

Ancient Greece was one of the earliest civilizations that gave great importance to education. Two
major city-states, Athens and Sparta, developed their own distinct systems of education based on
their cultural values, lifestyle, and purpose. While both believed education was important, the way
they practiced and approached it was very different. This answer explains and compares their
educational aims, methods, and key features.

Education in Athens: Focus on Intellectual and Cultural Development

Athens was a democratic and culturally rich city-state. The Athenians valued knowledge, art,
literature, philosophy, and intellectual development. Their education system reflected these ideals.

Aims of Education in Athens:

The main aim of Athenian education was to create well-rounded individuals. Education was meant to
develop a person’s mind, body, and soul. The goal was to produce good citizens who could think,
participate in public life, and contribute to democracy. Moral values, reasoning, and creativity were
given importance.
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Features of Athenian Education:

1. Liberal and Humanistic: Education focused on grammar, poetry, music, rhetoric, philosophy,
and physical training.

2. Private Education: There were no public schools. Wealthy families hired private tutors for
their children.

3. Philosophy and Art: Great philosophers like Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle taught in Athens.
Students were encouraged to ask questions and develop critical thinking.

4. Physical Education: Gymnastics and sports were also part of education for maintaining a
healthy body.

5. Only for Boys: Girls were mostly educated at home and trained in household duties.

Education in Sparta: Focus on Military Training and Discipline

Sparta was a warrior state known for its strict and disciplined way of life. The Spartans valued
strength, bravery, obedience, and loyalty above all.

Aims of Education in Sparta:

The main aim of Spartan education was to create strong soldiers and disciplined citizens. Education
focused on preparing boys for war and ensuring they followed orders without question. The state
controlled the entire education system.

Features of Spartan Education:
1. State-Controlled: Unlike Athens, education in Sparta was fully controlled by the government.

2. Military Training: Boys were taken from their families at the age of 7 and placed in military
schools called Agoge.

3. Discipline and Endurance: Students were trained to endure pain, hunger, and tough
conditions. They were taught to be fearless and self-reliant.

4. Basic Literacy: Reading and writing were taught but not given much importance.

5. Women’s Education: Unlike Athens, girls in Sparta were also given physical training so they
could become strong mothers of future warriors.

Comparison between Athens and Sparta

Let us now compare the two systems in different aspects:

Aspect Athens Sparta
. To develop well-rounded, cultured . .
Aim citizens To produce strong, obedient warriors
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Aspect Athens Sparta

Focus Intellectual, artistic, and moral Physical strength, discipline, and military
development skills

Control Education was private Education was state-controlled

Military training, survival skills, basic

Subjects Philosophy, music, arts, science, sports .
literacy

Girls were taught at home, limited Girls trained physically, had more
Role of Women .

education freedom
Teachin Encouraged questioning, discussion, . . . . .

& .. geda & Strict training, obedience, physical drills

Method creativity

Contrast in Educational Outlook

The educational philosophy in Athens was more liberal and democratic, encouraging free thought
and public discussion. The goal was to prepare individuals for participation in civil society. In contrast,
Spartan education was authoritarian and rigid, designed to serve the state by creating fearless
warriors.

For example, in Athens, students would engage in debates, study literature and art, and learn how to
argue in court. Meanwhile, in Sparta, students would sleep in camps, wear minimal clothing, and be
tested for their endurance and loyalty.

Contribution to Civilization

Both systems contributed in their own way to ancient Greek civilization. Athens gave the world great
thinkers, artists, and political ideas like democracy. On the other hand, Sparta stood for bravery,
discipline, and strength, showing the importance of unity and loyalty to one's state.

Even today, we learn valuable lessons from both systems. A balanced education must focus on the
development of both mind and body. A democratic society like Athens promotes freedom and
creativity, while discipline and physical training like in Sparta help in character-building.

2. Explain the key features of Roman education and its contribution to moral and civic
development.

The Roman civilization is one of the greatest and most influential civilizations in world history. Like
the Greeks, the Romans gave importance to education. However, their education system was more
practical, disciplined, and focused on public life. Roman education played a major role in building
the moral character and civic responsibilities of its citizens.

This answer explains the main features of Roman education and how it helped in developing good
citizens with high moral and civic values.
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1. Purpose and Aim of Roman Education

The primary aim of Roman education was to create responsible, loyal, and efficient citizens who
could contribute to society, politics, and the army. Roman society believed that education should
help in the development of moral character, discipline, obedience, respect for elders, and duty

towards the state.

Education in Rome focused not only on knowledge but also on character-building and public service.
A Roman citizen was expected to be wise, courageous, and loyal to Rome.

2. Two Stages of Roman Education

Roman education had two main stages:

a) Elementary Education:
e Children (mostly boys) started learning at home or in small schools around age 7.
e Subjects included reading, writing, basic mathematics, and moral lessons.
e Teachers were often Greek slaves, as Greece had a strong intellectual background.
e Children were taught respect, discipline, and duty to family and state.

b) Higher Education:

e For higher classes, students learned advanced grammar, public speaking (rhetoric), history,
law, and philosophy.

e The goal was to prepare boys to become leaders, lawyers, judges, or soldiers.

e Rhetoric (art of speaking) was considered very important because Roman society highly
valued public speaking and debates.

3. Role of Family and Society

The Roman family played a vital role in education. The father (Pater Familias) was the head of the
family and was responsible for the moral and social education of his children. He taught them values
such as honesty, courage, responsibility, respect for laws, and patriotism.

Mothers also had a role in teaching manners and early habits. Society also supported moral training
by encouraging children to serve the state and follow traditions.

4. Curriculum and Subjects

The curriculum in Roman education was not very wide, but it was practical and goal-oriented. It
included:

e Reading and Writing: Children learned Latin and, later, Greek.
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e Arithmetic: For business and daily use.

e History: Roman history was taught to develop love for the nation.

e Law: Knowledge of law was important for civic duties.

o Rhetoric: Learning to speak well in public was considered a mark of an educated man.

e Moral Education: Stories of Roman heroes were told to build character.

5. Discipline and Moral Training

Roman education was strict and disciplined. Teachers often used punishment to maintain order and
seriousness in learning. The Roman ideal was to form men who were:

e Brave and honest

e Obedient to authority

e Devoted to Rome

e Capable of self-control and decision-making

Children were taught to put the welfare of the state above personal interests. They were also
trained in self-restraint and respect for law and order.

6. Civic Education and Public Life

One of the most important contributions of Roman education was the emphasis on civic
responsibility. Every citizen was expected to understand:

e His role in the community
e The importance of justice and law
e His duty towards Rome

Public service, military service, and participation in governance were considered the duties of an
educated Roman citizen. This helped build a strong and stable society where people worked for the
common good.

7. Contribution to Moral Development

Roman education focused on building virtues such as:
e Pietas — duty towards family and country
e Gravitas — seriousness and responsibility

e Fides — loyalty and trustworthiness

e Virtus — courage and manliness
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These values helped form individuals with strong character, which was considered more important
than just academic knowledge.

8. Influence of Greek Education

Although Romans developed their own system, they were deeply influenced by Greek culture and
education. Many Roman students studied Greek language and literature. Greek teachers and
philosophers were often invited to Rome. But unlike the Greeks who focused more on philosophy
and arts, Romans used education for practical and civic purposes.

9. Limitations of Roman Education

Though Roman education had many strengths, it also had some limitations:
e Education was mostly for boys from wealthy families.
e Girls received limited education, mostly at home.
e The poor and slaves had little or no access to formal education.

e Focus was more on obedience and memory than creativity.

10. Legacy and Impact

Despite its limitations, Roman education created a system that strengthened the moral and civic
values of its people. It produced great leaders, thinkers, and administrators. The values of law,
discipline, and civic duty taught in Roman schools influenced many modern educational systems,
especially in Europe.

3. Discuss the educational philosophy of Idealism with reference to its aims, curriculum, teaching
methods, and discipline.

Introduction

Idealism is one of the oldest and most influential philosophies in the field of education. It is based on
the belief that ideas, thoughts, and spiritual values are more real and important than the material
world. Idealism believes that the mind is the ultimate reality, and education should focus on
developing the mind, morals, and spiritual self of the learner. Great thinkers like Plato, Socrates, and
Swami Vivekananda supported this philosophy.

Meaning of Idealism

The word "Idealism" comes from the word "idea" or "ideal." Idealists believe that truth, beauty, and
goodness are eternal and unchanging. The physical world is temporary, but ideas are permanent.
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According to idealism, education should help students discover and understand these eternal values
through reasoning, self-realization, and moral development.

Aims of Education in Idealism
Idealism emphasizes higher aims of education. These include:
1. Self-realization: Helping a student understand their true inner self and spiritual nature.
2. Moral development: Teaching values like honesty, kindness, courage, and respect.
3. Intellectual development: Encouraging deep thinking, reasoning, and imagination.
4. Character formation: Developing noble character and inner strength.

5. Spiritual growth: Making students aware of higher truths and their connection to God or the
universe.

Idealists believe that the main purpose of education is to develop a complete and ideal human
being.

Curriculum in Idealism

Idealism supports a curriculum that helps in the mental, moral, and spiritual development of the
learner. The curriculum should focus more on humanities and moral subjects than physical sciences.

Key subjects include:
e Philosophy and Religion — for spiritual understanding.
e Literature, History, and Arts — for moral values and imagination.
e Mathematics and Logic — for developing reasoning skills.
e Ethics and Civics — to teach responsibility and good behavior.

Idealism does not reject science but believes it should be taught in a way that leads to ethical and
spiritual development.

