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UNIT – 1 

 

Kalidasa's "Abhijnanasakuntalam" (The Recognition of Sakuntala): 

 

Q.  Who is the main character of the play? 

A. Sakuntala, a young woman who falls in love with King Dusyanta. 

 

Q. What is the central plot of the play? 

A. The play tells the story of Sakuntala's love affair with King Dusyanta and their eventual 

separation and reunion. 

 

Q. What is the theme of love in the play? 

A. The theme of love explores the complexities of romantic love, including passion, separation, 

and reunion. 

 

Q. What does the character of Sakuntala symbolize? 

A. Sakuntala symbolizes the ideal of feminine virtue and beauty. 

 

Q.  When was "Abhijnanasakuntalam" written? 

A. The play was written in the 5th century CE by the Indian playwright Kalidasa. 

 

Q. What cultural influences are reflected in the play? 

A.The play reflects the cultural influences of ancient India, including Hindu mythology and 

Sanskrit literature. 

 

Q. What literary device does Kalidasa use to explore the theme of love? 

A. Kalidasa uses the literary device of dramatic irony to explore the theme of love. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the play's title, "Abhijnanasakuntalam"? 

A. The title translates to "The Recognition of Sakuntala", highlighting the play's focus on 

recognition and reunion. 



 

 

 

Q. Who is Kanva, and what is his role in the play? 

A. Kanva is Sakuntala's foster father and a sage who raises her in his hermitage. 

 

Q. What is the relationship between Sakuntala and her mother, Menaka? 

A. Menaka is a celestial nymph who abandons Sakuntala as an infant, and their relationship is 

explored through Sakuntala's longing for her mother. 

 

Q. What is the theme of fate in the play? 

A. The theme of fate explores the idea that the characters' lives are shaped by destiny and divine 

providence. 

 

Q. What does the character of the ring symbolize? 

A. The ring symbolizes the token of love and recognition between Sakuntala and King 

Dusyanta. 

 

Q. What is the dramatic structure of the play? 

A. The play follows a non-linear narrative structure, with a series of flashbacks and 

recognitions that drive the plot forward. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the play's seven acts? 

A. The seven acts represent the seven stages of Sakuntala's journey, from her life in the 

hermitage to her recognition by King Dusyanta. 

 

Q. How did "Abhijnanasakuntalam" influence Indian literature and culture? 

A. The play had a profound influence on Indian literature and culture, shaping the development 

of Sanskrit drama and poetry. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the play's depiction of ancient Indian society? 

A. The play provides a unique window into ancient Indian society, showcasing its social norms, 

cultural practices, and philosophical values. 

 

Q. What does the forest symbolize in the play? 



 

 

A. The forest symbolizes a place of spiritual growth, transformation, and self-discovery. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the motif of memory and recognition? 

A. The motif of memory and recognition highlights the importance of remembering and 

acknowledging one's past, identity, and relationships. 

 

Q. What are the key characteristics of Sakuntala's personality? 

A. Sakuntala is depicted as a strong-willed, independent, and determined individual who is also 

vulnerable and emotional. 

 

Q. How does King Dusyanta's character evolve throughout the play? 

A. King Dusyanta's character evolves from a careless and irresponsible ruler to a mature and 

responsible leader who acknowledges his past mistakes. 

 

Q. What philosophical themes are explored in the play? 

A. The play explores themes such as the nature of reality, the cycle of life and death, and the 

importance of duty and responsibility. 

 

Q. How does the play reflect ancient Indian cultural values? 

A. The play reflects ancient Indian cultural values such as the importance of family, social 

hierarchy, and spiritual growth. 

 

Q. What is the literary style of the play? 

A. The play is written in a lyrical and poetic style, with a focus on dialogue, imagery, and 

symbolism. 

 

Q. How has "Abhijnanasakuntalam" influenced literature and art? 

A. The play has influenced literature and art across India and beyond, inspiring countless 

adaptations, interpretations, and works of art. 

 

Q. What dramatic device does Kalidasa use to create tension and suspense? 

A. Kalidasa uses the dramatic device of dramatic irony, where the audience knows something 

that the characters do not. 



 

 

 

Q. How does Kalidasa use stage directions and setting to enhance the drama? 

A. Kalidasa uses stage directions and setting to create a vivid and immersive atmosphere, 

drawing the audience into the world of the play. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the relationship between Sakuntala and her friends? 

A. The relationship between Sakuntala and her friends highlights the importance of female 

friendships and support networks. 

 

Q. How does the relationship between King Dusyanta and his advisor, Sutradhara, reflect 

the themes of the play? 

A. The relationship between King Dusyanta and Sutradhara reflects the themes of duty, 

responsibility, and the consequences of one's actions. 

 

Q. How does the play reflect the cultural and social norms of ancient India? 

A. The play reflects the cultural and social norms of ancient India, including the importance of 

caste, social hierarchy, and family duty. 

 

Q. What historical events or figures may have influenced Kalidasa's writing of the play? 

A. Kalidasa's writing of the play may have been influenced by historical events such as the 

Gupta Empire and figures such as the Indian emperor Chandragupta II. 

 

Q. How has "Abhijnanasakuntalam" been received and interpreted by scholars and 

critics? 

A. Scholars and critics have praised the play for its beautiful language, rich imagery, and 

exploration of themes such as love, duty, and identity. 

 

Q. What is the significance of "Abhijnanasakuntalam" in the context of world literature? 

A. "Abhijnanasakuntalam" is considered one of the greatest works of Sanskrit literature and 

has had a profound influence on literature and art across India and beyond. 

 

Q. Briefly explain the title of the lesson Abhijnanasakuntalam 

Or 

Write the summary of this lesson 



 

 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

write the central theme of this lesson 

Ans: Dusyanta, a king in northern India, is racing along in his chariot, preparing to shoot a deer. 

Suddenly, a forest-dwelling ascetic warns him not to shoot, since the deer belongs to the nearby 

hermitage of Kanva, a great sage. The ascetic invites King Dusyanta to visit the hermitage, 

which is under his royal protection. He explains that Kanva isn’t home, but the sage’s daughter, 

Shakuntala, is receiving guests. 

When the King enters the hermitage, he notices Shakuntala and her two friends, Anasuya and 

Priyamvada, watering the sacred trees. He hides in the shadows to observe them, instantly 

drawn to Shakuntala’s beauty. When Dusyanta reveals his presence, a flustered Shakuntala is 

immediately attracted to him, too. Though Shakuntala is modest and shy, the King questions 

Shakuntala’s friends about her and offers her his signet ring 

Before the King has to concoct a reason to linger near the hermitage, he’s asked to protect the 

ascetics from evil spirits in Kanva’s absence. He quickly dispels the demons, then overhears 

Shakuntala, who’s desperately lovesick, confiding her feelings for him to her friends. When 

Shakuntala recites a love poem she’s composed for him, he emerges from hiding and openly 

declares his love for her. Their mutual declarations effectively constitute a secret marriage. 

Before long, Shakuntala is pregnant. 

After Dusyanta is forced to return to his capital, Shakuntala is so distracted that she 

unintentionally offends Durvasas, a short-tempered sage, when he visits the hermitage. 

Durvasas puts a curse on her that will cause Dusyanta to forget Shakuntala, but when 

Priyamvada intercedes, he grants that the sight of a memento—the signet ring—will lift the 

curse. After Kanva returns, he celebrates Shakuntala’s good fortune and sends her to join her 

husband, escorted by seers. 

In the capital, when Dusyanta receives word that a party from Kanva’s hermitage is on its way, 

he is surprised and uneasy. To Shakuntala’s grief, the baffled and defensive King denies having 

any connection with her. When she tries to show him the signet ring as a reminder, she discovers 

it’s missing from her finger. Dusyanta relents and agrees to house Shakuntala until she gives 

birth, but before he can do so, Shakuntala is spirited away to the celestial realm by nymphs. 

A poor fisherman discovers the King’s signet ring in the belly of a fish and is threatened with 

execution, but he is let go with a reward after the King, seeing the ring and remembering 

everything, corroborates his story. Soon thereafter, Sanumati, a nymph and friend of 

Shakuntala’s mother, spies at the palace to find out why the spring festival has been canceled. 

She learns that the King, overwhelmed by depression and remorse over Shakuntala, has 

forbidden the celebration. Dusyanta continues to obsess over the situation until Matali, the god 

Indra’s charioteer, appears at the palace and takes him away on an urgent mission to fight 

demons. 

Six years pass. King Dusyanta has successfully vanquished the demons and been duly honored 

by Indra. When Matali and the King tour the earth in a flying chariot, they descend to visit 



 

 

Maricas hermitage, a celestial realm of the demigods. Here the King is astonished to meet a 

little boy who greatly resembles him. When he picks up the boy’s protective amulet—able to 

be touched only by the boy and his parents—he confirms that the boy, Sarvadamana, is indeed 

his child, the prophesied world ruler. Then Shakuntala enters, and, though it takes her a moment 

to recognize the King, they are soon tearfully reunited. The three of them talk with Marica the 

sage, and he explains Durvasas’s curse, telling the couple not to blame themselves or one 

another. Marica confirms Sarvadamana’s destiny and blesses the family, sending them home 

to live in Dusyanta’s court. 

Dushyanta loves hunting however stops when helped to remember his duty to safeguard the 

seclusion. He will undoubtedly offer his appreciation to Sage Kanva and meets Shakuntala in 

Kanva's absence. He experiences passionate feelings from the outset but maintains social 

qualities (here, position). He asks if Shakuntala is a Kshatriya (not a Brahmin) and if she 

somehow managed to be hitched. He considers the social request, proposes his affection, and 

recommends Gandharva - Vivah (marriage by shared assent) solely after discovering she is a 

Kshatriya's little girl. Shakuntala and her companions obediently water the trees day to day. 

She duty-will undoubtedly stretch out friendliness to Sage Durvasa, yet her obliviousness 

causes her to fail to remember her duty bringing about the curse and partition of the 

sweethearts. 

Shakuntala is a well-known romantic myth. The entire narrative is a battle between forces 

wanting to divide Shakuntala and Dushyanta's love on one side and forces seeking to separate 

them on the other. Eventually, their adoration is sufficiently strong to endure a revile, the 

afflictions of time and detachment, and even great beyond. This is a textbook case of love 

triumphing against all odds. Shakuntala principal responsibility is to create a mythological, 

legendary setting for the birth of Bharata and his empire. His birth and return to Earth reflect 

the zenith of Dushyanta and Shakuntala love and the difficulties they overcame to be together 

Concealment and loss both present troubles for the lovers in K?lid?sa's play. Dushyanta is 

stowing away when he first sees? akuntal? and at first presents himself not as the King but 

rather as one of the ruler's mates, while? akuntal?'s actual way of life as a water sprite is at first 

concealed from him. The revile which holds Dushyanta back from seeing? akuntal? and? 

akuntal?'s deficiency of the distinctive ring given to her by Dushyanta adds further layers to 

the story. Readers can draw various thoughts from this series of concealments. One is how the 

ruler could experience issues finding certifiable love given his situation, and he could feel it 

supportive of hiding it so others respond to him all the more truly. Dushyanta's inability to 

perceive? akuntal? allows the play to investigate the nervousness of affection while having the 

characters love one another. This considers the play to take a short heartbreaking turn and 

resolve with a blissful consummation. At last, love tracks down a way, as Dushyanta, ?akuntal?, 

and their child, Bharata, are united by divine beings. 

