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HISTORY OF ASSAM FROM 1228 TO 1826 CE

Full Marks = 100 [ESE (70) CCA (30)]

Unit |

1. Land and People

2. Sources:

a) Literary: Indigenous and Foreign

b) Archaeological: Epigraphic, Numismatic and material remains.

3. Ahom tradition in writing history — Buranji

Unit i
1. Political condition of Assam at the beginning of the 13th century.
2. Origin of the Ahoms

3. Early Ahom conquests and foundations of the kingdom: Sukapha & Suhungmung

Unit I
1. Ahom relations with neighbouring kingdoms: Kachari, Kamata, Jayantia and Koch
a) Ahom resistance against the Mughals: Swargadeo Pratap Singha, Invasion of Mir Jumla, Lachit

Barphukan and Battle of Saraighat.

Unit IV

1. Zenith of the Ahom Rule: Gadadhar Singha & Rudra Singha
2. Moamaria Rebellion: Causes and Results

3. Burmese Invasions

4. Downfall of the Ahom kingdom.

UnitVv

1. The Ahom system of administration.

2. Vaishnava Reformation in Assam: Srimanta Sankardev
3. Economy under the Ahoms

4. Social life of the Ahoms
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ONE MARK:

UNIT -1

Q. Who were the original inhabitants of Assam?
Ans. The Austro-Asiatic, Tibeto-Burman, and Dravidian people were the original inhabitants of
Assam.

Q. What is the name of the major river flowing through Assam?
Ans. The Brahmaputra River.

Q. What type of climate does Assam have?
Ans. Assam has a humid subtropical climate.

Q. Name one major plain area of Assam.
Ans. The Brahmaputra Valley.

Q. What is the significance of the hill areas in Assam'’s history?
Ans. The hills provided natural protection and were home to various tribes.

Q. What is a Buranji?
Ans. Buranji is a historical chronicle written in the Ahom kingdom.

Q. Who introduced the Buranji tradition?
Ans. The Ahoms introduced the Buraniji tradition.

Q. What does the word "Buranji" mean?
Ans. "Buranji" means "a store that teaches the ignorant."

Q. What are the two types of Buranjis?
Ans. Official Buranjis and Family Buranijis.

Q. What is the importance of Buranjis in history writing?
Ans. Buranjis are valuable sources for understanding the political and cultural history of Assam.

Q. Name one famous Ahom Buranji.
Ans. "Deodhai Asam Buranji."

Q. What kind of source is a Buranji?
Ans. Literary source.

Q. What is an epigraphic source?
Ans. Inscriptions engraved on stones and metals are called epigraphic sources.

Q. Name one epigraphic source from Assam.
Ans. The Kanai-Boroxi Bowa Rock Inscription.

Q. What is numismatic evidence?
Ans. Coins used as historical sources are called numismatic evidence.

Q. Which king’s coins have been found in Assam?
Ans. Coins of Koch and Ahom kings.

Q. What are literary sources?
Ans. Written texts like books, chronicles, and manuscripts.
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Q. Name a foreign literary source on Assam.
Ans. Hiuen Tsang’s travel accounts.

Q. Name an indigenous literary source.
Ans. Buranjis are indigenous literary sources.

Q. What is an archaeological source?
Ans. Physical remains like buildings, tools, and artifacts.

Q. Name an archaeological site in Assam.
Ans. Madan Kamdev.

Q. Which dynasty built the Madan Kamdev temple?
Ans. The Palas of Kamrupa.

Q. What do the archaeological sources help us to know?
Ans. They help us understand ancient lifestyle, art, and culture.

Q. What is the time period of the Ahom rule in Assam?
Ans. From 1228 CE to 1826 CE.

Q. Who was the founder of the Ahom dynasty?
Ans. Sukapha.

Q. In which year did Sukapha enter Assam?
Ans. In 1228 CE.

Q. From where did Sukapha come?
Ans. Sukapha came from Mong Mao (present-day Yunnan, China).

Q. What was the main language of the Ahoms?
Ans. Tai-Ahom.

Q. What is the importance of the Ahom Buranjis in Assamese literature?
Ans. They preserved the early history and language of the Ahomes.

Q. Which treaty ended Ahom rule in Assam?
Ans. The Treaty of Yandabo (1826).

TWO MARK:

1. Q. Briefly describe the geographical location of Assam.
Ans. Assam is located in the northeastern part of India. It is bordered by Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya, West Bengal, and Bangladesh. The state is
mainly divided into the Brahmaputra Valley and the Barak Valley.

2. Q. What is the importance of the Brahmaputra River in Assam’s history?
Ans. The Brahmaputra River has been the lifeline of Assam, supporting agriculture, trade,
and human settlement for centuries. It also played a key role in shaping the socio-economic
and cultural life of the people.

3. Q. Who were the early settlers of Assam?
Ans. The early settlers of Assam included Austro-Asiatic, Mongoloid, and Dravidian groups.
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Later, Indo-Aryans also settled in the region, creating a rich mix of ethnic and linguistic
diversity.

4. Q. Mention two important tribes of ancient Assam.
Ans. The Bodos and the Kacharis were two major tribes in ancient Assam. They contributed
significantly to the early culture and politics of the region.

5. Q. What do you understand by literary sources in history?
Ans. Literary sources include written documents like books, religious texts, chronicles, and
travelogues. These sources help historians understand the society, politics, and culture of the
past.

6. Q. Name two foreign literary sources about Assam.
Ans. Accounts of Hiuen Tsang and Shihabuddin Talish are important foreign literary sources.
Their writings give valuable information about ancient Assam and its rulers.

7. Q. Mention two indigenous literary sources of Assam.
Ans. The Buranjis and the inscriptions of the Ahom kings are indigenous literary sources.
These works provide direct information about the region’s history from a local perspective.

8. Q. What are archaeological sources? Give examples.
Ans. Archaeological sources include physical remains such as temples, coins, tools, and
inscriptions. Examples include the Madan Kamdev temple complex and rock inscriptions like
Kanai-Boroxi Bowa.

9. Q. Define epigraphy with reference to Assam.
Ans. Epigraphy is the study of inscriptions. In Assam, inscriptions like the Kanai-Boroxi Bowa
rock inscription help us know about the wars; kings, and boundaries of kingdoms.

10. Q. What is numismatics? How is it useful in history?
Ans. Numismatics is the study of coins. Coins from the Ahom and Koch kingdoms provide
information about rulers, economy, trade, and religious practices of the time.

11. Q. What is a Buranji?
Ans. A Buraniji is a historical chronicle maintained by the Ahoms. It recorded events like wars,
treaties, and administration in a systematic manner and is a valuable source for Assam’s
medieval history.

12. Q. Who introduced the Buranji writing tradition in Assam?
Ans. The Ahoms introduced the Buranji writing tradition. It started during the reign of
Suhungmung, who ordered the official recording of events.

13. Q. Mention the meaning and origin of the word “Buranji.”
Ans. The word “Buranji” is of Tai-Ahom origin and means “a store that teaches the ignorant.”
These chronicles were preserved as official records by the Ahom rulers.

14. Q. What are the two types of Buranjis?
Ans. Buranjis are of two types: official Buranjis and family Buranjis. Official ones recorded
state affairs, while family Buranjis maintained family history and genealogies.

15. Q. How did the Buranjis help in writing the history of Assam?
Ans. Buranjis provide first-hand information on politics, society, economy, and diplomacy of
the Ahom kingdom. They form the base of historical study for that period.
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16. Q. What is the Kanai-Boroxi Bowa inscription?
Ans. It is an epigraphic source located near North Guwahati, believed to be related to the
invasions of Muhammad bin Bakhtiyar Khalji and later conflicts between the Ahoms and the
Mughals.

17. Q. Name a historical temple complex in Assam and its importance.
Ans. The Madan Kamdev temple complex near Baihata Chariali is an important
archaeological site. It reflects the art and sculpture style of the Pala dynasty of Kamrupa.

18. Q. Who was Sukapha and why is he important in Assam'’s history?
Ans. Sukapha was the founder of the Ahom dynasty in Assam. He entered Assam in 1228 CE
and established a powerful kingdom that ruled for nearly 600 years.

19. Q. What language did the Ahoms speak originally?
Ans. The Ahoms originally spoke the Tai-Ahom language, which gradually declined and was
later replaced by Assamese as the court language.

20. Q. Name any two materials used as archaeological sources.
Ans. Inscriptions on stone and ancient coins are two important materials used as
archaeological sources in Assam's history.

21. Q. Why are the Ahom Buranjis unique in Indian historiography?
Ans. The Ahom Buranjis are unique because they are among the earliest systematic records
maintained by any Indian kingdom, showing the Ahoms' advanced record-keeping skills.

22. Q. What kind of information do coins provide to historians?
Ans. Coins provide data about the rulers, dynasties, economic conditions, trade, and
sometimes even religious beliefs of the time they were issued.

23. Q. How do foreign travelers help in understanding Assam’s past?
Ans. Foreign travelers like Hiuen Tsang wrote detailed accounts of places, rulers, customs,
and cultures they observed, offering an outsider’s view of Assam's society and politics.

24. Q. What role did Assam's climate and geography play in its history?
Ans. Assam'’s rivers, hills, and forests provided natural defense and resources, influencing
settlement patterns, warfare, and cultural development in the region.

25. Q. Write a short note on the importance of sources in writing history.
Ans. Sources like literary texts, inscriptions, coins, and monuments are essential to
reconstruct history. They give us factual evidence to understand the past accurately and
meaningfully.

BOARD ANSWER:

Q.1. Discuss the geographical features of Assam and their influence on the historical development
of the region.

Introduction

Assam, a prominent state in the northeastern region of India, is known for its unique geographical
features, which have significantly shaped its history, culture, and society. The natural environment of
Assam, including its rivers, hills, plains, and forests, has influenced the settlement patterns, economy,
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political boundaries, and defense strategies of various kingdoms throughout history. Understanding
the geography of Assam is essential to understanding its historical development from ancient times
to the colonial period.

The Brahmaputra Valley — The Lifeline of Assam

The most dominant geographical feature of Assam is the Brahmaputra Valley, which stretches from
Sadiya in the east to Dhubri in the west. This valley, formed by the Brahmaputra River, is broad,
fertile, and densely populated. The river not only provided water for agriculture but also served as a
natural route for transportation and communication. It played a crucial role in trade and commerce
by connecting Assam to Tibet, Bengal, and Southeast Asia.

Due to the fertility of the valley, early human settlements developed rapidly in this region. Many
ancient and medieval kingdoms, such as the Kamrupa kingdom and the Ahom dynasty, flourished in
the Brahmaputra Valley. The availability of water, fertile soil, and rich natural resources helped in the
growth of agriculture and population, leading to the rise of urban centers and administrative capitals.

The Barak Valley — The Southern Region

Assam also includes the Barak Valley, situated in the southern part of the state. It is mainly
composed of the Cachar, Karimganj, and Hailakandi districts. The valley is formed by the Barak River
and is surrounded by small hills and plains. Though smaller in size compared to the Brahmaputra
Valley, the Barak Valley has played a significant role in the historical development of southern Assam.
It became an important region during the rule of the Dimasa Kachari kings and later during the
colonial period.

Hills and Forests — Natural Barriers and Resources

Assam is surrounded by various hill ranges, such as the Karbi Anglong Hills, the North Cachar Hills,
and the hills of Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya, Nagaland, and Mizoram. These hills served as natural
barriers that protected the region from frequent invasions, especially from the north and east. At the
same time, they limited the expansion of kingdoms beyond certain boundaries, leading to the
development of small but powerful regional kingdoms.

The forests in these hills and plains provided timber, medicinal plants, fruits, and other natural
resources. These forests also served as hiding places during wars and provided shelter to tribal
communities like the Nagas, Kukis, Dimasas, and others, who lived in harmony with nature and
practiced shifting cultivation.

Climate and Rainfall — Impact on Agriculture and Lifestyle

Assam experiences a humid subtropical climate, with heavy rainfall due to the southwest monsoon.
The annual rainfall in some parts of Assam crosses 2,000 mm. This climatic condition made the
region suitable for agriculture, especially rice cultivation. The climate also supported the growth of

tea plants, which became a major industry in Assam during the British colonial period.
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However, the region also suffers from floods, especially in the Brahmaputra Valley. These floods,
while making the soil fertile, often caused destruction of crops and settlements, forcing people to
migrate to safer places. Floods also influenced the pattern of settlement, as people often avoided
low-lying flood-prone areas.

Strategic Location — Gateway to the Northeast

Assam occupies a strategic location as the gateway to Northeast India. It shares borders with
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura, Meghalaya, and West Bengal, and
internationally with Bhutan and Bangladesh. Due to this, Assam became a meeting ground for
various cultures, traditions, and political influences from Southeast Asia, Tibet, and mainland India.

Its geographical position made Assam both vulnerable to invasions and important for trade and
diplomacy. Historical records show that the region faced invasions from the Turks, Mughals,
Burmese, and later the British. The Ahoms, who entered from present-day Myanmar in 1228 CE,
settled in Assam due to its rich geography and later established a strong kingdom that lasted for
nearly six centuries.

Ethnic and Cultural Diversity — A Result of Geography

The geographical diversity of Assam encouraged the settlement of various ethnic groups, such as the
Bodos, Kacharis, Ahoms, Karbis, and later Bengali-speaking people. The fertile plains attracted
farmers, while the hills were home to pastoral and hunting communities. This led to the formation of
a multi-ethnic, multilingual, and multi-religious society, which is a hallmark of Assam’s culture even
today.

Trade routes passing through Assam also brought Buddhism, Hinduism, Islam, and later Christianity
to the region, resulting in a rich cultural fusion. The political history of Assam, therefore, cannot be
separated from its geographical realities.

Defense and Warfare — Role of Natural Barriers

The natural barriers like hills and rivers played a significant role in defense strategies of kingdoms like
the Ahoms. The hilly terrains and marshy lands often confused enemy troops, especially the
Mughals, who failed in multiple invasions. The famous Battle of Saraighat (1671) was fought on the
Brahmaputra River, where the Ahoms used their knowledge of local geography to defeat the
powerful Mughal navy.

Q.2. Explain the different literary sources available for the reconstruction of Assam’s history.
Introduction

The history of Assam is reconstructed using a wide range of sources, among which literary sources
hold a prominent place. These sources, both indigenous and foreign, provide valuable information
about Assam’s political, social, religious, and cultural developments over centuries. Literary sources
include chronicles, religious texts, inscriptions, travel accounts, biographies, and folk traditions. They
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offer detailed narratives of events, rulers, wars, diplomacy, and day-to-day life of the people, helping
historians understand Assam’s past in depth.

Classification of Literary Sources

The literary sources of Assam’s history can be broadly classified into two types:
1. Indigenous literary sources
2. Foreign literary sources

Each type contributes uniquely to our understanding of Assam's past, offering different perspectives
based on their origin and purpose.

Indigenous Literary Sources

Indigenous sources are those produced within Assam, mostly written in the Assamese, Sanskrit, Tai-
Ahom, or Pali languages. They reflect the region’s own version of history, making them crucial for
understanding internal affairs and local traditions.

a) Buranjis (Ahom Chronicles)

The most important indigenous literary source of Assam’s medieval history is the Buranji. These are
historical chronicles written in the Ahom language and later in Assamese. The word "Buranji" means
"a storehouse of knowledge" or "a chronicle."

The Buranjis were maintained by the Ahom court historians, who recorded events like royal
successions, wars, treaties, festivals, and administrative changes. They are known for their factual
writing and chronological order. Examples include the “Deodhai Assam Buranji,” “Kamarupa
Buranji,” and “Chutiya Buranji.” These records help us understand the political and military history
of the Ahom kingdom from the 13th to the 19th centuries.

b) Religious Texts and Literature

Religious texts such as the Kalika Purana, Yogini Tantra, and the Saktism-based literature provide
insights into the religious life, rituals, and temple culture of Assam. These texts also reflect the
influence of Hinduism, especially Shaivism, Shaktism, and Vaishnavism in different periods.

The Bhakti movement, especially through the works of Srimanta Sankardeva and Madhavdeva,
contributed greatly to Assamese literature and spiritual history. Texts like the Kirtan Ghosha and
Naam Ghosa are not only devotional in nature but also serve as social documents reflecting the
reformist movements, community life, and language development.

c) Historical Ballads and Folk Literature

Assamese folk literature, including ballads (borgeets), oral traditions, and legends, also forms a part
of indigenous sources. These help historians understand the life and struggles of common people,
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folk heroes, and regional conflicts. Though these sources may not be historically accurate, they
reflect the collective memory and cultural mindset of society.

d) Inscriptions and Copper Plate Grants

Though primarily considered archaeological sources, inscriptions and copper plate grants often
contain rich literary material. For instance, the Umachal Rock Inscription and Nagajari-Khanikargaon
inscriptions mention rulers, land grants, and religious activities in early Assam. These inscriptions are
written in Sanskrit and early Assamese and offer valuable administrative and cultural information.

Foreign Literary Sources

Foreign sources refer to the writings of travelers, scholars, and historians from outside Assam or even
India, who mentioned the region in their works. Though their accounts are limited, they provide an
outsider’s perspective on Assam’s geography, economy, politics, and culture.

a) Accounts of Chinese Travellers

The famous Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang (Hiuen Tsang) visited Kamarupa in the 7th century CE during
the reign of King Bhaskaravarman. He described the king as generous, learned, and powerful. His
travel accounts provide details on Kamarupa’s governance, religious tolerance, education system,
and social structure. His writings are preserved in his travelogue “Si-Yu-Ki” (Records of the Western
World).

b) Muslim Historians and Chroniclers

Several Persian and Arabic historians mentioned Assam, especially during the medieval period. The
writings of Shihabuddin Talish, who accompanied the Mughal army during the invasion of Assam
(1662 CE), describe the conflict between the Mughals and the Ahoms, particularly the Battle of
Saraighat. His work “Fathiya-i-lbriya” is a valuable source on this war and on Ahom military
strategies.

Other Muslim historians like Abul Fazl in his Akbarnama and Ain-i-Akbari, and Mirza Nathan in
Baharistan-i-Ghaibi, also mentioned Assam in their descriptions of Mughal expeditions and
administrative policies in the northeastern frontier.

c) British Colonial Records

In the later part of the 18th century and the early 19th century, British officers, missionaries, and
administrators began writing about Assam. Works like Francis Hamilton’s “Account of Assam” and
official colonial reports provided detailed information on geography, ethnography, and economic
conditions. Though these writings reflect a colonial mindset, they are valuable for understanding pre-
colonial and early colonial Assam.

Importance of Literary Sources
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The literary sources of Assam offer a multi-dimensional view of its history. Indigenous sources reflect
the internal growth of culture and society, while foreign accounts provide independent observations
and highlight Assam’s interaction with the outside world. When used critically, these sources help
historians reconstruct a balanced and well-informed narrative of Assam’s past.

However, it is important to cross-verify literary sources with archaeological evidence and other
materials to ensure historical accuracy. Biases, exaggerations, and religious or political influences
must be taken into account during interpretation.

Q.3. Describe the archaeological sources of Assam with suitable examples.
Introduction

Archaeological sources play a vital role in reconstructing the early and medieval history of Assam.
These sources include inscriptions, coins, and material remains such as temple ruins, sculptures,
tools, pottery, and other relics found during excavations. Unlike literary sources, which can be biased
or symbolic, archaeological sources provide direct physical evidence of the past. They help historians
understand the political systems, economy, art, religion, and day-to-day life of ancient Assam.

Types of Archaeological Sources in Assam

The archaeological sources of Assam can be broadly classified into three main types:
1. Epigraphic sources (Inscriptions)
2. Numismatic sources (Coins)

3. Material remains (Monuments, sculptures, pottery, etc.)

1. Epigraphic Sources (Inscriptions)

Inscriptions are among the earliest and most reliable sources of historical information. In Assam,
several inscriptions dating from the early medieval period provide valuable information about rulers,
land grants, religious practices, and social life.

One of the most important epigraphic sources is the Umachal Rock Inscription, attributed to King
Surendravarman of the Varman dynasty, dated to the 5th century CE. It was found in the hills of
Guwahati and provides evidence of temple construction and the king’s patronage of religion.

Another key example is the Nidhanpur Copper Plate Inscription issued by Bhaskaravarman, which
records land grants to Brahmins. It gives information on administrative practices, social structure,
and the flourishing of Brahmanical culture during the early medieval period.

Other significant inscriptions include the Guwahati Rock Inscriptions, Dharani Hill Inscriptions, and
several Ahom inscriptions found in various parts of Upper Assam. These documents, mostly written
in Sanskrit and early Assamese, are engraved on stone slabs or copper plates and give insights into
royal policies, donations, and historical events.
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2. Numismatic Sources (Coins)

Coins are another valuable archaeological source that reflects the economic history, trade relations,
and political authority of various dynasties.

The earliest coins found in Assam are cast coins of the Narayan dynasty, discovered in regions like
Goalpara. Later, the Kamarupa kings, Ahoms, and Koch kings issued coins in gold, silver, and copper.

The Ahom coins, introduced during the reign of Rudra Singha, were inscribed in both Assamese and
Persian, showing cultural integration and trade relations with other parts of India. These coins were
often issued to commemorate victories, religious festivals, or coronations.

Coins of the Koch dynasty, especially those of King Nara Narayan, are significant in understanding
the economic conditions and the spread of state power in Western Assam. Coins also help in fixing
the chronology of rulers and understanding trade links with neighboring regions.

3. Material Remains

The material remains of Assam include temples, sculptures, tools, pottery, tank structures, and
fortifications, which provide information on architectural development, religious beliefs, and societal
life.

The Madan Kamdev temple complex near Guwahati is one of the best-known archaeological sites,
dating back to the 10th—12th centuries CE. The ruins consist of stone temples, erotic sculptures, and
decorative carvings, reflecting the rich art and architecture of the Pala dynasty.

Another significant site is Sivasagar, the capital of the Ahom kingdom, which houses several
monuments such as Rang Ghar, Talatal Ghar, Kareng Ghar, and Shiva Dol. These structures reflect
Ahom engineering skills, their love for art and architecture, and their religious beliefs.

The Ambari excavation site in Guwahati has revealed evidence of early urban settlement, pottery,
terracotta figures, beads, and iron tools, dating back to the early medieval period.