Teaching Methods in Idealism

Idealism promotes teacher-centered education. The teacher is seen as a guide, philosopher, and
moral role model. The teacher plays a very important role in shaping the thoughts and character of
the students.

Some important teaching methods used in idealism are:
1. Lecture Method: Teachers explain important concepts and ideas.

2. Discussion and Questioning (Socratic Method): Encourages students to think deeply and ask
questions.

3. Storytelling and Role Models: Teaching through the lives of great personalities.
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4. Moral Instruction: Teaching right and wrong through examples and stories.
5. Imaginative and Reflective Thinking: Helping students think beyond what they see and feel.

These methods help develop the inner and intellectual world of the student.

Discipline in Idealism

Idealism believes that discipline should come from within the individual, not just from outside
control. It supports self-discipline guided by moral and spiritual values.

Key points regarding discipline:
e Students should understand and follow rules by realizing their value.
¢ Discipline should help build a strong and responsible character.
e Teachers must act as role models and inspire students through their own behavior.

e Punishment is discouraged; instead, students should be encouraged to improve through
moral understanding.

Idealism believes that if students are taught the right values, they will automatically behave well and
follow discipline.

Role of the Teacher in Idealism

In Idealism, the teacher is considered the central figure in the education process. The teacher is not
just an instructor but a moral and spiritual guide.

Responsibilities of the idealist teacher:
e To develop the student’s character and intellect.
e To provide good examples and inspire students.
e To help students discover truth, beauty, and goodness.
e To maintain a strong relationship with students based on love and respect.

The teacher must be a lifelong learner and guide students with compassion and wisdom.

Merits of Idealism in Education
e Focuses on values and moral education.
e Helps in the spiritual and intellectual development of learners.
e Encourages deep thinking and imagination.

e Builds strong character and discipline.

e Teachers play an inspiring and noble role.
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Limitations of Idealism
e Too much focus on spiritual and abstract ideas; less focus on practical life skills.
e May not give enough importance to science and technology.
e Over-dependence on the teacher can reduce student’s independence.

e Less attention to physical development and real-world experience.

4. What is Realism in education? Explain its implications on the teaching-learning process and
curriculum.

Introduction

Realism is a philosophical theory that believes that the world is real and exists independently of our
thoughts or feelings. In education, Realism focuses on the physical world and facts that can be
observed and experienced. According to realism, education should be practical, scientific, and based
on the real-life experiences of students. It encourages students to learn about the world around
them and to prepare for real-world challenges.

Meaning of Realism

The term "Realism" comes from the Latin word 'realis’, which means 'actual' or 'real'. Realists believe
that knowledge comes from sense experience and observation. They reject abstract thinking and
believe that education should be rooted in the real world, not just in ideas. This philosophy
promotes objectivity, logic, and practical knowledge.

Great philosophers associated with realism include Aristotle, John Locke, and Francis Bacon. They
emphasized that education should be scientific, rational, and useful for day-to-day life.

Main Features of Realism
1. Belief in a real world: Reality exists independently of our thoughts or feelings.

2. Knowledge through senses: Learning happens through observation, experimentation, and
experience.

3. Scientific approach: Education should promote science and objective knowledge.
4. Practical learning: Education must prepare students to deal with real-life problems.

5. Emphasis on discipline and order: Realism values structured learning and proper behavior.

Aims of Education in Realism
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Realism suggests some important goals for education:
1. Preparation for life: Education should help students survive and succeed in the real world.

2. Development of senses and intellect: Learners should be trained to think logically and
observe carefully.

3. Vocational training: Students must learn skills that will help them earn a livelihood.

4. Scientific knowledge: Education should give importance to science, mathematics, and other
objective subjects.

5. Moral and social values: Students must learn social behavior, honesty, and responsibility.

Curriculum in Realism
In realism, the curriculum is based on practical knowledge and real-life subjects. It includes:
e Science and Mathematics: For logical thinking and understanding of the natural world.
e Geography and History: To study human development and the real world.
e Language and Communication: For effective expression and understanding.
e Physical Education: To develop health and discipline.

e Vocational subjects: Like carpentry, agriculture, or technology, depending on the needs of
society.

Realism does not support over-emphasis on religious or abstract subjects. Instead, it promotes useful
and tested knowledge.

Teaching Methods in Realism

Realist teaching focuses on experience, experiment, and observation. The teacher helps the student
learn through real-world interactions.

Key teaching methods include:

1. Demonstration Method: The teacher shows real-life objects or processes for students to
observe and understand.

2. Observation and Experimentation: Used especially in science subjects to study facts and test
ideas.

3. Field Visits and Projects: Students go outside the classroom to learn from real-life situations.

4. Use of Teaching Aids: Charts, models, videos, and other tools are used to explain topics
clearly.

5. Problem-Solving Method: Students are given real-life problems to solve using logic and
knowledge.

These methods make learning active, meaningful, and long-lasting.
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Role of the Teacher in Realism

In realism, the teacher plays the role of a guide, facilitator, and source of knowledge. The teacher
must have expert knowledge of the subject and should encourage students to think, explore, and
question.

Responsibilities of the teacher:
e Teach facts clearly and logically.
e Use practical examples to explain lessons.
e Develop scientific thinking and observation skills.
e Maintain discipline and order in the classroom.

e Help students become useful members of society.

Discipline in Realism

Realism supports strict but rational discipline. Discipline is important for creating an environment
where learning can happen effectively.

e Discipline should be based on rules, logic, and fairness.
e Students should be taught to follow rules and respect authority.
e Discipline helps students focus on their studies and behave well.

e Teachers should set a good example and act fairly while maintaining discipline.

Educational Contribution of Realism

e Promoted scientific learning and encouraged the development of modern education
systems.

e Brought focus to vocational and technical education, making education useful for life.
e Encouraged the use of teaching aids and technology in the classroom.
e Helped develop a curriculum that is balanced, objective, and practical.

e Supported the importance of facts over opinions and observation over imagination.

Limitations of Realism
e Sometimes gives too much importance to facts and ignores creativity.

e May neglect emotional and spiritual development.

e QOver-emphasis on logic and science can reduce the role of values and imagination.
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5. Describe the philosophy of Naturalism and its educational practices. How does it impact the role
of the teacher and student?

Introduction

Naturalism is a philosophy that believes that nature is the ultimate reality. Everything that exists can
be explained by natural laws. It rejects anything supernatural or spiritual. In education, naturalism
promotes learning through natural experiences and self-discovery. It focuses on the physical world
and believes that education should follow the natural growth and development of a child.

Meaning of Naturalism

The word Naturalism comes from the Latin word “natura”, meaning nature. It is a system of thought
which says that everything in the world can be understood through nature and natural processes. In
education, naturalism says that children should be allowed to grow and learn naturally, without
forced discipline or pressure.

Philosophers like Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Herbert Spencer, and Tagore supported naturalism in
education. Rousseau, in particular, is famous for his work “Emile”, where he described how a child
should be educated in a natural environment.

Basic Principles of Naturalism
1. Back to Nature: The best way to learn‘is by staying close to nature.
2. Freedom of the Child: Every child is born good and should be allowed to develop freely.
3. Learning by Doing: Knowledge should come through experiences, not books.
4. No Forced Discipline: Children should not be forced to follow rules or memorise things.

5. Individual Development: Each child is different and should be taught according to their
nature and interest.

Types of Naturalism
There are three main types:

1. Physical Naturalism: Based on science and natural laws. It believes that only the material
world exists.

2. Mechanical Naturalism: Believes human beings are like machines and everything happens
due to cause and effect.

3. Biological Naturalism: Based on Darwin’s theory of evolution. It focuses on survival, growth,
and natural development.

Educational Aims of Naturalism
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Naturalism gives the following aims of education:
o Self-expression and freedom: Children should express their feelings and thoughts freely.

e Adjustment with environment: Education should help students adjust to the natural and
social environment.

e Physical and mental development: Education should focus on the complete development of
body and mind.

e Learning through experience: Real-life experience is more valuable than classroom learning.

e Character development: Children develop good character by interacting naturally, not by
force.

Curriculum in Naturalism
The curriculum under naturalism is flexible and learner-centered. It focuses on:
e Nature study: Observing plants, animals, and natural events.
e Basic skills: Reading, writing, and arithmetic, but taught through natural experiences.
e Handicrafts and games: For physical and mental growth.
e Arts and music: To express emotions freely.
e Moral and social values: Taught indirectly through natural living and interaction.

Books are not the main source of learning in naturalistic education. Real-life situations are the best
classroom.

Teaching Methods in Naturalism

Naturalism promotes activity-based and discovery learning. The child learns through exploring and
interacting with the world.

Popular teaching methods include:
e Learning by doing: Students do activities to understand concepts.
e Observation: Children observe nature to learn how things work.
e Excursions and nature walks: Taking students outside the classroom to learn from nature.
e Project work: Based on student’s interest and curiosity.
e Play-way method: Learning through games and play.

Teachers should not force children to memorize facts. Learning should be enjoyable and natural.

Role of the Teacher in Naturalism

In naturalism, the teacher is a guide and observer, not a strict controller or boss.
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e The teacher creates a natural environment for the child to explore.
o They do not interfere much in the child’s activities.

e The teacher observes the child’s interests and helps when needed.
o They give freedom to the child to learn at their own pace.

e The teacher should be loving, patient, and understanding.

In short, the teacher plays a silent but important role in helping children grow naturally.