Shakuntala delves into the themes of fate and karma, which play significant parts in the 

characters' lives. The curse that leads Dushyanta to forget and Shakuntala to suffer depicts fate 

and the consequences of one's actions. The play emphasizes that people must face the 

consequences of their previous deeds and accept their positive or negative fate. 

The normal world and its association with the divine are repeating subjects in Shakuntala. The 

seclusion where Shakuntala lives and her profound bond with nature represent purity, 



 

 

effortlessness, and spirituality. The play underlines tracking down comfort and illumination 

through fellowship with nature and proposes that the divine is available in the regular domain. 

Shakuntala goes through a transition during the play, eventually understanding her actual 

identity and purpose. Initially shown as a nave and naive young lady, she develops emotionally 

and intellectually due to her experiences and learns to express herself. Shakuntala's path to self-

discovery and final reconciliation with Dushyanta depicts the concept of identity and self-

realization. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 2 

 

Rajadharma (The Law of Kings) from the Santiparva of Vyasa's Mahabharata. 

 

Q. What is Rajadharma in the context of the Mahabharata? 

A. Rajadharma refers to the duties, responsibilities, and code of conduct for a king or ruler. 

 

Q. What are the key principles of Rajadharma according to the Mahabharata? 

A. The key principles include protecting the people, upholding justice, and promoting the 

welfare of the kingdom. 

 

Q. What virtues should a king possess according to the Mahabharata? 

A. A king should possess virtues such as compassion, wisdom, courage, and self-control. 

 

Q. What qualities make a king a good ruler? 

A.A good ruler should be just, fair, and impartial, and should prioritize the well-being of his 

people. 

 

Q. What is the relationship between Rajadharma and Dharma? 

A. Rajadharma is a subset of Dharma, emphasizing the duties and responsibilities of a king. 

 

Q. How does a king's adherence to Rajadharma impact his people? 

A. A king's adherence to Rajadharma brings prosperity, happiness, and stability to his people. 

 

Q. How did the concept of Rajadharma influence ancient Indian polity? 

A. Rajadharma shaped the ideals and practices of kingship in ancient India, emphasizing the 

importance of duty, justice, and compassion. 

 

Q. What is the relevance of Rajadharma in modern times? 

A. The principles of Rajadharma remain relevant today, offering insights into effective 

leadership, governance, and civic responsibility. 



 

 

 

Q. What is the importance of a king's self-discipline in Rajadharma? 

A. A king's self-discipline is crucial in maintaining order, justice, and stability in the kingdom. 

 

Q. How should a king treat his subjects according to Rajadharma? 

A.A king should treat his subjects with compassion, kindness, and fairness, protecting their 

welfare and promoting their happiness. 

 

Q.  What is the role of justice in Rajadharma? 

A. Justice is a fundamental aspect of Rajadharma, ensuring that the king upholds the law and 

protects the rights of his subjects. 

 

Q. How should a king punish wrongdoers according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should punish wrongdoers in a fair and impartial manner, taking into account the 

severity of the crime and the circumstances surrounding it. 

 

Q. What is the importance of wisdom in Rajadharma? 

A. Wisdom is essential for a king to make informed decisions, avoid mistakes, and maintain 

the well-being of his kingdom. 

 

Q. Who should a king consult for counsel according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should consult with wise and experienced advisors, including brahmins, elders, and 

other knowledgeable individuals. 

 

Q. How does a king's adherence to Rajadharma impact his own spiritual growth? 

A. A king's adherence to Rajadharma helps him cultivate virtues, such as compassion and self-

control, which are essential for spiritual growth. 

 

Q. What is the ultimate goal of Rajadharma? 

A. The ultimate goal of Rajadharma is to promote the well-being and happiness of the kingdom, 

while also ensuring the king's own spiritual growth and liberation. 

 

Q. What is the importance of education in Rajadharma? 



 

 

A. Education is essential for a king to acquire knowledge, wisdom, and critical thinking skills. 

 

Q. How should a king cultivate self-improvement according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should cultivate self-improvement through self-reflection, self-discipline, and a 

commitment to learning and personal growth. 

 

Q. What is the significance of alliances and friendships in Rajadharma? 

A. Alliances and friendships are crucial in Rajadharma, as they help a king build strong 

relationships, secure his kingdom, and promote peace and prosperity. 

 

Q. How should a king treat his enemies according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should treat his enemies with fairness, justice, and compassion, avoiding unnecessary 

violence and bloodshed. 

 

Q. What is the importance of economic development in Rajadharma? 

A. Economic development is essential in Rajadharma, as it helps a king provide for the welfare 

of his people, promote prosperity, and maintain social stability. 

 

Q. How should a king address social welfare according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should address social welfare by protecting the vulnerable, promoting social justice, 

and ensuring the well-being of all his subjects. 

 

Q. What is the primary responsibility of a king in Rajadharma? 

A. The primary responsibility of a king is to protect his people and defend his kingdom. 

 

Q. How should a king prepare for war according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should prepare for war by maintaining a strong military, forming strategic alliances, 

and seeking divine guidance. 

 

Q. What is the role of morality in Rajadharma? 

A. Morality plays a crucial role in Rajadharma, guiding a king's decisions and actions. 

 



 

 

Q. How should a king uphold justice according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should uphold justice by being impartial, fair, and compassionate, and by punishing 

wrongdoers. 

 

Q. How does Rajadharma relate to spiritual growth? 

A. Rajadharma emphasizes the importance of spiritual growth for a king, encouraging him to 

cultivate virtues and seek self-realization. 

 

Q. What is the ultimate goal of a king's spiritual growth in Rajadharma? 

A. The ultimate goal is to attain liberation (moksha) and realize the divine within himself. 

 

Q. What is the role of advisors in Rajadharma? 

A. Advisors play a crucial role in guiding the king's decisions and actions. 

 

Q. What qualities should advisors possess according to Rajadharma? 

A. Advisors should possess qualities such as wisdom, integrity, and loyalty. 

 

Q. What is the approach to foreign policy in Rajadharma? 

A. Rajadharma emphasizes the importance of diplomacy, strategic alliances, and peaceful 

resolution of conflicts. 

 

Q. How should a king interact with other kingdoms according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should interact with other kingdoms with respect, fairness, and a commitment to 

maintaining peaceful relations. 

 

Q. What is the importance of personal conduct in Rajadharma? 

A. A king's personal conduct sets an example for his subjects and reflects his character. 

 

Q. How should a king manage his emotions according to Rajadharma? 

A. A king should cultivate emotional balance, self-control, and compassion. 

 

 



 

 

Q. Briefly explain the title of the lesson Rajadharma 

Or 

Write the summary of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Ans: Rajadharma, or the Law of Kings, is a key concept in Hinduism and is discussed in detail 

in the Santiparva of Vyasa's Mahabharata. This section provides guidance on the duties and 

responsibilities of a king. 

 

1. Protection of Subjects: A king's primary duty is to protect his subjects from harm and ensure 

their well-being. 

2. Justice and Fairness: A king must uphold justice and fairness, punishing the guilty and 

rewarding the innocent. 

3. Compassion and Mercy: A king should show compassion and mercy to those who are 

suffering or in need. 

4. Self-Control and Discipline: A king must possess self-control and discipline, avoiding 

excessive indulgence in pleasures. 

5. Respect for Elders and Teachers: A king should show respect and reverence to elders, 

teachers, and other learned individuals. 

 

Duties of a King: 

1. Maintaining Law and Order: A king must maintain law and order in his kingdom, suppressing 

crime and disorder. 

2. Conducting Diplomacy and War: A king must conduct diplomacy and war in a just and fair 

manner, avoiding unnecessary conflict. 

3. Managing the Economy: A king must manage the economy of his kingdom, ensuring the 

welfare of his subjects. 

4. Protecting the Environment: A king must protect the environment and natural resources of 

his kingdom. 

 

Consequences of Neglecting Rajadharma: 



 

 

1. Loss of Legitimacy: A king who neglects his duties and responsibilities risks losing his 

legitimacy and the support of his subjects. 

2. Chaos and Disorder: Neglecting Rajadharma can lead to chaos and disorder in the kingdom, 

harming the king's subjects. 

3. Personal Suffering: A king who neglects his duties may also suffer personal consequences, 

including loss of wealth, power, and happiness. 

 

Rajadharma, or the Law of Kings, is a crucial concept in Hinduism that outlines the duties and 

responsibilities of a king. By following these principles, a king can maintain a just and 

prosperous kingdom, ensuring the welfare of his subjects. 

 

Philosophical Analysis: 

1. Dharma: Rajadharma emphasizes the importance of dharma (duty/righteousness) in 

governance. A king's primary duty is to uphold dharma and maintain social order. 

2. Karma: The concept of karma (action/consequence) is implicit in Rajadharma. A king's 

actions have consequences, and neglecting his duties can lead to personal and societal 

suffering. 

3. Bhagavad Gita Connection: Rajadharma shares similarities with the Bhagavad Gita's concept 

of swadharma (one's own duty). Both emphasize the importance of fulfilling one's duties and 

responsibilities. 

 

Historical and Cultural Analysis: 

1. Ancient Indian Polity: Rajadharma reflects the ancient Indian polity's emphasis on the king's 

role as a protector and upholder of social order. 

2. Influence on Indian Political Thought: Rajadharma has influenced Indian political thought, 

shaping the concept of kingship and governance in Hindu tradition. 

3. Cross-Cultural Comparisons: Rajadharma shares similarities with other ancient philosophies 

on governance, such as Plato's "Republic" and Confucius' "Analects". 

 

Ethical and Moral Analysis: 

1. Virtue Ethics: Rajadharma embodies virtue ethics, emphasizing the importance of character 

traits like compassion, justice, and self-control in governance. 

2. Deontology: The concept of Rajadharma also reflects deontological ethics, emphasizing the 

importance of duties and rules in governance. 



 

 

3. Consequentialism: Rajadharma's emphasis on the consequences of a king's actions reflects 

consequentialist ethics, highlighting the importance of considering outcomes in decision-

making. 