Q.4. Critically examine the significance of Buranjis in the historical writing tradition of Assam.
Introduction

Buranijis are historical chronicles that played a crucial role in the recording of Assam's history,
particularly during the Ahom dynasty. These texts, written in the Ahom language and later in
Assamese, provide detailed accounts of political, military, social, and cultural events in Assam,
making them an invaluable resource for historians. While they are significant in preserving the
region’s past, Buranjis also have certain limitations due to their perspective, purpose, and
methodology. This answer critically examines the significance of Buranjis, while also considering their
strengths and weaknesses in the historical writing tradition of Assam.

The Role and Significance of Buranjis

Buranjis are often regarded as the primary sources of historical knowledge regarding Assam,
especially the Ahom rule (1228-1826 CE). These chronicles were maintained by court historians at
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the behest of Ahom kings, serving as official records of the state. The Ahom rulers, understanding
the importance of preserving their achievements and royal genealogies, encouraged the writing of
Buranijis.

The Buranjis offer a wealth of information about the political history of the Ahom kingdom. They
describe the successions of kings, military campaigns, royal edicts, and diplomatic relations with
neighboring kingdoms, including the Mughals. For example, the "Sung Lakhung Buranji" and the
"Deodhai Assam Buranji" provide accounts of the Ahom-Mughal wars, offering details about the
Battle of Saraighat (1671 CE), which was a decisive victory for the Ahoms.

These chronicles also provide insights into the administrative system, social structure, and religious
practices of the Ahom kingdom. They reflect the complex system of governance, where power was
centralized under the king, yet local chieftains and officials played significant roles in maintaining
order in different regions of the kingdom.

Strengths of Buranjis

One of the major strengths of Buranijis is their chronological accuracy. The Buranji writers
maintained a systematic record of events, offering a clear timeline of important political and military
occurrences. This makes them invaluable for reconstructing the history of Assam, particularly in the
context of the Ahom dynasty, which ruled the region for over 600 years.

Another key strength is their first-hand account of the events, as they were often written by court
historians or royal servants who had direct access to the royal archives and participated in or
witnessed the events they described. This gives Buranjis a degree of authenticity that many other
historical sources lack.

Additionally, the Buranjis are an important source for understanding the cultural and religious
landscape of Assam. The chronicles detail the rituals, ceremonies, and festivals that were part of the
royal and social fabric, offering a glimpse into the everyday lives of the people during the Ahom rule.

Limitations of Buranjis

Despite their significance, Buranjis have several limitations. One of the major weaknesses is their
biased nature. Since they were written by court historians, their narratives often reflect the royal
perspective, glorifying the achievements of the king and his administration. The chroniclers were
unlikely to criticize the king or report unfavorable events, which means that the Buranjis often
present an idealized version of history. For example, the defeat of the Ahoms at the hands of the
Mughals, such as during the Mughal invasion of 1662, is sometimes underplayed or omitted in the
chronicles.

Moreover, Buranjis tend to focus mainly on military and political history, often neglecting other
important aspects of society, such as the economic, cultural, and social dimensions. The chronicles
rarely discuss the lives of ordinary people, their struggles, or their contributions to the region’s
development. As a result, they provide a somewhat limited view of the past, centered primarily on
elite and royal affairs.

Buranjis and Their Historical Writing Tradition
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The tradition of Buranji writing is significant because it represents an indigenous form of historical
writing that is rooted in Assam’s cultural and political context. Unlike many other historical traditions
that were influenced by external powers, such as the Persian or Greek traditions, the Buranji writing
style was unique to Assam and developed in the specific context of the Ahom monarchy.

However, one must also acknowledge the evolution of Buranji writing over time. While earlier
Buranijis, written in the 13th and 14th centuries, are relatively brief and focused on the royal
genealogies, later Buranjis provide more detailed accounts, especially regarding military campaigns
and court politics. The shift from the Ahom language to Assamese in Buranji writing during the 17th
century marks a significant change in the linguistic and cultural landscape of Assam.

Q.5. Discuss the ethnic composition and major communities of ancient Assam.
Introduction

The ethnic composition and major communities of ancient Assam were highly diverse, shaped by the
region's unique geographical location, its historical connections with neighboring areas, and its role
as a crossroads for various migratory waves. Located at the junction of the eastern Himalayas and the
Brahmaputra valley, ancient Assam hosted a mixture of indigenous and migrating communities. The
diversity of these groups had a profound influence on the region's culture, society, politics, and
economy, creating a complex tapestry of ethnicities and cultures that have shaped Assam's identity
through the ages.

Indigenous Communities

The indigenous communities of Assam have been integral to the formation of the region's cultural
and ethnic landscape. The major indigenous ethnic groups include the Assamese, Bodos, Koches,
Mishing, Karbi, and Tiwa (also known as Lalung). These groups have traditionally been settled in
different regions of Assam and have contributed significantly to the state's political, cultural, and
social fabric.

e Assamese: The Assamese people are the dominant ethnic group in the state. Their origin is
attributed to the mixture of various tribal groups and Indo-Aryan settlers. The formation of
the Assamese identity was further influenced by the Ahom rulers, who encouraged the
growth of a unified culture and language. The Assamese language, with its roots in the Indo-
Aryan family, developed as the dominant language in the region.

e Bodos: The Bodo people, traditionally settled in the Bodoland region of western Assam,
belong to the Bodo-Kachari group. They are one of the oldest indigenous groups in the
region, with a distinct language and culture. The Bodos are primarily agriculturalists and
have their own traditions, customs, and social organization.

e Koches: The Koches are another significant ethnic community in Assam. They are believed to
have descended from the Koch dynasty, which ruled parts of Assam and Bengal in the
medieval period. The Koch Rajbongshi community, which is a branch of the Koches, is found
in large numbers in western Assam, particularly in areas such as Kokrajhar and Bongaigaon.

e Mishing: The Mishing community is an indigenous tribal group primarily found in the
eastern and northern parts of Assam. They are primarily agriculturists and are known for
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their weaving skills. The Mishings speak the Mishing language, which belongs to the Tibeto-
Burman family.

e Karbi: The Karbi people, who reside in the Karbi Anglong region of Assam, belong to the
Kachari group of ethnicities. They have their own language, Karbi, and have maintained a
distinct cultural identity. The Karbi are traditionally hill dwellers and have a deep connection
with the natural environment.

e Tiwa (Lalung): The Tiwa or Lalung people are another prominent indigenous community,
settled in the central and southern parts of Assam. They are an agrarian community with
their own language, Tiwa, and have distinct cultural traditions related to their way of life.

Migrant Communities and Cultural Integration

Ancient Assam was also home to various migrant communities who contributed to the region's
ethnic composition. These groups, many of whom arrived from other parts of the Indian
subcontinent and beyond, brought with them diverse languages, religious beliefs, and social
practices, further enriching Assam's cultural mosaic.

¢ Indo-Aryan Immigrants: Over time, numerous Indo-Aryan people migrated to Assam,
especially from the Bengal and Magadh regions, bringing with them the Sanskrit language
and Hindu religious practices. These communities played a significant role in the spread of
Hinduism in Assam and contributed to the establishment of Assamese as the lingua franca of
the region.

e Ahoms: The Ahom community, originating from present-day Myanmar, migrated to Assam in
the early 13th century. They established the Ahom Kingdom in the Brahmaputra valley and
ruled for over 600 years, profoundly influencing Assam’s politics, society, and culture. While
they retained their distinct Tibeto-Burman language, over time, the Ahoms became
assimilated into the broader Assamese culture, adopting Assamese as their language and
contributing significantly to its development.

e Bengali Muslims: In the late medieval period, Bengali Muslim settlers from the Bengal
region began migrating to Assam, particularly after the decline of the Ahom kingdom in the
18th century. These settlers gradually integrated into the Assamese society, forming a
significant portion of Assam’s Muslim population.

Religious Communities

Religious diversity has always been a hallmark of Assam's ethnic composition. The major religious
communities in ancient Assam included Hindus, Buddhists, and tribal animists. Hinduism was
introduced to Assam by Indo-Aryan settlers and became the predominant religion over time,
particularly under the Ahom rule. Buddhism, which had once flourished in the region, declined after
the rise of Hinduism but continued to influence certain aspects of Assamese culture. Indigenous
communities like the Bodos, Mishings, and Karbis practiced animism and held deep reverence for
nature, which remains part of their cultural practices.
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Q.6. What is the importance of combining literary and archaeological sources in reconstructing the
history of Assam?

Introduction

Reconstructing the history of any region requires a multifaceted approach, especially when the
available sources are diverse and complex. In the case of Assam, both literary and archaeological
sources provide crucial insights into the region’s past. Literary sources such as Buranjis and epic
texts offer a wealth of information regarding political events, social structures, and cultural practices,
while archaeological sources, including inscriptions, coins, and excavations, provide tangible
evidence of ancient settlements, trade, and daily life. Combining these two types of sources helps
create a more comprehensive and accurate reconstruction of Assam’s history, filling gaps and
providing a more nuanced understanding of the past.

Complementary Nature of Literary and Archaeological Sources

Literary and archaeological sources often complement each other, as each type of source has its
strengths and limitations. Literary sources, such as the Buranjis, written by court historians, provide
valuable information on political events, royal genealogies, and military campaigns. However, these
sources are often biased towards the ruling elite and may omit or downplay the lives of ordinary
people. Additionally, literary sources may be limited in scope, focusing primarily on the period in
which they were written and often ignoring earlier or later historical developments.

On the other hand, archaeological sources, such as inscriptions, coins, and excavations, offer direct
evidence of material culture, which can confirm or challenge the narratives presented in literary
sources. For example, while literary sources may describe a battle or a royal ceremony,
archaeological evidence can provide insights into the physical locations of these events, the types of
weapons used, or the architectural styles of the time. The discovery of ancient tools, pottery, and
coins in various parts of Assam has revealed important aspects of trade, economy, and craftsmanship
that are not always fully detailed in literary accounts.

Filling Gaps in Historical Narratives

One of the most significant advantages of combining literary and archaeological sources is the ability
to fill gaps in the historical record. Literary sources may provide detailed descriptions of events or
figures but may lack information on everyday life, material culture, or even certain political events.
Archaeological evidence, on the other hand, can reveal information about settlements, trade routes,
agricultural practices, and other aspects of life that literary sources often overlook. By cross-
referencing the two types of sources, historians can create a more complete picture of Assam’s past.

For instance, while the Buranjis document the Ahom dynasty’s military successes and the
construction of significant monuments, archaeological evidence has been instrumental in identifying
the locations of ancient Ahom forts, palaces, and temples, providing physical evidence of the
achievements described in these literary works. Similarly, archaeological excavations in areas like
Tezpur have uncovered ancient inscriptions and coins, offering valuable insights into the region's
political history that are not fully captured in the Buranijis.

Clarifying Ambiguities and Correcting Errors
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Another key benefit of combining literary and archaeological sources is the ability to clarify
ambiguities and correct errors. Literary texts are often written from a particular perspective, and
they may be influenced by the biases of the writers or the political agenda of the rulers who
commissioned them. These texts can also contain inaccuracies or omissions. Archaeological findings,
being based on physical evidence, can serve as an objective check on the narratives provided by
literary sources.

For example, Ahom inscriptions from the 15th century may describe certain events, but
archaeological evidence, such as remains of military equipment or battle sites, can provide more
precise details about the actual events. In some cases, archaeological discoveries may even
contradict the information found in literary sources, prompting a reevaluation of historical accounts
and offering a more balanced understanding of the past.

Understanding Social, Cultural, and Economic Aspects

The combination of literary and archaeological sources is especially useful for understanding the
social, cultural, and economic aspects of ancient Assam. Literary sources may describe the roles of
kings, warriors, and religious figures, but they often neglect the experiences of common people,
women, and minorities. Archaeological evidence, however, can shed light on the material culture of
these groups, providing insights into their daily lives, occupations, and social practices.

For example, excavations in Assam have revealed ancient agricultural tools, pottery, and artifacts,
offering a glimpse into the everyday life of the people during the Ahom period. Similarly, coins and
trade goods discovered in archaeological sites provide evidence of Assam’s economic ties with
neighboring regions and its role in trans-Himalayan trade. Literary sources, while often focusing on
the elite and political events, can be supplemented with these archaeological findings to offer a more
holistic view of Assam's ancient society.

CareerStudy.in - North East No. 1 Trusted APP For UG & PG Students




ﬁ CAREER STUDY
The Learning App

ONE MARK:

UNIT-2

1. What was the political condition of Assam at the beginning of the 13th century?
At the beginning of the 13th century, Assam was divided into small independent kingdoms,
such as Kamrupa, Kachari, Chutiya, and Mising, each with its own rulers and administration.

2. Which kingdom was the most significant in Assam at the start of the 13th century?
The Kamrupa kingdom was the most significant in Assam at the beginning of the 13th
century.

3. Who was the ruler of Kamrupa at the start of the 13th century?
The ruler of Kamrupa at the start of the 13th century was King Rudra.

4. What were the neighboring powers influencing Assam in the early 13th century?
Assam was influenced by neighboring powers such as Bengal and the Delhi Sultanate in the
early 13th century.

5. What led to the decline of the Kamrupa kingdom?
The decline of the Kamrupa kingdom was due to internal conflicts and external invasions,
particularly from the Mughal and Delhi Sultanate forces.

6. When did the Ahoms first arrive in Assam?
The Ahoms first arrived in Assam in 1228 CE.

7. Who was the leader of the Ahoms when they arrived in Assam?
The leader of the Ahoms-was Sukapha when they arrived in Assam.

8. Where did the Ahoms first settle in Assam?
The Ahoms first settled in the Namrup region of Assam, near the Brahmaputra River.

9. Which ethnic group did the Ahoms belong to?
The Ahoms belonged to the Tibeto-Burmese ethnic group.

10. What was the main reason behind the Ahom migration to Assam?
The main reason behind the Ahom migration was to find new lands and establish their
dominance over the region.

11. What was the significance of the Sukapha expedition?
The Sukapha expedition was significant because it marked the beginning of Ahom rule in
Assam and the establishment of the Ahom dynasty.

12. Which river did Sukapha cross to enter Assam?
Sukapha crossed the Brahmaputra River to enter Assam.

13. How did Sukapha establish his authority in Assam?
Sukapha established his authority by defeating local rulers and forming alliances with them,
gradually consolidating power.

14. Who was the first king of the Ahom dynasty?
Sukapha was the first king of the Ahom dynasty.
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15. What was Sukapha's contribution to the political structure of Assam?
Sukapha contributed by introducing a well-organized administrative system and establishing
the foundation of the Ahom kingdom.

16. What was the title given to Sukapha after his establishment as king?
Sukapha was given the title of Swargadeo, meaning king or ruler of the Ahoms.

17. What was the significance of Sukapha's relationship with local rulers?
Sukapha's relationships with local rulers helped in forming alliances and integrating various
ethnic groups into the Ahom kingdom.

18. Which Ahom king expanded the kingdom significantly after Sukapha?
Suhungmung (also known as Suhungmung or Swargadeo Suhungmung) expanded the
kingdom significantly.

19. What military tactics did Sukapha use to gain control over Assam?
Sukapha used strategic alliances, marriage alliances, and military expeditions to gain control
over the region.

20. How did Suhungmung consolidate the Ahom kingdom?
Suhungmung consolidated the kingdom by subjugating the Kachari, Chutiya, and other
neighboring kingdoms, expanding Ahom rule.

21. Which neighboring kingdom did Suhungmung defeat to strengthen Ahom rule?
Suhungmung defeated the Chutiya kingdom and annexed its territories.

22. How did the Ahom kingdom expand under Sukapha's leadership?
Under Sukapha's leadership, the Ahom kingdom expanded through the capture of territory
and the gradual integration of various smaller kingdom:s.

23. What was Sukapha’s policy towards the local population?
Sukapha followed a policy of tolerance and assimilation, allowing local communities to
maintain their customs while bringing them under his rule.

24. How did the Ahoms contribute to the development of Assam’s culture?
The Ahoms contributed to Assam’s culture by promoting Buddhism, encouraging local arts,
and building temples and infrastructure.

25. Who succeeded Sukapha as the ruler of the Ahoms?
Sukapha was succeeded by his son, Suhungmung, who expanded the Ahom kingdom.

26. What was Sukapha's approach to administration in the early days?
Sukapha established a centralized administration with local chiefs managing smaller
territories under his control.

27. What role did Suhungmung play in expanding the kingdom?
Suhungmung played a crucial role by defeating external enemies and integrating more
territories into the Ahom kingdom.

28. What role did marriage alliances play in Ahom expansion?
Marriage alliances helped the Ahoms to solidify relationships with neighboring kingdoms,
securing peace and stability while expanding their influence.
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29. What religion did the Ahoms initially practice upon their arrival in Assam?
The Ahoms initially practiced Animism and Buddhism before adopting Hinduism over time.

30. What was the long-term impact of Sukapha’s reign on Assam?
Sukapha’s reign laid the foundation for a powerful and enduring Ahom dynasty that ruled
Assam for over six centuries.

TWO MARK:

1. What was the political situation in Assam at the beginning of the 13th century?
At the beginning of the 13th century, Assam was fragmented into several small kingdoms
such as Kamrupa, Kachari, Chutiya, and Mising. These kingdoms often fought against each
other and were frequently involved in local conflicts.

2. Who were the rulers of Assam at the start of the 13th century?
The prominent rulers in Assam at the start of the 13th century were the kings of Kamrupa,
such as King Rudra, along with other smaller kingdoms like the Kacharis and Chutiyas.

3. Why was Assam politically fragmented at the beginning of the 13th century?
Assam was politically fragmented due to frequent conflicts among local kingdoms, with no
centralized control or unity in governance. The region had been historically divided into
numerous smaller kingdom:s.

4. When did the Ahoms first arrive in Assam?
The Ahoms first arrived in Assam around 1228 CE, led by their leader Sukapha.

5. What is the significance of Sukapha’s arrival in Assam?
Sukapha’s arrival in Assam marked the beginning of the Ahom dynasty, which would go on
to rule Assam for over six centuries, shaping its political and cultural landscape.

6. Where did Sukapha and his people first settle in Assam?
Sukapha and his people first settled in the Namrup region, near the Brahmaputra River,
which provided a strategic location for the establishment of the Ahom kingdom.

7. What was the ethnic background of the Ahoms?
The Ahoms belonged to the Tibeto-Burmese ethnic group, which was originally from the
regions of China and Myanmar.

8. How did Sukapha consolidate his rule in Assam?
Sukapha consolidated his rule through a combination of military conquests, strategic
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alliances with local rulers, and peaceful negotiations that led to the expansion of Ahom
territories.

9. What was the first major victory of the Ahoms in Assam?
The first major victory of the Ahoms was the conquest of the Chutiya kingdom, which
allowed the Ahoms to expand their territory significantly.

10. Who was the first ruler of the Ahom dynasty?
The first ruler of the Ahom dynasty was Sukapha, who established the Ahom kingdom in
Assam in 1228 CE.

11. What was Sukapha’s approach to dealing with the local tribes and communities?
Sukapha adopted a policy of tolerance and assimilation, allowing local tribes and
communities to maintain their customs and traditions while integrating them into the Ahom
kingdom.

12. How did Sukapha manage the administration of his kingdom?
Sukapha established a centralized administration with local chiefs managing smaller
territories. He also maintained a strong military presence to protect and expand his kingdom.

13. What was the significance of the Ahom military system under Sukapha?
Sukapha’s military system was organized and well-structured, with a focus on discipline and
strategic warfare, which helped the Ahoms in their expansion across Assam.

14. What role did Sukapha’s marriage alliances play in his success?
Sukapha’s marriage alliances with local tribes and rulers helped him gain political stability
and peace, allowing him to focus on the expansion of his kingdom.

15. How did the Ahom kingdom expand under Sukapha?
Under Sukapha, the Ahom kingdom expanded through the conquest of neighboring
kingdoms such as the Chutiya and Kachari kingdoms, as well as through strategic alliances
and peaceful negotiations.

16. What was Sukapha's legacy in Assam?
Sukapha’s legacy includes the establishment of the Ahom dynasty, which ruled Assam for
over 600 years, contributing significantly to Assam’s political, cultural, and social
development.
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17. Who succeeded Sukapha as the ruler of the Ahoms?
Suhungmung succeeded Sukapha as the ruler of the Ahoms and further expanded the
kingdom’s territories.

18. What was the role of Suhungmung in the expansion of the Ahom kingdom?
Suhungmung expanded the Ahom kingdom by conquering the Kachari and Chutiya
kingdoms, further consolidating Ahom power in Assam.

19. What was the importance of Suhungmung’s reign in Ahom history?
Suhungmung’s reign is significant because he established Ahom rule as a dominant force in
Assam, laying the foundation for future Ahom prosperity.

20. What role did the Ahom military play in the kingdom's growth under Sukapha?
The Ahom military played a crucial role by engaging in constant warfare, defending the
kingdom from external threats and facilitating territorial expansion.

21. How did Sukapha integrate local communities into the Ahom kingdom?
Sukapha integrated local communities by allowing them to retain their customs, adopting a
policy of cultural assimilation, and forming alliances with influential local rulers.

22. What was the administrative structure of the Ahom kingdom under Sukapha?
The Ahom kingdom under Sukapha had a centralized monarchy with local officials (or
phukans) overseeing smaller territories, ensuring effective governance across the kingdom.

23. How did Sukapha ensure stability in his kingdom?
Sukapha ensured stability by fostering strong relationships with neighboring kingdoms,
adopting a policy of diplomacy, and maintaining a disciplined military.

24. What is the historical significance of the Ahom kingdom's founding?
The founding of the Ahom kingdom marked the start of a new era in Assam, with long-
lasting political unity and cultural development that lasted for over 600 years.

25. What was the role of Sukapha in shaping the future of Assam?
Sukapha’s role in shaping the future of Assam was pivotal, as his leadership and policies laid
the foundation for the Ahom kingdom, which would become one of the most powerful
dynasties in Northeast India.

BOARD ANSWER:
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1. Discuss the political condition of Assam at the beginning of the 13th century.
Answer:

At the beginning of the 13th century, Assam's political condition was marked by fragmentation and
lack of centralized power. The region was divided into several small kingdoms and tribal territories,
each ruled by local dynasties. These kingdoms were often involved in internal conflicts, with no
strong central authority to unify the region. This fragmentation contributed to instability, making
Assam vulnerable to external threats.