Role of the Student in Naturalism
Students are the center of the learning process. They are active participants, not passive listeners.
e They are free to explore and express their ideas.
e Learning happens through curiosity and discovery.
e There is no pressure of exams or strict schedules.
e The student is encouraged to learn through mistakes and experiences.

e Each student is treated as unique, with their own interests and abilities.

Discipline in Naturalism

Naturalism is against artificial discipline. It believes that children learn better when they are free.
e Discipline comes through self-experience, not from fear or punishment.
¢ Natural consequences of actions teach students what is right or wrong.
e The teacher helps children understand their behavior instead of scolding them.

This type of discipline promotes self-control and responsibility in students.

Criticism of Naturalism
e Itignores the importance of formal knowledge and structured learning.
e It may create too much freedom, leading to lack of seriousness.

e Some argue it does not prepare students for real-world challenges like exams or jobs.
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ONE MARK:

UNIT -1V

1. Q: Who established Shantiniketan?
A: Rabindranath Tagore.

2. Q: What was Gandhi’s basic concept of education called?
A: Nai Talim or Basic Education.

3. Q: According to Sri Aurobindo, what is the true aim of education?
A: Integral development of the human being.

4. Q: Which Indian philosopher focused on "education as the art of self-discovery"?
A: Jiddu Krishnamurthy.

5. Q: What is the meaning of “Nai Talim”?
A: Education through productive work.

6. Q: Tagore emphasized education through which medium?
A: Nature and art.

7. Q: Gandhi’s educational philosophy is mainly based on which principle?
A: Learning by doing.

8. Q: What was Krishnamurthy’s view on discipline?
A: Discipline should be self-imposed and arise from understanding.

9. Q: What type of curriculum did Tagore promote?
A: A broad curriculum including music, arts, nature, and culture.

10. Q: According to Aurobindo, what are the three principles of education?
A: Nothing can be taught, the mind has to be consulted in its growth, and education must
work from near to far.

11. Q: What did Gandhi consider the best tool for character building?
A: Work and manual labour.

12. Q: Which philosopher believed that the teacher should be a facilitator, not an authority?
A: Krishnamurthy.

13. Q: What kind of environment did Tagore recommend for education?
A: A free, natural, and joyful environment.

14. Q: What was the central theme of Krishnamurthy's education?
A: Freedom from fear and authority.

15. Q: What role did Aurobindo assign to the teacher?
A: A helper and guide for the child’s inner development.

16. Q: Tagore believed education should develop which aspects of the child?
A: Physical, intellectual, emotional, and spiritual.

17. Q: What was Gandhi’s view on examinations?
A: He was against rote learning and formal exams.
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18. Q: According to Krishnamurthy, how should children learn values?
A: Through awareness and inner understanding, not through punishment or rewards.

19. Q: What was Aurobindo’s approach to physical education?
A: He supported physical education for overall personality development.

20. Q: Which philosopher founded schools like Rishi Valley and The Valley School?
A: Jiddu Krishnamurthy.

TWO MARK:

1. Q1. What was the main aim of education according to Rabindranath Tagore?
Ans:
Tagore believed that the main aim of education is the all-round development of the child—
physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual. He emphasized freedom, creativity, and learning
through nature to develop a balanced personality.

2. Q2. How did Gandhi view education and work?
Ans:
Gandhi strongly believed that education should be connected to work and life. He introduced
"Nai Talim," which made productive manual work a part of the learning process to develop
dignity of labour and self-reliance.

3. Q3. Explain Aurobindo’s idea of ‘Integral Education’.
Ans:
Sri Aurobindo's concept of Integral Education includes the development of five aspects:
physical, vital (emotional), mental, psychic (soul), and spiritual. He believed education should
help a person realize their inner self.

4. Q4. What was the focus of Krishnamurthy’s educational philosophy?
Ans:
Krishnamurthy focused on self-awareness, inner freedom, and critical thinking. He believed
education should help students discover themselves and be free from fear, competition, and
authority.

5. Q5. How did Tagore include nature in education?
Ans:
Tagore established Shantiniketan in a natural environment. He felt that nature helps in the
holistic growth of children and makes learning joyful and meaningful.

6. Q6. What is the importance of character building in Gandhi’s education system?
Ans:
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For Gandhi, character building was the most important goal of education. He believed that
education without good character is incomplete, and true education must develop honesty,
truth, and non-violence.

7. Q7. What kind of curriculum did Aurobindo suggest?
Ans:
Aurobindo’s curriculum included physical training, emotional development, mental
education, moral training, and spiritual growth. He believed the curriculum should match the
natural growth of the child.

8. Q8. How does Krishnamurthy view discipline in education?
Ans:
Krishnamurthy rejected forced discipline. He believed that real discipline comes from
understanding, not fear or punishment. Children should be guided to be responsible on their
own.

9. Q9. What was the teacher’s role in Tagore’s philosophy?
Ans:
In Tagore’s view, the teacher should be a friend and guide, not someone who imposes strict
rules. The teacher must encourage curiosity, freedom, and creativity in students.

10. Q10. How did Gandhi connect education with self-reliance?
Ans:
Gandhi believed that education should make a person self-reliant by teaching useful skills. He
included spinning, weaving, and craft work as a part of the school curriculum.

11. Q11. Explain Krishnamurthy’s idea of freedom in education.
Ans:
Krishnamurthy believed that freedom is essential for real learning. He felt that a free and
open mind can think clearly, ask questions, and find truth without fear or pressure.

12. Q12. What was the purpose of education in Aurobindo’s philosophy?
Ans:
For Aurobindo, the purpose of education is to help the child discover the divine or spiritual
self within. It should lead to self-knowledge and inner transformation.

13. Q13. How did Tagore promote creativity through education?
Ans:
Tagore introduced music, dance, painting, and drama in education. He felt that creative
activities help children express themselves and develop emotionally and artistically.
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14. Q14. What were Gandhi’s views on teacher-student relationships?
Ans:
Gandhi believed that teachers should be role models and live a life of truth and simplicity. He
emphasized mutual respect, love, and care between teachers and students.

15. Q15. Mention one educational institution started by Krishnamurthy.
Ans:
One famous educational institution started by Krishnamurthy is the Rishi Valley School in
Andhra Pradesh. It follows his ideas of self-awareness and holistic education.

16. Q16. How does Aurobindo’s philosophy develop moral values?
Ans:
Aurobindo included moral training as a core part of education. He believed that moral values
like truth, love, and courage come from spiritual development and inner growth.

17. Q17. Why did Tagore oppose rote learning?
Ans:
Tagore opposed rote learning because he felt it kills creativity and interest in learning. He
supported learning through observation, experience, and interaction with the world.

18. Q18. What is the aim of education according to Gandhi?
Ans:
Gandhi said the aim of education is to develop the body, mind, and soul in harmony. He
wanted education to build character and prepare students for a meaningful life.

19. Q19. What kind of discipline did Krishnamurthy support?
Ans:
Krishnamurthy supported discipline that comes from inner understanding and responsibility.
He did not believe in rewards or punishments for maintaining discipline.

20. Q20. What is the role of the teacher in Aurobindo’s education?
Ans:
Aurobindo said the teacher should be a guide who helps students grow by themselves. The
teacher should not impose knowledge but assist in inner development.

21. Q21. How does Gandhi’s Basic Education promote equality?
Ans:
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Gandhi’s Basic Education gave equal importance to all work and removed differences
between manual and mental labour, promoting dignity and equality for all students.

22. Q22. What was Krishnamurthy’s opinion about examinations?
Ans:
Krishnamurthy opposed the pressure of exams. He felt that exams create fear and
competition. Real learning, he believed, should be free from such stress.

23. Q23. How did Tagore make learning joyful?
Ans:
Tagore made learning joyful by teaching in open spaces, through music, storytelling, and
games. He wanted students to feel happy and connected to learning.

24. Q24. How is self-awareness important in Krishnamurthy’s philosophy?
Ans:
Krishnamurthy believed that education should help students understand themselves. Self-
awareness leads to peace, clarity, and responsible living.

25. Q25. What did Aurobindo mean by "Nothing can be taught"?
Ans:
Aurobindo meant that the teacher cannotimpose learning. The student must discover
knowledge within himself with guidance, not by force.

26. Q26. What are the five parts of Integral Education?
Ans:
The five parts are physical, vital (emotional), mental, psychic (inner being), and spiritual.
Aurobindo believed all must be developed together.

27. Q27. What did Gandhi think about punishment in education?
Ans:
Gandhi was against harsh punishment. He believed that love, understanding, and moral
education were better ways to improve student behavior.

28. Q28. What is the core of Krishnamurthy’s education?
Ans:
The core of Krishnamurthy’s education is freedom, awareness, and learning without fear. He
encouraged questioning and observing life.
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29. Q29. How did Tagore view the aim of education?
Ans:
Tagore viewed the aim of education as realizing one’s unity with the world and nature. It
should help students find truth, beauty, and harmony.

30. Q30. How does Aurobindo’s philosophy relate to spiritual education?
Ans:
Aurobindo’s philosophy focuses on the spiritual side of human beings. He believed education
must awaken the soul and lead to divine realization.

BOARD ANSWER:

1. Discuss the educational philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore with special reference to aims of
education, curriculum, teaching methods, teacher’s role, and discipline.

Introduction

Rabindranath Tagore, a great Indian poet, philosopher, and educationist, had a unique and
progressive vision of education. He believed that education should develop the whole human
being—mind, body, and soul. According to him, true education means the realization of truth,
beauty, and goodness in life. He was against the rigid and mechanical system of colonial education
and proposed a more natural and joyful learning experience. His ideas were practically implemented
in the school he founded at Santiniketan.