 

Contemporary Relevance: 

1. Governance and Leadership: Rajadharma's principles on governance and leadership remain 

relevant today, offering insights into effective and just leadership. 

2. Ethics in Politics: The concept of Rajadharma highlights the importance of ethics in politics, 

emphasizing the need for moral character and virtuous leadership. 

3. Sustainable Development: Rajadharma's emphasis on protecting the environment and natural 

resources offers valuable lessons for sustainable development and environmental governance. 

 

a. Duty and Responsibility 

Rajadharma emphasizes the importance of duty and responsibility in governance. A king's 

primary duty is to protect his subjects and maintain social order. 

b. Justice and Fairness 

The concept of Rajadharma highlights the importance of justice and fairness in governance. A 

king must uphold justice and fairness, punishing the guilty and rewarding the innocent. 

c. Compassion and Mercy 

Rajadharma emphasizes the importance of compassion and mercy in governance. A king 

should show compassion and mercy to those who are suffering or in need. 

d. Self-Control and Discipline 

The concept of Rajadharma highlights the importance of self-control and discipline in 

governance. A king must possess self-control and discipline, avoiding excessive indulgence in 

pleasures. 

e. Protection of the Environment 

Rajadharma emphasizes the importance of protecting the environment and natural resources. 

A king must protect the environment and natural resources for the well-being of his subjects. 

f. Accountability and Transparency 

The concept of Rajadharma highlights the importance of accountability and transparency in 

governance. A king must be accountable to his subjects and transparent in his decision-making. 

g. Moral Character and Virtue 

Rajadharma emphasizes the importance of moral character and virtue in governance. A king 

must possess good moral character and virtue, demonstrating qualities like compassion, justice, 

and self-control. 



 

 

h. Social Order and Stability 

The concept of Rajadharma highlights the importance of maintaining social order and stability. 

A king must maintain social order and stability, ensuring the well-being and security of his 

subjects 

i. Economic Development and Prosperity 

Rajadharma emphasizes the importance of economic development and prosperity. A king must 

promote economic development and prosperity, ensuring the well-being of his subjects. 

j. Spiritual Growth and Self-Realization 

The concept of Rajadharma highlights the importance of spiritual growth and self-realization. 

A king must promote spiritual growth and self-realization, encouraging his subjects to pursue 

a path of righteousness and virtue. 

 

 

 

  



 

 

UNIT – 3 

 

Bhavabhuti's "Malati-Madhava" (The Stolen Marriage) 

 

Q. What is the central plot of "Malati-Madhava"? 

A. The play tells the story of Malati, a young woman who falls in love with Madhava, and their 

struggles to be together despite obstacles. 

 

Q. Who is the main character of the play? 

A. Malati is the main character, a strong-willed and determined young woman. 

 

Q. What is the theme of love in "Malati-Madhava"? 

A. The theme of love explores the complexities of romantic love, including passion, separation, 

and reunion. 

 

Q. What does the character of Malati symbolize? 

A. Malati symbolizes the ideal of feminine virtue, courage, and determination. 

 

Q. What is the dramatic structure of the play? 

A. The play follows a non-linear narrative structure, with a series of flashbacks and 

recognitions that drive the plot forward. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the play's title, "Malati-Madhava"? 

A. The title highlights the central theme of the play: the love story of Malati and Madhava. 

 

Q. When was "Malati-Madhava" written? 

A. The play was written in the 8th century CE by the Indian playwright Bhavabhuti. 

 

Q. What cultural influences are reflected in the play? 

A. The play reflects the cultural influences of ancient India, including Hindu mythology and 

Sanskrit literature. 



 

 

 

Q. What are the key characteristics of Madhava's personality? 

A. Madhava is depicted as a romantic, passionate, and determined young man. 

 

Q. How does Malati's character evolve throughout the play? 

A. Malati's character evolves from a shy and timid young woman to a confident and determined 

individual. 

 

Q. What is the theme of fate in "Malati-Madhava"? 

A. The theme of fate explores the idea that the characters' lives are shaped by destiny and divine 

providence. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the motif of separation and reunion? 

A. The motif of separation and reunion highlights the challenges and rewards of love and 

relationships. 

 

Q. What dramatic device does Bhavabhuti use to create tension and suspense? 

A. Bhavabhuti uses the dramatic device of dramatic irony, where the audience knows 

something that the characters do not. 

 

Q. How does Bhavabhuti use language and imagery in the play? 

A. Bhavabhuti uses rich, poetic language and vivid imagery to create a captivating and 

immersive atmosphere. 

 

Q. How does "Malati-Madhava" reflect the social norms of ancient India? 

A. The play reflects the social norms of ancient India, including the importance of family, caste, 

and social hierarchy. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the play's depiction of Hindu mythology and culture? 

A. The play's depiction of Hindu mythology and culture provides a unique window into the 

spiritual and cultural practices of ancient India. 

 

Q. What philosophical themes are explored in "Malati-Madhava"? 



 

 

A. The play explores themes such as the nature of reality, the cycle of life and death, and the 

importance of spiritual growth. 

 

Q. How does the play depict the concept of karma? 

A. The play depicts karma as a universal principle that governs the consequences of human 

actions. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the relationship between Malati and her friend, 

Madayantika? 

A. The relationship between Malati and Madayantika highlights the importance of female 

friendships and support networks. 

 

Q. How does the play portray the relationship between Madhava and his friend, 

Makaranda? 

A. The play portrays the relationship between Madhava and Makaranda as a deep and abiding 

friendship that transcends social boundaries. 

 

Q. What literary style does Bhavabhuti use in "Malati-Madhava"? 

A. Bhavabhuti uses a lyrical and poetic style, characterized by complex metaphors and rich 

imagery. 

 

Q. How has "Malati-Madhava" influenced Indian literature and culture? 

A. "Malati-Madhava" has had a profound influence on Indian literature and culture, shaping 

the development of Sanskrit drama and poetry. 

 

Q. What dramatic technique does Bhavabhuti use to create suspense in the play? 

A. Bhavabhuti uses the dramatic technique of cliffhangers and unresolved conflicts to create 

suspense. 

 

Q. How does the play's dramatic structure contribute to its emotional impact? 

A. The play's dramatic structure, including its use of flashbacks and recognition scenes, 

contributes to its emotional impact by creating a sense of tension and resolution. 

 

Q. What does the character of Malati symbolize in the play? 



 

 

A. Malati symbolizes the ideal of feminine virtue, courage, and determination. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the theme of love vs. duty in the play? 

A. The theme of love vs. duty highlights the conflicts and challenges that arise when personal 

desires conflict with social obligations. 

 

Q. How does the play reflect the social norms of ancient India? 

A. The play reflects the social norms of ancient India, including the importance of family, caste, 

and social hierarchy. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the play's depiction of Hindu mythology and culture? 

A. The play's depiction of Hindu mythology and culture provides a unique window into the 

spiritual and cultural practices of ancient India. 

 

Q. How does Madhava's character evolve throughout the play? 

A. Madhava's character evolves from a romantic and impulsive young man to a more mature 

and responsible individual. 

 

Q. What is the significance of Malati's interactions with other characters? 

A. Malati's interactions with other characters reveal her courage, determination, and loyalty. 

 

Q. What is the theme of identity in "Malati-Madhava"? 

A. The theme of identity explores the tensions between individual desires and social 

expectations. 

 

Q. How does the motif of nature reflect the play's themes? 

A. The motif of nature reflects the play's themes by highlighting the cycles of life, growth, and 

transformation. 

 

Q. What literary devices does Bhavabhuti use to create a sense of atmosphere? 

A. Bhavabhuti uses literary devices such as imagery, metaphor, and simile to create a vivid and 

immersive atmosphere. 

 



 

 

Q. How has "Malati-Madhava" influenced Indian literature and drama? 

A. "Malati-Madhava" has had a profound influence on Indian literature and drama, shaping the 

development of Sanskrit drama and poetry. 

 

 

Q. Briefly explain the title of the lesson Malati-Madhava 

Or 

Write the summary of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

Write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Ans: Dramatist and poet, whose dramas, written in Sanskrit and noted for their suspense and 

vivid characterization, rival the outstanding plays of the better-known playwright Kalidasa. 

 

A Brahman of Vidarbha (the part of central India later called Berar), Bhavabhuti passed his 

literary life chiefly at the court of Yashovarman of Kannauj (Kanauj). Bhavabhuti is best known 

as the author of three plays: Mahaviracharita (“Exploits of the Great Hero”), which gives in 

seven acts the main incidents in the Ramayana up to the defeat of Ravana and the coronation 

of Rama; Malatimadhava (“Malati and Madhava”), a complex original love intrigue (complete 

with sorcery, human sacrifice, and Tantric practice) in 10 acts abounding in stirring, though 

sometimes improbable, incidents; and Uttararamacharita (“The Later Deeds of Rama”), which 

continues the story of Rama from his coronation to the banishment of Sita and their final 

reunion. This last play bears some resemblance to shakespeare’s The winters tales. Though it 

contains far less action than the two earlier plays, it shows Bhavabhuti at the height of his 

power in characterization and in presenting suspense and climax. Bhavabhuti is considered to 

be a master of the kavya form, a literary style that is dominated by elaborate figures of speech, 

particularly metaphors and similes. 

 

Bhavabhūti  (Devanagari: भवभूति) was an 8th-century scholar of India noted for his plays and 

poetry, written in Sanskrit. His plays are considered the equal of the works of Kalidasa. He is 

known as "Poet of Karun Rasa" for his work named as Uttararamacarita. 

 

Bhavabhuti was born in Padmapura, tah. Aamgaon, at Gondia district,in Maharashtra. He was 

born in a Audumbar/Udumbar Brahmin family of scholars. He is described as a scion of the 



 

 

Yāyāvara family, bearing the surname Udumbara. His Kāśyapa brahmin ancestors adhered to 

the Black Yajurveda and kept the five sacred fire. 

 

His real name was Srikantha Nilakantha, and he was the son of Nilakantha and Jatukarni. He 

received his education at 'Padmapawaya', a place some 42 km South-West of Gwalior. 

Dayananidhi Paramahansa is known to be his guru. He composed his historical plays at 'Kalpi', 

a place on banks of river Yamuna. 

 

He is believed to have been the court poet of king Yashovarman of Kannauj. Kalhana, the 12th-

century historian, places him in the entourage of the king, who was defeated by Lalitaditya 

Muktapida, king of Kashmir, in 736 AD. 