1. Fragmentation of Political Power: At the start of the 13th century, Assam was not a unified
political entity. The region was dominated by a series of small kingdoms, each with its own ruler and
political structure. Some of the prominent kingdoms included Kamrupa, Chutiya, Kachari, and
Mising. These kingdoms were often in conflict with each other over territory, resources, and control,
leading to a constant state of warfare. The absence of a central governing body meant that Assam
lacked political cohesion.

2. The Decline of Kamrupa: The Kamrupa kingdom, once a powerful and influential state in Assam,
had started to decline by the early 13th century. Kamrupa had a rich history and was known for its
influence over a wide region, including parts of present-day Assam, Bengal, and Bhutan. However, by
the 1200s, Kamrupa's authority had weakened, and the kingdom was no longer the dominant
political force in the region. This decline left a vacuum, further contributing to Assam's political
instability.

3. Other Smaller Kingdoms and Tribal States: In addition to Kamrupa, other small kingdoms, such as
the Chutiya and Kachari kingdoms, were also important players in the region’s politics. The Chutiya
kingdom was located in the eastern part of Assam and had a strong military presence. The Kachari
kingdom ruled over the northern parts of Assam and had significant territorial disputes with its
neighbors. Both kingdoms, while powerful in their own right, were not capable of unifying the region
under a single central authority.

4. Lack of Political Unity: There was no centralized or coordinated effort to bring all the kingdoms
and tribes of Assam together. The absence of political unity meant that the region was divided into
many independent states, each focusing on its own interests. This division also led to frequent
conflicts and territorial disputes between these kingdoms, hindering the social, economic, and
cultural development of the region. Different regions of Assam developed in isolation from one
another, resulting in diverse cultural practices and traditions, which made it difficult to establish a
unified identity for the people of Assam.

5. The Arrival of the Ahoms: In 1228 CE, the Ahoms, led by Sukapha, arrived in Assam. The Ahoms
were originally from the Tibeto-Burmese region and migrated southwards to establish their kingdom
in Assam. They found the region politically fragmented and full of internal conflicts. This situation,
however, presented an opportunity for Sukapha and the Ahoms to establish a new centralized
political entity.

6. Sukapha’s Role in Unification: Sukapha, with his military acumen and diplomatic skills, sought to
consolidate power in Assam. He first settled in Namrup, a region in modern-day Assam, and
gradually expanded his control over the surrounding areas. Sukapha used a combination of military
conquest, diplomacy, and alliances with local tribes and kingdoms to establish the Ahom kingdom.
Under Sukapha's leadership, the Ahoms were able to integrate various smaller kingdoms into a more
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centralized political structure, which laid the foundation for the growth and stability of the Ahom
dynasty in Assam.

2. Explain the origin of the Ahoms and their arrival in Assam.
Answer:

The origin of the Ahoms and their arrival in Assam is a significant chapter in the history of Assam.
Their migration and establishment of the Ahom kingdom in Assam had lasting political, social, and
cultural consequences for the region. The Ahoms, who were originally from the Tibeto-Burmese
region, played a crucial role in shaping the history of Assam from the 13th century onwards.

1. The Ahoms’ Origin in Southeast Asia: The Ahoms were originally part of the larger Tibeto-
Burmese ethnolinguistic group, whose ancestors hailed from the southeastern regions of Asia,
specifically the Tungting mountain region in what is now Myanmar (Burma). They were part of the
Shan people, who are believed to have been migrants from the Mongolian and Chinese regions. The
Ahoms’ ancestors were known for their military prowess and strategic intelligence, which made them
formidable warriors. This heritage would play an essential role in their future conquests and
expansion in Assam.

The Ahoms were a semi-nomadic tribal community that initially settled in the Shan Plateau in
Southeast Asia. Over time, the Ahoms, like many of the ethnic groups in the region, began migrating
towards the northeastern parts of the Indian subcontinent due to changing political conditions in
their homeland. They were driven by the desire for new territories, opportunities for expansion, and
the need to find better living conditions.

2. Migration and Entry into Assam: Around 1228 CE, a leader named Sukapha, considered the first
ruler of the Ahom dynasty, led a large group of Ahom people from their homeland in Southeast Asia
to Assam. The Ahoms chose to migrate through the Patkai Range, a natural barrier between
Myanmar and Assam. Sukapha’s journey to Assam was marked by a series of challenges, including
harsh natural terrain, difficult climate, and encounters with various local tribes and kingdoms.

Sukapha’s migration was initially not a military conquest, but rather an exploration and settlement
for better opportunities. After reaching the region of Namrup in eastern Assam, the Ahoms decided
to settle and establish their kingdom. They initially faced challenges from the local kingdoms of
Assam, including the Chutiya and Kachari kingdoms, as well as other indigenous tribes. However,
Sukapha's leadership, diplomacy, and military strategies helped him secure a place for the Ahoms in
Assam.

3. The Establishment of the Ahom Kingdom: Upon their arrival in Assam, Sukapha and his people
established their first settlement near Namrup in the present-day Dibrugarh district of Assam.
Sukapha recognized the political disunity in Assam and seized the opportunity to carve out a new
kingdom for his people. Initially, the Ahoms allied with the Chutiya kingdom but later began asserting
their own dominance in the region.

Sukapha's efforts to establish a stable kingdom involved assimilating with the local tribes and
kingdoms. He married into the local Mishing tribe and allied with other groups to secure a foothold
in the region. The Ahoms also adopted several local customs and traditions, which helped them

integrate with the native Assamese population and gain the support of local rulers.
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4, Early Conflicts and Diplomacy: After settling in Assam, the Ahoms faced numerous challenges
from the neighboring kingdoms, particularly the Chutiya kingdom in the east and the Kachari
kingdom in the north. The Ahoms, led by Sukapha’s successors, engaged in several military
campaigns and diplomatic negotiations to expand their territory and assert their authority.

One of the key factors behind the success of the Ahoms in establishing their kingdom was their
military organization. The Ahoms were skilled in warfare, particularly in guerrilla tactics, which
allowed them to defeat larger and better-established kingdoms. They also introduced a new military
system, including the Buranji record-keeping system, which documented military campaigns, making
them well-prepared for future conflicts.

5. The Role of Sukapha: Sukapha, who was initially a tribal chief, laid the foundation of what would
become one of the longest and most influential dynasties in Assam’s history. He implemented a
system of governance that helped stabilize the region, fostered alliances, and promoted the
integration of various communities. Sukapha’s leadership and foresight ensured the success of the
Ahoms in Assam, which would lead to the establishment of the Ahom kingdom that would last for
over 600 years.

6. Conclusion: The arrival of the Ahoms in Assam marked the beginning of a new era in the region’s
history. The Ahoms, originally from the Tibeto-Burmese region of Southeast Asia, found a place for
themselves in Assam after a challenging migration under the leadership of Sukapha. Their
assimilation into the local culture, along with their military expertise, helped them establish a
kingdom that would play a dominant role in Assam’s political landscape for centuries to come. The
Ahom kingdom’s success was not only due to military prowess but also due to the strategic alliances
and diplomatic efforts made by Sukapha and his successors, setting the stage for the political and
cultural development of Assam.

3. Analyze the early conquests and foundation of the Ahom kingdom under Sukapha.
Answer:

The establishment of the Ahom kingdom in Assam under the leadership of Sukapha marked a
significant chapter in the region’s history. The early conquests and strategic decisions made by
Sukapha laid the foundation for the Ahom dynasty, which would endure for over 600 years.
Sukapha’s leadership, military acumen, and diplomatic skills were key to the early success of the
Ahoms in Assam.

1. The Early Migration and Settlement:

Sukapha, originally a ruler of the Tibeto-Burmese region in Southeast Asia, led the Ahoms to Assam
around 1228 CE. He and his people migrated across the Patkai Hills, a natural barrier between
Myanmar (Burma) and Assam. The Ahoms initially faced difficulties in settling in Assam due to the
presence of established kingdoms and tribal groups. However, Sukapha, recognizing the political
fragmentation of Assam, saw an opportunity for the Ahoms to establish a powerful kingdom.

Sukapha and his people initially settled near the present-day Namrup region, located in the upper
Brahmaputra Valley in Assam. This was the starting point for the consolidation of Ahom power in the
region. While the Ahoms initially had to contend with local tribes and other kingdoms, Sukapha’s
leadership set the stage for expansion and integration.

2. Early Diplomatic Alliances:
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Upon their arrival in Assam, the Ahoms faced resistance from the local rulers, including the Chutiya
and Kachari kingdoms. However, Sukapha’s diplomatic approach helped him gain alliances with local
tribal groups and rulers. One notable alliance was with the Mishing tribe, with whom Sukapha forged
a marriage alliance. By integrating with the local population, Sukapha ensured that the Ahoms would
not face constant resistance from the indigenous people.

These early diplomatic measures were crucial in helping the Ahoms maintain peaceful relations with
the local population while expanding their control. Sukapha's ability to balance diplomacy with
military action allowed him to establish a foothold in Assam without being completely overwhelmed
by the local kingdoms.

3. Military Conquests:

Sukapha’s military conquests were central to the expansion of the Ahom kingdom. After securing a
foothold in Namrup, Sukapha began a series of military campaigns to expand his territory. The
Chutiya kingdom, located in the eastern part of Assam, became one of the first targets of the Ahom
expansion. Sukapha’s military strategy was marked by well-planned campaigns that utilized the
Ahoms’ knowledge of the terrain and guerilla tactics.

In the early years of their settlement, the Ahoms had to face numerous challenges from local
kingdoms that were protective of their territories. However, Sukapha’s military victories gradually
enabled the Ahoms to annex several regions and consolidate power. Over time, the Ahoms gained
control over large parts of Upper Assam.

The Chutiya kingdom was one of the most significant early conquests. In 1253 CE, Sukapha's
successor, Suhungmung, known as Suhungmung Phukan, was able to defeat the Chutiya forces and
annex the territory into the growing Ahom kingdom. This victory was pivotal in solidifying the Ahom
presence in eastern Assam and opened the way for further expansion.

4. Establishment of the Ahom Kingdom:

The success of the early conquests allowed Sukapha to establish a stable political structure in Assam.
Sukapha implemented a system of governance that integrated the Ahoms with the local Assamese
culture, which helped consolidate his rule. He introduced the Buranji (chronicles) as a way of
documenting the history of the Ahoms, which would become a key feature of the kingdom’s record-
keeping tradition.

Sukapha’s leadership also saw the beginning of the Ahom administrative system, which included the
division of the kingdom into fiefs or mukhs, each of which was managed by a local chieftain who
reported to the central authority. This system allowed for efficient governance and control over the
vast territories under Ahom rule.

5. Succession and Expansion under Sukapha’s Successors:

Although Sukapha laid the foundation of the Ahom kingdom, his successors, especially Suhungmung,
expanded the kingdom further. The territory of the Ahom kingdom grew steadily over the years, with
the Ahoms extending their influence into Central Assam, Lower Assam, and eventually Bengal.
Sukapha’s early conquests, coupled with the consolidation efforts of his successors, ensured the
establishment of a powerful and enduring kingdom in Assam.

6. Conclusion:
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The early conquests and foundation of the Ahom kingdom under Sukapha were marked by a
combination of military strategy, diplomacy, and careful consolidation. Sukapha’s leadership enabled
the Ahoms to establish a strong foothold in Assam, despite the region's fragmented political
landscape. Through his successful conquests, Sukapha expanded the Ahom territory and established
a lasting kingdom that would thrive for centuries. His ability to integrate local customs and alliances
into the kingdom’s structure was crucial in the Ahoms’ long-term success in Assam. The Ahom
kingdom, under Sukapha and his successors, would go on to dominate Assam for more than 600
years, shaping the region’s political and cultural identity.

4. What were the major achievements of Sukapha in establishing the Ahom kingdom?
Answer:

Sukapha, the first Ahom king, is widely regarded as the founder of the Ahom kingdom in Assam. His
leadership, military acumen, and diplomatic strategies laid the foundation for what would become
one of the most enduring kingdoms in Indian history. Sukapha’s achievements in establishing the
Ahom kingdom are multifaceted and include political consolidation, territorial expansion, social
integration, and the establishment of a robust administrative system. Below is a detailed analysis of
Sukapha’s major achievements.

1. Establishment of the Ahom Kingdom in Assam

One of Sukapha’s greatest achievements was the establishment of the Ahom kingdom in Assam.
Sukapha, originally from the Mong Mao region (in present-day Myanmar), arrived in Assam around
1228 CE with his people. They settled in the Brahmaputra Valley, an area already inhabited by
various indigenous tribes and other established kingdoms. Despite facing local resistance, Sukapha’s
leadership, strategic alliances, and military prowess enabled the Ahoms to carve out a kingdom in
the heart of Assam.

The Ahoms, initially settling in the Namrup region, gradually extended their territorial control over
the upper Brahmaputra Valley, which laid the foundation for the future expansion of the kingdom.
By establishing this stronghold, Sukapha secured the region for the Ahoms, which would later
become their power base.

2. Successful Military Campaigns and Conquests

Sukapha’s military achievements were critical in the expansion of the Ahom kingdom. Upon arriving
in Assam, Sukapha faced a fragmented political environment, where several indigenous tribes and
kingdoms were vying for control. Sukapha embarked on several military campaigns to assert Ahom
dominance in the region.

One of his early military campaigns was against the Chutiya kingdom, which controlled a significant
portion of eastern Assam. Despite being outnumbered, Sukapha used his military strategy and
knowledge of the terrain to defeat the Chutiya forces. His victory over the Chutiyas allowed him to
expand Ahom territory significantly. The defeat of the Chutiya kingdom marked the beginning of the
Ahom's dominance in eastern Assam.

Sukapha’s military victories also involved conquering the Kachari and other smaller kingdoms. By the
time of his death, the Ahom kingdom had expanded considerably, establishing its supremacy in the
upper Brahmaputra Valley. His strategic military conquests helped lay the foundation for the Ahom
kingdom’s future expansion.
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3. Establishment of a Strong Political System

Another key achievement of Sukapha was the establishment of an effective political system. Sukapha
instituted a governance structure that enabled the kingdom to function smoothly. He divided the
kingdom into mukhs or administrative units, each headed by a mukhia (chief). This system allowed
Sukapha to delegate authority to local chieftains while maintaining overall control, ensuring stability
in the kingdom.

Furthermore, Sukapha encouraged a system of hereditary governance, where positions of power
were passed down through families within the Ahom nobility. This helped maintain political
continuity and fostered loyalty within the kingdom.

4. Integration with Local Tribes and Communities

Sukapha’s ability to integrate with the indigenous communities of Assam played a crucial role in the
establishment of the Ahom kingdom. He made strategic alliances with the local tribes, such as the
Mishing tribe, by marrying into their families. These alliances helped Sukapha secure the loyalty of
local communities and gain their support in his military campaigns.

The integration of local tribes into the Ahom political system was essential for maintaining peace and
stability. Sukapha’s policy of cooperation and coexistence with the indigenous population was
instrumental in ensuring that the Ahoms were not viewed as foreign invaders, but rather as
legitimate rulers of the land.

5. Creation of a Unique Cultural Identity

Sukapha’s reign also saw the emergence of a unique Ahom cultural identity. The Ahoms, though
originally from the Mongolian and Tibeto-Burmese region, began adopting many aspects of
Assamese culture. This cultural integration helped Sukapha forge strong bonds with the local
population and ensured that the Ahom kingdom became an integral part of Assam’s historical and
cultural fabric.

Under Sukapha’s leadership, the Ahoms embraced the Assamese language, religion, and traditions.
The Buranji system of writing history, which Sukapha introduced, became an important part of
Assamese culture. Sukapha’s policies also encouraged the development of Assamese arts, literature,
and architectural styles.

6. Establishment of a Strong Economic Base

Sukapha also made significant contributions to the economic development of the Ahom kingdom. By
establishing control over fertile lands, rivers, and trade routes, Sukapha ensured the economic
prosperity of the kingdom. The fertile lands of the Brahmaputra Valley provided agricultural wealth,
while the rivers facilitated trade and communication.

Moreover, Sukapha encouraged the establishment of trade relations with neighboring regions,
including Myanmar and Tibet. These trade connections enriched the kingdom and contributed to its
growing power. Sukapha’s economic policies laid the groundwork for the prosperity that the Ahom
kingdom would enjoy in the coming centuries.

5. Describe the reign of Suhungmung and its significance in the expansion of the Ahom
kingdom.
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Answer:

Suhungmung, also known as Suhungmung Bar Phukan, was the 15th king of the Ahom dynasty, who
ruled Assam from 1497 to 1539 CE. His reign is considered one of the most significant periods in the
history of the Ahom kingdom. Suhungmung's rule is characterized by military expansion,
consolidation of power, and reforms that strengthened the political and administrative framework of
the kingdom. He played a pivotal role in the expansion of the Ahom kingdom, both territorially and
culturally.

1. Military Expansion and Conquests

Suhungmung’s reign marked a period of intense military activity and territorial expansion for the
Ahom kingdom. He initiated several successful military campaigns, which greatly expanded the
kingdom's boundaries and enhanced its influence in the region. One of the most notable
achievements of his reign was his successful campaigns against the Chutiya and Kachari kingdoms.

The Chutiya kingdom, which was located to the east of the Ahom kingdom, had been a traditional
rival of the Ahoms. Under Suhungmung's leadership, the Ahoms launched a decisive military
campaign against the Chutiyas, culminating in their complete defeat and annexation of the Chutiya
kingdom. This victory significantly expanded the Ahom kingdom’s territory in eastern Assam,
bringing fertile lands and strategic river routes under Ahom control. The Chutiya region's annexation
also helped secure the kingdom's eastern frontier.

Similarly, Suhungmung’s campaigns against the Kachari kingdom in the western part of Assam
further increased Ahom influence. The defeat and annexation of the Kachari kingdom added valuable
agricultural land and resources to the Ahom domain. These military victories helped establish the
Ahoms as the undisputed rulers of the Brahmaputra Valley.

2. Political Consolidation and Internal Reforms

Apart from military conquests, Suhungmung also focused on internal consolidation and governance
reforms. He strengthened the Ahom political system by reinforcing the mukhia system, where the
kingdom was divided into administrative units, each governed by a chief, who reported directly to
the king. This decentralized system helped ensure the smooth functioning of the administration and
maintained the loyalty of local chieftains, which was crucial for the stability of the kingdom.

Suhungmung also introduced reforms in the military system. He encouraged the recruitment of
Burman and Chutiya soldiers into the Ahom army, integrating them into the military structure. This
helped diversify the Ahom army and brought in new military techniques and strategies. The king's
efforts in strengthening the military contributed significantly to the kingdom’s ability to defend its
borders and launch successful campaigns of expansion.

3. Strengthening of the Ahom Culture and Religion

Suhungmung’s reign is also notable for its impact on the cultural and religious landscape of the
Ahom kingdom. He promoted the worship of the Ahom royal gods and fostered a close connection
between the monarchy and the religious institutions of the kingdom. During his rule, Suhungmung
was instrumental in patronizing various religious rituals and festivals that solidified the Ahom
kingdom’s identity.

Additionally, Suhungmung's reign saw the reinforcement of the Ahom state religion, which was a

blend of Tai animism and later influenced by Hinduism. The king’s active support for the construction
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of temples and religious sites helped integrate Hindu religious practices within the Ahom cultural
framework, which contributed to the kingdom's unity.

4. Economic Prosperity and Infrastructure Development

Suhungmung's military conquests and administrative reforms also had significant economic
implications. The annexation of new territories, particularly those of the Chutiyas and Kacharis,
enriched the Ahom kingdom with agricultural wealth, strategic river routes, and natural resources.
The fertile lands brought under Ahom rule contributed to the kingdom’s agricultural output, which in
turn supported the population growth and economic prosperity.

Furthermore, Suhungmung took measures to promote infrastructure development in the kingdom.
The construction of roads, bridges, and irrigation systems helped facilitate trade and communication
between different parts of the kingdom, contributing to the overall growth of the economy.

5. Diplomatic Relations and Foreign Policy

Suhungmung was also a skilled diplomat. He maintained relations with neighboring kingdoms and
states to ensure the security and stability of the Ahom kingdom. His diplomacy extended to the
Mughals, with whom he managed to maintain a delicate balance between cooperation and
competition. Suhungmung’s foreign policy was characterized by pragmatism, as he understood the
importance of balancing military strength with diplomatic engagement.

His efforts to ensure the stability of the Ahom kingdom through diplomatic means allowed the
Ahoms to focus on internal consolidation and cultural development without constant external
threats. The relationship with neighboring kingdoms, particularly the Mughals, also helped the
Ahoms in acquiring new military technologies, which further strengthened their position.

6. Legacy and Significance

Suhungmung's reign left a lasting legacy in the history of Assam. His successful military conquests,
administrative reforms, and cultural integration helped solidify the Ahom kingdom as a dominant
power in the northeastern region of India. The expansion of the kingdom's territory, the
strengthening of its political system, and the promotion of religious and cultural unity under his rule
set the stage for the later flourishing of the Ahom dynasty.

Suhungmung’s reign is considered a high point in the early history of the Ahom kingdom, as it
marked the transition from a small regional power to a significant force in the northeastern part of
India. His achievements in consolidating power and expanding territory laid the foundation for the
continued prosperity and dominance of the Ahom dynasty in the region for centuries to come.

6. Evaluate the importance of Sukapha’s policies in the long-term success of the Ahom
dynasty.

Answer:

Sukapha, the founder of the Ahom dynasty, is one of the most revered figures in the history of
Assam. His policies and strategies laid the foundation for the long-term success and stability of the
Ahom kingdom, which lasted for nearly 600 years. Sukapha’s reign, beginning in the early 13th
century, marked the beginning of a powerful and enduring dynasty that shaped the political, cultural,
and social landscape of Assam. The policies he implemented played a critical role in ensuring the
kingdom'’s survival and prosperity.
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1. Establishment of a Stable Administrative System

One of Sukapha's most significant contributions was the establishment of a stable and effective
administrative system that would endure for generations. He introduced a system of governance
based on feudalism, where the kingdom was divided into administrative units, each headed by a
local chieftain known as the mukhia. This system allowed Sukapha to consolidate his rule over the
diverse tribes and communities in the region.