Aims of Education According to Tagore

Tagore had a holistic view of education. He believed the aim of education should go beyond bookish
knowledge. The major aims of education according to him are:

1. Self-Realization: Tagore believed that education should help a child understand their inner
self and connect with the universal soul (God or Nature).

2. Freedom and Joy: He said children learn best in an environment of freedom. Education
should not be forced. It should be full of joy and creativity.

3. Development of Personality: Education should develop the physical, mental, emotional,
moral, and spiritual aspects of the learner.

4. Internationalism: Tagore was a believer in universal brotherhood. He wanted education to
promote peace, love, and unity among different cultures.

5. Harmony with Nature: Nature was the best teacher according to Tagore. He wanted
students to learn in natural surroundings, not closed classrooms.

Curriculum According to Tagore
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Tagore believed that the curriculum should be flexible and based on real-life experiences rather than
rote memorization. His curriculum included:

1. Literature, Music, and Arts: Tagore was himself a poet and musician. He gave importance to
the fine arts—music, painting, dance, and drama—as part of regular studies.

2. Nature Study: Learning from nature was central to his curriculum. Students would observe
plants, animals, seasons, and natural events.

3. Languages: Tagore believed in the importance of learning mother tongue, Sanskrit, English,
and other languages to promote global understanding.

4. Handicrafts and Manual Work: He wanted students to be engaged in productive activities
like gardening, pottery, and carpentry to develop dignity of labour.

5. Science and Mathematics: He did not ignore modern subjects. Scientific thinking was
encouraged through observation and experimentation.

Teaching Methods According to Tagore

Tagore rejected the traditional lecture method of teaching. Instead, he proposed innovative and
child-centered teaching methods:

1. Learning by Doing: He encouraged practical work rather than just theoretical knowledge.

2. Activity-Based Learning: Students were involved in creative activities like writing poems,
singing songs, and playing musical instruments.

3. Free Interaction with Nature: Classes were held under trees in open-air spaces. Tagore
believed that this environment made learning more meaningful and enjoyable.

4. No Rote Memorization: He opposed cramming of facts. Learning was supposed to be
through understanding and exploration.

5. Discussion and Discovery: Tagore encouraged students to ask questions and discover
knowledge rather than being passive listeners.

Role of the Teacher in Tagore’s Philosophy

In Tagore's view, the teacher is not a boss but a guide and friend to the student. The role of the
teacher includes:

1. Facilitator of Learning: A teacher should help students learn naturally, not force information
upon them.

2. Inspiration and Role Model: Teachers should lead by example and inspire students to be
truthful, creative, and compassionate.

3. Lifelong Learner: Tagore believed teachers should also keep learning to grow with their
students.

4. Respectful and Loving: Teachers should treat students with love and respect, avoiding
punishment and strict control.
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Concept of Discipline According to Tagore

Tagore was strongly against strict and military-like discipline in schools. His idea of discipline was
natural, self-driven, and based on love and understanding.

1. Freedom with Responsibility: He believed students should have freedom, but also learn to
be responsible for their actions.

2. Self-Discipline: Tagore promoted inner discipline that comes from moral values, not fear of
punishment.

3. No Corporal Punishment: He was against beating or scolding students. Mistakes should be
corrected with love and explanation.

4. Harmony and Peace: Discipline was about creating an atmosphere of peace, cooperation,
and mutual respect.

2. Explain Mahatma Gandhi’s Basic Education (Nai Talim). How does it contribute to character
building and self-reliance?

Introduction

Mahatma Gandhi, the Father of the Nation, was not just a political leader but also a visionary thinker
in the field of education. He believed that the existing British system of education in India was not
suitable for the common people. It focused too much on English, textbooks, and exams, ignoring
practical life and moral values. To bring a change, Gandhi introduced a new model of education
called Basic Education or Nai Talim in 1937, during the Wardha Conference. His aim was to make
education useful, practical, and value-based for Indian children.

Meaning of Nai Talim (Basic Education)

"Nai Talim" means ‘New Education’. Gandhi's idea of education was that it should be rooted in
Indian culture, based on craft work, and focused on self-reliance and moral development.
According to him, education should be given through some productive manual work, like spinning,
weaving, agriculture, etc. He wanted education to be free, compulsory, and given in the mother
tongue from the age of 7 to 14.

Main Features of Basic Education
Gandhi's Basic Education had several unique features:

1. Work-Centered Education: The heart of Nai Talim was productive work or craft. Education
would begin with learning a craft like spinning, carpentry, farming, or weaving.

2. Education through Mother Tongue: Gandhi strongly opposed teaching in English. He
believed that children learn better and express freely in their mother tongue.
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3. Free and Compulsory Education: Nai Talim recommended free and compulsory education
for all children between 7 to 14 years.

4. Integration of Head, Heart, and Hand: According to Gandhi, education should develop all
parts of the child—intellectual (head), emotional (heart), and practical (hand).

5. Self-Sufficiency: Schools should earn their own income through the productive work done by
students. This would make schools economically independent.

6. Moral and Spiritual Training: Gandhi emphasized the teaching of truth, non-violence,
simplicity, cleanliness, and love for all.

Curriculum of Basic Education

The curriculum under Nai Talim was different from traditional systems. It was not focused on
textbooks but on practical life experiences. Major subjects included:

e Craft Work: The central part of the curriculum was a productive craft. For example, spinning,
agriculture, pottery, etc.

e Language: The mother tongue was taught through craft-related activities.
¢ Mathematics: Basic arithmetic was taught using real-life examples from the craft or daily life.

e Science: Basic science concepts were taught through observation and experimentation
during practical work.

e Social Studies: Students learned about society, history, and geography through local
environment and village studies.

e Moral Education: Students were taught to develop good habits, values, and discipline
through stories and role models.

Teaching Methods in Basic Education
The teaching methods in Nai Talim were practical, experience-based, and interactive:

1. Learning by Doing: Instead of lectures and memorization, students learned through hands-
on activities.

2. Correlation Method: All subjects were connected with the main craft. For example, math
could be taught by measuring cloth while weaving.

3. Activity-Based Learning: Teaching was done through songs, storytelling, nature walks,
experiments, and social work.

4. No Corporal Punishment: Gandhi believed in love, care, and understanding in disciplining
children, not punishment.

Role of Teacher in Basic Education
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The teacher had a very important role in Gandhi’s education system. The teacher was not just an
instructor but a guide, friend, and moral example.

1. Skillful and Ethical: Teachers had to be skilled in craft and lead a life of truth and simplicity.

2. Role Model: They were expected to practice what they preached. Their behavior had to be
honest, peaceful, and kind.

3. Close to Students: Teachers had to work closely with students, understand their individual
needs, and build a strong emotional connection.

Contribution to Character Building
One of the most important goals of Gandhi’s Nai Talim was character development:

1. Moral Values: Students learned values like truth, honesty, discipline, cleanliness, non-
violence, and cooperation.

2. Work Ethic: Manual labour taught children the dignity of work and respect for all kinds of
jobs.

3. Self-Discipline: Gandhi believed in self-control and simplicity, which helped students build a
strong character.

4. Service to Society: Through social work and craft-based education, students were
encouraged to serve others and build a sense of community and humanity.

Contribution to Self-Reliance
Nai Talim also promoted economic and mental self-reliance among students:

1. Skill Development: Students became skilled in some productive craft, which could help them
earn a livelihood in the future.

2. Self-Confidence: Doing practical work helped students become confident, responsible, and
independent thinkers.

3. Economic Freedom for Schools: As schools earned income from students’ crafts, they could
become less dependent on outside funding.

4. National Development: Gandhi believed that self-reliant individuals would help build a self-
reliant nation, free from exploitation.

3. Describe the concept of Integral Education as proposed by Sri Aurobindo. Discuss its relevance in
today’s education system.

Introduction

Sri Aurobindo was one of India’s greatest philosophers, freedom fighters, and spiritual thinkers. He
believed that the aim of education is not just to gather bookish knowledge but to develop the whole
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personality of the child—body, mind, life, soul, and spirit. His educational philosophy is known as
Integral Education, which means education of the complete human being. This system of education
goes beyond traditional schooling and focuses on the inner and outer development of a person.

Meaning of Integral Education

The word "Integral" means complete or whole. Therefore, Integral Education means a type of
education that focuses on the complete and balanced development of all parts of a human being.
Sri Aurobindo believed that a person is made up of several parts—the physical body, the vital
(emotions and energy), the mental (intellect), the psychic (inner soul), and the spiritual (higher
self). True education should develop all these parts in harmony so that a person can become fully
conscious and live a meaningful life.

Main Aspects of Integral Education
Sri Aurobindo divided Integral Education into five main areas:
1. Physical Education
2. Vital Education
3. Mental Education
4. Psychic Education
5. Spiritual Education

Each of these areas is explained below:

1. Physical Education
e This includes the training and care of the body.
e A healthy body is necessary for a healthy mind.

e Students should be taught exercise, yoga, sports, good habits, nutrition, hygiene, and
discipline.

e The aim is to make the body strong, flexible, energetic, and disciplined.

2. Vital Education
e This focuses on the control of emotions, desires, willpower, and energy.
e Children should learn to manage anger, jealousy, fear, laziness, etc.
e This helps in building self-control, courage, patience, and positive attitude.

e It also teaches the importance of emotional maturity and moral strength.
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3. Mental Education
e This includes the development of the intellect and thinking powers.

e |t focuses on concentration, memory, reasoning, creativity, observation, and understanding.

e Learning should go beyond textbooks and include critical thinking, problem-solving,
curiosity, and love for knowledge.

e Students should be encouraged to develop an independent and open mind.