 

The play is set in the city of Padmavati. The king desires that his minister's daughter Malati 

marry a youth called Nandana. Malati is in love with Madhava ever since she saw him and 

drew his portrait. Madhava reciprocates, and draws a portrait of her in turn. Malati suspects her 

father's motives in falling in with the King's plans for her. A side plot involves the lovers' friends 

Makaranda and Madayantika. The latter is attacked by a tiger, and Makaranda rescues her, 

getting wounded in the process. After numerous travails, all ends well, with the two couples 

uniting. According to the renowned Sanskritist Daniel H.H. Ingalls, the Malatimadhava is a 

work that combines love and horror with a felicity never again equaled in Sanskrit literature. 

 

According to Dasharatha Sharma, the dramatists Kalidasa and Bhavabhuti utilized the 

Arthashastra of Kautilya while composing their famous works. Kalidasa is indebted to 

Kautilya's Arthashastra for material in the Raghuvamsa. Similarly, Bhavabhuti utilizes words 

and ideas from the Arthashastra in the Malatimadhava and the Mahaviracharita. There is indeed 

a striking resemblance between the methods advocated by Ravana's minister, Malayavana and 

the policies suggested by Kautilya in the Arthashastra. 

 

On the basis of Bhavbhuti's literature, it is said that he was born at Padmapura Village in 

Amgaon Tahsil of Gondia District of Maharashtra. 

 

In this present era, local people around Padampura are trying to keep memories of Bhavbhuti's 

ancient existence alive with them. Late shri Laxmanrao Mankar Guruji named his education 

society as "Bhavbhuti Education Society" in 1950. Yashodabai Rahile founded "Bhavbhuti 

Mandal" (community) in 1996. 

 

Historian & Principal Mr O. C. Patle has published a book "Bhavbhuti ab geeton mein" 

(Bhavbhuti, now in his songs), he also has published some audio CDs and cassettes to keep the 

legend's memories alive. 



 

 

"Bhavbhuti Rang Mandir" has also been constructed at Gondia City in the Honour of Poet 

Bhavbhuti. 

State's local TV channel, Sahyadri and E TV Marathi telecasts some documentaries on the life 

of this great poet. People and some non-profit groups have erected a few statues in the region 

where the poet was there once. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 4 

CHAPTER - 1 

 

Q. What are the Jataka tales? 

A. The Jataka tales are a collection of stories about the previous lives of the Buddha. 

 

Q. Why are the Jataka tales important? 

A. The Jataka tales are important because they teach moral lessons and provide insight into the 

Buddha's teachings. 

 

Q. How many Jataka tales are there? 

A. There are 547 Jataka tales in the Pali canon. 

 

Q. What kind of stories are told in the Jataka tales? 

A. The Jataka tales tell stories of adventure, romance, and self-sacrifice, often featuring animals 

and supernatural beings. 

 

Q. What teachings can be found in the Jataka tales? 

A. The Jataka tales teach moral lessons about compassion, generosity, and self-discipline. 

 

Q. How do the Jataka tales promote moral development? 

A. The Jataka tales promote moral development by providing examples of good and bad 

behavior and their consequences. 

 

Q. When were the Jataka tales written? 

A. The Jataka tales were written in ancient India around 300 BCE. 

 

Q. How have the Jataka tales influenced Asian cultures? 

A. The Jataka tales have influenced Asian cultures by shaping art, literature, and moral values. 

 

Q. What is the story of "The Demon on the Desert" about? 



 

 

A. The story tells the tale of a demon who lives in the desert and terrorizes travelers, until he 

meets the Bodhisatta (the Buddha-to-be). 

 

Q. Who are the main characters in the story? 

A. The main characters are the demon, the Bodhisatta, and a group of travellers. 

 

Q. What moral lesson does the story teach? 

A. The story teaches the importance of compassion, kindness, and self-control. 

 

Q. How does the Bodhisatta's behaviour illustrate the moral lesson? 

A. The Bodhisatta's calm and compassionate behaviour towards the demon illustrates the 

importance of responding to anger and aggression with kindness. 

 

Q.  What does the desert represent in the story? 

A. The desert represents a place of spiritual testing and growth. 

 

Q. What theme is explored through the character of the demon? 

A. The theme of the transformative power of kindness and compassion is explored through the 

character of the demon. 

 

Q. What does the demon's transformation represent? 

A. The demon's transformation represents the possibility of personal transformation and 

redemption through kindness and compassion. 

 

Q. How does the story explore the theme of anger and aggression? 

A. The story explores the theme of anger and aggression by showing the consequences of 

unchecked anger and the benefits of responding to anger with kindness. 

 

Q. What Buddhist teaching is illustrated by the Bodhisatta's behavior? 

A. The Bodhisatta's behavior illustrates the Buddhist teaching of loving-kindness (metta) and 

the importance of responding to anger and aggression with compassion. 

 



 

 

Q. How does the story relate to the Buddhist concept of karma? 

A. The story relates to the Buddhist concept of karma by showing how the demon's actions 

have consequences and how the Bodhisatta's actions lead to positive outcomes. 

 

Q.  How has "The Demon on the Desert" influenced Buddhist art and literature? 

A. "The Demon on the Desert" has influenced Buddhist art and literature by providing a popular 

theme for illustrations and retellings. 

 

Q. What does the story reveal about ancient Indian cultural values? 

A. The story reveals ancient Indian cultural values such as the importance of kindness, 

compassion, and self-control. 

 

Q. What philosophical insight does the story offer on the nature of reality? 

A13: The story offers the philosophical insight that reality is shaped by our perceptions and 

actions. 

 

Q. How does the story illustrate the concept of dependent origination? 

A. The story illustrates the concept of dependent origination by showing how the demon's 

actions are influenced by his circumstances and how the Bodhisatta's actions change the 

demon's behavior. 

 

Q. What moral lesson can be applied from the story to everyday life? 

A. The moral lesson that can be applied is the importance of responding to anger and aggression 

with kindness and compassion. 

 

Q. How can the story be used to teach children about moral values? 

A. The story can be used to teach children about the importance of kindness, self-control, and 

compassion. 

 

Q. How does "The Demon on the Desert" compare to other Jataka tales? 

A. "The Demon on the Desert" is similar to other Jataka tales in its use of supernatural elements 

and its teaching of moral lessons. 

 

Q. What similarities and differences do the story have with other Buddhist tales? 



 

 

A. The story has similarities with other Buddhist tales in its teaching of moral lessons and its 

use of supernatural elements, but it also has differences in its unique plot and characters. 

 

Q. What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the desert setting? 

A. The desert setting symbolizes a place of spiritual testing and growth. 

 

Q. How does the demon represent a metaphor for human struggles? 

A. The demon represents a metaphor for human struggles with anger, aggression, and 

selfishness. 

 

Q.  What psychological insight does the story offer on the nature of anger? 

A. The story offers the psychological insight that anger can be transformed through kindness 

and compassion. 

 

Q. How does the story illustrate the concept of emotional transformation? 

A. The story illustrates the concept of emotional transformation by showing how the demon's 

anger is transformed into kindness. 

 

Q. How does the story reflect the cultural values of ancient India? 

A. The story reflects the cultural values of ancient India, including the importance of kindness, 

compassion, and self-control. 

 

Q. What historical context is necessary to understand the story? 

A. The story is set in the context of ancient Indian Buddhist culture and requires an 

understanding of Buddhist teachings and values. 

 

Q. What educational value does the story have for children? 

A. The story teaches children the importance of kindness, compassion, and self-control. 

 

Q. How can the story be used in character education? 

A. The story can be used to teach character traits such as empathy, self-awareness, and self-

regulation. 

 



 

 

Q. What literary devices does the story employ? 

A. The story employs literary devices such as symbolism, metaphor, and allegory. 

 

Q. How does the story's narrative structure contribute to its meaning? 

A. The story's narrative structure, which includes a clear beginning, middle, and end, 

contributes to its meaning by creating a sense of resolution and transformation. 

 

Q. How does the story compare to similar tales in other religious traditions? 

A. The story compares to similar tales in other religious traditions, such as the story of the 

Prodigal Son in Christianity. 

 

Q. What insights does the story offer into the nature of spiritual growth and 

transformation? 

A. The story offers insights into the nature of spiritual growth and transformation, highlighting 

the importance of kindness, compassion, and self-awareness. 

 

Q. What is the story of "Finding a New Spirit" about? 

A. The story tells the tale of a prince who loses his spirit and must find a new one. 

 

Q. Who are the main characters in the story? 

A. The main characters are the prince, his parents, and a wise old man. 

 

Q. What moral lesson does the story teach? 

A. The story teaches the importance of perseverance, self-reflection, and seeking wisdom. 

 

Q. How does the prince's journey illustrate the concept of personal growth? 

A. The prince's journey illustrates the concept of personal growth by showing how he learns 

from his mistakes and becomes a wiser and more compassionate person. 

 

Q. What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the prince's loss of spirit? 

A. The prince's loss of spirit symbolizes a loss of purpose, identity, or direction in life. 

 



 

 

Q. How does the story explore the theme of identity? 

A. The story explores the theme of identity by showing how the prince must find a new sense 

of self and purpose. 

 

Q. What Buddhist teaching is illustrated by the prince's journey? 

A. The prince's journey illustrates the Buddhist teaching of the importance of mindfulness, self-

reflection, and personal responsibility. 

 

Q. How does the story relate to the Buddhist concept of karma? 

A. The story relates to the Buddhist concept of karma by showing how the prince's actions have 

consequences and how he must make amends for past mistakes. 

 

Q. What philosophical insight does the story offer on the nature of identity? 

A. The story offers the philosophical insight that identity is not fixed and can be transformed 

through personal growth and self-reflection. 

 

Q. How does the story illustrate the concept of non-attachment? 

A. The story illustrates the concept of non-attachment by showing how the prince must let go 

of his old identity and attachments in order to find a new sense of purpose. 

 

Q. What literary device does the story use to convey its themes? 

A. The story uses the literary device of allegory to convey its themes of personal growth and 

transformation. 

 

Q. How does the story's use of symbolism contribute to its meaning? 

A. The story's use of symbolism, such as the prince's loss of spirit, contributes to its meaning 

by adding depth and complexity to the narrative. 

 

Q. How does the story reflect the cultural values of ancient India? 

A. The story reflects the cultural values of ancient India, including the importance of spiritual 

growth, self-reflection, and personal responsibility. 

 

Q. What cultural insights does the story offer into the role of royalty in ancient India? 



 

 

A. The story offers cultural insights into the role of royalty in ancient India, highlighting the 

importance of wisdom, compassion, and leadership. 

 

Q. What educational value does the story have for children? 

A. The story teaches children the importance of self-reflection, personal growth, and 

perseverance. 

 

Q. How can the story be used in character education? 

A. The story can be used to teach character traits such as resilience, adaptability, and self-

awareness. 

 

Q. How does the story compare to similar tales in other cultures? 

A. The story compares to similar tales in other cultures, such as the story of the Phoenix, 

highlighting universal themes of transformation and renewal. 