By delegating authority to local chiefs, Sukapha ensured that the kingdom was efficiently governed
without overburdening the central authority. This decentralized system was vital in maintaining the
loyalty of the various ethnic groups and chieftains, who played a key role in the kingdom’s military
and economic activities. It helped reduce the potential for internal conflict and ensured a smooth
functioning of the kingdom’s administration, which contributed to the long-term success of the
Ahom dynasty.

2. Focus on Integration and Unity

Sukapha’s policy of integration was another cornerstone of the Ahom dynasty’s success. When
Sukapha arrived in Assam, the region was home to various tribal and ethnic groups, such as the
Bodos, Chutiyas, Kacharis, and Mughals. Instead of imposing his rule through force, Sukapha sought
to integrate these diverse communities into his kingdom.

He encouraged intermarriage between the Ahoms and local tribes, fostering social cohesion. By
adopting a policy of religious and cultural tolerance, Sukapha was able to unite people from various
backgrounds, making them loyal to the Ahom kingdom. The policy of inclusion played a pivotal role
in ensuring that the Ahoms could maintain a stable and unified kingdom, avoiding the problems of
fragmentation that plagued many other dynasties in India.

Furthermore, Sukapha's ability to respect and incorporate the existing cultures, languages, and
customs of the people he ruled over helped to forge a strong sense of identity and loyalty within the
kingdom. This policy of unification laid the groundwork for the long-lasting success of the Ahom
dynasty.

3. Military Organization and Strategic Alliances

Sukapha’s military policies also played a crucial role in the long-term stability of the Ahom dynasty.
Upon his arrival in Assam, Sukapha established a strong and disciplined military structure. He
organized his army into different units, each specializing in different types of warfare. He ensured
that his military leaders were skilled and capable, and that the army was well-equipped for both
offensive and defensive operations.

In addition to strengthening his military forces, Sukapha also sought to build strategic alliances with
neighboring kingdoms and tribes. By forging alliances through marriages and diplomacy, Sukapha
ensured that the Ahom kingdom was not isolated. These alliances provided the kingdom with the
necessary support to defend against external threats, such as invasions from the Mughals and other
neighboring powers.

The Ahom military's early victories and strategic alliances helped secure the kingdom’s position as a
dominant force in Assam. Sukapha's military policies, combined with his diplomatic acumen, played a
vital role in establishing the Ahoms as a formidable power in the region.

4. Agricultural and Economic Policies
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Another important aspect of Sukapha’s policies was his focus on agricultural development and
economic growth. The Ahoms, under Sukapha, established a strong agrarian economy, which was the
backbone of their empire. Sukapha introduced new agricultural techniques, promoted irrigation
systems, and ensured the construction of reservoirs and canals to support the kingdom's agricultural
activities.

He also encouraged the cultivation of wet rice in the fertile river valleys, which became a major
source of sustenance for the population. This agricultural prosperity allowed the kingdom to
maintain a stable economy, which was essential for the long-term success of the Ahoms. The
economic strength that arose from these policies helped the kingdom support its large and well-
equipped army, fund public works, and ensure the welfare of the people.

5. Policy of Religious Tolerance and Cultural Patronage

Sukapha’s policy of religious tolerance played a significant role in consolidating the Ahom kingdom.
He did not impose any single religion on the people he ruled but instead allowed a diversity of beliefs
to flourish. While Sukapha himself followed Tai religion, he respected the existing local religious
practices, including Hinduism, Buddhism, and animism.

His approach to religious freedom fostered peace and harmony among the kingdom’s various
religious communities. This tolerance helped to prevent religious conflicts, which might have
otherwise undermined the unity and stability of the kingdom. Sukapha’s patronage of various
religious and cultural practices also contributed to the rich cultural heritage of the Ahom dynasty,
which is evident in the kingdom's architectural, artistic, and literary traditions.

6. Long-Term Legacy

The policies introduced by Sukapha laid a strong foundation for the future success of the Ahom
dynasty. His system of governance, military organization, economic policies, and commitment to
cultural integration ensured that the Ahom kingdom would thrive for centuries after his reign. The
unity and stability Sukapha established in the early years of the dynasty allowed the Ahoms to
withstand external threats and internal challenges, securing their position as one of the longest-
ruling dynasties in Indian history.
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ONE MARK:

UNIT -1l

1. One Mark Questions with Answers:

1. Who were the Kacharis?

The Kacharis were a prominent ethnic group in ancient Assam, primarily located in the western part
of the region. They frequently interacted with the Ahom kingdom, sometimes as allies and at other
times as rivals.

2. What was the relationship between the Ahoms and the Kachari Kingdom?

The Ahoms had a complex relationship with the Kachari Kingdom, characterized by both alliances
and conflicts. At times, they engaged in military conflicts, while at other times, they formed strategic
alliances.

3. Who was the ruler of the Kachari Kingdom during the time of the Ahoms' rise?
During the early rise of the Ahom Kingdom, the Kachari Kingdom was ruled by Dharma Narayan.

4. What was the significance of the Kamata Kingdom in relation to the Ahoms?

The Kamata Kingdom was one of the neighboring kingdoms of the Ahom:s. Initially, the Ahoms faced
resistance from the Kamata kings, but later, the two kingdoms maintained peaceful relations through
alliances.

5. What was the nature of the Ahom-Kamata relationship?
The relationship between the Ahoms and Kamata was generally peaceful, but it involved strategic
marriages and alliances at times to maintain regional stability.

6. Who was the ruler of the Kamata Kingdom during the 14th century?
During the 14th century, the Kamata Kingdom was ruled by Narayana.

7. What role did the Jayantia Kingdom play in Ahom history?

The Jayantia Kingdom was another significant neighbor of the Ahoms. The Jayantias, located in the
eastern part of modern-day Meghalaya, had both conflicts and alliances with the Ahoms throughout
the medieval period.

8. What was the main conflict between the Ahoms and the Jayantia Kingdom?
The primary conflict between the Ahoms and Jayantias involved territorial disputes over areas in the
Sylhet region.

9. Who were the Koch Kingdom and their relation with the Ahoms?
The Koch Kingdom, located to the west of the Ahom kingdom, was a powerful neighbor. The Ahoms
had both alliances and military confrontations with the Koch rulers.

10. What was the role of Naranarayan in the Ahom-Koch relationship?
Naranarayan, the ruler of the Koch Kingdom, engaged in military confrontations with the Ahoms,
particularly over territories in the western parts of Assam.

11. What was the nature of the Ahom resistance against the Mughals?

The Ahom resistance against the Mughals was characterized by several successful military campaigns
to defend their territory from Mughal invasions, particularly under the leadership of Lachit
Barphukan and Swargadeo Pratap Singha.
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12. What was the significance of the Invasion of Mir Jumla?
The Invasion of Mir Jumla in 1662 was an attempt by the Mughal Empire to annex Assam. Despite
initial successes, the Ahoms successfully resisted the invasion through strategic tactics and warfare.

13. Who was Swargadeo Pratap Singha?
Swargadeo Pratap Singha was the Ahom king during the time of the Mughal invasion. His leadership
played a significant role in the defense against the Mughal forces.

14. What role did Lachit Barphukan play during the Mughal invasion?
Lachit Barphukan, the Ahom general, played a crucial role in leading the Ahom forces against the
Mughals, particularly during the Battle of Saraighat.

15. What was the Battle of Saraighat?

The Battle of Saraighat in 1671 was a decisive naval battle between the Ahoms and the Mughal
forces. The Ahoms, led by Lachit Barphukan, emerged victorious, preventing the Mughal Empire
from annexing Assam.

16. How did the Ahoms resist the Mughals under Lachit Barphukan?
Lachit Barphukan demonstrated exceptional leadership, coordinating successful military strategies
and using the riverine terrain to his advantage during the Battle of Saraighat.

17. What role did Swargadeo Rudra Singha play in Ahom history?
Swargadeo Rudra Singha was one of the prominent Ahom rulers who expanded the kingdom and
played a role in maintaining its stability and prosperity.

18. What was the importance of the Battle of Itakhuli?
The Battle of Itakhuli (1681) was a significant conflict between the Ahoms and the Mughal forces. It
was one of the important battles in the resistance against the Mughals.

19. Who was Mir Jumla?
Mir Jumla was a Mughal general who invaded Assam in 1662 but was ultimately repelled by the
Ahoms after a protracted siege and guerilla warfare tactics.

20. What was the role of Lachit Barphukan in Ahom naval history?
Lachit Barphukan is remembered for his expertise in naval warfare, which was critical during the
Battle of Saraighat when he led the Ahom forces to victory.

21. How did the Ahoms preserve their independence against external forces?
The Ahoms preserved their independence through strong military leadership, strategic alliances, and
defensive tactics, including the effective use of the river system for naval warfare.

22. What was the role of Swargadeo Rudra Singha in the expansion of the Ahom kingdom?
Swargadeo Rudra Singha expanded the Ahom kingdom and played a key role in consolidating its
power, promoting both internal stability and military expansion.

23. What was the impact of the Ahom resistance on Mughal ambitions in Assam?
The successful resistance by the Ahoms significantly curtailed the Mughal Empire's ambitions in
Assam, ensuring that Assam remained an independent kingdom throughout the 17th century.

24. How did the Ahoms maintain their sovereignty against the Koch Kingdom?

The Ahoms and the Koch Kingdom had a complex relationship involving both conflict and diplomacy.
The Ahoms successfully resisted Koch expansion in the western parts of Assam through strategic
warfare and alliances.
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25. How did Swargadeo Pratap Singha contribute to the Ahom military strength?

Swargadeo Pratap Singha strengthened the Ahom military by implementing reforms, recruiting
skilled warriors, and fostering loyalty within his forces, which played a significant role in resisting
both local and foreign threats.

26. What was the significance of the Ahom-Mughal conflict in shaping Assam’s history?
The Ahom-Mughal conflict was pivotal in shaping the history of Assam, as it preserved Assam’s
sovereignty and ensured the continued independence of the Ahom kingdom for centuries.

27. How did the Ahoms deal with internal dissent during the Mughal invasions?
The Ahoms dealt with internal dissent by maintaining a strict administrative structure and ensuring
the loyalty of their vassals and military leaders during the Mughal invasions.

28. What role did Lachit Barphukan’s leadership play in the Ahom victory at Saraighat?

Lachit Barphukan’s leadership was instrumental in the Ahom victory at the Battle of Saraighat,
where he displayed tactical brilliance and unmatched courage in defending Assam from the Mughal
forces.

29. Why is the Battle of Saraighat considered a landmark in Assamese history?
The Battle of Saraighat is considered a landmark in Assamese history because it marked the end of
Mughal attempts to conquer Assam and preserved the independence of the Ahom kingdom.

30. How did the Ahoms maintain relations with their neighboring kingdoms despite internal and
external threats?

The Ahoms maintained relations with neighboring kingdoms through diplomacy, strategic alliances,
and by employing military might when necessary to protect their sovereignty and maintain peace.

TWO MARK:

1. Discuss the relationship between the Ahoms and the Kachari Kingdom.

The relationship between the Ahoms and the Kachari Kingdom was marked by both conflict and
cooperation. Initially, the Kacharis were a dominant power in the region, but as the Ahoms expanded
their territory, they came into direct conflict with the Kachari rulers. Despite this, there were periods
of alliance when both kingdoms found mutual benefits in trade and defense. Eventually, the Kachari
kingdom was absorbed into the growing Ahom realm. The Kacharis were strategically important for
the Ahoms in terms of territory control in the western parts of Assam.

2. Explain the conflict between the Ahoms and the Kamata Kingdom.

The Kamata Kingdom, ruled by the Baro-Bhuyans, posed a significant challenge to the Ahoms during
the 14th and 15th centuries. The conflict arose when the Ahoms expanded towards the western
regions, which were under the control of the Kamata Kingdom. The Ahoms faced military resistance
from the Kamata forces but eventually overcame this challenge through warfare and strategic
alliances. After a series of battles, the Kamata kingdom became part of the broader Ahom domain.
The Kamata conflict highlights the territorial expansion and consolidation efforts of the Ahoms
during this period.

3. How did the Ahoms interact with the Jayantia Kingdom?

The Ahoms and the Jayantia Kingdom shared a complex relationship that involved both military
engagements and alliances. The Jayantias, located in the eastern regions of modern-day Meghalaya,
often found themselves in conflict with the Ahoms over control of the Sylhet region. However, there
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were periods of peace where the two kingdoms maintained diplomatic relations, especially for
mutual trade benefits. Over time, the Ahoms gradually asserted control over Jayantia territory,
integrating the kingdom into their larger domain.

4. What was the role of the Koch Kingdom in the political landscape of Assam?

The Koch Kingdom, under rulers like Naranarayan, played a significant role in the politics of Assam
during the 16th century. The Kochs were initially allies of the Ahoms but later became rivals as their
ambitions grew. The Koch Kingdom's territorial claims in the western parts of Assam brought them
into conflict with the Ahoms, leading to several military engagements. Despite these conflicts, the
Ahoms and the Kochs shared political interests and had a complicated relationship that included
both alliances and rivalries, depending on the changing political and military landscape of the region.

5. Discuss the role of Swargadeo Pratap Singha in resisting Mughal invasions.

Swargadeo Pratap Singha was a key figure in the Ahom resistance against Mughal invasions in the
17th century. His reign was marked by significant military confrontations with the Mughals,
particularly when Mir Jumla, a Mughal general, invaded Assam in 1662. Pratap Singha provided
strong leadership and reorganized the Ahom military to resist the invasion. His strategies, including
guerrilla warfare and the defense of key territories, were instrumental in repelling the Mughal forces
and maintaining the sovereignty of the Ahom kingdom.

6. Describe the invasion of Mir Jumla and its impact on Assam.

Mir Jumla's invasion of Assam in 1662 was a pivotal moment in the history of the Ahoms. As a
general of the Mughal Empire, Mir Jumla aimed to annex Assam and bring it under Mughal control.
The invasion initially succeeded in capturing several key locations. However, the Ahoms, under
Swargadeo Pratap Singha, managed to mount a successful resistance, causing significant losses for
the Mughal forces. The invasion’s impact was felt in terms of both destruction and the shift in Ahom
defensive strategies, leading to a reorganization of the kingdom’s military forces.

7. Who was Lachit Barphukan, and what was his significance in Ahom military history?

Lachit Barphukan was a prominent Ahom general who is best known for his role in the Battle of
Saraighat (1671). As the commander of the Ahom forces, he demonstrated exceptional military skill
and leadership, leading his troops to victory over the Mughal navy. Lachit Barphukan's contributions
are celebrated for not only his tactical brilliance but also his patriotism and determination to
preserve the independence of Assam. His leadership during the Mughal invasion was crucial in
ensuring that the Ahom kingdom remained sovereign.

8. What was the significance of the Battle of Saraighat?

The Battle of Saraighat, fought in 1671, was one of the most important military engagements in
Assam's history. It was a naval battle between the Ahomes, led by Lachit Barphukan, and the Mughal
forces. The battle occurred on the Brahmaputra River, with the Ahoms using their knowledge of the
river terrain to their advantage. The victory at Saraighat prevented the Mughal Empire from
conquering Assam, thereby ensuring the survival of the Ahom kingdom. The battle is considered a
landmark in Assamese history due to its strategic importance and the effective leadership of Lachit
Barphukan.

9. What role did Lachit Barphukan play in the defense of Assam against the Mughals?

Lachit Barphukan played a crucial role in the defense of Assam during the Mughal invasions,
particularly during the Battle of Saraighat. He is remembered for his strategic brilliance, leadership,
and unwavering commitment to protecting his homeland. His ability to organize and lead the Ahom
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forces in a series of successful confrontations against the Mughals, especially in the riverine warfare
during the Battle of Saraighat, was central to the Ahom kingdom’s survival.

10. How did the Ahoms use the riverine geography to their advantage in warfare?

The Ahoms effectively utilized the riverine geography of Assam in their warfare strategies,
particularly during the defense against the Mughal invasions. The Brahmaputra River, which flows
through Assam, provided a natural defense barrier and was used for naval operations. During the
Battle of Saraighat, the Ahoms employed naval forces to outmaneuver the Mughal fleet, using the
river’s complex terrain to their advantage. This strategic use of the river played a key role in the
Ahoms' successful defense against external invaders.

11. What were the key factors that contributed to the Ahom victory at Saraighat?

The key factors that contributed to the Ahom victory at the Battle of Saraighat included excellent
leadership by Lachit Barphukan, the effective use of riverine warfare tactics, and the strong defensive
position of the Ahoms. The Ahoms also made good use of their knowledge of the terrain, which
helped them outmaneuver the Mughal forces. The unwavering determination of the Ahom soldiers
and the support of local populations also played a significant role in securing the victory.

12. How did the Mughal Empire attempt to expand into Assam, and what was their ultimate
failure?

The Mughal Empire attempted to expand into Assam through a series of invasions, the most notable
being the invasion led by Mir Jumla in 1662. The Mughals aimed to annex Assam for its strategic
location and resources. However, their efforts were met with strong resistance from the Ahoms,
particularly after their defeat in the Battle of Saraighat. The Mughals failed to establish lasting
control over Assam, largely due to the effective military strategies and leadership of the Ahomes, as
well as their use of the region’s difficult geography.

13. What role did Swargadeo Rudra Singha play in Ahom military expansion?

Swargadeo Rudra Singha, who ruled during the 17th century, was instrumental in the military and
territorial expansion of the Ahom kingdom. He consolidated Ahom rule over regions previously held
by neighboring kingdoms, such as the Kachari and Koch kingdoms. His reign also saw a significant
strengthening of the military and administrative systems, which enabled the Ahoms to effectively
defend their territory against external threats like the Mughals.

14. What strategies did the Ahoms use to defend against Mughal invasions?

The Ahoms used several strategies to defend against Mughal invasions, including the use of guerrilla
warfare, knowledge of the local geography, and strong military leadership. During the Invasion of Mir
Jumla, the Ahoms employed tactics such as avoiding direct confrontation in open fields and instead
attacking the Mughal supply lines and fortifications. This made it difficult for the Mughals to sustain
their invasion.

15. How did Lachit Barphukan's leadership shape the Ahom military?

Lachit Barphukan’s leadership was a defining factor in the Ahom military’s success. His tactical
genius, particularly during the Battle of Saraighat, showcased his ability to lead his troops effectively
against a superior Mughal fleet. His leadership also inspired loyalty and courage among his soldiers,
helping to maintain morale and discipline, which were crucial during the prolonged conflict with the
Mughals.

16. What were the long-term consequences of the Ahom-Mughal conflict for Assam?
The long-term consequences of the Ahom-Mughal conflict were profound. The Ahoms' successful

resistance to Mughal invasions preserved Assam’s independence for centuries. It also solidified the
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Ahom dynasty's reputation as a formidable military power in the region. The conflict also led to a
more centralized and powerful Ahom state, with reforms in military tactics and governance to
prevent future invasions.

17. How did the Ahoms preserve their sovereignty against the Koch Kingdom?

The Ahoms successfully preserved their sovereignty against the Koch Kingdom through a
combination of military confrontations and strategic alliances. While there were battles over
territory, the Ahoms were able to assert their dominance in the region, particularly after the decline
of the Koch kingdom. The Ahoms' ability to forge alliances with other regional powers also played a
role in maintaining their sovereignty against Koch expansion.

18. What was the role of diplomacy in the Ahom-Koch relationship?

Diplomacy played a key role in the Ahom-Koch relationship. Both kingdoms occasionally formed
alliances to counter external threats, such as the Mughal Empire. The Ahoms also used strategic
marriages to solidify these alliances, though conflicts over territory were common. Diplomacy was
often used to maintain stability and prevent full-scale warfare, especially when both kingdoms faced
threats from larger empires like the Mughals.

19. How did the Ahoms manage their relations with the neighboring kingdoms?

The Ahoms managed their relations with neighboring kingdoms through a mix of military force and
diplomacy. While they engaged in warfare when necessary to defend their territory, they also
pursued diplomatic solutions, such as alliances, marriages, and treaties, to maintain peace and
stability in the region. These diplomatic efforts were often aimed at balancing the interests of the
Ahoms with those of their powerful neighbors.

20. What was the outcome of the Ahom resistance to the Mughals under Swargadeo Pratap
Singha?

Under Swargadeo Pratap Singha, the Ahoms wereable to effectively resist the Mughal invasion led
by Mir Jumla. Although the Mughals initially made gains, the Ahoms regrouped and launched
successful counterattacks, eventually forcing the Mughals to retreat. The outcome preserved Ahom
independence and demonstrated the resilience of the Ahom state in the face of imperial aggression.

Q21. What was the main objective of the Permanent Settlement of 1793?

Answer: To fix land revenue permanently and create a loyal class of landlords (Zamindars).
Q22. What was the impact of British policies on Indian handicrafts?

Answer: British policies led to the decline of Indian handicrafts.

Q23. Name the British officer who introduced the Ryotwari system.

Answer: Thomas Munro.

Q24. Which industry was the first to be modernized in India during British rule?

Answer: Textile industry.

Q25. What is ‘Drain of Wealth’?

Answer: The economic exploitation where India’s wealth was transferred to Britain without
adequate returns.
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BOARD ANSWER:

Q1. Discuss the nature of Ahom relations with the Kachari, Kamata, Jayantia, and Koch kingdoms.

Answer: The Ahoms, after establishing their kingdom in Assam in the 13th century, gradually
expanded their territory and came into contact with several neighboring kingdoms. Their
relationships with the Kachari, Kamata, Jayantia, and Koch kingdoms were marked by a combination
of rivalry, diplomacy, warfare, and alliances. These interactions played a crucial role in shaping the
political landscape of medieval Assam.

Ahom-Kachari Relations:

The Kacharis were one of the earliest indigenous groups in the Brahmaputra valley. The Ahom-
Kachari relations were often tense, involving frequent conflicts over territory and power. Initially, the
Kacharis controlled areas in the southern part of Assam, and their kingdom bordered the Ahom
territory. As the Ahoms expanded southwards, clashes became inevitable. One of the earliest
confrontations occurred during the reign of Suhungmung (1497-1539), who launched military
campaigns against the Kacharis and extended Ahom control over parts of their territory. Despite
hostilities, there were also instances of peace and intermarriage, reflecting diplomatic engagements.