4. Psychic Education
¢ The psychic being is the soul or the true self of a person.

e Psychic education helps students discover their inner self, develop intuition, compassion,
truthfulness, and a sense of purpose.

e It helps students live in harmony with others and develop inner peace and balance.

e This is the core of Sri Aurobindo’s educational philosophy.

5. Spiritual Education
e This goes beyond religion and focuses on spiritual growth and higher consciousness.
e It helps the learner connect with the divine or universal truth within.
e It teaches self-realization, meditation, devotion, and the understanding of universal values.

e The goalis to help the individual become a complete and enlightened human being.

Role of the Teacher in Integral Education

According to Sri Aurobindo, the teacher plays a very important role in integral education. The
teacher is not just an instructor but a guide, helper, and facilitator.

e Ateacher should understand the nature of each child and guide them according to their
unique needs.

e The teacher must be a role model of discipline, kindness, and self-awareness.

e The focus should be on helping students grow freely and develop their inner potential.

Methods of Teaching in Integral Education
Sri Aurobindo did not support the rigid, exam-focused traditional system. His methods include:

e Freedom in learning: Children should be given freedom to explore and express.

e Learning by doing: Practical activities, projects, experiments, and real-life experiences.
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¢ Individualized learning: Each student should be taught according to their interests and
abilities.

e Activity-based and value-based teaching.

¢ No force, no punishment — only gentle guidance and self-discipline.

Relevance of Integral Education in Today’s System

In today’s world, students face a lot of pressure, stress, competition, and emotional problems. The
current education system mostly focuses on marks, exams, and rote learning, ignoring emotional,
physical, and spiritual growth. In this context, Sri Aurobindo’s Integral Education is very relevant and
much needed. Here's why:

1. Holistic Development: It helps in the complete development of body, mind, emotions, and
spirit—not just memory and marks.

2. Character Building: It promotes values like truth, peace, discipline, self-control, which are
essential in today’s time.

3. Stress Management: With focus on yoga, meditation, and inner peace, it helps students
manage anxiety and depression.

4. Creativity and Innovation: Encourages original thinking, which is required for modern
careers and life.

5. Better Teacher-Student Relationship: Promotes understanding and personal care instead of
fear and distance.

6. National and Global Harmony: Teaches students to become better citizens and live in
harmony with others and nature.

4. What are the major ideas of Jiddu Krishnamurti on education? Explain his views on aims of
education, freedom, discipline, and the role of the teacher.

Introduction

Jiddu Krishnamurti was a well-known Indian philosopher, spiritual thinker, and educationist. He had
very deep and original ideas about life and learning. He believed that true education means helping a
child to understand themselves and the world around them. He felt that education should not only
prepare students for jobs, but also teach them how to live a free, happy, and peaceful life. His
thoughts focused on freedom, self-awareness, inner discipline, and understanding of life.

Major Ideas on Education

Krishnamurti strongly criticized the traditional system of education, which only focused on memory,
marks, and competition. He believed that such a system creates fear, pressure, and dullness in
students. His educational philosophy focused on helping students grow as free, responsible, and
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intelligent individuals. He said that education should awaken the mind and heart, and lead to a life
of truth, love, and freedom.

He started several schools in India and abroad, like Rishi Valley School and The Valley School, where
his ideas were applied in real teaching practices.

Aims of Education According to Krishnamurti
Krishnamurti believed that the main aim of education is not just to get a job but to:
1. Understand oneself deeply — know one’s emotions, thoughts, fears, and desires.

2. Live with awareness and intelligence — not just collect information, but to observe, think,
and act wisely.

3. Be free from fear and confusion — education should help students overcome fear and live
confidently.

4. Develop inner harmony — bring balance between mind, body, and emotions.

5. Live a peaceful and meaningful life — education should help students grow into kind, honest,
and responsible human beings.

So, the real aim of education, according to Krishnamurti, is self-discovery, inner freedom, and total
development of the individual.

Freedom in Education

Freedom was a central idea in Krishnamurti’s philosophy of education. But he clearly said that
freedom does not mean doing whatever one wants. True freedom comes from understanding
oneself and being free from fear, comparison, and conditioning.

e He believed that students should have the freedom to ask questions, express themselves,
and explore their interests.

e This freedom must be used with responsibility and awareness.

e He said that when students are free from fear and pressure, they become more creative,
attentive, and intelligent.

In his schools, children were given opportunities to grow in a free environment without unnecessary
restrictions or punishments.

Discipline According to Krishnamurti

Krishnamurti had a unique view on discipline. He did not support forced discipline or punishment.
According to him, true discipline comes from self-awareness, not from external control.

e Discipline should not be imposed; it should arise naturally when a student understands their
behavior.

e When children learn to observe their thoughts and actions, they develop inner discipline.
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e Krishnamurti felt that fear-based discipline kills creativity and joy of learning.

So, his idea of discipline was freedom with responsibility, where students learn to live in harmony
with themselves and others.

Role of the Teacher

Krishnamurti gave great importance to the role of the teacher. He said that a teacher is not just a
subject expert, but a guide and friend who helps students grow in all aspects of life.

According to him:
e Ateacher should understand each child as a unique individual, not just a roll number.
o The teacher must have self-awareness and emotional balance.

e Teachers should create an environment where students feel safe, free, and encouraged to
learn.

e He believed that the relationship between teacher and student should be based on love,
trust, and mutual respect.

The teacher must also continue to learn and grow. Only a thoughtful and open-minded teacher can
help students to become truly educated.

Views on Curriculum and Learning

Krishnamurti did not give fixed rules for curriculum. He believed the curriculum should be flexible
and balanced. It should include:

e Academic subjects like math, science, and language
e Nature study, arts, music, and physical activities
e Time for reflection, observation, and inner growth

He emphasized learning through observation and inquiry, rather than just memorizing facts.
Learning should be joyful and connected to real life.

Relevance of Krishnamurti’s Ideas in Today’s Education

Today, students are under stress, competition, and pressure to perform. The education system
focuses mostly on exams and marks. In this situation, Krishnamurti’s ideas are very relevant:

1. His concept of freedom and fear-free learning helps in reducing student stress.
2. His focus on self-awareness is useful for mental health and emotional growth.

3. His view of education as a journey of the whole person is more holistic and human-
centered.
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4. Hisideas promote peace, harmony, and global citizenship, which are much needed in
today’s world.

5. Compare and contrast the educational thoughts of Tagore and Gandhi. Highlight the similarities
and differences in their views on curriculum and teaching methods.

Introduction

Rabindranath Tagore and Mahatma Gandhi were two great Indian thinkers, who gave original ideas
about education. Both believed that education should focus on the overall development of a child —
physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual. They were not satisfied with the British education system,
which only promoted memorization and ignored creativity, practical skills, and Indian values. Even
though both had a similar goal of creating a free and holistic educational system, their methods and
ideas were different in many ways.

Tagore’s Educational Philosophy

Tagore believed that education should be joyful and connected with nature. He emphasized
freedom, creativity, beauty, and self-expression. According to him, the true purpose of education
was to help a child realize their inner self and become a complete human being. He founded Visva-
Bharati University at Santiniketan, where students studied in the open air, close to nature, and
learned through music, art, literature, and cultural exchange.

e He gave importance to imagination, literature, and the arts in the learning process.
e He believed that rote learning and rigid discipline destroy a child’s curiosity.

e He encouraged learning through exploration and creativity.

Gandhi’s Educational Philosophy

Gandhi developed a system of education called Basic Education or Nai Talim. He believed that true
education must be connected with real life, manual work, and Indian culture. His main aim was to
create self-reliant and morally strong citizens.

e He felt that education should develop head, heart, and hand.

e Gandhiincluded craft-based learning in the curriculum, like spinning, weaving, farming,
carpentry, etc.

e He focused on value education, including truth, non-violence, self-discipline, and service.

Gandbhi also believed in mother tongue as the medium of instruction and wanted education to be
free and available to all.

Similarities in Their Educational Thoughts
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Despite differences in their approach, Tagore and Gandhi had many similar views:

1. Holistic Education: Both believed that education should focus on the overall development of
a person, not just academic learning.

2. Connection with Nature: Tagore taught in open spaces under trees, and Gandhi promoted
rural life and learning through real-world experiences.

3. Importance of Indian Culture: Both emphasized Indian traditions, languages, and values in
education.

4. Freedom in Learning: Tagore gave freedom to the child to express and explore, and Gandhi
promoted learning through self-reliant activities.

5. Character Building: Both focused on building moral and spiritual strength in students
through education.

Differences in Curriculum
There were some important differences in the type of curriculum they suggested:
e Tagore’s Curriculum:
o Emphasis on arts, music, literature, and nature study.
o Included foreign languages and cultures to promote global understanding.
o Promoted creative and aesthetic development of the child.
o Less focus on manual labor'or vocational training.
e Gandhi’s Curriculum:
o Centered on productive work (crafts) like spinning and agriculture.
o Aimed at self-sufficiency and earning while learning.
o Gave importance to value-based subjects and community service.
o More focused on Indian traditions and rural life.

So, while Tagore’s curriculum was more artistic and global in vision, Gandhi’s curriculum was more
practical, moral, and rooted in Indian villages.