 

Q. What insights does the story offer into the human condition? 

A. The story offers insights into the human condition, highlighting the importance of self-

awareness, personal growth, and transformation. 

 

Q. What Buddhist teaching is illustrated by the prince's journey? 

A. The prince's journey illustrates the Buddhist teaching of the importance of mindfulness, self-

reflection, and personal responsibility. 

 

Q. How does the story relate to the Buddhist concept of rebirth? 

A. The story relates to the Buddhist concept of rebirth by highlighting the importance of 

personal growth and transformation in achieving spiritual liberation. 

 

Q. What is the story of "The Golden Plate" about? 

A. The story tells the tale of a poor man who is rewarded with a golden plate for his kindness. 

 

Q. Who are the main characters in the story? 

A. The main characters are the poor man, the Buddha, and the donor who gives the poor man 

the golden plate. 



 

 

 

Q. What moral lesson does the story teach? 

A. The story teaches the importance of kindness, generosity, and gratitude. 

 

Q. How does the poor man's behavior illustrate the concept of merit? 

A. The poor man's behavior illustrates the concept of merit by showing how his kindness and 

generosity lead to a positive outcome. 

 

Q. What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the golden plate? 

A. The golden plate symbolizes the rewards of kindness and generosity. 

 

Q. How does the story explore the theme of poverty and wealth? 

A. The story explores the theme of poverty and wealth by showing how true wealth comes 

from kindness and generosity. 

 

Q. What Buddhist teaching is illustrated by the poor man's behavior? 

A. The poor man's behavior illustrates the Buddhist teaching of the importance of cultivating 

wholesome actions. 

 

Q. How does the story relate to the Buddhist concept of karma? 

A. The story relates to the Buddhist concept of karma by showing how the poor man's actions 

have consequences and lead to a positive outcome. 

 

Q. What philosophical insight does the story offer on the nature of happiness? 

A. The story offers the philosophical insight that true happiness comes from within and is 

cultivated through kindness and generosity. 

 

Q. How does the story illustrate the concept of interdependence? 

A. The story illustrates the concept of interdependence by showing how the poor man's actions 

affect others and lead to a positive outcome. 

 

Q. What literary device does the story use to convey its themes? 



 

 

A. The story uses the literary device of symbolism to convey its themes of kindness, generosity, 

and gratitude. 

 

Q. How does the story's use of imagery contribute to its meaning? 

A. The story's use of imagery contributes to its meaning by creating vivid pictures of the poor 

man's kindness and generosity. 

 

Q.  How does the story reflect the cultural values of ancient India? 

A. The story reflects the cultural values of ancient India, including the importance of kindness, 

generosity, and gratitude. 

 

Q. What cultural insights does the story offer into the role of poverty in ancient India? 

A. The story offers cultural insights into the role of poverty in ancient India, highlighting the 

importance of kindness and generosity towards those in need. 

 

Q. What educational value does the story have for children? 

A. The story teaches children the importance of kindness, generosity, and gratitude. 

 

Q. How can the story be used in character education? 

A. The story can be used to teach character traits such as empathy, selflessness, and 

responsibility. 

 

Q. How does the story compare to similar tales in other cultures? 

A. The story compares to similar tales in other cultures, such as the story of "The Giving Tree", 

highlighting universal themes of kindness and generosity. 

 

Q. What insights does the story offer into the human condition? 

A. The story offers insights into the human condition, highlighting the importance of kindness, 

generosity, and gratitude in overcoming adversity. 

 

Q. What Buddhist teaching is illustrated by the poor man's behavior? 

A. The poor man's behavior illustrates the Buddhist teaching of the importance of cultivating 

wholesome actions and generosity. 



 

 

 

Q. How does the story relate to the Buddhist concept of mindfulness? 

A. The story relates to the Buddhist concept of mindfulness by highlighting the importance of 

being present and aware of one's actions and their consequences. 

 

Q. What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the golden plate's origin? 

A. The golden plate's origin symbolizes the rewards of kindness and generosity. 

 

Q. How does the story explore the theme of kindness vs. material wealth? 

A. The story explores the theme of kindness vs. material wealth by showing how true happiness 

comes from kindness and generosity. 

 

Q.  What philosophical insight does the story offer on the nature of generosity? 

A. The story offers the philosophical insight that true generosity comes from the heart and is 

not measured by material wealth. 

 

Q. How does the story illustrate the concept of karma? 

A. The story illustrates the concept of karma by showing how the poor man's kind actions lead 

to a positive outcome. 

 

Q. What literary device does the story use to convey its moral lesson? 

A. The story uses the literary device of allegory to convey its moral lesson. 

 

Q.  How does the story's use of characterization contribute to its meaning? 

A. The story's use of characterization contributes to its meaning by highlighting the poor man's 

kindness and generosity. 

 

Q. Briefly explain the title of the lesson The Demon on the Desert" 

Or 

Write the summary of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 



 

 

Or 

Write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Ans: Once upon a time there were two merchants, who were friends. Both of them were getting 

ready for business trips to sell their merchandise, so they had to decide whether to travel 

together. They agreed that, since each had about 500 carts, and that they were both going to the 

same place along the same road, it would be too crowded to go at the same time. 

 

One decided that it would be much better to go first. He thought, “The road will not be rutted 

by the carts, the bullocks will be able to choose the best of all the grass, we will find the best 

fruits and vegetables to eat, my people will appreciate my leadership and, in the end, I will be 

able to bargain for the best prices.” 

 

The other merchant considered carefully and realized there were advantages to going second. 

He thought, “My friend’s carts will level the ground so we won’t have to do any road work, 

his bullocks will eat the old rough grass and new tender shoots will spring up for mine to eat. 

In the same way, they will pick the old fruits and vegetables and fresh ones will grow for us to 

enjoy. I won’t have to waste my time bargaining when I can take the price already set and make 

my profit.” So, he agreed to let his friend go first. This friend was sure he’d fooled him and 

gotten the best of him – so he set out first on the journey. 

 

The merchant who went first had a troublesome time of it. They came to a wilderness called 

the ‘Waterless Desert’, which the local people said was haunted by demons. When the caravan 

reached the middle of it, they met a large group coming from the opposite direction. They had 

carts that were mud smeared and dripping with water. They had lotuses and water lilies in their 

hands and in the carts. The head man, who had a know-it-all attitude, said to the merchant, 

“Why are you carrying these heavy loads of water? In a short time you will reach that oasis on 

the horizon with plenty of water to drink and dates to eat. Your bullocks are tired from pulling 

those heavy carts filled with extra water – so throw away the water and be kind to your 

overworked animals!” 

Even though the local people had warned them, the merchant did not realize that these were 

not real people, but demons in disguise. They were even in danger of being eaten by them. 

Being confident that they were helpful people, he followed their advice and had all his water 

emptied onto the ground. 

 

As they continued on their way, they found no oasis or any water at all. Some realized they’d 

been fooled by beings that might have been demons, and started to grumble and accuse the 

merchant. At the end of the day, all the people were tired out. The bullocks were too weak from 

lack of water to pull their heavy carts. All the people and animals lay down in a haphazard 

manner and fell into a deep sleep. Lo and behold, during the night the demons came in their 



 

 

true frightening forms and gobbled up all the weak defenseless beings. When they were done 

there were only bones lying scattered around — not one human or animal was left alive. 

After several months, the second merchant began his journey along the same way. When he 

arrived at the wilderness, he assembled all his people and advised them — “This is called the 

‘Waterless Desert’ and I have heard that it is haunted by demons and ghosts. Therefore we 

should be careful. Since there may be poison plants and foul water, don’t drink any local water 

without asking me.” In this way they started into the desert. 

 

After getting about halfway through, in the same way as with the first caravan, they were met 

by the water-soaked demons in disguise. They told them the oasis was near and they should 

throw away their water. But the wise merchant saw through them right away. He knew it didn’t 

make sense to have an oasis in a place called ‘Waterless Desert’. And besides, these people had 

bulged red eyes and an aggressive and pushy attitude, so he suspected they might be demons. 

He told them to leave them alone saying, “We are business men who don’t throw away good 

water before we know where the next is coming from.” 

 

Then seeing that his own people had doubts, the merchant said to them, “Don’t believe these 

people, who may be demons, until we actually find water. The oasis they point to may be just 

an illusion or a mirage. Have you ever heard of water in this ‘Waterless Desert’? Do you feel 

any rain-wind or see any storm clouds?” They all said, “No”, and he continued, “If we believe 

these strangers and throw away our water, then later we may not have any to drink or cook with 

– then we will be weak and thirsty and it would be easy for demons to come and rob us, or even 

eat us up! Therefore, until we really find water, do not waste even a drop!” 

 

The caravan continued on its way. That evening it reached the place where the first caravan’s 

people and bullocks had been killed and eaten by the demons. They found the carts and human 

and animal bones lying all around. They recognized that the fully loaded carts and the scattered 

bones belonged to the former caravan. The wise merchant told certain people to stand watch 

around the camp during the night. 

 

The next morning the people ate breakfast, and fed their bullocks well. They added to their 

goods the most valuable things left from the first caravan. So, they finished their journey very 

successfully, and returned home safely so that they and their families could enjoy their profits. 

 

Q. Briefly explain the title of the lesson Finding a new sprite 

Or 

Write the summary of this lesson 

Or 



 

 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

Write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Ans: "Finding a New Sprite" is a story from the Jataka Tales, a collection of ancient Indian 

folktales. The story revolves around a wise and just king who rules over a kingdom with a 

magical spring. The spring is home to a sprite (a supernatural being) who ensures the kingdom's 

prosperity. 

 

Plot 

When the sprite decides to leave the kingdom, the king searches for a replacement. He meets 

various supernatural beings, but none possess the qualities required to maintain the kingdom's 

prosperity. Eventually, the king finds a suitable replacement and convinces the new sprite to 

take over the role. 

 

Moral 

The story highlights the importance of responsible leadership, wise decision-making, and the 

need for selfless service. The king's efforts to find a suitable replacement for the sprite 

demonstrate his commitment to his kingdom's well-being. 

 

Key Takeaways 

Responsible leadership is crucial for the prosperity of a kingdom or community. 

Wise decision-making involves considering the long-term consequences of one's actions. 

Selfless service is essential for the greater good. 

 

Philosophical Analysis 

1. Buddhist Themes: The story reflects Buddhist themes, such as the importance of selfless 

service, responsible leadership, and wise decision-making. 

2. Karma and Consequences: The tale illustrates the concept of karma, where the king's actions 

have consequences for the kingdom's prosperity. 

3. Impermanence: The departure of the original sprite highlights the impermanence of things, 

emphasizing the need for adaptation and change. 