Ahom-Kamata Relations:

The Kamata kingdom was located in the western region of Assam, around present-day Cooch Behar
and western Assam. During the early expansion phase of the Ahoms, the Kamata kingdom was
already in decline due to internal issues-and external invasions. Although there was limited direct
conflict between the Ahoms and the Kamata kingdom, the weakening of Kamata allowed other
powers, including the Kochs and the Ahomes, to fill the power vacuum. Thus, while the Kamata
kingdom did not pose a significant threat, its decline indirectly influenced the Ahom kingdom’s
western ambitions.

Ahom-Jayantia Relations:

The Jayantia kingdom, situated in the Jaintia Hills of present-day Meghalaya, had interactions with
the Ahoms mostly in the form of trade and occasional skirmishes. The Jayantia kings controlled
important trade routes connecting Assam with the hill regions and Bengal. This led to economic and
strategic rivalries. Ahom kings attempted to assert influence over the Jayantia kingdom to secure
trade dominance. The relations remained largely peaceful, with minor military confrontations, and at
times, the Ahoms managed to extract tribute from the Jayantia rulers.

Ahom-Koch Relations:

The Koch kingdom emerged as a major power in western Assam and northern Bengal during the 16th
century under the leadership of Biswa Singha and his successor Naranarayan. The Ahoms and the
Kochs were both ambitious, leading to a series of confrontations. The most notable event in Ahom-
Koch relations was the invasion of the Ahom kingdom by Chilarai, the brother of Naranarayan, in
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1563. The Ahoms were defeated and forced to sign a treaty, paying tribute and accepting Koch
superiority for a brief period.

However, this domination did not last long. The Ahoms regrouped and gradually reasserted their
independence. Eventually, the Koch kingdom fragmented into the Koch Bihar and Koch Hajo
divisions, reducing its threat to Ahom sovereignty. Later, the Ahoms even supported one of the Koch
claimants in internal disputes, turning former rivals into occasional allies.

Q2. Explain the causes and consequences of the Ahom-Mughal conflicts.
Answer:

The Ahom-Mughal conflicts were a significant chapter in the history of medieval Assam, particularly
during the 17th century. These confrontations not only reflected the Ahom kingdom's resistance to
imperial expansion but also demonstrated their military strength and strategic capabilities. The
conflicts were driven by both political and territorial ambitions, and their consequences had long-
lasting effects on the region.

Causes of the Ahom-Mughal Conflicts:

1. Territorial Expansion of the Mughals: The Mughal Empire, under emperors like Akbar and
Aurangzeb, was aggressively expanding its frontiers eastward. After subduing Bengal, the
Mughals aimed to bring the Brahmaputra Valley under their control. This ambition brought
them into direct conflict with the Ahoms, who ruled upper Assam.

2. Strategic Importance of Assam: Assam was strategically important because of its fertile
lands, trade routes, and military significance. The Mughals sought control over these routes
to ensure uninterrupted trade and communication with the Northeast and Southeast Asia.
Assam also served as a buffer zone against hill tribes and other eastern powers.

3. The Rise of Koch Hajo and Internal Divisions: The division of the Koch kingdom into Koch
Bihar and Koch Hajo played a critical role. While Koch Bihar accepted Mughal suzerainty,
Koch Hajo, under Parikshit Narayan, sought support from the Ahoms. This alliance was
viewed as a threat by the Mughals, prompting them to attack.

4. Refusal of Ahoms to Submit to Mughal Rule: The Ahoms followed an independent political
tradition and did not accept any form of subjugation. Their refusal to pay tribute or accept
Mughal authority was seen as defiance, leading to multiple invasions by the imperial forces.

Major Phases of the Conflict:

1. Invasion of 1615: The first major clash occurred in 1615, during the reign of Ahom King
Susengpha (Pratap Singha). The Mughal general Islam Khan I launched an attack on Assam.
Although initially successful, the Mughals were pushed back by fierce Ahom resistance.

2. Battle of Duimunisila (1616): The Ahoms decisively defeated the Mughals in this battle and
regained lost territories. This marked a turning point in the Ahom resistance.
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3. Invasion of Mir Jumla (1662): One of the most significant invasions occurred during
Aurangzeb’s reign when Mir Jumla, a Mughal general, led a powerful army into Assam. He
captured Garhgaon, the Ahom capital, but the victory was short-lived due to logistical
problems, diseases, and monsoon floods. Eventually, the Ahoms launched guerrilla attacks
and forced the Mughals to retreat.

4. Battle of Saraighat (1671): The most famous and decisive battle between the two powers
occurred at Saraighat, led by Lachit Borphukan. Despite being outnumbered, the Ahoms
used their superior knowledge of riverine warfare and geography to defeat the Mughals. This
victory is seen as the pinnacle of Ahom military success.

Consequences of the Conflicts:

1. Preservation of Ahom Independence: The most significant outcome of these conflicts was
that the Ahom kingdom remained free from Mughal control. They managed to maintain their
sovereignty and resisted incorporation into the Mughal Empire.

2. Strengthening of the Ahom Military: The repeated invasions forced the Ahoms to improve
their military organization, weapons, and fortifications. Leaders like Lachit Borphukan
emerged as national heroes and symbols of patriotism.

3. Decline of Mughal Interest in Assam: After their repeated failures, especially the loss at
Saraighat, the Mughals gradually gave up their ambitions in Assam. They focused their
attention elsewhere, allowing the Ahoms to rule undisturbed.

4. Cultural and Administrative Developments: The conflicts led to improvements in Ahom
administrative systems, as better governance was needed to sustain defense mechanisms. It
also boosted the cultural identity and pride of the Assamese people.

Q3. Describe the role of Swargadeo Pratap Singha in strengthening the Ahom kingdom and
resisting the Mughals.

Answer:

Swargadeo Pratap Singha, also known as Susengpha, was one of the most notable rulers of the
Ahom dynasty. His reign (1603—1641 CE) is considered a significant phase in the political and military
consolidation of the Ahom kingdom. He played a key role in internal administrative reforms, military
strengthening, and resisting the early phase of Mughal invasions. His leadership laid the foundation
for the long-term resistance of the Ahoms against Mughal imperial ambitions.

Early Reign and Administrative Strengthening:

When Pratap Singha ascended the throne in 1603, the Ahom kingdom was already facing pressures
from both internal revolts and external threats. Realizing the need for stability, he undertook several
important administrative reforms. He is credited with the reorganization of the Paik system—a form
of compulsory service system that strengthened the military and revenue administration. This

enabled the kingdom to mobilize a large and disciplined force during emergencies.
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To streamline governance, he also appointed trusted nobles to key positions, improving central
control over distant territories. He introduced "Borphukan” and "Borbarua" offices—two major
administrative posts that later became crucial in both civil and military administration.

Dealing with External Threats and Expanding Territory:

Pratap Singha undertook several campaigns to expand and consolidate Ahom control over
neighboring regions. He brought Darrang, Kamrup, and parts of Koch Hajo under Ahom rule, either
by military action or diplomacy. His reign witnessed the extension of the Ahom frontier westward,
which brought the kingdom into direct contact and conflict with the Mughals, who were advancing
eastward after consolidating Bengal.

Conflict with the Mughals:

The reign of Pratap Singha marked the beginning of direct military confrontation between the
Ahoms and the Mughals. The immediate cause of conflict was the Mughal attempt to subdue Koch
Hajo, a kingdom that had become an ally of the Ahoms. When Parikshit Narayan, the ruler of Koch
Hajo, sought Ahom support against the Mughals, Pratap Singha agreed, which provoked Mughal
aggression.

In 1615, the first major Mughal-Ahom war broke out. Although the Mughals initially captured some
western territories like Guwahati and Hajo, the Ahoms mounted a strong counterattack. Under
Pratap Singha’s leadership and military reforms, the Ahom forces were able to recapture much of
the lost territory and forced the Mughals to retreat. The Battle of Duimunisila in 1616 was one such
decisive conflict where the Ahoms displayed their valor and superior war strategies.

Alliances and Diplomacy:

Pratap Singha was not only a warrior but also a skilled diplomat. He maintained diplomatic relations
with neighboring hill tribes like the Nagas and Kacharis, ensuring peace along the borders. This
allowed the Ahoms to focus their resources on countering the larger Mughal threat. His ability to
forge regional alliances gave the Ahoms strategic advantages.

He also married into influential families from other kingdoms and tribal communities, which helped
in integrating different groups under Ahom rule and avoiding internal rebellions.

Legacy and Contributions:

The reign of Swargadeo Pratap Singha is often regarded as the beginning of the golden age of Ahom
rule. His reforms in administration, military, and diplomacy significantly strengthened the Ahom
kingdom. More importantly, his early resistance against the Mughals set a precedent for later kings
and generals like Lachit Borphukan, who continued the legacy of defending Assam from imperial
forces.
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His administrative innovations like the creation of the Borphukan and Borbarua offices lasted
throughout the Ahom rule and became pillars of governance. His rule laid a strong foundation that
helped the Ahoms successfully resist Mughal attempts at conquest for more than a century.

Q4. Critically examine the invasion of Assam by Mir Jumla and its impact on Ahom-Mughal
relations.

Answer:

The invasion of Assam by Mir Jumla in 1662 was a turning point in the history of Ahom-Mughal
relations. It was one of the most significant military expeditions led by the Mughals against the Ahom
kingdom and marked a period of intense conflict, devastation, and eventual political compromise.
The campaign, though initially successful for the Mughals, had long-term consequences that shaped
future interactions between the two powers.

Background of the Invasion:

By the mid-17th century, the Mughals had consolidated control over Bengal and sought to expand
their influence into the northeast. The Ahom kingdom, under the rule of King Jayadhwaj Singha, had
earlier clashed with the Mughals over the control of western Assam, especially the strategic regions
of Kamrup and Guwahati. The Mughal emperor Aurangzeb appointed Mir Jumla, the Subahdar
(Governor) of Bengal, to lead a full-scale military expedition against Assam in 1662 to bring it under
Mughal suzerainty.

The March and the Invasion:

Mir Jumla began his campaign in January 1662. His army consisted of well-equipped soldiers,
including cavalry, artillery, and naval forces. The Mughal forces advanced through western Assam,
capturing key towns such as Guwahati, Kajali, and Simlagarh with little resistance, as the Ahoms
were unprepared for such a massive invasion. The Ahom king and his nobles retreated towards the
interior of Assam.

Despite the Mughal victory in the plains, the terrain of Assam—marked by dense forests, hills, rivers,
and heavy rainfall—proved challenging for the invaders. The Mughal army faced supply shortages,
disease outbreaks, and guerrilla resistance from Ahom forces. Mir Jumla's forces reached as far as
Garhgaon, the Ahom capital, but could not hold the territory for long due to logistical difficulties.

Treaty of Ghiladhari:

Realizing that prolonged warfare would be disastrous, both sides opted for negotiation. The Treaty of
Ghiladhari was signed in January 1663. As part of the agreement, the Ahoms accepted Mughal
suzerainty temporarily, agreed to pay an annual tribute, and sent six sons of nobles as hostages to
the Mughal court. The Ahoms also gave away Guwahati and adjoining regions to the Mughals.
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While the treaty brought a temporary peace, it was seen as a blow to Ahom prestige. However, it was
a strategic withdrawal rather than a complete defeat. The Ahoms used this time to reorganize and
strengthen their military under the leadership of future commanders like Lachit Borphukan.

Impact on Ahom-Mughal Relations:

The Mir Jumla invasion left a deep scar on Ahom society and economy. The destruction of
infrastructure, loss of population due to disease and war, and the humiliation of treaty terms created
widespread discontent. However, it also taught the Ahoms the importance of military modernization
and diplomatic engagement.

In the long term, the invasion failed to establish Mughal authority in Assam. Within a few years, the
Ahoms regrouped and launched a series of campaigns to reclaim lost territories. This culminated in
the famous Battle of Saraighat in 1671, where the Ahoms decisively defeated the Mughal forces and
reasserted their control over western Assam. The failure of the Mir Jumla expedition indirectly
strengthened Ahom nationalism and unity.

Q5. Analyze the leadership and military strategy of Lachit Borphukan in the Battle of Saraighat.
Answer:

The Battle of Saraighat, fought in 1671 on the Brahmaputra River near Guwahati, stands as one of
the most celebrated military victories in Indian history. It was a critical encounter between the Ahom
forces, led by the brilliant general Lachit Borphukan, and the mighty Mughal army commanded by
Ram Singh, a Rajput general under Emperor Aurangzeb. Lachit's leadership, tactical brilliance, and
patriotism not only stopped Mughal expansion into Assam but also etched his name into the annals
of history as a legendary military commander.

Background to the Battle:

After the invasion by Mir Jumla in 1662, the Ahoms lost control over parts of western Assam,
including Guwahati. Although a treaty was signed, tensions between the Ahoms and Mughals
remained. The Mughals aimed to gain full control over Assam, while the Ahoms were determined to
reclaim their sovereignty. In 1671, the Mughals launched a major expedition to capture Guwahati. In
response, the Ahoms appointed Lachit Borphukan as the commander-in-chief of their forces to
resist the invasion.

Lachit Borphukan’s Leadership Qualities:

Lachit Borphukan exhibited extraordinary leadership qualities, including bravery, discipline, and
devotion to duty. He instilled a strong sense of nationalism and motivation among his soldiers. His
ability to organize, inspire, and lead men under extreme conditions played a vital role in boosting the
morale of the Ahom army. One of the most well-known examples of his discipline was when he
ordered the execution of his own uncle for negligence in fort construction, stating, “Deshote konba
dangor nohoi, morom dangor nohoi” (My country is more important than my own relatives).
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Military Strategy and Use of Geography:

Lachit adopted a defensive military strategy that made full use of the region’s geography. He
understood the limitations of the Ahom army when compared to the Mughal forces in terms of
numbers and resources. The Brahmaputra River and its surrounding hills and marshlands were
effectively used to slow down and confuse the Mughal army.

He created fortified riverbanks, narrow passages, and hidden ambush points. The Ahoms also used
guerrilla warfare tactics, harassing the Mughals and cutting off their supply lines. Lachit ensured that
the Mughal navy, though more powerful, could not operate freely in the narrow river channels.

Naval Warfare and the Battle:

The battle culminated in a grand naval confrontation on the Brahmaputra. Despite being ill and
physically weak, Lachit took personal command of the Ahom navy. His famous last stand was marked
by immense courage, and his rallying of troops turned the tide in favor of the Ahoms. His leadership
inspired the army to fight with unmatched bravery. Using small, swift boats and tactical maneuvers,
the Ahoms trapped and defeated the larger Mughal fleet.

The Mughal army, despite superior equipment and numbers, was forced to retreat due to the
relentless Ahom attack and Lachit’s brilliant strategy.

Significance of the Victory:

The Battle of Saraighat was not just a military victory but alsoa symbol of Assamese pride and unity.
It proved the strength of local resistance against imperial expansion. The Mughals never again
launched a major expedition into Assam after this defeat. Lachit's leadership helped preserve the
sovereignty and cultural identity of Assam for many more decades.
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UNIT-IV

ONE MARK:

1. Who was the founder of the Tungkhungia dynasty of the Ahom kingdom?
Gadadhar Singha.

2. Name the Ahom ruler who introduced Hindu rituals in the royal court.
Gadadhar Singha.

3. Who succeeded Gadadhar Singha as the king of the Ahom kingdom?
Rudra Singha.

4. Which Ahom ruler is known for administrative and military reforms?
Rudra Singha.

5. What was the time period of Rudra Singha’s reign?
1696-1714 CE.

6. Name one important public work undertaken by Rudra Singha.
Construction of Rang Ghar.

7. What was the main reason behind the Moamoria Rebellion?
Religious oppression and social discrimination.

8. Which religious group led the Moamoria Rebellion?
The Moamorias (followers of Mayamara Vaishnavism).

9. During which king’s reign did the Moamoria Rebellion break out?
Lakshmi Singha.

10. What was the impact of the Moamoria Rebellion on the Ahom kingdom?
It weakened the kingdom internally.

11. In which year did the first phase of the Moamoria Rebellion begin?
1769 CE.

12. What is the name of the Burmese king who invaded Assam?
Bagyidaw.

13. How many times did the Burmese invade Assam?
Three times.

14. Which year marked the first Burmese invasion of Assam?
1817 CE.

15. What was the local name of the Burmese invaders?

Maan.
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16. Who was the last Ahom king before British annexation?
Purandar Singha.

17. Which treaty ended Burmese rule and led to British annexation of Assam?
Treaty of Yandabo (1826).

18. In which year was the Treaty of Yandabo signed?
1826 CE.

19. Which war preceded the signing of the Treaty of Yandabo?
First Anglo-Burmese War.

20. What was the main cause of the downfall of the Ahom kingdom?
Internal rebellion and foreign invasions.

21. Name one important cultural contribution of Rudra Singha.
Patronage of literature and arts.

22. What title did Gadadhar Singha assume after becoming king?
Suhung.

23. What was the capital of the Ahom kingdom during Rudra Singha’s reign?
Rangpur.

24. Which structure is considered Asia’s first amphitheatre built by Rudra Singha?
Rang Ghar.

25. Who were the Mataks?
A rebel group that rose during the Moamoria Rebellion.

26. Name a literary work patronized during Rudra Singha's reign.
Hastividyarnava.

27. What was the main administrative change introduced by Gadadhar Singha?
Reorganization of the Paik system.

28. What did the Moamoria rebels establish after their success?
Their own rule in upper Assam for some time.

29. Who helped the British defeat the Burmese in Assam?
Local Assamese forces and the British army.

30. Which British officer played a major role in the annexation of Assam?
David Scott.

TWO MARK:
1. Discuss the contributions of Gadadhar Singha to the Ahom kingdom.

Gadadhar Singha, who ruled from 1681 to 1696 CE, played a significant role in strengthening the
Ahom kingdom. He is known for his efforts to consolidate power, stabilize the kingdom, and promote
Hinduism. Gadadhar Singha embraced Hinduism and introduced Hindu rituals in the royal court,
which was a notable departure from the earlier Buddhist influence. He also built temples and
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promoted cultural integration. His reign helped to restore the Ahom kingdom’s internal order after
the political turmoil caused by previous rulers.

2. What were the major achievements of Rudra Singha during his reign?

Rudra Singha (1696-1714 CE) is remembered for his significant contributions to the growth and
prosperity of the Ahom kingdom. He established a centralized administrative system and
strengthened the military, ensuring the kingdom's stability. He promoted art, culture, and literature,
and is known for building Rang Ghar, the first amphitheater in Asia. His reign also marked the peak of
Ahom architectural development and cultural advancements.

3. Explain the religious impact of Gadadhar Singha's rule on the Ahom kingdom.

Gadadhar Singha’s reign marked a major shift towards the promotion of Hinduism. He embraced
Vaishnavism and introduced Hindu rituals in the royal court. His patronage of Hindu temples and
rituals reflected his desire to strengthen the socio-political fabric of the kingdom. The king’s policies
also sought to integrate various communities under the umbrella of Hindu traditions, thus promoting
cultural unity within the kingdom.

4. What caused the Moamoria Rebellion, and how did it impact the Ahom kingdom?

The Moamoria Rebellion, which began in 1769 CE, was primarily caused by the socio-economic and
religious oppression faced by the followers of Mayamara Vaishnavism (Moamorias). The Ahom
rulers’ imposition of taxes and their attempt to suppress the Moamoria sect led to widespread
unrest. The rebellion severely weakened the Ahom kingdom by disrupting its administrative stability
and military strength, leading to long-term political instability.

5. Describe the course of the Moamoria Rebellion.

The Moamoria Rebellion began in 1769, initially as a protest against the high taxes and suppression
of the Moamorias, who followed a form of Vaishnavism. Over time, it escalated into a full-fledged
rebellion, particularly in the Upper Assam region. The Moamorias fought several battles against the
Ahom rulers, but the rebellion was finally suppressed after years of struggle. Despite this, the
rebellion weakened the Ahom kingdom, leaving it vulnerable to external invasions, especially from
the Burmese.

6. What were the consequences of the Moamoria Rebellion for the Ahom kingdom?

The Moamoria Rebellion caused severe internal strife in the Ahom kingdom, leading to a loss of
political stability. It drained the kingdom’s military and financial resources, weakening the central
authority. The rebellion also left the kingdom divided and vulnerable to external threats, especially
the Burmese invasions that followed. Furthermore, the social and religious unity of the kingdom was
fractured, and it marked a significant decline in the Ahom dynasty’s power.
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7. Who were the key figures in the Moamoria Rebellion?

The key figures in the Moamoria Rebellion were the Moamoria leaders, including Dhananjoy, who led
the revolt in the early stages. Other leaders, such as Ghanakanta and Hari Dutta, also played
significant roles in organizing and leading the Moamoria forces. The rebellion was marked by the
support of several Ahom generals who sympathized with the Moamoria cause, thus making it a
large-scale insurgency against the Ahom rulers.

8. Discuss the Burmese invasions of Assam.

The Burmese invasions of Assam occurred in the early 19th century, with the first invasion beginning
in 1817 CE. The Burmese, under King Bagyidaw, sought to extend their influence over Assam, which
was strategically important for controlling the northeastern region of India. The Burmese invasions,
particularly the invasions of 1817 and 1819, caused widespread destruction and severely weakened
the Ahom kingdom, leading to their eventual downfall. The invasions culminated in the Treaty of
Yandabo in 1826, marking the end of Ahom sovereignty and the beginning of British rule in Assam.

9. What were the key reasons behind the Burmese invasions of Assam?

The Burmese invasions were driven by a desire for territorial expansion and economic control over
Assam, which was strategically located between Burma and British India. Assam’s fertile land, natural
resources, and strategic position made it an attractive target for the Burmese. Moreover, the internal
weakness of the Ahom kingdom, weakened by the Moamoria Rebellion and political instability, made
it vulnerable to external aggression, especially from the Burmese.

10. Explain the role of the British in the defeat of the Burmese in Assam.

The British played a crucial role in the defeat of the Burmese during the First Anglo-Burmese War
(1824-1826). The British, already engaged in military operations against the Burmese in Burma,
extended their support to the Ahom kingdom to curb the Burmese threat. The collaboration
between the British and local Assamese forces led to the eventual defeat of the Burmese. The Treaty
of Yandabo in 1826 ended the Burmese rule in Assam and marked the beginning of British control
over the region.

11. How did the Treaty of Yandabo affect the Ahom kingdom?

The Treaty of Yandabo, signed in 1826, marked the end of Burmese control over Assam and
transferred the region to British control. The treaty effectively ended the Ahom kingdom's
sovereignty, and Assam became a part of the British Empire. The treaty also resulted in the
annexation of Assam, with the British gaining control over its resources and administration. The
Ahom kings lost their political power, and the region was governed directly by the British.