Differences in Teaching Methods
Tagore and Gandhi also had different ideas on how teaching should be done:
e Tagore’s Teaching Methods:
o Focused on freedom, dialogue, and learning through nature and experience.

o Teachers were seen as friends and guides, not strict authorities.

o Lessons included storytelling, music, dance, poetry, and discussion.
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o Less formal, no exams or punishments.
¢ Gandhi’s Teaching Methods:
o Focused on learning by doing — practical, hands-on work.
o The teacher was a role model who worked alongside students.
o Teaching was based on real life activities and crafts.
o Discipline was important, but came from inner self-control.

Thus, Tagore’s methods were more open and artistic, while Gandhi’s methods were structured
around work, discipline, and moral development.

Their Influence on Indian Education

Both thinkers have had a lasting impact on Indian education:
e Tagore’s ideas influenced many alternative schools and art-based learning programs.
e Gandhi’s Nai Talim influenced rural education and vocational training programs.

e Their focus on value education, local languages, and learning beyond books is still relevant
today.
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UNIT-V
ONE MARK:

1. Q:Whois known as the father of Idealism in education?
A: Plato.

2. Q: Which book written by Plato discusses education in detail?
A: The Republic.

3. Q: What was the main aim of education according to Plato?
A: To achieve justice and develop moral character.

4. Q:What was Rousseau’s famous book on education?
A: Emile.

5. Q: Who said “Education should follow the nature of the child”?
A: Rousseau.

6. Q: According to Rousseau, what should be avoided in early education?
A: Formal teaching and books.

7. Q:Whatis John Dewey best known for in education?
A: Learning by doing.

8. Q: Which philosophy is associated with John Dewey?
A: Pragmatism.

9. Q:Whatis the main aim of education according to Dewey?
A: Social efficiency and personal growth.

10. Q: Who is known as the father of kindergarten?
A: Friedrich Froebel.

11. Q: What educational tool did Froebel invent for children?
A: Froebel’s gifts (educational toys).

12. Q: According to Froebel, what is the aim of education?
A: To develop the child’s inner potential in a joyful way.

13. Q: What role did Plato assign to the teacher?
A: A guide to help students know the truth.

14. Q: According to Rousseau, who is the best teacher for a child?
A: Nature.

15. Q: What did Dewey emphasize in the curriculum?
A: Practical activities and problem-solving.

16. Q: Froebel believed education should be based on what kind of activities?
A: Play and creative expression.

17. Q: What method of teaching did Dewey popularize?

A: Project method.
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18. Q: According to Plato, who should receive education in society?
A: Both men and women.

19. Q: Rousseau believed education should be free from what in early childhood?
A: Social interference.

20. Q: What is the role of the teacher according to Froebel?
A: A facilitator of natural growth through love and care.

TWO MARK:

1. Q1: What was Plato’s main aim of education?
Ans: Plato believed the aim of education is to develop a just and moral individual. Education
should help a person realize truth, goodness, and beauty, leading to a just society.

2. Q2: How did Plato view the role of the teacher?
Ans: Plato considered the teacher as a guide who helps students discover knowledge.
Teachers should help students think and understand through questioning and dialogue.

3. Q3: What is Plato’s idea of curriculum?
Ans: Plato's curriculum included subjects like mathematics, philosophy, gymnastics, and
music. He believed in a balanced education for body and mind.

4. Q4: What is the importance of discipline in Plato’s philosophy?
Ans: Plato emphasized strict discipline to build character and self-control. Discipline helps in
achieving personal and social justice.

5. Q5: What does Rousseau mean by "Education by Nature"?
Ans: Rousseau believed that children should grow naturally without interference. Nature
teaches better than books in early years.

6. Q6: What is the role of the teacher according to Rousseau?
Ans: According to Rousseau, the teacher should be an observer and guide, allowing the child
to learn from experience instead of direct instruction.

7. Q7: What kind of curriculum did Rousseau suggest?
Ans: Rousseau suggested a practical and nature-based curriculum that develops the body,
senses, and mind gradually.

8. Q8: What is Rousseau’s view on discipline?
Ans: Rousseau did not support punishment. He believed in natural consequences to help
children learn self-discipline.

9. Q9: What was Dewey’s aim of education?
Ans: Dewey aimed at preparing children for real life through experience. Education should
help in social development and personal growth.

10. Q10: What teaching method is associated with John Dewey?
Ans: Dewey supported the project method and learning by doing. He believed students learn
best through real-life activities.

CareerStudy.in - North East No. 1 Trusted APP For UG & PG Students




@ CAREER STUDY
The Learning App

11. Q11: What is Dewey’s view on curriculum?
Ans: Dewey believed curriculum should be flexible and based on students' needs and
interests. It should include science, art, and manual work.

12. Q12: What is the role of the teacher according to Dewey?
Ans: Dewey saw the teacher as a facilitator who creates a learning environment and
encourages active participation.

13. Q13: What does "Learning by Doing" mean in Dewey’s view?
Ans: "Learning by Doing" means students should learn through practical experiences, not
just by listening to lectures.

14. Q14: What is Froebel’s contribution to early childhood education?
Ans: Froebel introduced the concept of kindergarten. He believed children learn best
through play and creative activities.

15. Q15: What are Froebel’s Gifts?
Ans: Froebel’s Gifts are educational play materials like balls, blocks, and sticks, used to
develop children’s thinking and creativity.

16. Q16: What did Froebel believe about the aim of education?
Ans: Froebel believed the aim of education is to develop the inner potential of a child
through self-expression and creativity.

17. Q17: What kind of discipline did Froebel promote?
Ans: Froebel promoted loving and natural discipline. He believed that children learn better in
a caring and playful environment.

18. Q18: What is Plato’s "Theory of Justice" in education?
Ans: According to Plato, justice in education means giving everyone a chance to grow
according to their abilities and serve society.

19. Q19: How did Rousseau view the role of society in education?
Ans: Rousseau believed that society often corrupts the child. Education should keep the child
away from bad social influences.

20. Q20: What kind of learner did Dewey focus on?
Ans: Dewey focused on active, thinking learners who solve problems and explore new ideas
through real experiences.

21. Q21: Why is Froebel called the "Father of Kindergarten"?
Ans: Froebel started the first kindergarten and developed playful and joyful methods of
learning for young children.

22. Q22: What are the stages of education according to Plato?
Ans: Plato divided education into three stages: elementary (0—-18), military training (18-20),
and higher education in philosophy (20+).

23. Q23: What is the importance of nature in Rousseau’s education system?
Ans: Nature helps in natural growth and moral development. Rousseau said children should
grow freely in a natural environment.
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24. Q24: What was Dewey’s view on democracy and education?
Ans: Dewey believed education is essential for a democratic society. Schools should teach
cooperation and community living.

25. Q25: What is Froebel’s idea of self-activity?
Ans: Froebel believed that children learn best when they actively do things by themselves,
like playing, drawing, and building.

26. Q26: What is the Socratic Method used by Plato?
Ans: It is a method of asking questions to stimulate critical thinking and help students
discover answers on their own.

27. Q27: How does Rousseau divide childhood stages in education?
Ans: Rousseau divided childhood into five stages, focusing on physical, emotional, and
intellectual development gradually.

28. Q28: What is Dewey’s view on textbooks?
Ans: Dewey didn’t rely much on textbooks. He believed real experiences are more important
than book knowledge.

29. Q29: What role does play have in Froebel’s philosophy?
Ans: Play is the highest form of learning. It helps children express themselves and
understand the world.

30. Q30: What is the importance of creativity in Froebel’s education?
Ans: Froebel believed creativity helps children discover their abilities and express inner
thoughts freely.

BOARD ANSWER:

Q1. Discuss Plato’s educational philosophy with special reference to aims of education, curriculum,
methods of teaching, role of teacher, and discipline.

Introduction

Plato was a famous Greek philosopher and a student of Socrates. He is known as the “Father of
Idealism in Education.” Plato believed that education is the key to building a just and moral society.
According to him, education should help individuals to discover truth, develop character, and
contribute to the welfare of society. His ideas are mainly expressed in his famous book, The Republic.

Aims of Education According to Plato

Plato believed that the main aim of education is to help a person realize their true self or soul. He
wanted education to bring moral, intellectual, and spiritual development. He also believed that
education should help individuals become wise and responsible citizens of a just society. Plato
emphasized on four major aims of education:

1. Self-realization — Knowing one’s soul and purpose.
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2. Moral development — Becoming a good human being.
3. Social efficiency — Serving society with justice and fairness.
4. Promotion of wisdom — Gaining true knowledge through reasoning.

He believed that different people have different abilities, so education should help them find their
right role in society.

Plato’s Educational Curriculum
Plato divided education into two broad stages:
1. Elementary Education (till age 18) — This stage included basic subjects such as:
o Physical education and gymnastics — For body development.
o Music and arts — For emotional and aesthetic development.
o Basic mathematics and literature — For intellectual development.
2. Higher Education (18-30 years) — This was for those who showed great ability and interest:

o Advanced mathematics, astronomy, logic, and dialectics — To train the mind for
abstract thinking.

o Philosophy and reasoning — To understand truth and justice.

At the final stage, only the most intelligent and disciplined students would continue further and be
trained to become Philosopher Kings —the rulers of the ideal state.

Methods of Teaching

Plato believed that teaching should not be through punishment or fear. Instead, he encouraged
dialogue, questioning, and reasoning. He followed the Socratic method, where teachers ask
guestions and students think deeply to discover the answers.

This method promotes critical thinking and active learning. Plato wanted learners to move from
concrete knowledge to abstract ideas. He believed that real knowledge comes from the mind, not
from the senses, so the teacher must help students discover the truth that is already within them.