 

Psychological Analysis 



 

 

1. Leadership and Responsibility: The king's actions demonstrate his sense of responsibility 

and leadership, showcasing his commitment to his kingdom's well-being. 

2. Decision-Making: The story highlights the importance of wise decision-making, as the king 

carefully selects a suitable replacement for the sprite. 

3. Emotional Intelligence: The king's ability to understand and manage the emotions of his 

subjects, as well as the sprite, demonstrates his emotional intelligence. 

 

Cultural Analysis 

1. Ancient Indian Culture: The story provides insight into ancient Indian culture, highlighting 

the importance of supernatural beings and magical springs in Hindu mythology. 

2. Folkloric Significance: The tale's inclusion in the Jataka Tales collection underscores its 

significance in Indian folklore and its continued relevance in modern times. 

3. Symbolism: The magical spring and the sprite can be seen as symbols of the natural world 

and the interconnectedness of all living beings. 

 

Literary Analysis 

1. Narrative Structure: The story's narrative structure, which involves a quest for a replacement 

sprite, creates a sense of tension and resolution. 

2. Character Development: The king's character is well-developed, showcasing his wisdom, 

compassion, and leadership skills. 

3. Themes and Motifs: The story's themes of responsible leadership, selfless service, and wise 

decision-making are reinforced through motifs such as the magical spring and the sprite. 

 

Q. Briefly explain the title of the lesson the Golden plate 

Or 

Write the summary of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

Write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Ans: Once upon a time in a place called Seri, there were two salesmen of pots and pans and 

handmade trinkets. They agreed to divide the town between them. They also said that after one 

had gone through his area, it was all right for the other to try and sell where the first had already 

been. 



 

 

One day, while one of them was coming down a street, a poor little girl saw him and asked her 

grandmother to buy her a bracelet. The old grandmother replied, “How can we poor people buy 

bracelets?” The little girl said, “Since we don’t have any money, we can give our black sooty 

old plate.” The old woman agreed to give it a try, so she invited the dealer inside. 

 

The salesman saw that these people were very poor and innocent, so he didn’t want to waste 

his time with them. Even though the old woman pleaded with him, he said he had no bracelet 

that she could afford to buy. Then she asked, “We have an old plate that is useless to us, can 

we trade it for a bracelet?” The man took it and, while examining it, happened to scratch the 

bottom of it. To his surprise, he saw that underneath the black soot, it was a golden plate! But 

he didn’t let on that he had noticed it. Instead, he decided to deceive these poor people so he 

could get the plate for next to nothing. He said, “This is not worth even one bracelet. There’s 

no value in this. I don’t want it!” He left, thinking he would return later when they would accept 

even less for the plate. 

 

Meanwhile the other salesman, after finishing in his part of town, followed after the first as 

they had agreed. He ended up at the same house. Again, the poor little girl begged her 

grandmother to trade the old plate for a bracelet. The woman saw that this was a nice tender 

looking merchant and thought, “He’s a good man, not like the rough-talking first salesman.” 

So, she invited him in and offered to trade the same black sooty old plate for one bracelet. 

When he examined it, he too saw that it was pure gold under the grime. He said to the old 

woman, “All my goods and all my money together are not worth as much as this rich golden 

plate!” 

 

Of course, the woman was shocked at this discovery, but now she knew that he was indeed a 

good and honest fellow. So, she said she would be glad to accept whatever he could trade for 

it. The salesman said, “I’ll give you all my pots and pans and trinkets, plus all my money, if 

you will let me keep just eight coins and my balancing scale, with its cover to put the golden 

plate in.” They made the trade. He went down to the river, where he paid the eight coins to the 

ferry man to take him across. 

 

By then the greedy salesman had returned, already adding up huge imaginary profits in his 

head. When he met the little girl and her grandmother again, he said he had changed his mind 

and was willing to offer a few cents, but not one of his bracelets, for the useless black sooty 

old plate. The old woman then calmly told him of the trade she had just made with the honest 

salesman, and said, “Sir, you lied to us.” 

 

The greedy salesman was not ashamed of his lies, but he was saddened as he thought, “I’ve 

lost the golden plate that must be worth a hundred thousand.” So he asked the woman, “Which 

way did he go?” She told him the direction. He left all his things right there at her door and ran 

down to the river, thinking, “He robbed me! He robbed me! He won’t make a fool out of me!” 



 

 

From the riverside he saw the honest salesman still crossing over on the ferry boat. He shouted 

to the ferry man, “Come back!” But the good merchant told him to keep on going to the other 

side, and that’s what he did. 

 

Seeing that he could do nothing, the greedy salesman exploded with rage. He jumped up and 

down, beating his chest. He became so filled with hatred towards the honest man, who had won 

the golden plate, that he made himself cough up blood. He had a heart attack and died on the 

spot! 

 

 

CHAPTER – 2 

 

Q. Who is Iiango Adigal? 

A. Iiango Adigal was a Tamil poet and scholar who lived in the 2nd or 3rd century CE. 

 

Q. What is Iiango Adigal known for? 

A. Iiango Adigal is known for writing the ancient Tamil epic "Silappatikaram" (also known as 

"The Tale of an Anklet"). 

 

Q.  What is "The Tale of an Anklet" about? 

A. "The Tale of an Anklet" is an ancient Tamil epic that tells the story of Kannagi, a woman 

who seeks justice for her husband's wrongful death. 

 

Q. What is the significance of "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A. "The Tale of an Anklet" is considered one of the greatest works of ancient Tamil literature 

and has had a significant impact on Tamil culture and society. 

 

Q. What is the main plot of "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A. The main plot revolves around Kannagi's quest for justice for her husband's death and her 

ultimate triumph over injustice. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the anklet in the story? 

A. The anklet is a symbol of Kannagi's marriage and her husband's innocence, and it plays a 

crucial role in the story's plot. 



 

 

 

Q.  What themes are explored in "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A. The epic explores themes of love, justice, morality, and the struggle between good and evil. 

 

Q. What symbolic meaning can be inferred from Kannagi's character? 

A. Kannagi's character symbolizes the power of women, the importance of justice, and the 

triumph of good over evil. 

 

Q. What is the cultural significance of "The Tale of an Anklet" in Tamil society? 

A. The epic is considered a cornerstone of Tamil literature and culture, and its themes and 

characters continue to inspire and influence Tamil art, literature, and society. 

 

Q. How has "The Tale of an Anklet" influenced Tamil literature and art? 

A. The epic has had a profound influence on Tamil literature and art, inspiring countless 

adaptations, interpretations, and works of art. 

 

Q. What is the historical context of "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A. The epic is set in the ancient Tamil city of Puhar (now Poompuhar) during the Chera dynasty. 

 

Q. How does the epic reflect the social and cultural norms of ancient Tamil society? 

A. The epic provides valuable insights into the social and cultural norms of ancient Tamil 

society, including its customs, traditions, and values. 

 

Q. What is the literary style of "The Tale of an Anklet"? 

A. The epic is written in a poetic style, using a combination of prose and verse to tell the story. 

 

Q. How does the author use imagery and symbolism in the epic? 

A. The author uses vivid imagery and symbolism to convey themes and emotions, adding depth 

and complexity to the story. 

 

Q.  What is the impact of "The Tale of an Anklet" on Tamil literature and culture? 



 

 

A. The epic has had a profound impact on Tamil literature and culture, influencing countless 

works of art, literature, and music. 

 

Q. How is "The Tale of an Anklet" remembered and celebrated in Tamil society today? 

A. The epic is remembered and celebrated through various forms of art, literature, and 

performance, including dance, music, and theater. 

 

Q. What is the character of Kannagi like in the epic? 

A. Kannagi is portrayed as a strong-willed, determined, and loyal wife who seeks justice for 

her husband's death. 

 

Q. What is the relationship like between Kannagi and her husband Kovalan? 

A. Kannagi and Kovalan have a deep and loving relationship, and their bond is a central theme 

in the epic. 

 

Q.  What message does the epic convey about justice and morality? 

A. The epic conveys the message that justice and morality are essential values that must be 

upheld, even in the face of adversity. 

 

Q. How does the epic explore the theme of love and loyalty? 

A. The epic explores the theme of love and loyalty through Kannagi's unwavering devotion to 

her husband and her determination to seek justice for his death. 

 

Q. What does the epic reveal about the social and cultural norms of ancient Tamil society? 

A. The epic provides valuable insights into the social and cultural norms of ancient Tamil 

society, including its customs, traditions, and values. 

 

Q. How does the epic reflect the historical context of ancient Tamil Nadu? 

A. The epic reflects the historical context of ancient Tamil Nadu, including its geography, 

politics, and culture. 

 

Q. What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the anklet in the epic? 

A. The anklet symbolizes Kannagi's marriage, love, and loyalty, as well as her quest for justice. 



 

 

 

Q. How does the author use natural imagery in the epic? 

A. The author uses vivid natural imagery to describe the landscapes, seasons, and weather, 

which helps to set the mood and tone of the story. 

 

Q.  What themes are explored in the epic besides love and justice? 

A. The epic explores themes of morality, loyalty, duty, and the struggle between good and evil. 

 

Q. What motifs are repeated throughout the epic? 

A. Motifs such as the anklet, the goddess Pattini, and the concept of karma are repeated 

throughout the epic to reinforce its themes and messages. 

 

Q. How has "The Tale of an Anklet" influenced Tamil literature and art? 

A. The epic has had a profound influence on Tamil literature and art, inspiring countless 

adaptations, interpretations, and works of art. 

 

Q. What is the significance of "The Tale of an Anklet" in modern Tamil culture? 

A. The epic remains a beloved and revered work of literature in modern Tamil culture, 

symbolizing the values of love, justice, and morality. 

 

Q. What is the historical context of the epic's composition? 

A. The epic is believed to have been composed in the 2nd or 3rd century CE, during the Sangam 

period of Tamil literature. 

 

Q. How does the epic reflect the cultural values of ancient Tamil society? 

A. The epic reflects the cultural values of ancient Tamil society, including the importance of 

love, loyalty, and justice. 

 

Q.  What is the literary style of the epic? 

A. The epic is written in a poetic style, using a combination of prose and verse to tell the story. 

 

Q. How is the epic structured? 



 

 

A. The epic is structured into three main sections, each of which tells a different part of the 

story. 

 

Q. What themes are explored in the epic's portrayal of Kannagi's character? 

A.  The epic explores themes of love, loyalty, and justice through Kannagi's character. 

 

Q. What symbolic meaning can be inferred from the epic's use of the goddess Pattini? 

A. The goddess Pattini symbolizes the power of feminine virtue and the importance of justice 

and morality. 

 

Q. How has "The Tale of an Anklet" influenced Tamil literature and culture? 

A. The epic has had a profound influence on Tamil literature and culture, inspiring countless 

adaptations, interpretations, and works of art. 