12. Describe the role of the Ahom kingdom in the First Anglo-Burmese War.
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The Ahom kingdom, under the leadership of local generals and chiefs, allied with the British during
the First Anglo-Burmese War. The Ahoms assisted the British by providing military support against
the Burmese forces, particularly during the siege of Guwahati. The Ahom resistance, although
weakened by internal struggles and previous rebellions, contributed to the overall British victory,
culminating in the Treaty of Yandabo.

13. What was the impact of the Burmese invasions on the people of Assam?

The Burmese invasions caused significant suffering to the people of Assam. The invasions led to
widespread destruction of property, loss of life, and the displacement of many communities. The
Burmese forces looted villages, destroyed temples, and forcibly recruited locals into their army. The
economic impact of the invasions was severe, with agricultural lands being devastated and trade
disrupted.

14. What were the main causes of the downfall of the Ahom kingdom?

The downfall of the Ahom kingdom was caused by a combination of internal and external factors.
Internally, the Moamoria Rebellion weakened the political structure and unity of the kingdom.
Externally, the Burmese invasions, along with the rising influence of the British in the region, further
eroded the Ahom kingdom’s power. Additionally, economic difficulties and administrative
inefficiencies contributed to the decline of the Ahom rule.

15. Discuss the significance of Rang Ghar during the reign of Rudra Singha.

Rang Ghar, built during the reign of Rudra Singha (1696-1714 CE), is considered one of the most
iconic architectural achievements of the Ahom kingdom. It is Asia’s first amphitheater and was used
for royal sports and celebrations. The structure’s historical and cultural significance lies in its
representation of the Ahom dynasty's grandeur, as well as the kingdom’s commitment to promoting
arts and culture.

16. Who was the last Ahom king before the Burmese invasions?

Purandar Singha was the last Ahom king before the Burmese invasions. His reign was marked by
political instability and internal divisions. His inability to control the kingdom during the Burmese
invasions led to the collapse of Ahom sovereignty.

17. How did Gadadhar Singha contribute to the administration of the Ahom kingdom?

Gadadhar Singha implemented several reforms to stabilize the Ahom kingdom, including the
reorganization of the administrative structure. He also re-established central control after a period of
instability, strengthening the Paik system and ensuring the loyalty of regional chiefs. His policies
contributed to the kingdom's ability to resist external threats and maintain internal peace.
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18. What was the role of the Ahom military during the Burmese invasions?

The Ahom military played a critical role in resisting the Burmese invasions, especially during the first
few years of conflict. Despite being weakened by internal strife and rebellion, the Ahom forces
fought valiantly against the better-equipped Burmese army. The military strategy employed by the
Ahomes, including guerilla tactics and utilizing local knowledge of the terrain, helped delay the
Burmese victory.

19. What was the effect of the Moamoria Rebellion on the Ahom military?

The Moamoria Rebellion weakened the Ahom military by dividing it and causing a loss of resources.
Many Ahom generals and soldiers were sympathetic to the Moamorias, leading to a lack of cohesion
in the army. This internal division hampered the Ahom ability to resist external threats, particularly
from the Burmese.

20. What were the causes of the decline in the military strength of the Ahom kingdom?

The decline in the military strength of the Ahom kingdom can be attributed to several factors,
including the internal divisions caused by the Moamoria Rebellion, the depletion of resources, and
the lack of effective leadership in the later years of the dynasty. Additionally, the kingdom's focus on
internal administration and culture, rather than military preparedness, led to a weakening of its
defense capabilities against external threats.

21. How did the rise of the British influence the downfall of the Ahom kingdom?

The rise of the British in India was a significant factor in the downfall of the Ahom kingdom. As the
British expanded their influence in the region, they sought control over Assam, a strategically
important area. The British military strength, coupled with the Ahom kingdom’s internal weakness,
made it difficult for the Ahoms to resist British annexation, leading to the end of Ahom sovereignty in
1826.

22. What were the political consequences of the Treaty of Yandabo for Assam?

The Treaty of Yandabo, signed in 1826, resulted in the political annexation of Assam by the British.
The treaty marked the end of the Ahom dynasty's rule and placed Assam under British control. The
political landscape of Assam changed drastically, as local rulers lost their sovereignty and the region
was incorporated into British India.

23. Explain the cultural significance of the reign of Rudra Singha.

Rudra Singha’s reign was marked by a flourishing of art, culture, and architecture in the Ahom
kingdom. He promoted the construction of monuments like Rang Ghar and fostered the growth of
Assamese literature, arts, and theater. His patronage of Vaishnavism and Hindu culture helped
integrate the kingdom's various communities.
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24. What was the role of the Ahom kingdom in regional trade during its zenith?

During the zenith of its rule, the Ahom kingdom was a key player in regional trade. Assam's strategic
location allowed it to engage in trade with neighboring kingdoms, including Bengal, Burma, and
Tibet. The kingdom was a source of valuable resources, such as tea, silk, and elephants, which were
traded across the region.

25. What were the major architectural achievements of Rudra Singha?

Rudra Singha’s reign saw the construction of some of the most significant architectural structures in
Assam, including Rang Ghar, which is considered the first amphitheater in Asia. He also supported
the construction of temples and other public works, which helped consolidate his power and left a
lasting impact on the region’s architectural heritage.

BOARD ANSWER:

Discuss the Zenith of the Ahom Rule under Gadadhar Singha and Rudra Singha

The zenith of the Ahom kingdom is largely attributed to the reigns of two prominent rulers:
Gadadhar Singha and his successor, Rudra Singha. Their rule marked the peak of political stability,
cultural prosperity, and military strength in Assam. The policies they implemented played a crucial
role in consolidating Ahom power and in enhancing the socio-political fabric of the kingdom.

Gadadhar Singha (1681-1696):

Gadadhar Singha ascended to the throne in 1681 and his reign is remembered for the consolidation
of power and the strengthening of the Ahom kingdom. One of the key aspects of his rule was his
ability to maintain peace and stability in a period that had seen considerable internal unrest. The
internal struggle between the rival factions of the Ahom nobility, particularly the conflict between
the Borbaruas (chief ministers) and the Borphukans (military commanders), had undermined the
kingdom's strength in previous years. Gadadhar Singha skillfully navigated these challenges, restoring
order and centralizing power in his hands.

Another notable feature of his reign was his promotion of Hinduism, particularly Vaishnavism, as the
state religion. Under Gadadhar Singha, the kingdom saw the integration of Hindu rituals and religious
practices into the court and state affairs. He took steps to perform regular religious ceremonies and
promote the worship of Lord Vishnu. This move not only solidified his own position as a devout ruler
but also brought the Ahom kingdom closer to the growing influence of Hindu culture in the region,
which was gaining prominence under the influence of surrounding kingdoms like the Koches and the
Mughals.

Despite political stability, Gadadhar Singha’s reign was not free from military challenges. However, he
managed to hold the kingdom together and kept Assam relatively safe from external threats. His
diplomatic efforts helped in maintaining peaceful relations with the neighboring kingdoms, such as
the Koch and Kachari kingdoms.

Rudra Singha (1696-1714):
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Rudra Singha’s reign is often regarded as the peak of Ahom political and cultural power. Ascending
the throne in 1696, Rudra Singha inherited a consolidated and stable kingdom from his predecessor,
Gadadhar Singha. His reign is characterized by an unprecedented cultural renaissance that saw the
flourishing of art, literature, and architecture, alongside political consolidation.

One of the most significant achievements of Rudra Singha was the patronage of Assamese culture
and the arts. He is credited with encouraging the development of Assamese literature, and several
important literary works were written during his time. The famous works of Bhaskar Borpukan, such
as the Buranji (Ahom historical chronicles), were written during his reign. Rudra Singha’s support for
artists, poets, and scholars led to a rich cultural environment, and his court became a center for
Assamese intellectuals.

In terms of architecture, Rudra Singha commissioned the construction of several monumental
structures, including the Rang Ghar, a royal sports pavilion, and a symbol of the Ahom kingdom’s
architectural prowess. These structures showcased the grandeur of the Ahom dynasty and the level
of sophistication achieved under Rudra Singha's rule. Rudra Singha's reign also saw the expansion of
the Ahom kingdom's territory, particularly to the west, which included the annexation of several
smaller kingdoms and territories.

Militarily, Rudra Singha was a capable strategist. He strengthened the Ahom army and ensured that
the kingdom was prepared to defend itself from external threats, especially from the Mughals.
Though the Mughal Empire had ceased to pose a significant threat after the Battle of Saraighat
(1671), Rudra Singha’s vigilance ensured that the kingdom remained secure. He maintained the
power of the Ahom military commanders and bolstered the kingdom's defenses, ensuring that the
Ahom kingdom remained a significant regional power.

Religious and Administrative Reforms:

Both Gadadhar Singha and Rudra Singha introduced important reforms in terms of religion and
administration. Gadadhar Singha's promotion of Vaishnavism and Hindu practices was carried
forward by Rudra Singha. The introduction of Hindu rites in the royal court became a regular feature
of Ahom governance. These reforms allowed for a greater alignment between the state and the
majority Hindu population, which helped strengthen the ruler’s legitimacy.

On the administrative front, the Ahom rulers continued to use a feudal system, where power was
decentralized but tightly controlled by the king. The Ahom rulers maintained control over a vast
number of military officers, known as Borphukans, and other noblemen who administered different
regions of the kingdom. This system ensured that the kingdom could respond efficiently to both
internal and external threats.

2. Examine the Causes and Consequences of the Moamoria Rebellion

The Moamoria Rebellion, also known as the Moamoria Uprising, was a significant event in the history
of Assam. It took place in the 18th century, particularly from 1769 to 1805, and was one of the most
notable revolts against the Ahom rulers. This rebellion, which was initiated by the Moamoria faction
(a religious and socio-political group), was not merely a political rebellion but also had social,
religious, and economic dimensions. The causes and consequences of this rebellion had a lasting
impact on the Ahom dynasty and Assam’s history.

Causes of the Moamoria Rebellion
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1. Religious and Socio-Cultural Tensions: One of the most significant causes of the Moamoria
Rebellion was the growing religious and cultural tensions within the Ahom society. The
Moamorias were followers of a religious sect that had risen in Assam during the 17th
century. They were a part of the larger Vaishnavite movement, which had become
increasingly popular in the region. The Moamoria sect followed a more puritanical and
orthodox version of Vaishnavism, and they were dissatisfied with the Ahom kings' religious
practices, which they believed had deviated from true Vaishnavism. The Ahom rulers had
adopted more syncretic practices, including Hindu rituals that were influenced by the
Brahmins. The Moamorias, in contrast, wanted a return to the traditional Vaishnavite ideals,
creating a religious divide that fueled their resistance.

2. Opposition to the Ahom Political System: The Moamorias, along with other factions, were
dissatisfied with the centralized and authoritarian nature of the Ahom monarchy. The Ahom
rulers were becoming increasingly dependent on their military officers and nobles, who
controlled much of the kingdom’s administration. The common people and local military
leaders, who were discontented with the aristocratic rule, found an ally in the Moamoria
leaders. The Moamorias believed that the existing political structure, dominated by the
aristocracy and military elite, was exploitative and unfair, thus pushing them to demand
more representation and changes in governance.

3. Economic Factors: The Ahom kingdom was facing internal economic troubles, exacerbated
by mismanagement and external pressures. A series of natural calamities, such as floods and
famines, coupled with an inefficient taxation system, led to economic hardship for the
common people. The Moamoria sect, which was a strong force among the peasantry,
capitalized on this dissatisfaction. They promised to bring about reforms in the economic and
administrative structures, which made their cause appealing to the masses who were
suffering under heavy taxation and a-lack of resources.

4. Political Instability: During the latter half of the 18th century, the Ahom kingdom was facing
a series of weak and ineffective rulers. The death of King Rudra Singha in 1714 had led to a
series of succession crises and internal conflicts. This political instability undermined the
authority of the throne, creating a vacuum in which factions like the Moamorias could gain
support. The Moamoria Rebellion was partly a result of the weakened royal authority, as
local military leaders, religious groups, and peasants found it easier to challenge the
monarchy.

5. Failure of the Ahom Military Leadership: The Ahom military forces, which had once been
formidable, were weakened by poor leadership and a lack of coordination. The rebellion was
further fueled by a breakdown in the military discipline and morale within the Ahom army.
The Moamoria faction, despite being less organized initially, managed to gather considerable
support from local militias and military officers who had become disillusioned with the Ahom
rulers.

Consequences of the Moamoria Rebellion

1. Political Instability and Decline of the Ahom Power: The most significant consequence of
the Moamoria Rebellion was the weakening of the Ahom kingdom. Although the rebellion
did not lead to the immediate collapse of the Ahom rule, it severely undermined the power
of the monarchy. The Ahom rulers were unable to quell the rebellion entirely, and for several
years, the kingdom was embroiled in a civil conflict. This instability paved the way for the
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eventual decline of Ahom power in the region, making the kingdom vulnerable to external
invasions and internal dissent.

2. Loss of Territory: The Moamoria Rebellion led to the loss of significant territories under the
control of the Ahom kingdom. The rebels managed to seize several important regions,
especially in the eastern and central parts of Assam. The prolonged conflict diverted the
attention and resources of the Ahom monarchy, making it difficult for them to defend their
territories. Consequently, parts of the kingdom fell under the control of the rebels and other
external forces, including the Burmese invaders who took advantage of the weakened Ahom
kingdom in the later years.

3. Increased Burmese Influence and Invasion: The prolonged instability in Assam due to the
Moamoria Rebellion made the kingdom more vulnerable to foreign invasions, particularly
from the Burmese. In the early 19th century, the Burmese, who had already been eyeing
Assam for expansion, took advantage of the political chaos caused by the rebellion. The
Ahom kingdom was invaded by the Burmese in 1817, and Assam’s political situation
deteriorated further. This invasion eventually contributed to the downfall of the Ahom
dynasty.

4. Strengthening of the British Role in Assam: The consequences of the Moamoria Rebellion
also included the increasing influence of the British in Assam. As the Ahom kingdom
weakened, the British began to take more interest in the region, not just from a commercial
perspective but also from a political one. The rebellion and the subsequent instability made
it easier for the British to establish themselves as a dominant force in Assam, which they
later annexed in the 19th century after the Anglo-Burmese War (1824-1826).

5. Social and Cultural Impact: The Moamoria Rebellion had a lasting impact on Assamese
society. It led to a significant disruption-in-the social fabric, as the rebellion was not just a
political conflict but also a religious and social upheaval. The Moamorias’ resistance against
the Ahom rulers, who they saw as deviating from true religious practices, left a legacy of
sectarian tension. It also marked the rise of the peasantry and lower classes as a political
force, influencing future social and political movements in Assam.

3. Describe the Impact of the Burmese Invasions on the Ahom Kingdom

The Burmese invasions of Assam in the early 19th century had a profound and lasting impact on the
Ahom kingdom. The invasions, which occurred between 1817 and 1826, marked the end of the
centuries-old Ahom rule in the region and set the stage for British intervention and eventual
annexation. These invasions were not just military confrontations; they had deep political, social, and
economic consequences for the Ahom kingdom. The Burmese invasions thus represent one of the
most significant turning points in the history of Assam.

The Context and Background of the Invasions

The Burmese invasions of Assam were a consequence of the growing imperial ambitions of the
Burmese kingdom, which, under King Bodawpaya and later King Bagyidaw, sought to expand their
territory beyond Myanmar (Burma) into the northeastern regions of India, including Assam. During
the period of the Moamaoria Rebellion, which had weakened the Ahom kingdom, the Burmese saw
an opportunity to exploit Assam's internal turmoil. The Ahom kingdom, already facing political
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instability and weak leadership, was ill-prepared to defend itself against a powerful and organized
military force like the Burmese.

Immediate Impact of the Burmese Invasions

1. Miilitary Defeat and Loss of Territory: The Burmese invasions resulted in a decisive military
defeat for the Ahom kingdom. In 1817, the Burmese forces, led by their general, Mahadum,
entered Assam and rapidly defeated the Ahom army. This initial victory for the Burmese led
to the occupation of several important territories in Assam. The Ahoms, who had once
maintained a formidable military reputation, were no match for the well-trained and
disciplined Burmese forces. The Ahom capital, Jorhat, and other key areas came under
Burmese control, marking a significant loss for the kingdom.

2. Destruction of Infrastructure: The Burmese invasions had a devastating impact on the
infrastructure of the Ahom kingdom. The Burmese army, during their occupation, destroyed
several towns, villages, and agricultural lands. The Ahom capital was sacked, and the region
faced widespread looting, plundering, and burning of property. This destruction disrupted
the lives of the common people, caused immense suffering, and led to a severe economic
downturn. The destruction of agricultural lands and the looting of wealth severely affected
the economy, which had already been fragile due to previous internal conflicts.

3. Capture of the Ahom King and Royal Family: One of the most significant events during the
Burmese invasion was the capture of the Ahom king, Rajeshwar Singh, and his royal family. In
1821, the Burmese captured the king and took him as a prisoner. The royal family was exiled
to Burma, and the Ahom throne was rendered powerless. This removal of the royal family
and the absence of strong leadership further destabilized the already weakening political
structure of the kingdom. It marked the end of effective Ahom rule.in Assam, as the Burmese
took control of the region.

Social and Economic Impact

1. Displacement of the Population: The Burmese invasions resulted in the displacement of
large sections of the population. Many people were either killed or forced to flee from their
homes to escape the brutality of the Burmese invaders. The common people, especially in
the rural areas, suffered greatly, with villages being abandoned and entire communities
uprooted. Many fled to neighboring regions, and the once-populous areas of Assam became
desolate.

2. Economic Decline: The Burmese invasions further devastated the already weakened
economy of the Ahom kingdom. The destruction of agricultural fields, the looting of wealth,
and the disruption of trade caused severe economic setbacks. The kingdom's traditional
sources of revenue, including taxes from agriculture and trade, were severely affected. The
destruction of towns and markets also disrupted trade routes, further isolating Assam from
other parts of India.

3. Decline of Traditional Social Structures: The Burmese invasions led to the collapse of the
traditional social and administrative systems in Assam. The loss of royal authority left a
power vacuum, and the once stable social hierarchy in Ahom society began to break down.
The noble families and military leaders who had once held power were either defeated or
displaced, and local administrations fell into disarray. This loss of structure had long-term
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implications for the social fabric of Assam, contributing to the further decline of the
kingdom.

The Rise of British Influence

1. Intervention by the British East India Company: The Burmese invasions of Assam also led to
increased British involvement in the region. The British East India Company, which had
already established control over much of India, saw the Burmese incursions as a threat to
their interests. In 1824, the British intervened in the conflict, leading to the First Anglo-
Burmese War. The British helped the remnants of the Ahom forces and the local resistance in
Assam to fight against the Burmese. By 1826, the war ended with the Treaty of Yandabo,
which resulted in the British gaining control over Assam.

2. Annexation of Assam by the British: Following the Treaty of Yandabo, the British annexed
Assam, formally ending the Ahom dynasty’s rule. Assam was ceded to the British as part of
the peace settlement between the British and the Burmese. The defeat of the Burmese and
the subsequent annexation of Assam marked the end of the Ahom kingdom, which had ruled
the region for nearly six centuries. The British consolidated their control over the region and
began integrating it into their colonial empire.

Long-term Consequences

1. End of Ahom Rule: The most significant long-term consequence of the Burmese invasions
was the end of the Ahom dynasty’s rule over Assam. The Ahom kings, once powerful rulers,
lost their sovereignty, and Assam was absorbed into the British Empire. The defeat of the
Ahoms marked the conclusion of a glorious era in Assam’s history.

2. Cultural and Political Changes: The collapse of the Ahom kingdom-and the advent of British
rule led to significant cultural and political changes in Assam. The traditional Ahom customs,
governance systems, and social structures were replaced by British colonial policies. Assam’s
political landscape was reshaped, and the region became part of a larger colonial entity,
which had its own priorities and interests.

3. Legacy of the Burmese Invasions: The legacy of the Burmese invasions is still remembered in
Assam’s history as a time of great suffering and loss. It contributed to the weakening of
traditional Assamese culture and governance. However, it also set the stage for new
developments under British rule, which eventually led to modernization but at the cost of
local autonomy.

4. Critically Analyze the Leadership and Military Strategy of Lachit Borphukan in the Battle of
Saraighat

The Battle of Saraighat, fought in 1671, stands as one of the most significant military confrontations
in the history of Assam. It was a defining moment that showcased the brilliance of the Ahom
commander, Lachit Borphukan. Lachit’s leadership and military strategy played a crucial role in the
defeat of the Mughal forces under the command of Raja Ram Singh, marking a turning point in the
defense of Assam against external invaders. His strategies, leadership qualities, and the moral
strength he exhibited during the battle have been celebrated in Assamese history and remain a
source of pride. This essay critically analyzes Lachit Borphukan's leadership and military strategies in
the Battle of Saraighat.
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Context of the Battle

The Mughal empire, under Emperor Aurangzeb, sought to expand its territories into the northeast of
India. Assam, which was ruled by the Ahoms, stood as a barrier to Mughal expansion. After several
unsuccessful attempts to subdue the Ahoms, the Mughals launched another major campaign in
1671. Raja Ram Singh, a Mughal general, was tasked with leading the invasion of Assam. The Ahoms,
led by Lachit Borphukan, faced this massive threat with determination and resourcefulness. The
battle took place on the Brahmaputra River, near Saraighat, and was not only a military confrontation
but also a contest of will and intelligence.

Leadership Qualities of Lachit Borphukan

Lachit Borphukan’s leadership during the Battle of Saraighat is often seen as a paradigm of military
strategy and personal valor. His qualities as a leader were central to the success of the Ahoms in
repelling the Mughal forces. Lachit was not just a military commander; he was a leader who
understood the cultural, social, and psychological aspects of warfare. One of his notable leadership
traits was his ability to inspire loyalty and unwavering commitment in his soldiers. His charismatic
leadership and deep understanding of his men’s strengths and weaknesses played a crucial role in
maintaining morale during the battle.

Lachit’s ability to lead by example was particularly striking. His personal valor and tireless efforts on
the battlefield earned him the respect and admiration of his troops. Even when severely ill during the
battle, Lachit refused to leave the battlefield, displaying extraordinary courage and determination.
His leadership, which combined tactical intelligence and personal bravery, inspired his forces to fight
fiercely against the much larger Mughal army.