Role of the Teacher

In Plato’s philosophy, the teacher plays a very important role. A teacher is like a guide and
philosopher who helps students to realize their inner potential. The teacher should:

e Understand the nature and ability of each student.
e Use gentle guidance and questioning to help them learn.

e Be arole model for students in character and discipline.
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Plato believed that teachers should not force knowledge but should encourage the students to love
learning and truth. Teachers must have high moral values and deep knowledge to help build a just
society.

Discipline in Plato’s Philosophy

Plato supported mild and loving discipline. He believed that discipline should be internal, not
external. A student should develop self-discipline through love of truth and goodness. According to
him:

e Harsh punishment should be avoided.
e Discipline should be built through training, habit formation, and moral development.
¢ Gymnastics and music also helped in developing discipline and self-control.

Plato believed that a disciplined mind and body are essential to lead a balanced and good life. He
also emphasized balance between physical and mental education, so students do not become weak
in either area.

Plato’s Ideal State and Education

Plato linked education with the structure of the state. He divided society into three classes:
1. Rulers (Philosopher Kings) — Wisest and most trained individuals.
2. Soldiers (Warriors) — Brave and strong people to protect the state.
3. Producers (Workers and Farmers) — People who work for the economy.

He believed each class should get education according to their role. Only the best minds should go
for higher education to become rulers. This shows how deeply he connected education with social
order and justice.

Relevance of Plato’s Educational Philosophy Today

Plato’s ideas are still relevant in modern education:
e The importance of moral and character education is emphasized in schools.
e The Socratic method is widely used in classrooms and higher education.

e Focus on individual talents and career guidance reflects his idea of educating people
according to their abilities.

Though his strict class-based system is criticized, his focus on truth, justice, self-realization, and moral
development is still valued in today’s education systems.

Q2. Explain Rousseau’s concept of natural education. How does his educational philosophy reflect
in curriculum and teaching methods?
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Introduction

Jean-Jacques Rousseau was a famous French philosopher, writer, and educationist of the 18th
century. He is best known for his book “Emile, or On Education”, in which he described his ideas on
how children should be educated. Rousseau believed that education should follow the laws of
nature and allow a child to grow freely and naturally. His philosophy is called “Natural Education.”
He was one of the early voices against traditional and strict education systems that focused only on
memorization and discipline.

Concept of Natural Education

Rousseau’s philosophy of natural education means that a child should be allowed to grow and learn
in harmony with nature. According to him, education should be based on the natural interests,
curiosity, and needs of the child. He believed that the child is born good, and it is society that
corrupts them. So, education should protect the child from the negative influence of society during
early years.

Rousseau divided the development of a child into five stages:
1. Infancy (0-5 years) — Focus on physical development and senses.
2. Childhood (5-12 years) — Learn through direct experience and nature.
3. Boyhood (12-15 years) — Develop reasoning and observation.
4. Adolescence (15-20 years) — Learn moral, emotional, and social values.
5. Youth (20 onwards) — Ready for family life and responsibility.

He believed that the aim of education is not to prepare the child for a specific job but to prepare
them to live a happy, free, and moral life.

Aims of Education According to Rousseau
Rousseau’s main aims of education were:
e Natural growth — Help the child grow according to their natural abilities.
o Development of senses and reason — Let children observe and discover on their own.
e Moral education — Teach values like honesty, truth, and responsibility.
e Freedom and individuality — Respect the child’s freedom and unique nature.
e Self-reliance — Make children independent and capable of taking decisions.

He did not believe in forcing knowledge but in letting the child learn naturally through experiences.

Curriculum Based on Rousseau’s Philosophy
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Rousseau did not support a fixed and bookish curriculum. He believed that curriculum should change
with the stage of development of the child. In his book “Emile,” he showed what a natural
curriculum could look like:

1. No formal learning before 12 years — Let the child play, explore, and learn from nature.

2. Basic skills through experience — Children should learn reading, writing, and arithmetic only
when they feel the need for it.

3. Nature as the main teacher — Children should observe trees, rivers, animals, and natural
surroundings to understand science and life.

4. Moral education through real-life situations — Children should learn values from practical
life, not from lectures.

5. Craft and manual work — He encouraged learning skills like gardening, carpentry, and
physical work to build character and self-reliance.

So, Rousseau’s curriculum was child-centered, flexible, and based on real-life and nature rather
than textbooks and exams.

Teaching Methods in Natural Education
Rousseau strongly opposed traditional teaching methods like:
e Rote learning
e Memorization
e Forced reading and writing
e Physical punishment
Instead, he supported teaching methods that were:
e Practical and experiential — Children should learn by doing things themselves.
e Learning by discovery — Let students explore and find answers on their own.
¢ Indirect teaching — Don’t give direct answers; let the child ask questions and find solutions.
e Freedom to learn — Give the child freedom to choose what to learn and when to learn.

e Learning through nature — Use trees, animals, water, sky, and other natural elements as
teaching tools.

e Use of objects — Teach counting using stones, shapes using leaves, etc., instead of writing on
a board.

He also emphasized observation and activity-based learning, where children learn by observing and
interacting with their environment.

Role of the Teacher
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In Rousseau’s educational system, the teacher is more of a guide and observer, not a strict
controller. The teacher should:

e Understand the child’s interests and stage of development.

e Create a natural and free environment for learning.

o Allow the child to make mistakes and learn from them.

¢ Not interfere too much, but gently guide and protect the child’s freedom.
e Beagood role model and show patience.

So, in natural education, the teacher helps the child grow naturally instead of shaping them
forcefully.

Discipline in Rousseau’s Education
Rousseau did not believe in external punishment. He believed in natural discipline, which means:
e Letting the child learn from the natural consequences of their actions.

o No scolding or beating; instead, allow the child to understand what is right or wrong through
experience.

e Discipline should come from within the child, not through fear.

This helps the child become responsible and self-controlled.

Relevance of Rousseau’s Ideas Today
Rousseau’s ideas have had a great impact on modern education. Today, we see:
e Activity-based learning
e Child-centered curriculum
e Importance of play and creativity
e Focus on moral education
e Learning by doing
e Individual attention and freedom to explore

Many modern educators like Maria Montessori, Pestalozzi, and Froebel were influenced by
Rousseau.

Q3. Describe John Dewey’s philosophy of Pragmatism. How does it influence the aims of
education, teaching methods, curriculum, and discipline?

Introduction
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John Dewey was a great American philosopher, psychologist, and educationist of the 20th century.
He is best known for his philosophy of Pragmatism in education. Dewey believed that education
should not be limited to memorizing facts or following a fixed curriculum. Instead, it should focus on
real-life experiences, learning by doing, and solving practical problems. His ideas brought a big
change in the way education was understood and practiced around the world.

What is Pragmatism?

Pragmatism is a philosophy that focuses on practical results. It believes that truth is not fixed but
changes with time, experience, and situation. Dewey applied this idea to education and said that
learning should be connected to the real life of the student. According to Dewey, knowledge is not
something to be memorized but something to be discovered and used in real situations. This is why
Dewey’s philosophy is also called “Instrumentalism” —meaning that knowledge is a tool for solving
life’s problems.

Aims of Education According to Dewey

Dewey had a modern and dynamic view of the aims of education. He believed that education
should:

o Develop the ability to think and solve problems

e Prepare students for real-life situations

e Help learners become active and responsible members of society
e Promote continuous growth and development

e Encourage creativity, curiosity, and independent thinking

Dewey did not believe in fixed or final aims of education. Instead, he said that aims must change as
society changes. Education should be a lifelong process and help students adapt to changing needs.

Curriculum Based on Pragmatism

In Dewey’s philosophy, curriculum plays a central role and must be based on the interests, needs,
and experiences of the child. He opposed the traditional subject-centered curriculum and supported
a child-centered and activity-based curriculum. Key features of his curriculum include:

e Learning through activities like projects, experiments, and real-life tasks

¢ Integration of subjects rather than treating them separately (e.g., learning math through
cooking or shopping)

e Social and moral development through group activities
e Focus on problems faced in real life and finding solutions through learning

e  Curriculum must be flexible and practical, not fixed or rigid
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According to Dewey, the classroom should be like a mini-society where students learn by interacting
with others and participating in real activities.

Teaching Methods in Dewey’s Pragmatism

Dewey believed that teaching should be active and democratic, not passive or teacher-centered.
The teacher is not a dictator but a guide or facilitator who helps students learn through experience.
Some key teaching methods based on Dewey’s ideas are:

e Learning by Doing — Students should perform tasks, do experiments, or create projects to
learn concepts.

e Project Method — Students work on real-life problems in the form of group or individual
projects.

e Problem-Solving Method — Instead of just giving answers, the teacher should help students
discover solutions on their own.

e Activity-Based Learning — Physical, mental, and creative activities should be used to make
learning meaningful.

¢ Discussion and Interaction — Students should be allowed to express their views, ask
guestions, and learn from one another.

Dewey stressed that learning should be based on experience and reflection, and not just on
textbooks.

Role of the Teacher

In Dewey’s system, the teacher’s role is very important but different from the traditional view. The
teacher is:

e A guide or helper rather than a boss or authority figure

e A person who creates learning situations and encourages exploration

e Someone who understands each student’s interests and helps them grow
e A co-learner, who also learns and grows along with the students

Teachers should make the classroom environment free, friendly, and open for discussion, mistakes,
and growth.