 

Q. What is the significance of "The Tale of an Anklet" in modern Tamil society? 

A. The epic remains a beloved and revered work of literature in modern Tamil society, 

symbolizing the values of love, justice, and morality. 

 

Q. Briefly explain the title of the lesson The Tale of an Anklet 

Or 

Write the summary of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Ans: When it comes to Indian epics, we seldom go beyond Ramayan and Mahabharat. I am not 

sure if this has to do with the general appeal or the domination of Sanskrit epics over regional 

ones, but another epic that has gone relatively unnoticed beyond its place of origin is the Tamil 

epic Cilappatikaram, or ‘the Tale of an Anklet’. 

 

The epic was written around the 5th-6th century AD by Ilango Adigal, or the ‘Prince Ascetic’. 

It is said that an oracle had predicted that he would be a better king as against his elder brother. 

To prove the prophesy wrong, he embraced monk-hood and allowed his elder brother to ascend 



 

 

the throne. The epic encompasses three well known regimes of the South, the Cholas, Pandiyas, 

and the Chera kingdoms. The other significant aspect of this epic (and also the major 

differentiator from the other epics) is that the epic deals with ordinary mortals and their lives.  

 

This is not only an extremely interesting epic, but is also different from all the epics known, be 

it the well-known Ramayan and Mahabharat or the Greek Iliad and the Odyssey. First, it was 

written by a Jain monk, Ilango Adigal, who heard the story from a source (in all probability a 

well-known folktale) before writing an epic on it. While Ilango was a Jain, he focused on the 

local times and ensured that all the focus was on prevalent religions like Hinduism and 

Buddhism. Though he was a monk, every aspect of life with all its flavours, be they marital 

life, arts and music or the sensual facets of life, he covered them all with rich details. A rarity 

for a monk, to describe them with such awareness and perfection.    

 

But before we get into analysis, let me tell you briefly the story of ‘Cilappatikaram’, which is 

loosely based on the excellent translation by R. Parthasarathy in his book “The Cilappatikaram 

– The Tale of the Anklet, by Ilango Adigal”. Needless to add, that a lot of details have been 

edited for the sake of this article, but the original, which is in three parts, is worth reading for 

those interested in epics with a difference!  

 

In the city of Puhar, of Chola kingdom, there lived a merchant and his family. The son of the 

merchant, Kovalan, gets married to a beautiful girl by the name of Kannagi and they lived 

happily. Kovalan, soon comes across a dancer, Matavi (or Madhavi) and falls in love with her. 

The two started spending a lot of time together in music and dance and soon they even had a 

daughter. During all this time, Kannagi took good care of her aged in-laws, who in turn had 

started despising their son. Kannagi however never complained, even though she knew that 

Kovalan was wasting away the family fortune on Matavi. 

 

Once during the famous festival of Indra, when Matavi was performing, Kovalan got suspicious 

about Matavi. He thought that Matavi was having an affair with someone else and the song 

professing her love, was directed at that person and not him. Kovalan was hurt and realised his 

mistake and went back home to his wife. While Kannagi was happy at her husband’s return, 

they soon realise that they had no wealth on them and there was a need to start life afresh. 

When Matavi realised, that Kovalan had left her, she sent a message to Kovalan pleading him 

to return, but Kovalan was not willing to heed to her pleas and concluded that he had nothing 

to do with her as he had seen through her deception. 

 

Kannagi had a pair of anklets given to her by her mother on her wedding, and they decided to 

sell it and start a new life in the city of Madurai, under the reign of the Pandian King. Kovalan 

and Kannagi travel to Madurai and on the way, they receive help and encouragement from 

many locals and Jain nuns. When they reach the outskirts of Madurai, Kovalan leaves his wife 

under the care of some locals and goes to the city with one of Kannagi’s anklets to sell. Kovalan 



 

 

was impressed with the tall buildings and the affluence of the city and thought that they would 

be able to rebuild their life once again. 

 

An angry Brihaspati went to Lord Indra and sought his help in retrieving his wife. When Indra 

sent his emissary to seek the release of Tara, Chandra sent him back with a mouthful. Chandra’s 

contention was that if a woman willfully left her home to stay with another man, then what was 

the fault of the man she chose to stay with? Also, family bliss was dependent on both the 

husband and the wife being happy, but if the wife was not happy, then how can one ensure the 

happiness of the family? 

 

Tara was unhappy with Brihaspati not just for her reasons of sexual pleasure. She was also 

unhappy, because Brihaspati had forcibly made love with Mamta, the wife of his brother. He 

further went to ridicule Indra for fighting against supposed adultery, when Indra himself was 

known for many such escapades. Soon matters came to the stage of a war amongst the gods, 

with Chandra on one side and Indra on the other. However, Lord Brahma intervened and it was 

decided, without asking Tara of course, that Tara would have to return to Brihaspati. Brishaspati 

was happy and took Tara back with him. 

 

But Tara was pregnant when she went back with Brihaspati. When a son was born, Brihaspati 

started making arrangements for his naming ceremony, but then Chandra objected to it, saying 

that it was his right to do so. Once again matters came to a war-like situation and Lord Brahma 

had to intervene in the claim for the son. Lord Brahma asked Tara as to whose child was it, 

since only a mother knew the father of her child. Tara said that it was Chandra’s. Chandra was 

happy and took his son away and named him Budh. 

 

An interesting myth that is part of astronomical myths. Chandra as we know was the Moon, 

Tara represented the stars. Brihaspati is the planet Jupiter and Budh is the planet Mercury. The 

love of Tara can be seen till date when they come out twinkling when the moon is out! 

 

The conversation between Chandra and Brihaspati and the emissary of Indra is quite 

interesting. Nowhere was Tara chastised for her decision of willfully staying on with Chandra 

and the latter misses no opportunity to ridicule Brihaspati for his inability to keep his wife 

happy. This myth is discussed in detail in the first book of Srimad Devi Bhagavatam, in Chapter 

XI, “Birth of Budh”. Some of these issues have been discussed threadbare and without any 

restrain. 

In the war of gods, Tara does not face any defamation or retribution from her husband, 

Brihaspati. Chandra justifies by saying that Tara was with him out of her choice and would not 

force her to leave. Lord Brahma decides against Tara’s wish to stay with Chandra, but without 

any reprimand. The birth of Budh is also resolved in favour of Chandra. The entire 

dissatisfaction of Tara was based on physical aspects of looks and love-making skills of 

Chandra as against her husband. No aspect of emotion, love, etc. is discussed or brought out. 



 

 

Is this to say that these aspects do not have any bearing on a relationship? Is sexual satisfaction 

the driving force of maintaining a relationship or was this myth only implying that no matter 

what be the cause, a married woman belongs to the husband? (Refer to the earlier myth of 

Swetaketu) 

 

Chandra is considered to be the first of the Chandra-vamshi, followed by Budh and then his 

son Pururava (This is Utkarsh Speaking: Urvashi and Pururavas). The heroes of the epic 

Mahabharat are all chandra-vamshis and surely go on to display their preoccupation with sex. 

To sum it, let me quote Prof. Satya Chaitanya, “The moon is the deity of the mind in both Vedic 

literature and subsequent Indian philosophy. And the mind is a slave to passions. In any case, 

a legacy of the moon god thus is one of powerful sexual longing – amoral or immoral – and 

this becomes the legacy of a vast number of kings in the lunar dynasty. King after king falls 

because he becomes a victim to unbridled sexuality.” And this as they say is history of epic 

proportions, as we see Yayati, Shantanu, Vichitraveer, etc. are examples of this. 

 

The above myth is significant from the perspective that adultery is discussed in ancient 

scriptures threadbare. The intention of this article is not to be judgmental, but to relate a myth 

and its source for us to understand the position taken by each, irrespective of the resolution. 

What is important is not the outcome of the controversy, but the conversation that takes place. 

 

If one opines that Tara, the woman is only a means to discuss the topic of adultery, then that 

would be an extremely myopic view. The way she exercises her choice, stays on with Chandra, 

and is not faulted ever, is significant in the narrative to bring out her position of a woman, who 

had a choice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

UNIT – 5 

 

"Bharat Natyasastra"  

 

Q. What is the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The Bharat Natyasastra is an ancient Indian treatise on performing arts, encompassing 

theatre, dance, and music. 

 

Q. Who translated the Bharat Natyasastra into English? 

A. Manmohan Ghosh translated the Bharat Natyasastra into English. 

 

Q.  What are the main topics covered in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise covers topics such as drama, dance, music, acting, stage design, and aesthetics. 

 

Q. How is the Bharat Natyasastra structured? 

A. The treatise is divided into 36 chapters, each focusing on a specific aspect of performing 

arts. 

 

Q.  What is the significance of the Bharat Natyasastra in Indian performing arts? 

A. The Bharat Natyasastra is considered a foundational text of Indian performing arts, 

influencing classical dance, music, and theater. 

 

Q. How has the Bharat Natyasastra influenced other art forms? 

A. The treatise's principles and concepts have influenced various art forms, including Indian 

classical music, dance, and theatre, as well as Southeast Asian and Western performing arts. 

 

Q. Why is Manmohan Ghosh's translation of the Bharat Natyasastra important? 

A. Ghosh's translation provides a comprehensive and accessible English version of the treatise, 

facilitating understanding and appreciation of Indian performing arts. 

 

Q. What are the notable features of Ghosh's translation? 



 

 

A. Ghosh's translation includes detailed introductions, explanations, and commentary, making 

the treatise more understandable to readers. 

 

Q. What philosophical traditions influenced the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise reflects influences from Hindu philosophical traditions, particularly Vedanta 

and Yoga. 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra reflect ancient Indian cultural values? 

A. The treatise embodies ancient Indian cultural values, such as the importance of art, beauty, 

and emotional expression. 

 

Q. What types of performing arts are discussed in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise covers various performing arts, including drama, dance, music, and storytelling. 

 

Q. What aesthetic principles are outlined in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise discusses aesthetic principles, such as rasa (emotional essence), bhava 

(emotional state), and abhinaya (histrionic representation). 

 

Q. How has the Bharat Natyasastra influenced Indian classical dance forms? 

A. The treatise's principles and concepts have shaped Indian classical dance forms, such as 

Bharatanatyam, Kathakali, and Odissi. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the Bharat Natyasastra in modern Indian performing arts? 

A. The treatise remains a foundational text, guiding modern Indian performing arts and 

inspiring new generations of artists. 

 

Q. What was Manmohan Ghosh's background and expertise? 

A. Ghosh was a scholar, translator, and historian of Indian art and culture. 

 

Q. How did Ghosh's translation contribute to the understanding of Indian performing 

arts? 

A. Ghosh's translation provided a comprehensive and accessible English version of the Bharat 

Natyasastra, facilitating understanding and appreciation of Indian performing arts worldwide. 