Military Strategy and Tactics

Lachit Borphukan’s military strategy during the Battle of Saraighat was a combination of guerrilla
tactics, terrain advantage, and effective use of naval forces. The battle was fought on the
Brahmaputra River, which provided the Ahoms with a strategic advantage. Lachit capitalized on the
river's geography to counter the Mughals’ numerical superiority and superior artillery.

One of Lachit's most remarkable strategies was his use of the Ahom navy. Unlike the Mughals, who
relied heavily on their land forces, Lachit understood the importance of naval warfare in a riverine
environment like Assam. He effectively used the river to his advantage, deploying his naval forces to
control the waterways and disrupt the Mughal supply lines. The Ahom navy was equipped with
boats, which were maneuverable and well-suited to the narrow and winding rivers of Assam. This
allowed the Ahoms to launch surprise attacks on the Mughal fleet, which was less accustomed to
such tactics.

Lachit also used the natural terrain to his advantage. The dense forests and the network of rivers in
Assam were unfamiliar to the Mughal forces. Lachit exploited this unfamiliarity by using terrain to
hide his forces, making it difficult for the Mughal army to launch a decisive attack. This knowledge of
the local geography allowed Lachit to conduct surprise ambushes and counterattacks, effectively
neutralizing the Mughal artillery, which was a significant advantage for the invading forces.

Another critical aspect of Lachit’s strategy was his ability to coordinate a defensive and offensive
strategy simultaneously. While the Mughal forces launched frontal attacks, Lachit engaged in
guerrilla warfare to undermine their morale. His strategy involved striking at the weakest points of
the enemy while avoiding direct confrontations with their stronger units. This strategy of attrition
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eventually wore down the Mughal forces, who were forced to retreat after suffering significant
losses.

Morale and Determination

The moral strength of Lachit Borphukan was one of the key factors that contributed to the success of
the Ahoms in the Battle of Saraighat. His leadership was marked by a strong sense of patriotism and
commitment to the protection of his land and people. During the battle, when Lachit’s own uncle,
who was in charge of the navy, was found to have compromised the battle by fleeing the scene,
Lachit took the tough decision to execute him, even though he was a family member. This act of
discipline sent a strong message to his troops about the importance of loyalty and courage in the
face of adversity.

Lachit’s determination, despite being gravely ill, was another testament to his character. According to
popular accounts, Lachit was suffering from severe illness but chose to remain on the battlefield. His
refusal to leave, even when his health deteriorated, became a source of inspiration for his men. His
indomitable willpower and personal commitment to the cause were critical in ensuring that the
Ahoms did not surrender despite the formidable Mughal presence.

The Result and Legacy

The result of the Battle of Saraighat was a significant victory for the Ahoms. Despite the numerical
superiority of the Mughal forces, Lachit’s leadership, combined with his innovative military
strategies, led to a crushing defeat for the Mughals. The battle not only protected Assam from
Mughal conquest but also became a symbol of resistance against foreign domination.

Lachit Borphukan’s role in the battle is celebrated as a classic example of military brilliance, courage,
and leadership. His tactical intelligence, his understanding of the terrain, and his unwavering
commitment to his kingdom turned the tide in favor of the Ahoms. The victory at Saraighat ensured
the continued independence of Assam and marked a defining moment in the region’s history.

5. Analyze the Causes and Consequences of the Downfall of the Ahom Kingdom

The Ahom Kingdom, once a powerful and prosperous entity in Northeast India, eventually
succumbed to a series of internal and external pressures, leading to its downfall by the early 19th
century. The decline of the Ahom kingdom was not an abrupt collapse but a gradual erosion of its
power and influence due to a combination of political, economic, social, and military factors. This
essay analyzes the causes and consequences of the downfall of the Ahom kingdom.

Causes of the Downfall of the Ahom Kingdom

1. Internal Political Instability: One of the major causes behind the downfall of the Ahom
kingdom was internal political instability. From the late 17th century onwards, the kingdom
experienced frequent dynastic struggles, succession disputes, and factionalism. The Ahom
rulers became increasingly weak and ineffective, with the lack of strong leadership leading to
a weakening of central authority. The royal family often engaged in power struggles, which
undermined the stability of the administration.

The Moamoria Rebellion (1744-1751) further exacerbated the internal instability. It was a significant
challenge to the Ahom rule, as the Moamorias, who were initially loyal soldiers, rose in revolt against
the Ahom administration. Although the rebellion was eventually suppressed, it weakened the Ahom
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state significantly. The rebellion highlighted the growing internal divisions and the inability of the
Ahom rulers to effectively manage dissent within their own ranks.

2. Decline in Military Strength: The military strength of the Ahoms, once a major factor in their
success, began to decline. The military faced several challenges, including a lack of discipline,
inadequate training, and the weakening of the Ahom navy, which had once been a major
strength. The kingdom’s inability to maintain a strong and well-equipped army made it
vulnerable to external invasions and internal rebellions.

The defeat at the hands of the Burmese in the early 19th century also exposed the Ahom military’s
inability to defend its territories effectively. The lack of adequate resources, including armament and
manpowetr, played a crucial role in this decline. Moreover, the military's inability to respond to
external threats, such as the Burmese invasions, demonstrated its diminishing effectiveness in
protecting the kingdom.

3. Economic Decline: The economic foundation of the Ahom kingdom began to crumble due to
continuous warfare and internal conflicts. The wars, both internal and external, drained the
resources of the state. The Mughal and Burmese invasions, along with the internal
rebellions, led to economic disruptions, including the destruction of agricultural lands, trade
routes, and infrastructure. The Ahom kingdom, which had once been prosperous due to its
control over the fertile Brahmaputra Valley, saw a decline in agricultural production and
trade.

The economy suffered as a result of the prolonged conflicts, which reduced the kingdom’s ability to
generate revenue. The weakening of the state's economic base, combined with the increased
corruption within the administration, led to a decline in public resources and further weakened the
kingdom's power.

4. Burmese Invasions and External Threats: The Burmese invasions in the early 19th century
were a major blow to the already weakened Ahom kingdom. The Burmese, under King
Bodawpaya, attacked Assam in 1817 and again in 1821, devastating the region and further
depleting the Ahom’s military and economic resources. The invasions resulted in significant
loss of life, destruction of infrastructure, and further destabilization of the kingdom.

The Ahoms were unable to withstand the onslaught of the Burmese, who eventually captured the
Ahom capital, Gargaon, and forced the Ahom king to seek refuge. The Burmese invasions exposed
the weakness of the Ahom military and further undermined the kingdom’s ability to defend itself.
These invasions were one of the final nails in the coffin for the Ahom kingdom’s stability.

5. Colonial Influence and British Intervention: The British East India Company began to take an
interest in Assam in the 18th century. The Ahom kingdom’s declining power made it an
attractive target for British expansion. After the Burmese invasions, the British intervened in
the region and offered assistance to the Ahoms in exchange for political and economic
control. The Treaty of Yandabo (1826) between the Burmese and the British led to the end of
the Burmese presence in Assam, but it also marked the beginning of British influence in the
region.

The British, through their strategic alliances, gradually gained control over Assam. In 1826, the British
annexed Assam into their empire, officially ending the Ahom rule. The fall of the Ahom kingdom was,
in part, a result of the weakening of its military and political institutions, which made it susceptible to
British colonial ambitions.
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Consequences of the Downfall of the Ahom Kingdom

1. Loss of Independence: The immediate consequence of the downfall of the Ahom kingdom
was the loss of Assam's political independence. After the British annexation in 1826, Assam
became a part of the British Empire. The British took control of the administration and began
implementing their policies, which were designed to serve the interests of the colonial rulers
rather than the local population. The Ahom kings, who had once been the sovereign rulers of
the region, were reduced to mere figureheads.

2. Cultural and Social Changes: The decline of the Ahom kingdom also led to significant cultural
and social changes in the region. The British introduced new administrative systems, which
disrupted the traditional ways of governance. The social and economic structure of Assam
underwent a transformation, with the introduction of new land policies and a taxation
system that often burdened the local population.

The decline of Ahom rule also saw the weakening of traditional customs, and the influx of British
influence led to the introduction of Western education, law, and governance. These changes had
long-lasting effects on the region's culture, language, and social fabric.

3. Economic Shifts: The British colonization brought about significant economic changes in
Assam. While the British introduced new forms of agricultural practices and expanded the
tea industry, they also imposed exploitative policies that drained the resources of the region.
The Ahoms had once relied on a flourishing agrarian economy, but under British rule, the
region's resources were increasingly extracted for the benefit of the colonial empire.

The British also introduced a new economic structure that included land reforms and a cash-crop
economy. The shift from subsistence agriculture to cash-crop cultivation, especially the cultivation of
tea, led to significant changes in the region’s economy, but it also made Assam more dependent on
the colonial rulers.

4. Decline of Traditional Power Structures: With the fall of the Ahom kingdom, the traditional
power structures in Assam were eroded. The Ahom nobles, who had enjoyed significant
influence and control over the region, lost their power and were relegated to minor roles
under British rule. This shift in power dynamics led to the disintegration of the traditional
aristocracy, which had been a key feature of Ahom governance.
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UNIT-V

ONE MARK:

1. What was the main feature of the Ahom administrative system?

The Ahom administrative system was characterized by a feudal structure, with the king at the top,
followed by nobles, military commanders, and village headmen, all having specific administrative
duties.

2. Who was the supreme authority in the Ahom kingdom?
The supreme authority in the Ahom kingdom was the Swargadeo, the king.

3. What was the role of the Borbarua in the Ahom administration?
The Borbarua was the chief minister and the head of the civil administration in the Ahom kingdom.

4. What role did the Barpatra Gohain play in the Ahom administration?
The Barpatra Gohain was the chief military officer, responsible for overseeing the military affairs of
the kingdom.

5. What was the purpose of the Buranjis in the Ahom kingdom?
The Buranjis were historical chronicles written to document the events of the Ahom kingdom,
especially the political and military happenings.

6. Who introduced the system of Patro in the Ahom administration?
The system of Patro was introduced by Swargadeo Rudra Singha for better administration and
revenue collection.

7. What was the function of the Deodhai in Ahom society?
The Deodhai was a religious official who acted as an intermediary between the royal family and the
gods, conducting rituals.

8. What system did the Ahoms adopt to govern their territories?
The Ahoms adopted a feudal system to govern their territories, with land granted to the nobles in
exchange for military service.

9. Who were the Miri in Ahom society?
The Miri were the indigenous people of Assam who were integrated into the Ahom kingdom and
played a significant role in its military and administrative setup.

10. What was the importance of Vaishnavism in Assam?
Vaishnavism played a pivotal role in unifying people, establishing religious reforms, and providing a
cultural identity to the people of Assam.

11. Who is known as the father of Vaishnavism in Assam?
Srimanta Sankardev is known as the father of Vaishnavism in Assam, having introduced and
popularized the Bhakti movement.
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12. **What was the main message of Sankardev’s teachings?
The main message of Sankardev’s teachings was devotion to Lord Vishnu, emphasizing love,
equality, and social justice.

13. **What is Sankardev’s contribution to Assamese literature?
Sankardev contributed significantly to Assamese literature by writing the Borgeet, Bhakti texts, and
Ankiya Nats (short plays).

14. What is the Bhakti movement in Assam?
The Bhakti movement in Assam, led by Srimanta Sankardev, emphasized devotion to Lord Vishnu
through song, dance, and drama.

15. **What was the Satra system introduced by Sankardev?
The Satra system introduced by Sankardev was a monastic institution where people gathered to
worship, learn, and practice religious teachings.

16. What was the economic base of the Ahom kingdom?
The economy of the Ahom kingdom was primarily agrarian, with agriculture as the main source of
revenue.

17. What role did the tea industry play in the Ahom economy?
The tea industry did not exist during the Ahom rule, but the fertile land laid the foundation for tea
cultivation in later periods under British rule.

18. What were the primary occupations of the people of the Ahom kingdom?
The primary occupations of the people were agriculture, farming, and craftsmanship.

19. What was the role of cattle in the Ahom economy?
Cattle were essential for plowing fields, providing milk, and were also used as a form of wealth and
status in Ahom society.

20. **What was the role of the Silk Industry in Ahom society?
The silk industry was an important part of the Ahom economy, with Muga silk being an essential
part of Assamese culture and trade.

21. What was the role of trade and commerce in the Ahom kingdom?
Trade and commerce were significant, with the Ahoms engaging in trade with neighboring regions
and foreign countries, including China, Myanmar, and Bengal.

22. What were the Ahom land revenue systems?
The Ahoms followed the Patta system, where land was granted to nobles and village headmen in
exchange for services, including revenue collection.

23. What was the social structure of the Ahom kingdom?
The social structure of the Ahom kingdom was hierarchical, with the Swargadeo at the top, followed
by the nobles, military officers, and common people.

24. What was the role of women in the Ahom society?
Women in Ahom society enjoyed a relatively high status, with many playing significant roles in
religious and administrative activities.

25. What was the significance of the Satra in shaping social life in Assam?
The Satra system helped unify Assamese society through religious teachings, social reform, and
cultural activities.
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26. How did Srimanta Sankardev promote social equality in Assam?
Srimanta Sankardev promoted social equality by rejecting caste distinctions and encouraging people
from all walks of life to participate in religious and cultural activities.

27. What were the social reforms initiated by Sankardev?
Sankardev initiated reforms that emphasized equality, devotion, and simple living, focusing on
spirituality and social justice.

28. What was the status of women during the Ahom rule?
Women during the Ahom rule had considerable rights, including owning property, inheriting wealth,
and participating in cultural practices.

29. What were the religious practices followed in the Ahom kingdom?
The Ahoms primarily followed Hinduism, with a special emphasis on Vaishnavism, though they also
practiced traditional animism and worshipped deities like Bormoni.

30. How did the Ahoms preserve their culture and traditions?
The Ahoms preserved their culture and traditions through religious practices, literature, art, dance,
and the Satra system, which was integral to social and religious life.

TWO MARK:
1. What was the role of the Borbarua in the Ahom administrative system?

The Borbarua was one of the key officials in the Ahom administration, serving as the chief minister
and responsible for overseeing the civil and administrative affairs of the kingdom. The Borbarua
played a vital role in advising the Swargadeo (king) and ensuring the implementation of royal orders.
This position helped to maintain law and order in the kingdom and act as a bridge between the king
and the nobles.

2. Explain the role of the Barpatra Gohain in the Ahom administration.

The Barpatra Gohain was the chief military officer in the Ahom kingdom, responsible for managing
the kingdom’s military forces. His duties included organizing the army, making strategic decisions
during wars, and overseeing the defense of the kingdom. The Barpatra Gohain was a key figure in the
Ahom administrative hierarchy and played a crucial role in ensuring the stability and security of the
kingdom.

3. How was the Ahom kingdom divided administratively?

The Ahom kingdom was divided into several administrative units called Sarkars (provinces), each
managed by a Sarkari. Each Sarkar was further subdivided into Mahals and Parganas. These units
were governed by officials who were either appointed by the Swargadeo or were nobles who
controlled territories granted to them in return for military service or loyalty.

4. Describe the military organization of the Ahom kingdom.

The military of the Ahom kingdom was well-organized and hierarchical. The Barpatra Gohain was in
charge of the army, and military officers were ranked based on their experience and service. Soldiers
were recruited from various regions, and the military system was based on a feudal model. The
Ahoms also introduced specialized military tactics, including the use of elephants, cavalry, and
infantry, along with a strong naval force.
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5. What was the system of land grants in the Ahom kingdom?

The Ahom kingdom followed a feudal system of land grants, where land was granted to nobles and
military officers (known as Lalungs, Baruas, and Borbaruas) in return for military service, loyalty, and
revenue collection. This system ensured that the kingdom had sufficient resources for defense and
administration while maintaining loyalty among the nobility.

6. What were the key features of the Vaishnava Reformation in Assam?

The Vaishnava Reformation in Assam was spearheaded by Srimanta Sankardev. It focused on
devotion to Lord Vishnu through Bhakti (devotion) and emphasized equality, social harmony, and a
rejection of caste-based discrimination. Sankardev also introduced the Satra system, where followers
could gather to perform religious rituals, sing hymns, and partake in spiritual discussions, thus
creating a more inclusive society.

7. What impact did Srimanta Sankardev have on Assamese culture?

Srimanta Sankardev had a profound impact on Assamese culture by promoting the Bhakti
movement and encouraging people to worship Lord Vishnu. He also introduced new forms of
literature, including Borgeet (devotional songs), Ankiya Nats (one-act plays), and Bhakti texts, which
enriched Assamese literature and arts. His reforms shaped the religious and cultural identity of
Assam.

8. Explain the significance of the Satra system in Assam.

The Satra system, introduced by Srimanta Sankardev, was a unique religious and social institution in
Assam. It served as a center for Vaishnavism, where people gathered for religious activities, including
singing Borgeets and performing Ankiya Nats. The Satra also functioned as an educational
institution, where people could learn about scriptures, philosophy, and other cultural practices. It
played a vital role in shaping the social and religious fabric of Assamese society.

9. What was the role of women in the Vaishnava Reformation in Assam?

Women played an important role in the Vaishnava Reformation by actively participating in the Satra
system, religious singing, and festivals. Srimanta Sankardev promoted social equality, allowing
women to be an integral part of religious practices. Women's participation in these religious and
cultural activities was pivotal in spreading the Bhakti movement and in challenging the caste-based
discrimination of the time.

10. How did the Ahom kingdom contribute to the economy of Assam?

The Ahom kingdom contributed significantly to the economy of Assam through its agrarian-based
economy. The Ahoms promoted irrigation systems, ensuring a steady supply of water for agriculture.
They also developed land revenue systems, and the kingdom became a center for trade and
commerce. The Ahoms also contributed to the development of the tea industry, though it was more
prominent in later years during British rule.

11. What was the role of agriculture in the Ahom economy?

Agriculture was the backbone of the Ahom economy. The kingdom was primarily an agrarian society,
with the majority of the population engaged in farming. The Ahoms introduced improved agricultural
practices, including the construction of irrigation canals, which led to higher crop yields. Rice, jute,
and oilseeds were some of the staple crops cultivated, contributing to the kingdom’s prosperity.
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12. What were the major trade routes of the Ahom kingdom?

The Ahom kingdom was strategically located, with important trade routes connecting Assam to
neighboring regions like Bengal, Mochang, and Myanmar. Trade was conducted by river routes,
including the Brahmaputra River, which served as a major transportation route for goods like tea,
cotton, and silk.

13. How did the Ahom kingdom manage foreign relations?

The Ahom kingdom maintained diplomatic relations with neighboring kingdoms, such as Kachari,
Kamata, Jayantia, and Koch. The Ahoms also had interactions with the Mughals and Burmese, and
their foreign policy focused on protecting the kingdom’s sovereignty while expanding territory
through conquest or alliances.

14. Describe the importance of Muga silk in the Ahom economy.

Muga silk, a unique product of Assam, played a significant role in the Ahom economy. The
cultivation of Muga silkworms and the production of Muga silk was highly valued in Assamese
society and contributed to trade. It was used to make traditional Assamese garments like mekhela
chadar and was an important export item.

15. How did the social hierarchy function in the Ahom kingdom?

The social hierarchy of the Ahom kingdom was rigid, with the Swargadeo (king) at the top, followed
by nobles, military officers, and commoners. Caste and tribal divisions existed, but the Bhakti
movement introduced by Srimanta Sankardev helped reduce some social disparities by promoting
equality among the people.

16. What were the major festivals celebrated in the Ahom kingdom?

The major festivals in the Ahom kingdom included Bihu, Rongali Bihu, Magh Bihu, and Bohag Bihu.
These festivals marked the agricultural cycles and were celebrated with dancing, singing, and
feasting. Vaishnava festivals, like Janmashtami, also held great significance due to the influence of
Sankardev’s reforms.

17. What was the role of the Deodhai in Ahom society?

The Deodhai were religious leaders who had a significant role in the Ahom kingdom. They were
responsible for conducting religious rituals, mediating between the people and the gods, and
preserving traditional beliefs. The Deodhai had considerable influence on both the royal family and
the common people.

18. What were the significant contributions of the Miri people in the Ahom kingdom?

The Miri people were indigenous to Assam and played a crucial role in the Ahom kingdom, especially
in the military and agriculture sectors. They were skilled farmers and soldiers, and their support
helped the Ahoms defend their territories and maintain their dominance in the region.

19. Explain the role of the Sankardeva's disciples in spreading Vaishnavism.

The disciples of Srimanta Sankardev played an essential role in spreading Vaishnavism throughout
Assam. They traveled to different regions, established Satra institutions, and taught people the
principles of Bhakti, leading to the widespread adoption of the Vaishnavite faith and social reforms in
Assam.
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20. How did the Ahom kingdom influence the culture of Assam?

The Ahom kingdom had a lasting impact on Assamese culture through its religious practices,
language, and arts. The Ahoms encouraged the development of Assamese literature, music, and
dance, particularly through the influence of Srimanta Sankardev’s teachings and the Satra system.

21. What was the role of land revenue in the Ahom economy?

Land revenue was a key source of income for the Ahom kingdom. The Ahoms introduced a land
revenue system in which nobles, military officials, and village headmen were

BOARD ANSWER:

1. Discuss the Ahom system of administration, highlighting its key features and structure.

The Ahom kingdom, which ruled Assam for nearly six centuries, had a highly organized and
structured administration. The system was based on traditional and indigenous practices, reflecting
the needs of a diverse and multi-ethnic population. The Ahom administration was designed to
ensure stability, social welfare, and the effective control of both land and people. It evolved over
time, blending military, bureaucratic, and local structures.

1. Central Administration

At the top of the Ahom administrative structure was the Swargadeo, the king, who was the supreme
authority. The Swargadeo had absolute power over all matters of governance, including law, military
strategy, and religious affairs. However, his authority was not entirely absolute, as he was advised by
a council of ministers called the Buranjis, who were responsible for writing and recording the state’s
activities and affairs. The Buranjis were also instrumental in policy-making, providing the Swargadeo
with reports on different issues affecting the kingdom.