Discipline in Pragmatic Education

Dewey did not support strict rules or punishment. According to him, discipline should be natural and
self-imposed. When children are engaged in meaningful activities, they develop discipline
automatically. Key ideas about discipline in Dewey’s philosophy:

e Discipline through participation — Involvement in useful tasks builds responsibility.
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o Democratic discipline — Students should have the freedom to express opinions and share in
decision-making.

¢ Understanding consequences — Let students learn discipline by experiencing the results of
their actions.

o Mutual respect — There should be mutual respect between teacher and student.

Thus, discipline is not enforced from outside, but comes from within the student.

Relevance of Dewey’s Philosophy Today

Dewey’s educational philosophy remains highly relevant in modern education. Today’s schools and
educators follow many of his principles, such as:

e Student-centered learning

e Use of projects and real-life tasks

e Importance of critical thinking and problem-solving
e Group work and social learning

e Integration of values and skills with academics

His ideas laid the foundation for modern progressive education. Concepts like experiential learning,
activity-based learning, and life-long education all came from Dewey’s vision.

Q4. Discuss the contribution of Friedrich Froebel to early childhood education. Explain his views on
aims of education, kindergarten, play-way method, and the role of the teacher.

Introduction

Friedrich Froebel was a German educator and philosopher who is best known as the father of the
kindergarten system. He made a significant contribution to early childhood education by developing
new ideas about how young children learn. Froebel believed that every child has an inner potential
that should be nurtured through proper care, guidance, and education. His philosophy focused on
the natural development of the child, and he strongly believed in the importance of play, creativity,
and activity in learning. His ideas helped shape modern pre-primary and early childhood education.

Aims of Education According to Froebel

Froebel had a unique and holistic view of education. He believed that the aim of education is the full
and harmonious development of the child’s personality—physically, mentally, morally, and
spiritually. According to him:

e Education should help children discover their inner self and connection with nature and
God.
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e It should not just prepare children for future life but should help them live meaningfully in
the present.

e The main goal of education is to develop the child's natural abilities in a balanced and joyful
way.

o Froebel believed that education should be self-activity-based so that children can grow
freely and express themselves.

In short, the aim of education is to bring out the best from within the child and help them grow as a
complete human being.

The Kindergarten Concept

One of Froebel’s greatest contributions to education is the Kindergarten system. The word
"kindergarten" means "garden of children", where the child is seen as a young plant that needs care,
love, and proper environment to grow.

e Froebel opened the first kindergarten in 1837 in Germany.

e Inthis system, children are given freedom to learn naturally through play, observation, and
experience.

e Kindergarten is not just a school, but a place where children’s imagination, creativity, and
curiosity are allowed to grow.

e Froebel believed that childhood is a special and important stage of life, and it should be
given proper attention.

Kindergarten education gives children the chance to develop basic habits, motor skills, language,
and social behavior in a stress-free and joyful environment.

Play-Way Method of Learning

Froebel gave high importance to play as a method of education. He considered play as the most
natural activity of children and believed that through play, children express themselves and learn
about the world.

e Play is the child’s work — it helps in physical, mental, emotional, and moral development.
e Through play, children learn to explore, experiment, and solve problems.
e Play activities build confidence, teamwork, discipline, and creativity.

Froebel designed special play materials called "Gifts and Occupations” to guide children’s activities.
These gifts include blocks, balls, sticks, and other objects that encourage children to observe shapes,
forms, and relationships. These activities are the foundation of mathematical, scientific, and artistic
thinking.

So, the Play-Way Method encourages learning by doing and keeps education enjoyable and
meaningful for children.
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Curriculum in Froebel’s Philosophy

Froebel believed that the curriculum in early childhood should be based on the interests and
developmental needs of the child. It should include:

e Activities related to nature, as he believed nature teaches many lessons.
e Songs, stories, games, drawing, clay modeling, and paper folding.

e Hands-on activities using Froebel’s gifts and materials.

e Group activities that promote social interaction and cooperation.

He stressed that the curriculum should not be rigid. It should be flexible and allow children to
explore freely. The focus should not be on memorization but on understanding and creativity.

Role of the Teacher

In Froebel’s educational philosophy, the teacher has a very important but supportive role. He did
not see the teacher as an authority figure but as a guide and gardener, who helps children grow in a
natural and free environment.

e The teacher should understand the needs, interests, and abilities of each child.
e The teacher should create learning experiences that are joyful, engaging, and meaningful.

e Instead of giving knowledge directly, the teacher should encourage self-learning and
discovery.

e The teacher must be loving, caring, and patient, as early childhood is a delicate stage of life.

e The teacher should promote moral and social values like honesty, cooperation, and respect
through stories and play.

Froebel believed that a good teacher must also be creative and imaginative to make the classroom a
happy and vibrant place for learning.

Impact and Relevance of Froebel’s Ideas

Froebel’s ideas were revolutionary for his time, and even today, they are widely accepted in modern
early childhood education. The kindergarten system is now a basic part of school education all over
the world. His emphasis on child-centered learning, play-way method, nature study, and teacher-
student relationship are still followed in many schools.

e His philosophy laid the foundation for modern educational psychology and pedagogy.

e Educational thinkers like Maria Montessori and John Dewey were also influenced by
Froebel.

e Intoday's world, where stress and pressure on children are rising, Froebel’s ideas remind us
to bring back joy, creativity, and freedom in education.
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Q5. Compare and contrast the educational philosophies of Rousseau and Dewey. Highlight their
views on teaching-learning methods and role of the child in education.

Introduction

Jean-Jacques Rousseau and John Dewey were two great educational philosophers who influenced
modern education in a big way. Although they belonged to different centuries and different
countries—Rousseau was a French philosopher of the 18th century, while Dewey was an American
philosopher of the 20th century—their ideas had a deep impact on how children should be
educated. Both believed in child-centered education, but their approaches and philosophies were
different in many ways. This answer explains and compares their views on educational aims,
teaching methods, and the role of the child.

Rousseau’s Educational Philosophy (Naturalism)

Rousseau's educational philosophy is based on naturalism. In his famous book Emile, he explained
that education should be according to the nature of the child. He believed that the child is naturally
good, and society corrupts them. So, education must protect the child from negative influences and
allow them to develop freely and naturally.

e According to Rousseau, education should focus on the natural development of the child’s
body and mind.

e He said that children learn best through direct experiences, not through books and lectures.

e Rousseau divided education into stages and suggested different approaches for each stage,
such as sense training in early years and reasoning in later stages.

Dewey’s Educational Philosophy (Pragmatism)

John Dewey, on the other hand, is known for his philosophy of Pragmatism and Experiential
Learning. Dewey believed that education should be based on real-life experiences and problem-
solving activities. He rejected the old methods of rote learning and discipline-based education.
Instead, he focused on democratic education, where the child learns by doing.

e For Dewey, education is not preparation for life; education is life itself.

e He promoted activity-based learning, where students actively participate in meaningful
tasks.

e Dewey believed that the school should be a mini-society, where students can learn social
behavior, cooperation, and responsibility.

Teaching-Learning Methods — Rousseau

Rousseau was strongly against formal methods of teaching. He did not believe in lectures,
punishments, or strict discipline. Instead, he supported:
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e Learning by natural consequences: Let children face the results of their actions.
o Self-learning: Children should discover things on their own.
e Sensory learning: Children should use their senses to learn from nature and surroundings.

o Delayed education: Rousseau believed that children should not be taught moral and
religious values at an early age. These should come later when the child is mature enough.

So, Rousseau’s teaching methods were mostly passive and nature-based. The teacher only acts as a
watchful guide and does not interfere too much.

Teaching-Learning Methods — Dewey

In contrast, Dewey supported active and experiential methods of teaching. He believed that children
learn best when they do something practically. His main teaching methods included:

e Project Method: Students learn by doing real-life tasks like growing a garden, building
something, or solving a problem.

¢ Inquiry-based learning: Children should ask questions, explore, and find answers.
e Learning through interaction: Group work, discussion, and cooperation are key elements.

e Continuous adjustment: The teaching method must change according to the student’s needs
and the changing society.

Thus, Dewey believed in a flexible, interactive, and democratic classroom.

Role of the Child in Education — Rousseau’s View
Rousseau gave a very central position to the child in the educational process. He believed:
e The child is born pure and must be protected from the corrupt influence of society.
e Each child is unique, and education should be individualized.
e Children should be allowed to grow according to their own pace and interests.
e The child should be free to explore and develop his natural abilities without pressure.

So, Rousseau emphasized freedom, nature, and individuality in the child’s development.

Role of the Child in Education — Dewey’s View
Dewey also believed in child-centered education, but in a different way. According to him:
e The child is an active participant in the learning process.
e Learning should be based on the interests, needs, and previous experiences of the child.

e The child must be allowed to cooperate with others and learn democratic values.

e Education must prepare the child for practical life and social responsibilities.
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Thus, Dewey promoted activity, problem-solving, group learning, and preparation for real life
through education.

Comparison — Similarities
Despite their differences, Rousseau and Dewey shared some common ideas:
e Both were against traditional, bookish, and rigid education.
e Both supported child-centered education.
e Both believed in learning through experiences rather than memorization.

e Both emphasized the importance of freedom and interest in education.

Contrast — Differences

However, there are many differences between the two:

Point Rousseau Dewey

Philosophy Naturalism Pragmatism

Teaching Style Passive, nature-based Active, learning by doing

Role of Child Protected from society Prepared for society

Teacher’s Role Guide, non-interfering Guide, facilitator, democratic leader
View of

) To develop natural abilities in isolation To develop practical skills in social settings
Education
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