 

 

 

Q. What dramatic theories are outlined in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise discusses dramatic theories, including the concept of rasa (emotional essence) 

and the importance of emotional expression. 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra describe the ideal actor? 

A. The treatise describes the ideal actor as one who can convey emotions effectively and bring 

the audience to a state of aesthetic experience. 

 

Q. What types of music and dance are discussed in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise covers various types of music and dance, including classical music, folk music, 

and classical dance forms. 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra describe the relationship between music and dance? 

A. The treatise emphasizes the interconnectedness of music and dance, highlighting their role 

in creating a unified aesthetic experience. 

 

Q. What aesthetic principles are outlined in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise discusses aesthetic principles, including the concept of rasa (emotional essence), 

bhava (emotional state), and abhinaya (histrionic representation). 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra approach art criticism? 

A. The treatise provides guidelines for art criticism, emphasizing the importance of 

understanding the artist's intention and the audience's emotional response. 

 

Q. How has the Bharat Natyasastra influenced Southeast Asian performing arts? 

A. The treatise's principles and concepts have influenced Southeast Asian performing arts, such 

as Indonesian and Cambodian classical dance. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the Bharat Natyasastra in modern Western performing 

arts? 

A. The treatise's ideas on emotional expression, audience response, and aesthetic experience 

have influenced modern Western performing arts, particularly in the development of 

experimental and avant-garde theatre. 



 

 

 

Q. What philosophical traditions are reflected in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise reflects influences from Hindu philosophical traditions, particularly Vedanta, 

Yoga, and Samkhya. 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra relate to spiritual practices? 

A. The treatise discusses the role of art in spiritual growth and self-realization. 

 

Q. What guidelines does the Bharat Natyasastra provide for theatre production? 

A. The treatise offers guidelines on stage design, lighting, costumes, and makeup. 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra describe the role of the director or producer? 

A. The treatise emphasizes the importance of the director or producer in guiding the actors and 

crew to create a unified artistic vision. 

 

Q. What types of musical instruments are mentioned in the Bharat Natyasastra? 

A. The treatise mentions various musical instruments, including strings, drums, and wind 

instruments. 

 

Q. How does the Bharat Natyasastra discuss the use of sound effects in theatre? 

A. The treatise provides guidelines on the use of sound effects to enhance the dramatic 

experience. 

 

Q. How has the Bharat Natyasastra influenced Indian classical music? 

A. The treatise's principles and concepts have shaped Indian classical music, particularly in the 

development of ragas and talas. 

 

Q. What is the significance of the Bharat Natyasastra in modern Indian arts education? 

A. The treatise remains a foundational text in Indian arts education, guiding the study and 

practice of classical music, dance, and theatre. 

 

Q. Briefly explain the title of the lesson Bharat Natyasastra 



 

 

Or 

Write the summary of this lesson 

Or 

Describe the main idea of this lesson 

Or 

Write the central theme of this lesson 

 

Ans: Bharatanatyam is an ancient Indian treatise on classical dance, music, and theater. The 

text is attributed to the sage Bharata Muni and is considered one of the most authoritative 

sources on Indian classical arts. 

 

Structure: 

The treatise is divided into 36 chapters, covering various aspects of classical dance, music, and 

theater, including: 

 

1. Theory of Rasa: Bharatanatyam discusses the concept of rasa (emotional essence) and its 

application in art. 

2. Dance Techniques: The text describes various dance techniques, including mudras (hand 

gestures), bhava (emotional expression), and abhinaya (histrionic representation). 

3. Music and Rhythm: Bharatanatyam covers the basics of Indian classical music, including 

ragas (melodic modes) and talas (rhythmic cycles). 

4. Theater and Drama: The treatise provides guidance on theater and drama, including 

playwriting, directing, and acting. 

 

Key Concepts: 

1. Rasa: Bharatanatyam emphasizes the importance of evoking rasa (emotional essence) in the 

audience through art. 

2. Abhinaya: The text highlights the role of abhinaya (histrionic representation) in conveying 

emotions and telling stories through dance and theater. 

3. Marga and Desi: Bharatanatyam distinguishes between marga (classical) and desi (folk) 

traditions in Indian classical arts. 

 

Manmohan Ghosh's Translation: 



 

 

Manmohan Ghosh's translation of Bharatanatyam provides a comprehensive and accessible 

English version of the treatise. Ghosh's translation includes: 

 

1. Detailed Introduction: Ghosh provides a detailed introduction to the text, its history, and its 

significance. 

2. Commentary and Notes: The translation includes commentary and notes to clarify complex 

concepts and provide context. 

3. Glossary: Ghosh provides a glossary of Sanskrit terms used in the text, making it easier for 

readers to understand the treatise. 

 

Bharatanatyam, translated by Manmohan Ghosh, is a seminal work on Indian classical arts. 

The treatise provides valuable insights into the theory and practice of classical dance, music, 

and theater, making it an essential resource for scholars, artists, and enthusiasts. 

 

Historical Significance: 

1. Ancient Indian Arts: Bharatanatyam is one of the oldest and most authoritative texts on 

Indian classical arts, providing valuable insights into ancient Indian culture and aesthetics. 

2. Influence on Indian Arts: The treatise has had a profound impact on the development of 

Indian classical dance, music, and theater, shaping the course of Indian arts for centuries. 

 

Philosophical and Cultural Context: 

1. Indian Aesthetics: Bharatanatyam provides a comprehensive framework for understanding 

Indian aesthetics, including the concept of rasa (emotional essence) and the role of art in 

evoking emotions. 

2. Cultural Significance: The treatise highlights the cultural significance of Indian classical 

arts, emphasizing their role in preserving and transmitting Indian cultural heritage. 

 

Impact on Modern Indian Arts: 

1. Revival of Classical Arts: Bharatanatyam's translation by Manmohan Ghosh contributed to 

the revival of interest in Indian classical arts in the 20th century. 

2. Influence on Contemporary Arts: The treatise's ideas on rasa, abhinaya, and Indian aesthetics 

continue to influence contemporary Indian arts, including dance, music, theater, and film. 

 

Manmohan Ghosh's Contribution: 



 

 

1. Accessible Translation: Ghosh's translation made Bharatanatyam accessible to a wider 

audience, including scholars, artists, and enthusiasts who may not have been familiar with 

Sanskrit. 

2. Comprehensive Commentary: Ghosh's commentary and notes provided valuable context and 

insights, helping readers to understand the treatise's complex concepts and ideas. 

 

Legacy and Relevance: 

1. Continued Relevance: Bharatanatyam remains a foundational text in Indian classical arts, 

continuing to inspire and guide artists, scholars, and enthusiasts. 

2. Global Significance: The treatise's ideas on aesthetics, emotions, and art have global 

significance, offering insights into the universal language of art and emotion. 

 

Philosophical Analysis: 

1. Aesthetics and Emotions: Bharatanatyam explores the relationship between art, emotions, 

and aesthetics, providing insights into the Indian concept of rasa (emotional essence). 

2. Theory of Rasa: The treatise develops a comprehensive theory of rasa, which remains a 

cornerstone of Indian aesthetics. 

3. Indian Philosophical Traditions: Bharatanatyam reflects various Indian philosophical 

traditions, including Vedanta, Yoga, and Samkhya. 

 

Cultural Analysis: 

1. Indian Cultural Heritage: The treatise is a rich source of information on Indian cultural 

heritage, including classical dance, music, and theater. 

2. Cultural Significance of Arts: Bharatanatyam highlights the cultural significance of arts in 

Indian society, emphasizing their role in preserving and transmitting cultural values. 

3. Influence of Indian Culture on Arts: The treatise demonstrates how Indian culture has shaped 

the development of classical arts in India. 

 

Historical Analysis: 

1. Historical Context: Bharatanatyam provides valuable insights into the historical context of 

Indian classical arts, including the social, cultural, and political factors that influenced their 

development. 

2. Evolution of Indian Classical Arts: The treatise traces the evolution of Indian classical arts, 

highlighting their transformation over time. 

3. Influence of Bharatanatyam on Indian Arts: Bharatanatyam has had a profound impact on 

the development of Indian classical arts, shaping their theory and practice for centuries. 



 

 

 

Literary Analysis: 

1. Structure and Organization: The treatise is divided into 36 chapters, each focusing on a 

specific aspect of Indian classical arts. 

2. Language and Style: Bharatanatyam is written in Sanskrit, with a style that is both technical 

and lyrical. 

3. Use of Metaphors and Analogies: The treatise employs metaphors and analogies to explain 

complex concepts, making it more accessible to readers. 

 

Critical Analysis: 

1. Limitations and Criticisms: Some critics argue that Bharatanatyam's focus on classical arts 

neglects the importance of folk and popular arts in Indian culture. 

2. Relevance in Modern Times: Despite being written centuries ago, Bharatanatyam remains 

relevant in modern times, offering insights into the universal language of art and emotion. 

3. Influence on Contemporary Arts: The treatise's ideas on rasa, abhinaya, and Indian aesthetics 

continue to influence contemporary Indian arts, including dance, music, theater, and film. 

 

Theme: 

1. Rasa and Emotions 

The treatise explores the concept of rasa (emotional essence) and its role in evoking emotions 

in the audience. 

 

2. Indian Aesthetics 

Bharatanatyam provides a comprehensive framework for understanding Indian aesthetics, 

including the concept of rasa, abhinaya (histrionic representation), and dhvani (suggestion). 

 

3. Classical Arts and Culture 

The treatise highlights the significance of classical arts in Indian culture, emphasizing their role 

in preserving and transmitting cultural values. 

 

4. Theory and Practice 

Bharatanatyam integrates theory and practice, providing practical guidance on various aspects 

of classical dance, music, and theatre. 

 



 

 

5. Spirituality and Self-Realization 

The treatise touches on the spiritual dimensions of art, highlighting its potential for self-

realization and spiritual growth. 

 

6. Cultural Heritage and Tradition 

Bharatanatyam emphasizes the importance of preserving and respecting India's rich cultural 

heritage and tradition. 

 

7. Artistic Expression and Creativity 

The treatise celebrates artistic expression and creativity, encouraging artists to innovate and 

experiment within the framework of classical arts. 

 

8. Audience and Spectatorship 

Bharatanatyam discusses the role of the audience in appreciating and responding to classical 

arts, highlighting the importance of spectatorship. 

 

9. Performance and Production 

The treatise provides guidance on various aspects of performance and production, including 

stage design, lighting, costumes, and makeup. 

 

10. Timelessness and Universality 

Bharatanatyam's ideas on art, aesthetics, and emotions remain timeless and universal, offering 

insights into the human experience that transcend cultural and temporal boundaries. 