The central administration included several key officials such as the Borphukan (military
commander), Patrogohain (head of the civil administration), and Burhagohain (a high-ranking officer
responsible for the administration of military and civilian matters). These officers had important roles
in overseeing the kingdom’s various departments and ensuring that the Swargadeo’s orders were
carried out efficiently.

2. Military Administration

The military was a vital aspect of the Ahom administration, given the frequent invasions and conflicts
the kingdom faced. The Borphukan, as the head of the military, was responsible for organizing the
kingdom’s defense. The Ahom military was known for its strong organization, with soldiers being
divided into different units, each commanded by a Phukan. The Ahoms had a system of recruiting
soldiers from different ethnic communities, which helped them maintain a multi-ethnic, yet unified,
army.

The army was further divided into two branches: the foot soldiers and the cavalry, with the latter
playing an important role during the wars with neighboring kingdoms and the Mughals. The Ahoms
also utilized war elephants, which were instrumental in warfare. The military was funded through a
tax system that provided the necessary resources for training and equipment.

3. Local Administration

CareerStudy.in - North East No. 1 Trusted APP For UG & PG Students




ﬂ CAREER STUDY
The Learning App

At the local level, the Ahom system was characterized by a decentralized administration. The
kingdom was divided into several regions known as Sattras or Mahals, each managed by a local
official called a Phukan. The Sattras were further subdivided into smaller units known as Paiks, which
were the lowest administrative units, primarily responsible for local governance.

The Paik system was central to the local administration and the military. Under the Paik system,
every able-bodied male was required to contribute a certain amount of labor for the kingdom's
needs, whether it be for the military or for state-building projects like road construction and
agriculture. This system allowed the Ahom kings to maintain a well-organized and highly effective
administrative structure, even in remote areas.

4. Judicial System

The Ahom judicial system was also highly structured, with a division of responsibilities between the
central and local courts. At the local level, disputes were handled by the Gohain or the Burhagohain,
who acted as both judicial and administrative authorities. They were responsible for ensuring that
the laws of the kingdom were followed and for maintaining social order.

At the central level, the Swargadeo had the ultimate authority in legal matters. However, most cases
were handled by the Burah Gohain, the senior-most official, who was in charge of ensuring justice
and fair administration. The Ahom kingdom had a well-established set of laws and legal norms, and
crimes such as theft, rebellion, and treason were met with severe punishments. The Ahoms also had
a tradition of trial by ordeal, which was used in cases involving serious crimes.

5. Revenue System

The Ahom revenue system was an essential part of their administration, as it provided the resources
needed to maintain the military, the administration, and the state. The revenue system was primarily
agrarian, with land as the main source of income. Land was classified into different categories, and
taxes were levied based on the productivity of the land. The revenue from taxes was collected by
local officials, who sent a portion of it to the central administration.

The Ahoms had a system known as Bhugol, where different regions were taxed according to their
agricultural yield. The revenue was used to support the military, pay the salaries of officials, and fund
public works. Farmers paid taxes in the form of produce, such as rice, and sometimes in cash.
Additionally, the state maintained a large reserve of grain to deal with famines or natural disasters.

6. Religious Administration

Religion played a central role in the Ahom administration. The Ahoms practiced Shiva worship, and
the king, as the protector of the state, was also the patron of religious institutions. Over time,
Vaishnavism, introduced by Srimanta Sankardev, gained prominence in Assam. The Swargadeo’s role
as the chief religious figure ensured that religious policies and practices were aligned with the state’s
interests. Temples and religious institutions received state patronage, and festivals, such as Rath
Yatra and Bihu, were state-sponsored events that reinforced the monarchy’s legitimacy and cultural
unity.

2. Explain the significance of Srimanta Sankardev's Vaishnava Reformation in Assam. How did
it influence Assamese society and culture?
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Srimanta Sankardev, one of the greatest spiritual leaders and social reformers of Assam, played a
transformative role in shaping the religious and cultural landscape of the region. His Vaishnava
reformation not only revolutionized the religious practices of the Assamese people but also had a
profound impact on Assamese society, culture, and identity. Sankardev’s reformist movement
centered around Bhakti Yoga (devotion to God), particularly the worship of Lord Krishna, and aimed
at creating a society based on equality, devotion, and spiritual enlightenment.

1. Religious Significance of Sankardev’s Vaishnava Reformation

Sankardev’s Vaishnava reformation was rooted in the devotional worship of Lord Krishna and
focused on Bhakti (devotion) as the path to spiritual liberation. Before his reforms, the religious
practices in Assam were often dominated by Tantric rituals, animal sacrifices, and caste-based
distinctions. Sankardev, however, introduced a more accessible form of spirituality that emphasized
simple devotion, chanting the name of God (Nama-Kirtan), and pure-hearted service to Lord Krishna.

The significance of his reformation lies in the fact that it democratized religion. Sankardev rejected
caste hierarchies and rituals that were exclusive and often inaccessible to the common people. He
promoted the idea that anyone, regardless of caste, gender, or social standing, could attain spiritual
liberation through devotion and a sincere connection with God. This was revolutionary in a society
that had rigid caste structures and religious practices that were not easily accessible to the masses.

2. Formation of the Bhakti Movement and Satra System

One of the most lasting impacts of Sankardev’s reform was the establishment of Satradhikar and the
Satra system. Sankardev established Satrams, religious institutions that served as centers of worship,
learning, and cultural activities. These Satrams became the epicenter of his reform movement and
played a crucial role in the religious, social, and cultural life of Assam.

The Satrams were not only places of prayer but also served as hubs for spreading the values of
Bhakti, where people of all castes and communities gathered to sing devotional songs (Borgeet) and
participate in religious discourses. The institution of Satra helped consolidate the Bhakti movement
and also acted as a vehicle for social reforms by promoting unity and fraternity among the people.

3. Social Reformation and Egalitarianism

One of the most revolutionary aspects of Sankardev’s Vaishnava reformation was his advocacy for
social equality. In a society deeply entrenched in caste discrimination, Sankardev challenged the
social hierarchies and castelessness. He insisted that spiritual advancement was accessible to
everyone, irrespective of caste or social standing. This radical shift had profound implications for
Assamese society, which had long been divided along caste lines.

SankardevV’s vision of equality and inclusivity in religious practices meant that the traditionally
marginalized groups, including lower-caste individuals, could now participate in religious rituals and
gatherings. This not only bridged the caste divide but also fostered a sense of social cohesion and
brotherhood. In this way, Sankardev’s Vaishnava reformation laid the foundations for a more
inclusive and egalitarian society in Assam.

4. Cultural Influence: Language, Literature, and Art

Sankardev’s Vaishnava movement also had a profound influence on Assamese literature, art, and
culture. He was a prolific writer, and his literary works played a crucial role in shaping the Assamese
cultural renaissance. His Borgeet (devotional songs) and Ankiya Nats (one-act plays) became
important aspects of Assamese culture and were performed in Satrams and public gatherings.

CareerStudy.in - North East No. 1 Trusted APP For UG & PG Students




ﬂ CAREER STUDY
The Learning App

Sankardev’s use of the Assamese language in his devotional texts was another important cultural
development. By using the vernacular instead of Sanskrit, he made religious teachings and
devotional practices more accessible to the common people. This also contributed to the
development of Assamese as a literary language and encouraged the creation of Assamese literature,
which blossomed in the centuries following his time.

The influence of Sankardev’s teachings extended beyond religion and literature. His ideas permeated
Assamese art and architecture, especially in the construction of temples and Satrams, where the
visual and architectural elements often reflected the devotional practices promoted by Sankardev.
The Holi or Rangali Bihu, along with festivals such as the Baisakhi, became part of the cultural
calendar, where communal participation was central to the religious and social fabric of the region.

5. Long-term Legacy of Sankardev’s Vaishnava Reformation

Sankardev’s Vaishnava reformation continues to influence Assamese society even today. The Satra
system remains an integral part of Assamese culture, and the practice of Nam Kirtan (chanting the
name of God) is still widely followed. The reformation also helped the Assamese people forge a
distinct cultural identity, separate from the influence of other neighboring cultures, such as those of
Bengal and Bihar.

Furthermore, Sankardev’s emphasis on moral and ethical conduct, simple living, and spirituality
over materialism has remained a guiding principle for many in Assam, and the values of equality,
humility, and devotion continue to shape the religious and cultural practices of the region.

3. Analyze the economic structure of the Ahom kingdom, focusing on agriculture, trade, and
land revenue systems.

The economic structure of the Ahom kingdom, which flourished in Assam from the 13th to the 19th
centuries, was primarily agrarian in nature, with agriculture forming the backbone of the economy.

However, it was also marked by a well-organized land revenue system and a thriving trade network,
both internal and external. The economic policies of the Ahom rulers were designed to support the

state's military needs, administrative machinery, and the welfare of the people. Below is an analysis
of the key elements that defined the economic structure of the Ahom kingdom.

1. Agriculture: The Backbone of the Economy

Agriculture was the mainstay of the Ahom economy, with the majority of the population engaged in
farming activities. The fertile valleys of Assam, particularly the Brahmaputra River basin, were ideal
for paddy cultivation, and rice became the staple crop. The river's seasonal flooding ensured that the
soil was rich in nutrients, which facilitated the growth of crops such as rice, jute, oilseeds, and
vegetables.

Under the Ahoms, the introduction of advanced agricultural techniques, such as the use of irrigation
and terracing in hilly areas, helped increase agricultural productivity. The Ahom rulers constructed
dikes and canals for irrigation, which further improved the agricultural yield. The paddy fields,
especially in the central and southern regions of Assam, were central to the kingdom's food supply
and also acted as a source of surplus production.

The Ahoms promoted wet-rice cultivation (a characteristic feature of their agricultural practices),
and the kingdom's resources were largely dependent on rice production. The Ahom kings
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encouraged the cultivation of other crops like betel nut, fruits, and sugarcane, while also managing
forests for timber and bamboo, which were significant for both domestic consumption and trade.

2. Land Revenue System: Efficient and Organized

The land revenue system of the Ahom kingdom was highly organized and was one of the most
important aspects of the kingdom’s economy. The Ahom rulers introduced a systematic system of
revenue collection, with a clear distinction between crown land (owned directly by the state) and
private land (owned by individuals or communities).

Paiks were the core of the Ahom military and administrative system, and each male member of the
paik class was liable to pay a tax in the form of services or goods. The system was a form of forced
labor, where individuals or families provided a certain amount of labor or products, such as rice or
cattle, to the state in exchange for protection. This system also ensured that the kingdom had a
steady supply of military personnel in times of war.

The land revenue was primarily collected in the form of rice, which was measured in mandis or
baskets. This agricultural tax was assessed based on the size and productivity of the land, and the
revenue was used to support the army, administration, and royal court. The Ahoms had a detailed
system of land classification, based on fertility and irrigation potential, which allowed them to tax
different types of land at varying rates.

Moreover, the Sarkari lands (crown lands) were directly controlled by the king, and the revenue from
these lands was used to fund the royal administration and military expeditions. The Khahri (land tax)
system, with its focus on land productivity, allowed the Ahoms to create a stable revenue base that
was crucial for sustaining the kingdom's military strength and administrative functions.

3. Trade: A Hub for Regional and International Commerce

Trade played a crucial role in the economic prosperity of the Ahom kingdom. Assam, located at a
strategic crossroads between India, China, Southeast Asia, and Tibet, became a hub for regional and
international commerce. The kingdom’s capital, Guwahati, was a bustling center of trade, with
merchants from various regions, including Bengal, Burma, and China, coming to conduct business.

Internal trade flourished, with goods such as rice, cotton, silk, jute, and betel leaves being
exchanged between different regions of Assam. The kingdom's river systems, particularly the
Brahmaputra, facilitated transportation and trade, with goods being moved via boats and ferries.

Externally, the Ahoms had trade links with Bengal, Arakan (Myanmar), Tibet, and even China. The
export of elephants, timber, oilseeds, and horses was common, while they imported goods like salt,
metalware, and textiles. The Ahoms also acted as intermediaries in the trade between the Mughal
Empire and Southeast Asia, which contributed significantly to their wealth.

4. Economic Challenges and Decline

While the economy of the Ahom kingdom was highly productive, it faced certain challenges over the
years, particularly due to external invasions and internal strife. The Mughal invasions in the 17th
century, followed by the Burmese invasions in the 19th century, disrupted trade routes and caused
widespread destruction. The Moamoria Rebellion (which started in the late 17th century) and the
internal conflicts also put a strain on the kingdom's economy by draining resources, leading to
economic instability.
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The economic decline became particularly evident in the 18th century when the Ahom kingdom
began to lose control over vast tracts of land and its internal trade suffered. The failure of the
centralized administration and the growing dependence on the Burmese also impacted the
kingdom's financial stability. The fall of the Ahom dynasty in the early 19th century marked the end
of a prosperous and stable economic system.

4. Describe the social life of the Ahoms. How did the caste system and religious practices
shape their society?

The social life of the Ahoms was shaped by a blend of indigenous traditions and influences from
other cultures and religions. The Ahom kingdom, which flourished in Assam from the 13th century
until the 19th century, had a complex social structure that was hierarchical and intertwined with the
caste system and religious practices. The Ahom rulers, who came from a Mongoloid stock, initially
practiced their own unique traditions, but over time, they absorbed aspects of the prevailing Indian
cultural and religious practices, notably Hinduism. This socio-cultural amalgamation helped shape
the distinct social life of the Ahoms.

1. Social Hierarchy and the Caste System

The Ahom social structure was deeply hierarchical, though it was not as rigid as the traditional caste
system in mainland India. The Ahoms recognized the importance of social stratification, but they also
allowed a certain degree of fluidity and upward mobility, particularly within their military and
administrative structure. At the top of the social pyramid were the royal family and the noble class
(known as the Tai-Ahom), who enjoyed the highest privileges in society. This class held the key
positions of power in the kingdom, and members of the royal family were revered and treated with
utmost respect.

The Paiks, who formed the backbone of the Ahom military system, occupied the next tier in the
hierarchy. These were able-bodied men who were assigned to serve in the army or perform labor for
the state. The system of Paik service created a unique relationship between the people and the
rulers. The Paiks were not necessarily bound by hereditary occupations, and they could rise in status
based on their service to the state.

Further down the social ladder were the landholders or farmers, who were the primary producers of
the kingdom's wealth. Agriculture being the mainstay of the economy, the cultivators played a vital
role in the sustenance of society. Below them were the artisans, traders, and servants, forming the
working class. While the Ahom kingdom did not strictly follow the caste system as it was practiced in
other parts of India, there was still a clear distinction between the higher and lower social strata.

The caste system, however, became more pronounced over time due to the increasing influence of
Hinduism. Brahmins and other high-caste Hindus gradually gained prominence in the social and
religious spheres, especially after the adoption of Hinduism by the Ahom rulers.

2. Religious Practices and Hinduism’s Influence

Religion played a significant role in shaping the social life of the Ahoms. Initially, the Ahoms followed
animistic and ancestor-worship practices, which were common among Mongoloid tribes. However,
with the gradual assimilation of Hinduism, the religious landscape of the kingdom underwent

significant transformation.
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The Ahom rulers, particularly Sukapha, the founder of the dynasty, and his successors, increasingly
identified with Hinduism. They adopted Hindu rituals, worshipped Hindu deities, and began to
patronize Brahmins and Vaishnavism. The influence of Srimanta Sankardev and his Bhakti
movement in Assam had a significant impact on the Ahom rulers and their subjects. Sankardev's
Vaishnavism emphasized devotion to Lord Krishna, egalitarianism, and social reforms that sought to
challenge the hierarchical caste-based society. Under the patronage of the Ahom kings, Vaishnavism
flourished, and the Namghars (Vaishnava prayer halls) became central to the religious and social life
of the people.

The Ahoms also adopted Hindu gods and rituals and built temples dedicated to deities like Shiva,
Durga, and Vishnu. Sattras (monasteries) were established, especially under Rudra Singha's reign,
which contributed to the propagation of Vaishnavism and the development of Assamese culture. The
kings also followed Hindu social customs, including the construction of temples, offering religious
patronage, and hosting grand festivals.

At the same time, the Ahoms maintained some of their traditional beliefs, such as reverence for
ancestral spirits and nature worship. The king’s role as both a temporal and spiritual leader
remained integral to the political system. The religious practices were a way to solidify the legitimacy
of the rulers, with the king often acting as a mediator between the divine and the people.

3. Festivals and Social Gatherings

The Ahom kingdom witnessed various festivals that were crucial for social cohesion and the
reinforcement of religious and royal authority. Bihu, an agricultural festival celebrated during the
spring, autumn, and winter, was a significant event in the lives of the common people. While it was
not a royal festival, it was a reflection of the agrarian nature of the society, and it helped to promote
solidarity among different sections of the population.

Apart from the festivals rooted in Hinduism, the Ahoms also celebrated Tithi festivals, which were
dedicated to the ruling king and were held in royal courts. These events were marked by public
feasts, performances, and religious rituals. The king’s participation in these festivals reinforced his
divine right to rule and his connection with the gods.

4. Women and Their Role in Society

The social life of the Ahoms also involved the position of women in society, which was largely shaped
by the caste and religious practices of the time. While the Ahoms were more egalitarian compared to
many other Indian kingdoms, the status of women was still tied to traditional gender roles. Women
in the royal family enjoyed a relatively high status and had access to education and political
influence. However, the common women were primarily involved in household and agricultural
work.

The Ahom society also practiced polygamy, particularly among the ruling elite. The wives of the king
and nobles were often assigned specific roles, including overseeing the administration of lands and
looking after religious ceremonies. Some women, especially in the royal family, played a significant
role in maintaining the cultural and religious practices of the kingdom.

5. Discuss the role of Srimanta Sankardev in the religious and cultural transformation of
Assam. How did his teachings impact Assamese society?
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Srimanta Sankardev was a visionary religious and cultural reformer who played a pivotal role in
transforming the religious landscape of Assam. Born in 1449 in the village of Bordowa in Assam,
Sankardev’s teachings, rooted in the Bhakti movement, brought about significant changes in the
religious, social, and cultural fabric of Assam. His contributions not only redefined the spiritual life of
the people but also had a profound impact on the artistic, linguistic, and social practices of the
region. Through his life’s work, Sankardev reshaped Assamese society and left a lasting legacy that
continues to influence the people of Assam even today.

1. Srimanta Sankardev’s Religious Philosophy

At the core of SankardeV’s religious philosophy was devotion to Lord Vishnu, particularly in his form
of Krishna. He rejected the rigid caste distinctions prevalent in Hindu society at the time and
preached a message of equality, devotion, and selfless service. He was a key proponent of the
Bhakti movement, which emphasized the importance of personal devotion to God over ritualistic
practices and priestly intercession. Sankardev’s teachings were rooted in the belief that salvation
could be attained through pure devotion (bhakti) to the Supreme Being, and that everyone,
regardless of their caste or social status, could attain spiritual liberation.

Sankardev’s philosophy was revolutionary because it not only advocated for religious freedom but
also promoted a form of non-ritualistic worship, which contrasted sharply with the complex and
rigid Hindu rituals of the time. He taught that God could be worshipped through simple and sincere
devotion, without the need for elaborate ceremonies or costly sacrifices. His teachings made
spirituality accessible to all sections of society, thus democratizing religious practice in Assam.

2. The Establishment of the Neo-Vaishnavism

Srimanta Sankardev is credited with the founding of Neo-Vaishnavism in Assam. This was a distinct
form of Vaishnavism that focused on devotion to Lord Krishna and rejected the caste system,
superstitions, and priestly domination that were prevalent in other forms of Hinduism. He
popularized the worship of Namghars (Vaishnava prayer halls), where people gathered to sing
devotional songs, chant the name of God, and partake in communal activities. These Namghars
became important centers of religious and social life in Assam and were instrumental in spreading
the ideals of bhakti and equality across the region.

In addition to the Namghars, Sankardev established the Sattras, religious centers that played a key
role in propagating his teachings. The Sattras became centers not only of religious worship but also of
cultural exchange and education. They promoted a form of worship that emphasized community
participation and involved collective singing, dancing, and the recitation of sacred texts.

3. Cultural Impact and the Assamese Renaissance

Sankardev’s influence extended beyond religion to encompass culture, language, and art. He was
instrumental in the development of Assamese language and literature, using it as a medium to
propagate his religious teachings. Sankardev wrote and composed numerous devotional songs,
dramas, and texts in Assamese, which played a crucial role in the linguistic development of the
region. His works, such as the Borgeets (devotional songs) and Ankiya Nat (a form of one-act plays),
became a significant part of Assamese literature and art.

The use of the Assamese language in his religious texts made his teachings accessible to the common
people, who were often excluded from the Sanskrit-based religious practices. This move helped to
foster a sense of identity and pride among the people of Assam, as they began to connect with their
cultural and linguistic heritage in a deeper way.
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Through his patronage of art, music, and theater, Sankardev laid the foundation for an Assamese
Renaissance. His contributions to the cultural life of Assam were immense, and his legacy is still
visible today in the form of Bihu, Sattriya dance, Borgeet singing, and other traditional art forms that
continue to thrive in the state.

4. Social Reforms and the Role of Women

One of the most significant aspects of Sankardev’s teachings was his emphasis on social equality. In
a society deeply entrenched in the caste system, Sankardev’s ideology was a radical departure. He
preached that all human beings were equal in the eyes of God and rejected the hierarchical caste
system that marginalized many sections of society, particularly the lower castes. His philosophy
encouraged the inclusive participation of all people, irrespective of their social status or caste, in
religious rituals and community activities.

In addition, Sankardev advocated for the upliftment of women in society. He believed in the inherent
dignity and spiritual equality of women, which was a progressive view for the time. Women were
encouraged to participate in religious activities, sing devotional songs, and join in the congregational
worship of Lord Krishna. This was a marked departure from the restrictive social norms that often
excluded women from such activities in other parts of India.

5. Impact on Assamese Society and Legacy

Srimanta Sankardev’s teachings had a profound and lasting impact on Assamese society. His
emphasis on equality, devotion, and non-ritualistic worship led to the formation of a more inclusive
and community-centered society. His rejection of the caste system and his promotion of Bhakti
allowed people from various social backgrounds to unite under a common religious and cultural
identity.

Moreover, Sankardev’s influence on Assamese culture is immeasurable. His contributions to
language, literature, art, and theater helped to shape a unique Assamese cultural identity that
continues to thrive today. His spiritual and cultural reforms set the stage for the development of
Assamese society and contributed to the unity and strength of the people of Assam.
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